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LITTLE is required, to be li 1 the 
*— view. to awaken the intereſt. of the 
Reader to the contents of this Work. The 
ſubject is of the utmoſt importance, not 
merely to the inhat itants of any particular 
country, but to human mature, A people 
ng diſtinguiſhed fak the refinement of their 
manners, and for the brilliancy of . Wit 
and genius, ſetting to ſurrounding. nations a 
ane example, by vindicating the injured 
rights of man, againſt oppoſition the "moſt 
. that can be eee is one of 
thoſe occurrences. which cannot be mag- 
 nified by the power of language. To ſpunn 
ſition, by the influence of reaſon to ere 
on the ruins of arbitrary power, the glorious 
edifi 
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vi - INTRODUCTION. | 


| edifice of dvd liberty,—is a Os corned 
1 of earth and heaven. 


1 0 A yell eſtabliſhe nm can- 
FE not but become a bond of union among 
nations, and open a ſource of human hap- 
. e hitherto unknown. It is the obli- 
= quity in the underſtanding of the ſceptic, 
; "eh. makes him doubt the pradticability | 
ol ſo vaſt a work; it is the corruptneſs of 
ſted, Which would 
thwart every deſign for its accompliſhment. 
But men whoſe minds equally glow with 
the love'of freedom, from knowing its va- 
_ the, will, by a ſympathy 6f ſoul, acquire a 
more than natural ſtrength to bear down all 
_ diſtintioffs of country and climate; and tend 
_ to" utterly diſcountenance thoſe prejudices 
which have contributed to this very hour to 
make the hiſtory of man a ane of wick- 
 edneſs and reg 3 
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This Wogen 0 ite carry- 15 dues: to 
Pay the end of the labours of the firſt, or 
" CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY, to that point of 
time which w—_ e be WE an ee 
e . 
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The pen of a Tacitus would be arely 
ſufficient to deſeribe, with ſuitable any. 
the proceedings, and faithfully! to paint the 
energy of many of the members of chat 
1 auguſt aſſembly: Their ſtupendous Works 
are known, and have been admired; A 
been curſorily Tor forthgk ao! che tran- 
dr publications of the-t „„ 


cord thoſe eee | with more method 
and hiſtorical preciſion, to connect that Which 
would otherwiſe be left broken and obſcure 
for want of arrangement, explanation, and 
elucidation; ; if he has undertaken a taſk . 
which may be thought to require an abler 
head and hand, the fault is not ſo much i in 
his e as 1 in n his 3 e 


151 is lb in the firſt than in the ſucceed- 
ing volume, that the Sketcher of this Hiſtory 
pretends to build on materials excluſively _ 
his own. Driven by perſecution from Eng- 
land, he was thrown into ſo peculiar a ſitu- 
ation in France, that he may, without fear | : 
of contradiction, ſay, few had the ſame op- 
en woe abs ea * cauſes of many 
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The 8 of . Prnny's . the Otees 
"on of his leaving England and of ſome of thoſe” 
_ Occurrences in France which peculiarly interefled 
Aim: the whole ſerving as an Introduction to his_ 
Sxzren OF THE Fazancu Rrvorurton. „ 
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5 qu es my eee 

of my own caſe; is created principally by the importance of one 
part of the work itſelf, and additionally ſo by my accidentally - 
reading an article in a Review for Auguſt laſt, in which a very 
_ ſmall publication, with my name, ſcarce deſerving to be 1 a 
publication, i is une xpectedly made mention of, 

If the Reviewer thought proper to notice ſo infignificant an 47. 
tele, I ſhould have felt ho uneaſineſs thereon ; more eſpecially a 
the criticiſm contained nothing unfavourable ; but it was ſound- 
ed on, and led to, a miſtake, of which I think it neceſſary to ſpeak, 
the whole. tranſaction being known to many perſous I eſteem for 
their problty, and with whom I am defirous to have credit for my 
own, In their eyes, therefore, as far as the Review ſhould have 
| fallen under obſet vation, I might be ſuſpected of at leuſt conniv- 
ing at the miſtepreſentation.— The miſtake in queſtion, and which, 
I have not the leaſt reaſon to believe voluatary, was erk o 
cafioned as follows: i 

On my return from W 6 or rather, after I had fallen into 
the hands of my ferocious purſuers, when fo returned; a malignant 
paragraph appeared in one of thoſe diurnal Orecler, which, as of 
old, was not leſs credited by the followers of Val, than de- 
ſpiſed by thoſe in the ſchool of CA 70.—It ſignified, that I was 
| become at length ſo diſguſted with the French, that 1 had choſen 
| rather, to return to England, and take up my abode in a cell of 
Newgate, than longer ſtay with ben in their deteſtable country. 
This was, as it were, preſuming to ſpeak for me, in my own 
name; and this it is which compelled me to break that filence 11 
had reſolved to keep at leaſt for ſome time. I took a pen in my 
| Ve oat wed an on 5 


3 


4 j 

denial of any ſuch ſentiments inhabiting my breaſt, or of any ſuch 
reaſons having occaſioned my return home. I ſhould have been, 
| thenceforward, unworthy. of thoſe tokens of regard ſo often mani- 
felted to me by the good men in France, if I had not wiped away, as 
far as I could, ſo foul an aſperfion on their philanthropy, and en 
their civic virtue, _ 

When this letter had appeared in the newſpaper, I was aſked if | 
I would permit a perſon to re- print it for his own benefit, if he 
could ſell it, I anſwered, I conceived I had no right to prevent 
any body, ſo diſpoſed, from re-printing that which had been ren- 
dered public through the vehicle of a newſpaper ; moreover, that 
I had not the leaſt objection to the further, ſpreading thoſe my ſen-, 


timents, which I had thought neceſſary to avow fo openly ; all $ -. 


defired was, that I might be allowed to ſee, and, if neceſſary, cor 
rect a proof. ſor the preſs, to obviate the chance of any miſtake in 
jis re Printing. This was complied with; and I have ſince heard, 
the ſetter ſo re-publiſhed, has been ſold by more bookſellers than 
one, with the addition of two or three pages concerning a tranſae- 
tion which, though of uncontradicted fafts, and ſuch facts as deſerve. 
| notice, are nevertheleſs quite unconnected with what I myſelf had 
to lay, They lay open to the reader the various flagitious prac- 
tices of Spies and Informers; and acquaint him that a bribe 
had been offered to the writer of that ſhort memoir, of fifty Gui». 
ness to be paid in hand, with a further douceury or ſalary, of one 
Guinea pet week, provided he would diligently perform the office 
of a /airh/ul ſervant to the adminiſtration, by e the von · 
| duct of the Patriots, and the Societies. 
This is the circumſtance I would defire to fuk to, 1 as s the | ug 5 
viewer cf this Op»/culey doubtleſs with as little attention as (o tri- 
a thing deſerved, ſceing my name in the title page, and not 
3 that the laſt ſew pages, though ſtitched under the ſame, 
| cover, formed a diſtin piece, concluded the whole to be mine. 
ln this manner, [ preſume, he was induced to repreſent the 
: by be as offered to, and the refuſal as made by, me; when, in re- 
iy, I was a perfect tranger, to the matter. + 
80 much of an explanation being forced upon me by the 10 
counted accident, 1 L willingly prolong the. 
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| ouſly y enbyoy ig ns 1 pen on a "more " fgnificant i theme,” to 
give the outlines of my own adventures, from my leaving England, 
in the autumn of ninety-two, until my return to it this laſt ſpring. * 
ſay the outlines, for, moſt aſſuredly, were I of importance enough 
in the world's eye, a large volume might eaſily enough be wtitten 

the reon. The repugnance I feel in becoming the topic of my own 
diſcourſe (ſhort as I mean to make it}, is greatly qualified by what 
I conceive an indiſpenſible neceiſity of thereby enabling my readers 
of The Sketch of the French Revolution, to underſtand how I obtain= 
ed a knowledge of many of thoſe incidents and anecdotes, which, 
though abſtractedly appearing to he unimportant to the grand 
work, had, nevertheleſs, very conſiderable, but remote influence 
upon ſome of its moſt ſtriking parts. 

Scarce a ſingle day paſſed, after my country, 1 had almoſt ſaid _ 
my ungrateful country, forced me from its boſom, that did not max 
ſome new and deep impreſſion upon my mind—produce ſome 

change on what might be called my fortune, or affect, in 4 great | 
degree, my perſonal ſafety, and even my exiſtence, 

We are too apt to be garrulous, when we retrace thoſe ſcenes in 
our paſt life, which principally make up what may be called the 
drama of it, If theſe ſcenes were not all tragedy; it a at leaſt 
be ſaid they were highly /entimenial, © | 

To refrain, as much as poſſible, from that impertinent exorifiy | \ 
I ſo condemn in others, I will endeayour to confine my narrative 
within the bounds of what I hope will be thought not a preſump 
tuous deſign. I therefore caſt a retroſpective wy to the 1 
fituation of England at the moment I quitted it. 1 

It is well known, that at the above period T conducted a 2 
paper, called the Az vs, which tor ſome time had been my owh 
property. I need ſay nothing of the principles upon which it was 
conducted, it is ſufficient that it partook of my own. The ſpirit 
of liberty had for ſome time been rapidly ſpreading through the 
nation: it had pervaded the remoteſt corners of it. MinisT#x9, 
who pretended to ſee many dangers, and certainly did ſee the dan. * 
ger of loſing their places, called a council among themſelves, mage © 

 nifying their mutual fears by the ſympathy of each other's feelings; 
ag bold by the opinions and the devotion of the | 
. "2 uu 


= fs). 


[low egen of the o a plan was determined on to be purfued | 
with ſoch rigour as ſhould greatly check, if not wholly controul, 
the Preſs, It is unneceſſary to expatiate on the axtoTocrarIC 
aſſociations which were formed at that time, with a view to over. 
awe the free mind ; nor need I ſpeak of the meaſure purſued by the 
church miniflert, and parochial officers, in going from door to door 
to conſtrain each inhabitant to put his name to what was termed 
„ hyal adurſi ; with 2 view thereby to preſs into government's 
ſervice 4 oer OF PUBLIC OPINION, in like manner as an ar- 
my is raiſed by pre/# awarrants for the king's ſervice. Thus, with 
the combined forces of law officers, and civil officers, it is nothing 
extraordinary, if the effect of the firſt meaſures ſhould have encou · 
raged the alarmiſi to make what uſe they pleaſed of the alarmed. 
Proſe:utions for libels—informations for ſeditious word indict- 
ment for treaſonable practices, were ſet up as the order of the day. 
Arbitrary power ſeemed reſolved to rear its ſlandard higher than 
ever, and a ſwarm of mercenary writers inſtantly muſtered around 
it. Bot to purſue this point any further, would be to give a hiſ- 
_ tory foreign to that which I Propoſed, | ; 
My Paper, and myſelf, were marked out as the firſt objefts ET 
againſt which the newly accumulated, and ſtill zepumulating yep- | 
geance, ſhould diſcharge its firſt fire; and, incredible as it may ap» 
Pear, it is a fact, that not leſs than three cabinet councils were held 
to deviſe the beſt means of ,x/erminating, all at once, what was 
deemed ſo troubleſome and inimical to the ſyſtem then purſuing. 
But, my countrymen, what will you ſay, when, at a future day, I ; 
hold up to your view a wretch—a hypocrite, accredited as a pa- 
triot of the firſt claſs, aſſiſting at the door of this ſame cabinet, with 
the view, no doubt, of making his way to miniſterial favour and pro- 
ferment, by an amende 4;/oonerable for his former refractory con- 
duct? Perhaps the under ſecretary of ſiate's budget may hereafter be 
opened to public view, it will turn out a very ſurpriſing entertain- 
ment, Not to be tedious upon this part of my caſe, which will 
one day neceſſarily be brought forward in a more intereſting 
ſhape, I ſhall only obſerve, that, valuable as the newſpaper was to 
me, it having been eſtabliſhed ar four thouſand pounds expence, I 
e pants it to the vicarious ſuperintendance of pre- 


us : mi/ingy 


+ > 


ming, but docetolng flends'x and I believe I ſhould nor fag tte 
much, if I were to affirm, that the injuries I have to complain of 
and the perſecution I have to reſent, were not leſs occaſiviied or 
ſtirred up by the inſidious, the treacherous condutt of ſuch pre» = 
tended friends, than by the open, the combined attacks of proſeſł- 


ed enemies; the time for this inveltigation, however, is not yet © 


arrived. It is, notwithſtanding, a maxim I approve, not to weaken 
the confidence which patriots ſhould have in each other, if I have _ 
heretofore been diſappointed by the too good opinion I had form- 
ed of ſome among them, I hope I ſhall find compenſation by ſeeing 
them double their or a proper time, in . . the com- 


mon cauſe. 


Patriots ſhould es fewer infirmities thas other men: PIPE to | 

whom I particularly allude, boaſt of the name, and exult in the at- 
|  chievements of patriotiſm, but they are many of them able pa» 

triotr, and worn-out patriots, part too have been untried, have ſcarce» - 

| ly been exerciſed ; they have not yet conquered their own paſſions, 
their own ill habits; they are, above all, not ſufficiently indifferent 
to their perſonal enjoyments and ſafety, they have not courage to 
make a great ſacrifice in a great cauſe. | Such are the patriots / know, 
| There are, however, thoſe I do not yet know, from whom much may 

be expected in due time, TI ME that creator of events, will bring 
them forward ;—'tis in the rugged paths of life we muſt look for 
the intrepid and the vigorous; tis in the filent abode of adverſity 
we muſt go in queſt of ſtubborn virtue, and not in the manſions of 
luxury, and the haunts of faſhions. But whither am I going ?—1I 
will conclude this topic, by ſaying, that my hopes reſt on thoſe 
which are grozving, and not on thoſe which are over-grown. 

Lord Kaus, on this ſubject would ſay, ſuch men muſt die aways 
and their places be occupied by a new tace. My reader may, per- 
haps, from theſe ſevere animadverſions, accuſe me of being cynieal. 
I own I am ſuſpicious; I have reaſon to be ſo—but I truſt I am 
not ill-yatured: I have been followed, J have been flattered in 
proſperity ; I have been ſhunned, I have been forgotten in adver- 
ſity. Let the ſhame of thoſe I have afliſted in their neceſſities, 
work a regeneration in their baſe natures, and induce them to ſeek 


%%% 7: 
thoſe paſſions, and thoſe laviſh cuſtoms, which ſo much diſgrace 
all who would paſs for rational and free men. ; 


Bot I have no reaſon now to be ſorry for the treatment 1 have 
mat with, I am thereby exempted from the heavy tax which fri- 


yolous, not to ſay vexatious, acquaintances, would lay upon my 


time, ſo precious in all reſpects, e nes 


their abſence ; thus 


One can create; and in what place ſoe er | 
Thrive under evil, and work caſe out of pain, Mirron. 


As ſoon as it was reſolved on by the crown lawyers, that I 
ſhould be both proſecuted, and indifted, that. is, attacked at all 


points at once, intelligence was communicated to me of the reſult, 
with the hint that I might expect the vengeance of the law, and 
the lawyers, in all forms and modes; that it was determined to re- 
je bail, and impriſon me without allowing me the uſe of pen and 
ink—Terrible interdiction this to me! Under all theſe circum- 
fances, I was perſuaded to withdraw to the continent, till the 


ftorm ſhould in ſome degree abate; being aſſured that, 1 in the 


monn time, the Argus would be taken care of. 

I had at this time an hour's converſation, too, with another ac- 
quaintance, diſtinguiſhed ſince, if not by apsfacy, at leaſt by an un- 
gardonable indifference to the cauſe, and to all who have ſuffered | 


under it ; a cauſe which he affected once to vindicate with as much 


open vehemence, as with ſecret art, He told me, that from his 
profeſſional connection with certain great perſonager, and characteri, 


he had learned that « the /ygers were ſo ferocious, and were ſo eager _ 


in ſharpening their claws, that he ſhould not be ſurpriſed | if they 
attempted 1 draw blood; that if I retired to the other fide the 
channel, I might fully rely on his attention, as one of my friends, 
for the preſerving ſo valuable a property as the Azcvs; that 
there were too many foftering father: among the patriots, not to 


provide for the wants of an orphan Hercules, which augured ſo 


much benefit to the cauſe of freedom.” 

Theſe promiſes haſtened my departure, while they flattered n me 
with a do return, To avoid, e a tec · entrance into that 
8 


. 


| priſon, from which, wich ppb n Teo Rui; T had but juſt been 


| liberated, and into which I had been thrown, for-preſuming to 
_ queſtion the qualifications of the miniſters, and the accuracy of the 
royal Gazette, on the Nootka ſound affair, I put a ſhirt and a pair of 


ſtockings in my pocket, and with only eleven guineaz in my purſe, 
I ſet off ta Brighthelmſtone; at which place I had not arrived an 
hour, before I was told that a boat was juſt ſailing to Dieppe, 


with half a dozen French gentlemen ; and that, if I choſe, I mighe 


be one of the party. I availed myſelf of the occaſion; nd“ 
the next morning my feet were upon that land, which the wiſe 


men of Gotham, in deriſion, called Fool's. Paradiſe, and which my. 


ſelf, leſs wiſe, inclined to believe might, ere long, ew * way | 


to render the whole earth a m Paradiſ. 
2 This is not an improper place to eee ee time or 
impriſonment in the King's Bench had expired, I was ſerved wich 
the copy of an information filed by the attorney - general, in the 
name, as it were, of the houſe of commons, for inſerting in the 
Argus, in the month of May preceding, the follow ing paragraph: 


« While it is ſo generally acknowledged that the prefent houſa 


of commons is not compoſed of the beni fa 'repreſehtatives of the 


nation, does it not follow, that the people A England deſerve the: - 
A dmiration for docility, rather than the abuſe of miniſters ſor te- 
fractorineſs, by ſubmitting to laws; which, in the ſtrict ſenſe of 
the ones end wilted eee een 5 
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ragraph, than to obſerves: that it is upon this alone upon thus 


telling the people of England, that the houſe of commons contains 


men who do not actually repreſent them, that the writer was to be 
impriſoned time without end, and perhaps fined without bounds. 
Sure ly, if the attorney- general of the .crown, conſidered himſelf. 
equally the attorney- general of the people, things would not be 
thus. But this is not all; for a few days after I withdrew, "wu 
following advertiſement appeared in the Gazette 5 
« Whereas Sampſon Perry, late of Weſtminſter, in the con. 
of Middleſex, ftands indicted in his Majeſty's court of King's 
| Bench, at Weſtminſter, of Michaclmas an. +" 


* . 
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and publiſhed | 
' Geditious libel, and now abſconds from juſtice, The lords cemmi(ſ- 


|  Goners of his Majeſty's treaſury are hereby pleaſed to promiſe a re- 
ward of one hundred pounds to any perſon or perſons who ſhall 

or cauſe to be apprehended, On Powys 
fo that he may be dealt with aceording to law, 


a Wu. CHaMpunLaruyy Solicitor to the treaſury,” 


Ds nating a e miautvalag 
eonclude this was intended to purſue, overtake, and deſtroy ſome 
monſter in human ſhape, emma e eee eee e 


_ way? 
- ee 


| King's Bench, and, upon the ar parif evidence there produced, for 
I had neither witneſſes, or counſel preſent, I was cones ag 


and, by the activity of the law (it not being an equity caſe), the = 
proceedings were carried on to writs of. outlawry, being thereby 
e dae OR or wt he 
Aae as Dirypr I wrote to England, by the rem of the veſs- 
fel, that I had landed there, and was preparing to ſet out to Paris, 
a city-now becoming more famous than ever, for containing within 
PPP 
lous patriots, that have been recorded in any age. 54 
. At ihe cofits houſe aligned as the place for Urefting my lowens- 
from England, eee, deep gm be, 
ff. Ns = 


4 | 5 1 


Dear Sir, 


. e eee nar 
eee the menacing re- 
ſearches of your perſecutors, equally the perſecutors of liberty; 
but my joy was ſoon changed into regret—for on Friday laſt 
£4 ++ „ told me, that he had every reaſon to be convinced 
thats + + + +9 4 + was an enemy, in the diſguiſe of a friend; 
that, in concert with the Ds « „ 7r, whom he has ſo often made 
the ſu — aa 


1 


abies that ths nc fand in the e kia own partievlor 


ſiniſter views and, indeed, I heard him ſay, at the Cocoa | 


Tree, the morning before yeſterday, t that the Argus deſerved no 
more countenance from oppo/ition, than from miniftry, ſince it abuſ- 


ed the leader of the former, as much as it did the head of the lats 


ter. When I mentioned the unwarrantable meaſures taken by the 
ftamp- office, in refuſing to allow it to be printed, and that I hoped 
the affair would be taken up in the houſe of commons, he replied, 


that it would do no good; for that the men who had enforced theſe 


unprecedented ſteps, were perſuaded that they were been, Keren 
to their parliamentary adverſaries, as to themſelves, - 35184 

V ou ſee, therefore, that you have been betrayed, ifn not fold; by 
perſons i in whom you conſided; and that, by not making the Argus 
a party-paper, it has been denounced: by each ſide to the other, 


Many know now, what a few have long known that by diyulg- 


ing the ſecret views of the ins and outs, of miniſters and would- 


be miniſters, both are equally wel: 1 in n cutting OR — 


blabber's tongue. 

Wich the peruſal of this letter, aa all hs Ads in 1 
| repatal leaders of the patriotic band in England. They. appeared 
to be acting the part which GAA Dil Lon, and other 
French officers, of ancient uſage, but of env pretenfions; were lately 
accuſed of, viz, leading the zealous and intrepid into ſnares and 
ambuſh. The mortification ariſing from his intelligence, was ſoon 
after ſwelled to a greater bull, by the unprincipled behaviour W 


two perſons, to whom I had transferred a valuable property, on 


conſide ration of receiving an annuity, and which was now diſeon- 


tinued, upon the pretence of the law, proceedings againſt me. All 
this together had well nigh determined me to fly-too far from my 


| "mm land, and i its degenerated inhabitants, ever Wn 1 


But it was not ſo decreed; ? * 
1 —— deeper ven fre ics clue, 
. it been finally formed. 


I T breakfaſted with rater A this time, at thi Philadelphia 
how and aſked him, which province in America he conceived the 
beſt calculated for s fugitive to ſettle in, and, as it wereß begin 
_ the world . means, or — than” ne 
. 5 | . I, _n 


** 


Perſe, and comm 55% 0. Whether he ſaw the 6ceafion, and 

ſelt the rendency of this queſtion, I know not; but he turned 
it afide, by the political news of the day, and added, that he was 
going to dine with Pzrrovw, the mayor, and that he knew T ſhould 
| be welcome, and be entertained, We went to the mayoralty to. 
gether, ina hackney coach, and were ſeated at a table, about which 
were placed the following perſons :—PgT10n, the mayor of Paris, 
with his female relation, who did the honour of the table, Do- 
Movnien, the commander in chief of the French forces, and one 
of his aids de camp, SanTerne, the commandant of the armed 
force of Paris, and an aid de camp, Convorcer, Brigor, GAU. 
vers Girnonner, Danton, KergarnTt, CLavitgg, VercNtt- 
46 b, and Syry ts, which, with three other perſons, whoſe names 
I do hot now recollett, and, including Paine, and myſelf, made, in 
all, nineteen: of this T am the more particular, as being the firſt 
company of revolatiorfſts T had been in, and as being unqueſtion- 
#bly compoſed of men the moſt diſtinguiſhed for talents of any in 
Europe, The celebrity which ſome of theſe gueſts had acquired 

for erudition, conftituted them the ſtanding arbiters of all learned 

controverſies, Polemics uniformly reſpected their decifions, and 
abided by them. They were, moreover, "Tepublicans—fruerh 
RepuBlicant—republicans from principle, 

How came fuch men, then, it will be aſked, to be fo hardly dealt 
with by that republick, which they were ſo affidaous to found? 
This apparent myſtery will be beſt explained in the progreſs of 
my Sketch of the French Revolution, They might moſt truly, 
und at all events, be looked upon as the family of the revolution; 
und it was not one of the worlt things which Hz near, the author 
of the Pore du Chene, (aid, in the courſe of his defence, when upon 
hiv trial, chat u che revolution, Uke SLY ou of old, an 
its own offipring.” - | 

It requires, indeed, that a man, Gs ab 
of this nature, ſhould carry his regards pretty far into foturity; 
tor, it is a ſolemn truth, that out of the fifteen-perſons named as 
above deſcribed at dinner, omitting Paine, and myſelf, and leav- 
ing out the Ges who were pode to mes eee bare ee | 


. 5 ) 


party was formed, not from convivial conſideration, but to call tos 
gether the committee for drawing up the plan of a conſtitution, 
of which, four of the perſons I have mentioned were members, the 
other two came in as we roſe from the table, and, after taking cob. 
fee, the whole fix retired into a cloſet to their work, —_ 
Dumourier, and a eee went to 5 e and hs reſt dif 
prſed : | ; 
In this place, it way not * BE to offer an 00 1 
fGignal inftance, oF the tranſitorineſs of popular favour, when the 
pretenſions to it are founded in ambition. Du nous ien the Great, 
for ſo he might as juſtly be called as Po E- Dumourier, who 
had achieved ſuch wonders, in ſo ſhort a ſpace, with undiſeiplined 
troops, on enteri:.z the box of the theatre, was ſaluted by the whole | 
audience, as the exo of: France—was hailed as the 8zavioun t | 
his country—was proclaimed the conqutxon of liberty; the | 
whole building ſhook. with the reverherating ſounds, This was 
in December, ninety - two; and, in the April following, I was pre- | | 
ſeat in the convention, when that afſen:bly decreed that Tax | 
AUNDRED THOUSAND: CROWNS. EY be offered oy His _ 
dead, or alive, 5 
Here is a leſſon for the EPS 1 your . rea · „„ 
ders, and if you find any ſeeds of it there, check the growth in 
time; for, that Dumourier was poſſeſſed of a towering ambition, all 
| know; that he fell under it, and was cruſhed by its weight into 
that inſignificance in which we We ny his Ty den en | 
can never deny, 
The Pariſian newſpapers kev ide hone this time, made the perſe- 
cution of the Engliſh miniſtry againſt free writers a frequent topic, 
1 was particularly named, in ſome of them, as having been forced to 
take refuge in that city, To this notoriety, I impute the invitation 
I received froma lady, whom I mention with equal pleaſure and gra- 
titude, for the public ſpirit, the aſſiſtance ſhe gave the cauſe of her 
country, and for the great ſolicitude ſhe evinced to prevent, as much 
as lay in her power, the patriots of any nation from falling in the ſtrug- 
gle of her own, This lady, notwithſtanding hey fortune was daily 
 diminifhing by the progreſs of the revolution, kept an open houſe 
"oy ha a aa hn rights of ind, who 
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had diſtinguiſhed themſelves in any manner, or in any part of the- 


world. It was here that I met with another order of patriots, in- 
ſeriot to the former in ſcholaſtic learning, but not ſo in the know- 
ledge of the world, and unqueſtionably ſuperior to them in energy 


of thought, in vigour of mind, and in thoſe more robuſt endow- - 


ments which always are called vp and, perhaps, are indiſpenſably 
requiſite in great revolutions. There were ſeldom fewer then 


_ twenty perſons at this plain civic dinner; and thoſe whom I moſt 


tecollect at this time, were—HBzRAULT de SECHELLBS, Ana- 
Asi CLootTs, CHABOT, SY Mon, ARI8TIDE COUTHON,. 
Saint Axbur, CHALEts, Marion MonTauT, Mass1zv, LAIG- 
NELOT, TALLIES, Brrakv, Davin, Julien de TouLovsr, 
and Nod. By the almoſt inexplicable workings of this revo- 
lution, which nothing but the moſt perſpicacious obſervations can 


follow, and nothing but the moſt ſagacious reaſonings can explain, 


the firſt five of theſe fierce republicans the ſe intrepid Jacobins, were 
guillotined ; the next five are at this time in priſon, whoſe fate 
probably will be determined by the event of a new collifion of ſenti. 
ment ; and the laſt five are fill ſitting in freedom in the conven- 
tion, except Julien, who fled from France. 

Although the circumſtance 1 am going to mention wil Wn more 
properly, and more fully laid open to the reader of the Sketch of 
the Revolution, when ſpeaking of the events of a certain period, 
yet it is not unſcaſonable to introduce ſo much of it here as will 


new the almoſt miraculous eſcape I had from PENS of he _ 


of the firſt perſon on this lit. 

HokavLitT bg SeCHELLYs, as well as . bad 5 
by the convention, nominated a member of the committee of pub- 
lic ſafety. HrxzavLT was a man of talents, but inclined to Vanity 
a dangerous propenſity in a revolution, one of the objects of which 


i, to eſtabliſh a ſimplicity of manners. Ile could ſpeak Engliſh ; 


and as all hope of making up the difference with England was not 


extinguiſhed, he was fixed on by the other members to take the 


diplomatic part upon himfelf, He called upon me a ſew days after- 
wards, paid many compliments to my nation, and, after a preface, 


in which he was pleaſed to ſay he conſidered me as the friend to 


my ow creaturey on which ever fide the channel they might be 
| lituateds 


LOSS 
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ſituated, and | n I muſt abhor war, er deplore its 2 * . er * 5 2 


he made no heſitation to ſay, that it was the defire of the nie | 


tee to open a communication with England again, if it could be 
done conſiſtently with the honour of France, and the views of the 
people. He deſired to conſult with me, ard aſk my opinion of the 


oppoſition in England; for that it appeared the Britiſh miniſter - 
was determined on the proſecution of a war at all events ; but, ſays 
he, * if it be once known in England, that we are diſpoſed to en- 
ter into a treaty with new men, the good ſenſe, and particularly 
the mercantile intereſt of England, will ceaſe to ſupport an ad- 
miniſtration which will not do for them what they ſo much ſtand 


in need of as ſoon, therefore, as it is known that we are willing 
to treat with other men, thoſe men will be accredited in the eyes 
of the country, and muſt neceſſarily have the power transferred. 
from thoſe hands in which it is uſeleſs and injurious, into their 


own.” He added, that he found, on coming into office, a projet 


laid down by his predeceflors for commencing ſuch a treaty with 

the Engliſh oppoſition ; but as two noblemen's names were the 
moſt conſpicuous in it, he was perſuaded nothing could be done with 
it ; ſuch was the i inveterate e the whole 1 dp had 4-246 
titles, 7 
Hie now entered into ee He faid that the committee 

had fixed their expectations on Mr. Suki, as a man of ta- 
lents, and zeal in the cauſe of philoſophy: and national goodſel- 


lonſhip; that moreover, not being of the privileged caſt; there 


would be no jealouſy excited in the minds of the French "gala 
ſuch a treaty, ſhould it fail of irs effect. | 


He knew I had a female relation in France: he wggelles, mere - 
fore, that the committee would give her and a friend paſſports, 
it I would conſent to try the experiment, which would be more 


fully explained to me the next evening. I defired two friends 
might be preſent at the communication, and M. LAVI TE was one 
of them. This I propoſed for my ſafety, and ſatisfaQtion; foreſee- 
ing, that party following party ſo rapidly, my character, and my 
ile together, might be eventually endangered. But not to be too 
particular concerning this circumſtance, in this place, as it will 
mo 0 8 more fully expoſed i in * Sketch of the e 


* 
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I ſhall only obſerve, that the reſult of the next converſation was 
my ſending my friend and her companion to England with letters 
to Mr. Sheridan, and two others of ſome note in the oppoſition, 
The letters, I am informed, were delivered; paſſports, as I bad fig- 
vified in them, were diſpatched to Calais and Oſtend, for any per- 
ſons fixed on to diſcuſs the buſineſs on the other fide the water, 
 Partin at this time degenerated into fafions; and whether it was 
ſuſpefted by his colleagues that HzrauLT pe SecHeLLEs made 
an improper uſe of his authority as a member of the committee, I 
know not, but his influence declined ſoon after; inſomuch that he 
was preſently denounced, and a deeree of accuſation iſſued againſt 
him; one article in which was, that „ he had giyen informations 
to the Engliſh injurious to the intereſts of France,” He was im, 
mediately impriſoned, He wrote me the letter, which will ap, 
pear in its proper place, propheſy ing his ſpeedy murder, as he 
called it, and telling me that it was probable the fame injuſtice 
would fall upon myſelf, and perhaps on Sir Ropurr Smith z 
fince ſeeing that nothing had been done in the other way, a proy 
poſal had been made to the baronet, to go to Toulon, and open 
# communication through Loa Hoop, „ 
Six Roprur Sutrn was in the ſame priſon with me near a 
year; and for many months of that time, I expected, on account of 
my intimacy with Hemult, to be called to the tribunal, and, I be- 
lieve, my countryman and neighbour expected as much. With re- 
ſpeel to the communication Sechelles bad with England, through 
ws, it is but juſtice to his memory, to declare, that it would not 
leſſen the reputation of the firſt philoſopher and philanthrope of the 
age. If his other accuſations were as unfounded as this, I have no 
ſcruple in ſaying be was unjuſtly put to death, as the letters in 
queſtion to Mr. Sheridan, &c. can teſtify ; not that I have ever ſeen 
either of the parties, or heard. of them ſince, for it was not on the 
ſcore of intimacy I writ to them, but on that of love to my coun- 
| try, and the human race I ſaw a fair opportunity of the horrors 
_ of war being put an end to; I therefore lent my hand, and the 


 _ mall means I had to effect ſo defirable a purpoſe, After the exe- 


_ .eution of Herault, I underſtood that I owed my eſcape to the pri- 
loners with whom he was tried; Dax ro, Chanor, CLoofts, 
N | 1 PAitir- 
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puixter Aux, &c. being declared in rebellion to the tyibunal; as 


they refuſed to plead, unleſs the witneſſes they cited, being n - 
bers of the convention, were allowed to attend the trial. 

On the repreſentation of the preſident of the tribunal vin 
vention, that the priſoners (ſeventeen in number) were in this re. 
fractory ſtate, an order was returned to make out judgment, and 
they were all hurried to execution, as being put out of the W. 
There being no trial therefore, Hzz a vLT could not enter into the 
explanation of his innocence; otherwiſe, for juſtice and honour's 
| fake, my own danger out of the caſe, I muſt have been called 
upon indeed, he propoſed to cite me. This, however, is but ont 
of the hair: breadth eſcapes which myſelf, and many of my country- 
men, may look back to, in the tumultuary movements of a ſenſi- 
tive ſuffering people, driven almoſt road by Rein foes without, 
and inſidious enemies within, | 
About this time, the alarm from the progrefs of ths allies be- 
came general throughout France, and eſpecially from the fall of 
Palenciemes and Conte, A dectee, as a meafure of general ſafety, 
was paſſed with reſpect to the Engliſh in Paris. Six reſpondents 
were neceſſary to keep every one from arreſt. Batanv, CLoots, 
Massizu, MonTauTt, Davin, and Niochz, fighed my atteſta- 
tion, and that preſerved me in liberty for ſome time, while others 
were ſhut up but the tampering of Lox Hoop with the Tauer 
vai the beſie ging of Dgſeey, the inſurrection of Bordeaux, and the 
alarming fermentation of nine departments i in | the ſouth, changed 
tlie face of things. 

To all this may be added, a general indignation raiſed in the 
minds of the moſt conſiderate of the French people, from the pub- 
lication of a letter ſaid to have fallen out of the pocket of an Eng- 
liſhman at Cambray, This letter, though in a great degree en- 
matical, ſtill enabled the common reader to diſcover, that it pur- 
ported to be the contrivance of an agent of the miniſter in London, 
to a fy in France. It recommended the buying up vaſt quantities 
of many of the nereſſaty and moſt familiar articles of life {tallow, 
for inſtance) ; ſo us to ptodoce a ſcarcity over that country, with 
the view to irritate, and puſh to exceſs, the lower claſs of che pas- 


Plc: Ut recited the names, too, of a great 9325 of the moſt weal- 
Bs bly 


thy and mercantile Engliſhmen in Paris who were calculated, or 
diſpoſed to aſſiſt this ſcheme, . The names, to be ſure, were not at 
foll length; but it was impoſſible that half à dozen reſidents of 
' Paris could not make out every perſon intended to be indicated: 
ſeveral banken for inſtance, Boyp, Herr 12s, or rather Cary, 
the agent of the latter, were all deſignated in this ambiguous ſcroll, 
It would have been truly ſhocking, but it would not have been at 
all ſurpriſing, if the moſt enraged of the Parifians had laid violent 
hands upon thoſe denounced perſons ; for whether the letter were 
genuine, or otherwiſe, it pointed: out a moſt wicked and diabolical 
work for the ſubalterns who were to be its undertakers. A great 
deal of mouey was to be diſtributed by means of the bankers nam- 
ed—and whether this letter, or other conſiderations, occaſioned 
them to fly from Paris, certain it is, that their flight confirmed the 
wavering opinion with reſpect to the letter being authentic. | 
Lime, which brings many. myſteries to light, will, ua probably, 
ene day unravel this, and few whether it was intended the letter 
mould produce the effect at firſt fight naturally to be expected; or 
whether it had been planned by Engliſh, or French ingenuity, to, 
bring the Engliſhmeo in France into danger, or into diſguſt againſt 
the revolution, = Wa | ES i | „ 
It was now become dangerous to plead in favour of an Engliſh- 
man; and Dax ro made an obſervation in the convention, the 
effect of which was intended to fall on me in particular; for he 
_ faid, « ſuch was the deep and wicked policy of Pirr, that he 
might ſend his emiſſaries with certificates of proſeription, on purpoſs 
to overlook their meaſures,” The ſame evening, one of the be- 
fore named perſons, in the kindeſt manner, called on me, and ſaid, 
My much valued friend, the ſtorm which has ſo long aſſailed 
vs, thicken faſt ; your government is a grieyous enemy to us; 
there is no mentioning an Engliſhman, without repugnance to us, 
and danger to him, Danton is full of patriotiſm, as you ſee, but 
he has a bad opinion of the Engliſh in general here. The letter, 
the memorable letter, has deſtroyed all confidence between the 
French and Engliſh, He does not know you as I do; you may 
not have been to ſee him, though you were next door but one 
from him. "His influence is great; he has obtained the paſſing 


* 


of ſuch a deoree, 2s will affect your liberty ſor the proſent, dt. 


Andre propoſed. an exception in your fayour;—he- cried, no ex., 


ceptions; they would be invidious—perhaps unjuſt—perhaps dane: 
gerous.” I foreſaw the tendency of this kind appriſal, and pre- 
pared for what was to happen. In afew evenings after, two muniy | 
cipal officers, in their tricolor ſcarfs, knocked at the door of m 
little cottage. I ſpared them the trouble of a long apologetic diſ- 
courſe, and accompanied them to the ee poly a oon 
vent, now. metamorphoſed into a priſon. e + ab En 
Jo detail one half of what paſſed in this et 
houſe of ſorrow, would be to-fill a quarto volume; my preſcribed . 
bounds to this narrative will not allow me to touch upon the 
| ſhocking enormities which were committed under the name of 
LAW. But the nation bad long been in a prodigious ferment ; its 
fever was now at its height; the delirium was come on; and it 
appeared to one claſs of revolutioniſts, that deſperate remedies . 
could alone ſave the patient. It is not my deſire, or intention, to 
conceal from the readers of my Sketch of the French Revolution, 
thoſe deplorable occurrences, which at this time tinctured it with 
ſo diſmal a hue they will be ſpoken of in their proper places: ſuffice - | 
it here to ſay of myſelf, that I made the teur of the Paris priſons, 
beginning, as I have mentioned, in n old monaſtery, and ending 
in an old palace; it being from the Luxzmpovks that fue, | 
Iniling liberty' hailed me with, the glad voice of deliverance... 
No ſooner. freed from the confinement 1 had endured of four - 
hundred and one days, but I looked back, with leſs horror than 
may be imagined, on what had paſſed. Aan. 1 


A day may come with pleaſure to relate 
1 My ſufferings pait as benefits of fate.” 


L even looked forward without dread, to what might appear hide-. 5 
ous to others—incarceration a third time in my own country. No 
matter; I was almoſt deſtitute of acquaintances, as, moſt of my 
former were dead, or diſperſed... ] was without pecuniary re- 
ſources—I had no account of the few, very frau, friends I loved in a 
England, and whom, it is probable, I ſhall never love hy having, 
in theſe tri als, elfectually . them. 
. D 


Liens. 
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4.nrevetor—the benevolent Laignelot, whoſe reverſe of for - 
tune I 1ament—whoſe impriſonment I deplore, had not forgotten 
me. He was 4 member of the committee of public ſafety ; he 
early made the motion ſor my enlargement, and procured me a 
peſſport to the frontiers, He gave it me with reluctance; for 
he ſuſpected my intentions of quitting France, He ſaid, « The 
good men of all nations love one another, Can I do any thing | 
ſor you, to nid in eraſing from your memory your paſt ſufferings 
and injuries? Don't think of leaving us till the impreſſion of 
them is totally effaced.” We embraced each other; and I have 
never ſeen him ſince, Shocked enough I was to behold the name 
of this energetic friend to his country, and to mankind, among 
thoſe who were to be confined in the caſtle of Ham; but ſuch is 
the eſſect of ation, and retro: action, in the revolutionary ſpring 
which is now fuſtaining the whole weight of the jarring paſſions, 
opinions, and intereſts, of twenty-five millions of Frenchmen, _ 
: Arrived at Havre, much addrefs was neceſſary for me to embark 
in any ſhip, as paſſports were not allowed to the natives of apower 
at war with France. I ſought out, and found, an American cap- 
tain, very good ſailor, and, I believe, as good a man, but from 
an apprehenſion of ſome riſque he ſhould run in taking me, he 
alked an extraordinary price. I hoped to paſs the ehannel for five 
gbineas, he would have fifteen, It was not in my power to com- 
ply with the demand. The circumſtance, however, being known 
to one of iny countrymen on the ſpot, it is but a ſmall part of what } 
is due to his liberal, his handſome behaviour to me, to fay, he 
called upon the captain, and, in ten minutes, I was told the whole 
affair was ſettled ; that in an hour I muſt he on board, in a ſailor's 
dteſo be found handing. the main ſail rope when the eommiſſione rs 
ſhould come aboard and anſwer to the name of 7. om Faxes, hen 
it ſhould be caſted aloud by the commis of the check. 
The orders of the captain were obeyed by the new volunteer; 
and in thirty hours the ſhip, and every ſoul on board, were on the 
verge of utter deſttüction, under the North 'foreland, in the 
 Dbwns, in a tremendous gale” of ind, and dark night ; the ſhip . 
te to break her cable every ſtrain, being within three for- 
+: ak clif, against which the wind blew ditealy. By the 
| . 
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Forevitons> - circumſtabce of the wind ſuddenly Kft 
points, the pilbt ordered the eutting away the cable, expecting to 
tlear the headland, and run through the fleet in the Downs. In 
twenty minutes, for the brig daſnhed through the water like 


rocket, we were ſurrounded by ſhips of war, two or three of which 


were firing minute guns of diſtreſs; and in two hours more, the day- 


break ſhewed us again, at no great diſtance, the coaſt of | France, 
We now tacked / about with the turning of the tide ; but having 


loft the anchor, as I deſeribed, we were obliged to put into the 


port of Dover; and there, well known as I was to mau of its 


inhabitants, by having been in garriſon in that caſſle, and in quar- 
ters in that neighbourhood, for three years; I concluded my jours 


well known, ate under the controul of, and ell di/paſed- to, the 
miniſter, their lord warden: from all this, I doubred not but they 
would provide me ſpeedily and ſaſely with barracl. 
My J miſerable, worn down, and emaciated perſon,” was not re- 
cogniſed in the euſtom · houſe room, even by thoſe in whoſe com- 
pany I had ſpent many convivial hours; the curious ſpectators ra- 
ther ſuſpected me of being a Frenchman, come over a à ſpy, under 
the pretence of being an Engliſhman,” My accent even did not 
convince them to the contrary ; and I was ordered, without any 
legal warrant; to keep my room at the eee Hays ron _ _ 
Dundas s pleaſure ſhould be knu wu. mo 
As there was no a/torney-general' at hand, the ws om-houſe _ 
cer failed to have his commands executed; for, as ſoon as it was 
dark, I ſat out on foot acroſs the hills; when, after a traverſe of 


near two hours, keeping along a new road, which [eariceived to 
be the old London one amended, 1 ſuddenly found myſelf at the 
edge of the cliff leading to Follfne. It ſigniſſed Hictle—I' was 


in the open air, and on my legs. Croſſing Folkſtone church- 
yard, I fat down on a tomb- tone to teſt myſelf, and there, for the 
firſt time for near four years L had the opportunity to view the 
firmament—the whole horizon—the expanſe of ſea roating almoff 
under my feet, It was in this grave poſture, and melancholy 
mood, that L reflected on the irreparable loſs of prey Tu 22 
in the prime of life—Dreadful chaſm to look on! 
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ney would be brought to a premature end; for the officers; as is 
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1 — old acquaintance at Hythe, on whom I cooll 
rely for the confidence I might place in him. I faw him; he 
preſſed me to take money of him to pay my chaiſe to London. I 
took ſome, ou not W 1 n e ee in town. 5 
next day. 

Is, as it were, irreſitibly jmpetled to We Atta 
to that houſe which had afforded me ſhelter the laſt fix hours be. 
fore my departure in 1792; it was there only, Tot that I ay 
_ where my friends were to be found, ec. 

A ſenſation more painful than any which hits ariſen hs my 
breaf in recounting theſe adventures, is that with which I am 
near concluding them: From this houſe my renewed perſecution 
began: a ſemale one of that ſex at once given us to be the charm 
and the ſupport of life—to win our hearts, and command our 
eſteem; a.young woman, whom I had not recollected, but who 
had, it was evident, recogniſed me, with apparent warmth of in- 
tereſt, and tenderneſs of regard, caught, as by ſy mpathy, the emo. 
tion of my moſt beloved friend, who was then in the very houſe. 
| She wept even, as ſhe ſaid, from the thought of what I muſt have 
endured, before my perſon and «conſtitution could have been ſo 
viſibly--fo frightfully changed. Oh, the frail wretch ! Alas! in 


one ſhort week this crocodile was moved, not as her great female 


anceſfur was, by @ /erpert, but by a more miſchievous, a more de- 
vouring tempter—by Monty —by the hundred pounds offered 
for my apprehepfion by the crown officers ; and leſt ſhe ſhould not 
eſſectually earn her coveted reward, ſhe ſent, as I have learnt fince, 
for her lover from a conſiderable diſtance, to come up to London, 
and accompany, according to an alten, the pen Head . 6 
to my very bedſide. 

Le me, however, not in e e bn the faie 
| pare of the creation, for the fault of one, cloſe this little hiſtory, 
Which I have ſpun out, moſt unwillingly, too far, The deed is un- 
natural, it it true - the hypocriſy pecompanying it, makes it ſtill 
more deteſtable ; but it is all oblite rated effectually obliterated 
in the balance of account, when I place againſt it the un- 
| ſhaken conſtancy, the unremitted affeftion, the evidence of every 
ee . and the proof of wer exemplary virtue, iv - 


. ( #1 ) 
of the ſame lee in the creation, but moſt bree WINE ano. 
(her Species, 


It was my wiſh, had'not this new calamity fallen on me, to re- 


tire to ſome cottage in the eountry, to calm my mind, and to re- 
ſtore my ſtrength; and the very night preceding this unexpeAted 
occurrence, I had walked" above twenty miles in ſearch of ſuch a 


retreat; but another of a different nature was providing for me. 


I have endeavoured to make the hours paſs away, as little ir- 


ſome as poſſible to myſelf, and as beneficial as may be to poſterity. ; 


The beſt way to promote this end, is, by a proper uſe of the pen, 


and the precept: of the fruits of the former, the public will ſoon, 
with reſpe& and humility on my part, be offered a ſample; of the 


latter, I am much more flatteringly perſuaded, that when its reſult 


is offered, it Wy be ns to "Oy enen and ee ity to | 


my happineſs. 
In the lege of: a wud 5 Shae nature 85 ond As he 


ſeldom fails to do, her part—who cheerfully, who eagerly ſhares 


my ſecluſion, my privations, as he does my pittance, and my opi- 


nions, I have no minutes to throw away in vain fegrets, in ſighs 


after the follies of life. My adopted at once leflens my immediate 


as it is fortified with u#as0x, what may not be expected from 
a pupil like chis? What deſtiny is too great for him one day te 
fulfil ? Ihe hope—the anticipated pleaſure ſuſtains and chears me. 


Such is my campanion—ſuch is my occupation, which occaſion the 
day to appear too ſhort, The innocence, the docility of this child 


of nature, qualify the diſguſt with which I am wont to turn away 


from ſociety—from human vice; and I am ready to join in that 


| trueſt of maxims * a MBN ARS ae MAY 
mn 8 


Wich 9 to tha _ She a A me ee return 
to England, there is not a great deal to be ſaid thereon; and I feel 


deſirous to run over it as briefly as poſſible, to enter upon a ſubjetts 
which 


wants, and provides for his own future ones. He is ſowing thoſe 
ſeeds which will in due ſeaſon bring him the harveſt, Witha mind ſo 
conſtriGted—ſo expanding as his is obſerved to be; enriching and 
ſtoring itſelf with T& v TH, and equally guarded againſt yx25 vD1 cn, 
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which as much imports others to know, as this ma en to inter. 
eft myſelf to tell. 
With the cauſe of the uniform perſecution of me by 40 e 
| "af crowns the reader is well appriſed, by what has been already | 
aid; yet he will doubtleſs be at a loſs to gueſs how it happens, 
that there: has been ſo great a difference, to my prejudice, in the 
inferior proceedings of the courts in caſes altogether fimilar, 
Why, for inſtance, Mr. AL mon, in a proſecution to outlawry for a 
libel on the crown, ſhould be committed to the leaſt abhorrent pri- 

ſon (the King's Bench), during the reverſal of the outlawry ; and 
why myſelf, in a proſecution to outlawry tor a libel on I know not 
whom, ſor ſaying the houſe of commons was not compoſed of the 
real repreſentatives of the people, ſhould be committed to the 
moſt deteſtable gaol in London? He will be ſurpriſed when I tell 
him, it is becauſe Mr. J. Wu rE, ſolicitor of the treaſurys 5 _ 
Jon te, marfoal of the King's Bench priſan, will have it fo. - 

I can account for the conduct of Mr, J. Wnirz s me, and 

why he prevented my obtaining a en __— ors Tomes EX 

| * that of Mr. Jonss, 

Though I believe Mr. Jones was never in ooh infide of the King's 

'Bench-priſon but once during the year of my confinement, yet 1 

faw him frequeotly in the lobby, I paid him fixty-five guineay 

| for my room, beſides my fees ; and I was civil enough to allow him, 
without expence, to put a , as it is called, in the Argus, extol- 
ling the law talents of his patron, or relation, lord Kr W you, in 
learnedly determining a complex criminal caſe at Worceſter, 
I mention theſe particulars only to ſhew that it is not likely I 
could at that time have incurred this greas man's wrath; it muſt 
have been flirred up by the accident of fifteen pounds being, invo- 
Jantarily on my part, left unpaid in the three hundred pounds fine 
impoſed on me, or from a diffimilarity of political ſentiments ; but 
whatever it be, I hope he will acquaint me of it when we again meet 
in the open court of King's Bench: and indeed the public ought to 
; be informed how the gaoler of a priſon dared to ſend me word, that 
MT obtained a removal to the —_ 5 barge Jus he woue pL 
me in 2 or is the EE” %. | 
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If this infolence be allowed, I khow not which is moſt to be 
dreaded, the body, or the limbs, of the law, But this is one of the 
evils attending the annexing a ſalary and profits of four thouſand” 
a year to an office which might be better performed for as many 
hundreds, It is the effect of too ſudden a tranſition from mount- 
ing a waggon in the country fields, and driving to market, and the. 
mounting a chariot i in St. . 5 Fields, and driving to er 
| Square. 

But be it as it may, this preſumption, by a pron in Mr. Jones's 6 
ſituation, deſerves open cenſure. | 

When I went up to court in May term laſt, this man's behaviour 
caſt a diſgrace upon the whole bench of judges, and counſellors 
too. It was privately remarked by two of the latter, and doubtleſs 
obſerved by all preſent, as well as by the young gentleman who. 
had, in the hand ſomeſt manner (unſolicited on my part), moved the 


court to a reverſal of the outlawry, The counſel for me was ; 


told that the object moved for could not be obtained in the abſence | 
of the attorney-general ; at this inſtant, that officer was coming into 
the court, when Mr. Jones ran up to him, ſtopped him at the door, 
and after whiſpering ſomething in his ear, 'occaſioned his turning 
into the court of Chancery, and by this extra-judicial proceedings 
_ teſt me, and my ſolicitor, and counſel, to go over the ſame ground ; 
again, in a future term at five months diſtance. : 
What muſt be the indignation of the learned gentlemen i the | 
court, in beholding a priſon-keeper's whiſper more influential on 
an attorney. general, than the moſt powerful logic and rhetoric 
to ſee it arreſt the courſe of juſtice, for the gratification of a per- 
ſonal reſentment too ſhameful to be ayowed : it may with truth be 
ſaid, « they manage theſe things better in France;“ it would be 
as eaſy for a Je/bua Jones to ſtop the courſe of the ſun and moon 
for a day, as to top the courſe of juſtice there for a minute. ; 
After this challenge (the only one he knows I can ſend him now) 
to meet me in hi own court the day to be fixed by his relation, I ball 
leave it to Mr. Jones's candout to put my letter to him in bis 


pocket, which occafioned the arrogan!ly-frantic meſſage he ſent me. 


by his clerk, Mr. Young, who 1 for his Pringle, and ape. 
 logized for his office, 5 
gs 
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And now, of Mr. Warts, a few words will ſuffice, nnd, I hope, 
wil for ever put a finiſh to my acquaintance with perſons of his 
deſcription, I have ſaid that a limb of the law may be more miſ- 
chievous than the whole body. An aſs does more by a kick of 
the foot, than by the movement of all his other members. 

The occurrence by which I offended the ſolicitor of the treaſury, 
is as follows: „ | 

In the month of November, 1 790 a report $2 made in the 
Argus of the proceedings before the magiſtrates in Bow-ſtreet, | 
touching the examination of a young highwayman the preceding 

day. Now it happened that the captive at the bar of their wor- 
ſhi ph Was one of thoſe poor rogues who have rich relations, and great 7 
pains were taken to ſuppreſs what would otherwiſe be detailed in 
the papers of his ſecond examination. That ſame day, however, 
I received a mandatory letter, authoriſed, as it was ſaid, by the at- 
torney-general, and ſigned 7. White, threatening me with legal 
vengeance, if I did not deſiſt immediately from publiſhing the pro- 
ceedings of what paſſed in the public police-office in Bow-ſtreet. The 
illiterature evinced in this letter, was greater, if poſſible, than its 
deſpotiſin; ſo that I could not believe it genuine, but concluded it 
- @ inenace from ſome cqualarancs of the culprit before the bar of 
Me. | N 

The following is the exact copy of the letter. The curioſity 
of ſuch rreaſury eloquence will, I hope, apologize for the Wn it oc- 5 
cupies i in this number of the work, 
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«To the Printer and Publiſher of the ev.. l 
«$18, 5 
« The practice of printing i in the W Reg the exa- 

minations taken by the magiſtrates, in the caſes of the ſeveral 
effenderr, brought before them, has ariſen to ſuch a height as calls 
upon his Majzsry's attorney- gene tal to repreſs it, as manifeſtly 
tending to prejudice (heir trials, and therefore inconſiſtent with the 
rue adminiſtration of juſtice, *' 
e The attorney general, however, thinking it wool be a 4%" 
ſhip upon any individual printeri, to inftitute proceedings againſt ' 
them for this offence; where the evil d praclice | is general, as oy; 12 4 


js 
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pot have conſidered the f fice they are doing, has directed me ce | 
give you, and the other printers of newſpapers notice, that ſuch 

practice is highly improper, not in the leaſt doubting that in conſe= ee Pr | 
. quence thereof he ſhall not MIRO neceffuly of JIG the 


accuſed 0 . ee. | 
a A 1. am n your bumble Stag | 
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The following were our i drifturesand aides upon | | 
this famous cylſtle, which, though ſealed with a crown, and kingly | | 
emblems, we did not regard as legal gy/þel, well knowing that _ | > 0 
mal. lamp is often ſet upon baſe metal. We ſaid, + | | F 
« Though we entertain a very contemptible opinion of al . | 
under. firappers at the treaſury, we could hardly ſuppoſe that | | 
even the candle-/nuffer, or errand-man to the ſolicitor, was ſo " 0 
groſily ignorant as not to know how to ſpell his own name, or to 
_ deſcribe his own office. Yet at the bottom of this letter, to which 
part, on opening it, our eyes were firſt directed, we found a Jos for 
a Jos, and a WHiLz for a WITZ. We were ſtill more ſur- . 
priſed to find that the writer, after having mutilated and diſguiſed „ 
his name, ſhould alſo mutilate his ile, the only mark of his official 2 
| conſequence.  4/iftant ſolicitor treaſury, is ſuch a jumble of uncon- | 3 
nected words as ho ſtretch of grammatical ellipſis can give any con- 1 
| fiſtency to. If Lille For, (and here, it muſt be remarked, we were | 
deceived by a belief we were ſpeaking of a very little man, almoſt | 
a dwarf, whereas Mr, White meaſures ſix feet four inches at leaft)— 
if little Joe means, that he is aſſiſtant to the ſolicitor for the trea- 
ſury, we cannot but pity the principal, who has ſo wretched an - 
auxiliary, It is leaning upon a broken reed with a witneſs, . 5 
But let us examine, whether Little Foe has not given ſome better 
proofs of ability in the body of his letter, than in ſpelling the ſig- 
nature to it. The practice, he ſays, * of printing in the com- 
men newſpapers.” —The language of the lower claſs of lawyers has 
been often ridiculed for its redundancies; but here we find not 
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Tun, Ju intend by the word © common” as applied | 
Did he mean thoſe common proſtitutes, the linder iu prints ? 
"If fo, his letter was miſ-direted in being addreſſed to the publiſher 
ol the Argus. But if he deſigned it as a compliment to our paper, 
which is commonly read by all the men of ſenſe, and real lovers:of 
their country, we'thank him for the only — of truth and po- 
liteneſs to he found in his letter. 

4 The practice of printing in the common 1 the exa- 
winations taken by the magiſtrates, in the caſes of the ſeveral 
gender brought before them! Here Litle For has in one un- 
lucky word expoſed his ignorance both of the law, and of the Eng- 
liſh language, All the people, WhO are examined beſore magiſ- 
trates, he denominates offenders; condemns them, without waiting 
for either judge, of jury; and libels injured innocence with * r 

8 . breath that he proſeſſes himſelf to be its advocate. | 

Fo publiſh in newſpapers the examinations of ofexderr, ſo far 

"I 1 being inconſiſtent with law, with juſtice, with propriety, is a 
duty we owe to the nation at large -a duty, the importance of 

' which increaſes with the alarming progreſs of ingenious fraud and 

- unchecked depredation, We ſhall-not be awed by the inſolence, 

or the impotence of office, to with-hold from the public the detection 

ol offenders; and we farther promiſe, that ſhould Lil Foe himfelf 

be hereafter convicted of any offence againſt the laws of his coun- 

try, we will then tender Mo 1 as aun * POIs 
"*wbſurdities. . 

„% Bot we ſhall regard as ered the dion of thoſe OP u 

- mot proved to be offenders, We ſhall never, with groundleſs, or 
malignant report, inflame the paſſions of out readersagainſt ſaſpected 
innocence. Imbibing the mild ſpirit of out law, we ſnall preſume 

every man to be innocent, till we have the fulleſt evidence of his 
guilt; and ſhall never throw out any inſinuation againſt the liberal 
men of lenity. This is the line of conduct which we have al · 
= ways purſued, and ever will purſue; regatdleſs of the little threats 
1 any /ub Jalicitor,” which, like the barkings of a ſorry cur, can 
ne ver annoy, ys orice be A e eee of _ * 
_ tive donghinl. | 

0 Lill. Jui ds tells us; bar thi dreadful 1 


peg 
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| b of offender; has « Aubert ſuch a height 
as calls upon the attorney- general to repreſs it.” We would ad. 
viſe this /oticitor' 1:4ifant to keep ſome poctet dictionary at hand, to 
look out for the meaning of words, before he hazards ſuch a ſtupid. - 
phraſe as the arifng of a practice. This, indeed, is carrying lan- 
guage to the height ef nonſenſe, which we think a frange pinnacle. 
for Little Foe to cnn yy 1 5 he [aa ror'y mY 5 y an Ms, 
torney- general. 
But theſe reports of the examinations of OD: 12 7 to 10 FRE | 
falle their trialt; and ate, therefore, inconſiſtent with the rue ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice,” What a happy union of elegance and cor- 
reaneſs! 4 To prejudice their trials,” inſtead of, to prejudice them 
on their trials, or to fill the court and the jury with prejudices 
againſt them; is a fine example of admirable brevity; and in the 
happy diſtinction of the trus from the /a//e adminiſtration of juſtice, 
Little Foe ſurpaſſes even bimſelf, We are, however, ſome what puz- 
zled to gueſs how ſuch reports of the caſes of offenders ate incor. 
bent with the true adminiſtration of juſtice,” Does the reporter 
adminiſter juſtice? Or . men * ys have on its 
true adminiſtration } 65 
ln the next- ſentence, we are > told, Sh. 10 the amends 
ral thinks it would be a hardſhip upon any individual printers, to 
Inſtitute proceedings againſt /hem for this offence,” '[ndividual 
printers, is another inſtance of Little Joe's happy union of words, in 
open defiance of propriety and common ſenſe. It gyould bave been 
very eaſy to leave out the / in printers, and to change them into 
bim; but a treaſury ſolicitor's afſiftant is above. ſuch niceties, - _ 
* Little Foe riſes in the climax of abſurdity as he comes near 
the concluſion of his epiſtle. © The practice, he ſays, is highly 
in proper. He ſhould, however, have ſhewn it to be iU/egal, before 
he put himſelf ta the neceſſity of ſo much ridigulous trouble upon the 


ſobject. It is a happy circumſtance for Little Foes that whatever is 
in proper, is hot, on that accounts 4&jonebley or a fufficient ground | 


| — to inſlitute proceedings upon, If it were, the Lord have mercy on 
poor Foe; for we are pirſuaded the treaſury itſelf could not ſup- 
| Ply him with money enough to defend all the actions that might 


(fats); 


be brought againſt him for the glaring improprieties comzined on 
kis letter to the publiſher of the Argus.” | : 
In leſs than a' month after this letter and its comments 1 
peared in the Argus, I was ſerved with an ex officio information 
trom the aTTORNEY-CENERAL through Mr. Wurz, for a libel 
on the royal tau and the e and oy a ſpecial j Jury 1 
witty. 
5 1 bluſh, when I behold the linac to which I have 
carried this memoir, greatly againſt my deſire, and my expectation. 
I have detailed the particulars of my civil perſecution ; I ſhall there- 
fore finally wind up the whole, by painting, in few words, my 
military proſeription. It will ſhew the entire uniformity in the dif- 
ferent meaſures of our miniſters and their paraſites—that ſtriking 
ſymmetry which is ſo neceſſary to complete the beautiful whole, 
| During the laſt war, when this nation was threatened with inva- 
_ fon, the king thought proper to recommend the raiſing of a number 
of volunteer companies, by offering to the ſenior lieutenants, and 
from them downwards, the rank of captain, to thoſe who would be 
at the expence of enliſting the complement of men required. I was of 
the number of thoſe officers ſo pointed out, having been ſurgeon, and 
_ ſenior lieutenant, ſome years in the Eaſt Middleſex regiment. The 
time of ſervice for which the firſt company enliſted (three years) 
being expired, and the war not at an end, we were told we muſt 
raiſe the companies a ſecond time, or loſe the command, though 
we ſhould retain our rank. I began to raiſe my company again; 
and hud juſt given colonel TNT (for, in this country, as well 
25 in Ruſſia, men are ſranſſor property) a hundred guineas for twenty 
men, when the peace took place. The men were, therefore, diſ- 
charged, and the officers ſell into the batallion as ſupernumerary of | 
that rank, to take companies in their turns, on a vacancy. That 
vacancy having happened, as a brother officer, who called on me, 
fſigniſied, I writ to colonel Tufnell, to enquize why I was not ap- 
Priſed of it, and had not had notice to take my poſt in the regi- 
ment. I added, that if I had been ſuperſeded, or broke, I deſired 
him to acquaint me upon what ground, and on what authority. 
| FFF ; 
« Sirg 


* 


. EC). 
. Dover cant, 234 June, 1795. 


cc You def to ham whether you are an officer in de. 5 
Eaſt Middleſex regiment ; and, if not, whether your commiſſion was, | 
| taken from you—when, and upon what ground, Whether you are 

an officer in the Eaſt Middleſex regiment, or not, you might have ſa- 
tisfied yourſelf, by looking at the lift of the officers of militia, pub- 
liſhed under the ſanction of the ſecretary at war for the year 1793- 
You will there find the Eaſt Middleſex regiment conſiſts of eight 
companies, commanded by the ſame field- officers they were at the 
end of the laſt war, and the five captains, Hornby, Armſtrongs 
Riners, Tufnel, and Spiller, all your ſuperior officers when in the. 
regiment, Therefore, your commiſſion, as captain, was not taken 
from you on any grounds, but ceaſed of itſelf when the regiments 
on the peace, was reduced to its original eſtabliſhment ; the two 
volunteer companies having been only raiſed to ſerye during his 
Majeſty's pleaſure, which were diſbanded when the noi was 
e home on the ** of "Monk 1783. | 


. T 
5 Vour obedient humble Servant, 1 
og Gro, F. Tuben 
Col. E. Midd.” | 


The ſubterſuge of 0 Tofnell's lettermuſt tokvions to arery 
reader, however unacquainted with military affairs, He refers to a 
printed liſt of the officers on the regiment eſtabliſhment two years 
back, although between that period and the time. of the colonel 
anſwering my letter, two vacancies had happened in the eight com- 
panies ſpoken of, one by the reſignation of captain HoxnBr, on 
account of his ill health, as he had juſt informed me by his own 
mouth, and the other, by the reſignation of captain Ax MsTRONG, . 
as an extract from his letter will make it appear, and to whom I 
had written, as he was adjutant and paymaſter to the regiment at 
the time it was diſembodied, I had requeſted the ſame informa- 
tion from him which I afterwards ſought from colonel Tutaell; to 


whom be referred me in his anſwer as follows: „ 


« Fir, 


„ have received Lays of 2 11th inſtant, but I cannot . 
you the information you require reſpeRing the Eaft Middleſex re- 
giment, as I have not now any connexion with it, having long ſince 
retired from it—my other engagements making my attentions 
thereto inconvenient. I underſtood you were placed a ſupernu- 
memty captain on the regiment when it was diſembodied, Why 
you did not ſucceed to the firſt vacant company's I do not know; 

Colonel Tofnell is the only perſon who can give you the defired 
information on that head,—The regiment is at Dover caſtle; if 
po write to him theres I care ay you e 1 3 2000 ROOT 


your queries. 
1 am, N 


| 5 ercy Streets 16 1385 795. | l 2 AxMorRone.” 


ur 6 any thing forhor were Fe to 1 e Tofaell's 
conduct in a proper point of view, it would be found in remarking, 
not only on theſe two known vacancies in the regiment, to the firſt 
of which 1 ought to have ſucceeded, but in obſerving that a brother 
_ officer, captain 8Srii ux, was exactly in the ſame predicament with 
myſelſ; that is, he raiſed a volunteer company, and yet his com- 
miſſion did not cn e itſelf, for he b a Oy: in the ſame 
regiment at this hour, ; 

After this juſt, this accurate ſtate of facts, I defy my de « to 
my which has been the moſt cuil treatment of the two I have met 
with—the /zgal, or the military. If the ſeeretary at war was inclin- | 
ed to do that juſtice which it is in his department to do, he would give 
the cblonel a military rap—a little aur. fer Jiſeipline ; for the im- 
_ propriety of his proceeding muſt ſtare the right honourable gentle- 
man in the face. No man, but a rank ideot, would conceive that 
an officer would byy himſelf ont of a militia regiment—would ſpend 
ſeveral hundred pounds to be diſbanded; as it were. But the ſo- 
phiſm in the anſwer is too groſs to paſs with a drommer's child. 
- The truth is, the colonel was one of the lord lieutenants of the 
: county pro 1empore ; the commiſſion of lieutenancy was in e2mmiſion 
* the death of the duke of NokTHUMBERLAND; and the co- 
oe 


6 | 5 


Jone!'s, two calleagues; Mr. Woop and Mr, CriTHINON, probably 
left theſe matters to their military aſſociate, not ſuſpefting he 


would abuſe their confidence by. affronting an officer of eighteen 95 


years ſtanding in the regiment, and. who-had ſeryed his ecuntty, in 


4 manner full as honourably as the Wi haying given his 2 : F 15 


as well as his perſons for its defence. 
The reader will ſee by this ſtate of my caſe, that hi proſpect 


of redreſs for this laſt inſult and injury, is.not very flattering, To 2, 
obtain it, there would be a neceflity to employ the law againſt the 
militar „i in which expenſive conflict, it would be requiſite 1 I ſhouJd : 

bave a better friend in /ome treaſury than My. Solieitor White; or 


probably, as well as being deprived of my liberty, the 7 
in my purſuic of juſtice might occaſion my lite to . 2 ene 748 
colonel Tufnell ſays my commiſſion did. 


And now I gladly quit che ſubject of which I am mytalt the - 
theme; and fincerely wiſh, I may be excuſed for ſo long ſpinning 


it out. All that I have at preſent to do with, or expect from the 


law, is the ceverſal of the outlawsy, that I may enjoy its uſe like 


any other ſubject of the law, and thereby be enabled to employ. ic 
to enforce payment of thoſe debts due to me from perſons, who 
| have not honeſty, or principle, to pay them without. 


If we confider the very nature of an outlawry, it is a violence to 


| | common ſenſe and reaſon to ſuppoſe the outlawed perſon.ſhould meet 


_ with a moment's delay in the. reverſal. of the writ, when he appears 
in court, willing to receive its judgment, ; Beſides, if there be any 


difference in the quality of a writ of outlawry, mine ought to be 


| held the mildeſt, for there was no judgment againſt me when] left. 

| England, Every Engliſhman going out of the, country. might be 

_ outlawed. in the ſame manner, by a pettyfogging eee, : 
ſerving him with a copy of a writ upon his Nn into the coal 1 


or embarking in the ſhip. - - Say 


Notwithſtanding the length to which ahis Narrativg mk ” 


carried, it cannot itſelf be conſide red more than a ſketch,-the inter- 
ſtitial parts of which may perhaps be filled. up at a more leifurs 
hour, Every movement of my adverſaries deſerves notice, merits 
cenſure, The manner in which I was taken out of my houſe 

and, gf e . the moſt barbarian ſtate, The exa· 
| | minationg 
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don, if it may be ſo called, before Ma. Wenn at his 
| houſe in Vine-ſtreet—the notorious juftice Addington, as Mr. Wilkes 
calls his worſhip, would in part be matter for a. farce, independant of 
the ſcenery of a rich ſideboard of plate a long table covered with 
green cloth of two pair of high filver candleſticks with wax 
lights, and all the paraphernalia of the trade. This examination ex- 
| tended not to me, it was wholly employed between the juſtice and 
his runners. It was after all the parade of a removal from room to 
room, before the /andum ſanforum of juſtice was opened to my 
view; that it hegan and ended in theſe oracular words; 
Jule. Ts this the perſon ?—Runnerr, Ii is, your worſhip— 
J. Well, take care of him— is of conſequence, —Rux, We 
mall, your worſhip. Now I would obſerve, that if the juſtice had 
not been unlauuſully blind, he might have better identified his pri- 
© ſoner himſelf, becauſe he had been in his company aforetime face 
in face ; but it is the faſhion to forget favours, or Mr. Addington 
© might have acknowledged the obligation of being diſentangled by 
© him from an Amazonian Scotch lady, in Curzon-ſtreet, who was 
about to ſweep away the juſtice, nolens wolens, in her tiffany train, 
And here it muſt be obſerved, that it was the ſtupendous long ſword 
the juſtice wore which brought the wearer into ſo delicate a dilem. 
" ma, The time ſpoken of was that of the rioting, in June, 1780, 
which rendered it neceſſary for the juſtice to be armed, even at a 
© card table rout, where, though with the /caler in one hand, and the 
 favord in the other, he had es, N 4 <6; gps Pack of 
8 © cards. NM 
Whether the blindneſs ſpoken of were wilful, or not, it is certain 
it was not from the emblematic bandage, nor from what the ocu- 
Hits call the um Pe a oP of e Learn I de 
cuſioned it. 
The whole ended with an 3 on my part, from Shake 
© Tpeare, to the juriſprudence of my country, by ſaying. 
Thou haſt appointed juficer of the peace to call poor men be · 
7 " ow ens about murers dane are not er to comprehend,” : 


| Shinn Dry 
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I; H Wo” 35 not preſumed. to call ** A. Hiſtory of the 
French Revoluion, but,am contented in giving it the, - 
title of a Seth, I ſhall be. ſatisfied if it may be deem. 
ed worthy. eyen ol that hame. A complete. hiſtory of 
an event of ſuch magnitude, of ſuch intereſt to Europe, 
and to all mankind; will, be deſired long before it can bg 
obtained. Many ſuch. ſketches, under, the denom ina, 
tions of Remarks, Obſervations, &c. vill be vequired 
to the forming a perſect hiſtory; and. indeed, many 
partial hiſtories of the different portions of che my 
whole, will doubtleſs be offered+ to the world ere the f in 
quiſitive, in ſeareh of tha, hole truch, will fix doyn con- 
tented, | The civil, war in the Vendee, the. redutlion of 
Lyons revolted, che regaining, Toulon 10 the republic, 
the campaign of 1704 in dhe low SAO pll-Galenyg. | 
a hiſtory, diſtinc tt. 1511-11. Jrobil 
If the object of 1 eee were re already Cully, ac: 
cn, more th n agowpendium. of its various inc 
| dents. could not be looked for in che ſpace of, ſey 
years. | A regular. hiſtory, mult be the fruit, of; inceſſant - 
| labour, and profound. xelearch, Who ill be the qua- 
liked man Wich, ſhall. have, accompanied. i it through itz 


various flagga ,Ofwhat copnay; hall dn hy 
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tives will _ not Be! ſuſpedled of-partiality, and a . 
to conceal ſome of thoſe ſiniſter incidents, which tend 
to diminiſh the merit of the whole taken together? 

| Againſt a foreigner there may be no ſewer objettions; 
ſuch as his not having had acceſs to perſons and places 
from whence the choiceſt materials were 10 be 8a. 
thered, 
Under this view of the matter, 13 with all theſe 
objections on my mind, I fit down to the moſt difficult 
raſk I have ever undertaken; a'taſk which, in ſome 
reſpetts, may be called dangerous. A modern writer has 
laid, that it is always dangerous for the ſubjett of an old 
eee to diſcuſs the advantages of a new one, 
That I live under an old government, I am not 
unaware; and that I am not wholly out of danger, I 
am no lefs ſenſible. The attempt has, however, been 
promiſed, and I will do the utmoſt in my power io ac- 
compliſh it. I haye lived too long ſecluded from the 
world to be impatient under impriſonment; and have 
ſeen too many arrets of death diſtributed around me 
to be frightened from my duty and inclination by an 
attorney · generals official information. Vet 1 know of 
no Jaw that forbids me to give a hiſtory of what, paſſed 
under my eyes in the country in hich I temporarily 
reſided, nor that can prevent me from approving any 
part of that I have ſeen. For the changes, which ſome 
rſons may apprehend, im our own government, they 

e no terrors for me, be thoſe changes remote, or 
near; Whenever they happen, I hope, and truſt, they 
vill be for the good'of us all : and this puts me in mind 
oſ what a {tern reformer once faid to me,] at the table 
or « third perfon, that though he was not young, he 


„ — - hoped | 
© 4 : : * 5 
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hoped to live long enough to ſee government 
with as little ſhock as we change a ſuit of cloaths, when 
too warm, or too cold for our bodies, or the ſeaſon;? 
After all, whether this enterprize carries me to ere e 
or the pillory, nothing can deter me from commeneing 
With regard to preface, my own ee in 
the place of it; and as to dedication, if, as C ⁰ν,,E: 


ſaid in the commune of Paris, Great writers ate great 


ſhould inſeribe theſe pages. They are, from what they 


equal laws; to them, therefore, and them alone, 1 
conſecrate the work of my pen, ſincerely lamemting- 
it is not in ane ue OY. N58 A germs bn a more 
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| The oy | nog appears, to. the ſuperficial - 
view of the generality of mankind, to have burſt forth 


ſuddenly, That is not the caſe, however; for its cauſe, 


though hidden from the many, was long known and 


watched by the few, If we were deſirous to trace it 
up to its latent origin, ene 10 1 deins bow OTE we 
wight g/ /;: 

The opinions and; writings: of 95 vhiloſophic x men \in 
al former ages, preſeryed the ſced liberty; thoſe 
in the early part of this century, ſuch as Vourainss 
RousszAv,and RAL NAL, may be ſaid to have owed 
it; and the leſs ſpeculative, but more praQticable la- 
bours of other writers, in ſucceſſion, have occaſioned = 


contain, facred to the intereſts, and the hopes of all 
men who live under arbitrary governments, and un- 
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of the men 1 have mentioned, may ws to: cam; 
priſe the ſource,orrather, the phi loſophic light which, by 
the means of the aſſiduous yr E558, has been conveyed 
A diffuſed in various mapa h cee FRE 
Warts of Europe: 
. * re. a4mmediate . of 1 French weve. 
lation, wer need look no further back than to the ruin- 
ous ſlate of the finances; a diſorder of long ſtanding, but 
chiefly occaſioned and further aggravated; by: the late 
expenſive wars... The approximate ſymptoms'of a revo- 
lution were underſtood by every man converſant in 
accounts; they were viſible to the common beholder 
in the ſhock ing depravny of the higher ranks of the 
people; and, above all, in the wretched, hopeleſs, and 
gleſpe tate condition of the lower orders, the ſum total 
ol whoſe labours, and privations, were unequal to the 
demand and conſumption of the rich. 
All theſe evils, which could not have grown to ſuch 
a height but for the concurrent operation of moral 
10noRancr, and political sxnvirupe, became, in 
ſucceſſion, the cauſe of new ones, and ſo on, cauſe pro- 
ducing effect, and effett becoming in its turn, cauſe, 
till ealamities and dangers were at length ſo multiplied, 
and enlarged, that all, as by univerſal conſent, ſaw tle 
neceſſity of ſecking ſpeedy relief, or proclaimintz à n 
tional bankruptey. There is no woncler, therefore, 
that ſtates, in the condition France is deſeribed to habe 
been, ſhould be forced into ſo ſudden a change. By 
the conftriiftion of almoſt all the governments we” know 
of as yet, there is 4 bias" in them to vun to decay. 
Revenue alone is the viviſying principle of every go- 
Vermnent- in Europe o conſtrutted; if the” "required 
= Tx | „ youu 


1 


* 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. | 10 * 


| ſums be found iofulieient the governmet tal wheel is 
aged it muſt ſtand ſtil it may even run back; } + 
| Twenty-four millions ſterling were found to he inſuf- 
99 to pay the expences of the French government; 
| the treaſury was greatly in arrear: for it is in the nature 
| of all governments, which contain thoſe: principles 'of 
decay within themſelves, that the revenue muſt encreaſe 
| with the PHF corruptio crores _ ln" in- 
en diet: #0 Dor: 229; 407 16M" 
Calonne, white Neckar, FROM ord 1 hit 65 
arichmeticians which were by turns anxiouſly confulted 
10 reſtore the debilitated condition of the public credit. 
It is but ſmall conſolation to the diſtreſſed governments, 
to know how much money is wanted, if the means of 
raiſing it are not to be deviſed. It mattered but little 
| whether the new financier were a banker, or a broker—- - 
whether he were a little more or leſs expert at counting 
| money, or calculating the quantity in currency, the peo. 
| ple of France had ſo long opened their pockets, that 
they began to open their eyes. Any additional tax, bear-. 
W ing unequally on the people, it was foreſeen would, in 
| their already-overburdened, iraſcjble do e OY 
the ſtate into utter confuſion. n 
| To the time I am ſpeaking of, 1786, by F 5 
means and loans, the court and miniſters had contrived 
W to prop up public affairs, and, in ſome meaſure, public 
credit; but, at the latter end of the year Monſieur Ca- 
lonne, who had ſo often abuſed M. Neckar as a bungler 
| in figures, was reluctantly obliged to diſcloſe the 0 
| embarraiſment of the exchequer. _ 
55 9 back the evil days as i it is is called, ſuch expe- 
1 pedients | 
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ol the royal family as would diſgrace a ſet of ſwindler, 


the name, the moſt diſtinguiſhed perſons in the country. 


ſuppoſed to have paid himelf well for his advice. He 
held ſeveral private conferences with all the member; 
of the parliament of Paris; he intrigued with ſome, and 
threatened others. Nothing would do; they knew as 
well as the financier, that things were in too dangerous 


They were defirous to keep, as much as poſſible, out of 
danger. When the miniſter. found tampe ring would WW 
noi do, he painted to them in lively colours, how much 
his royal maſter's diſpleaſure was to be deprecated: it all 
availed nothing; he was deſpiſed. He ſound himſelf, 
therefore, compelled to propoſe to the king the calling 
together u x0745L44: of ihe kingdom, as they 
had been during the minority of Louis XII. 


royal ſign manual. The notables amounted in number 
to one hundred and forty. It would appear that the 


pedients were Gaia to be contrived ea did dehacke 


M. Calonne was, doubtleſs, conſulted in them: he is 


a ſtate for them to take too much upon themſelves. 


"Theſe were, as may be, conceived by the _ of 


They were ſummoned to a council by writ of the 


cunning miniſter had made himſelf well acquainted with WF 
the arts of {ome of our parliamentary eleQions, the BF 
Brentford one for inſtance, fince he had laid a well con- | 
certed plan for making a real minority paſs for an % i 
parent majority, He well knew the greater part of the Wi 
__ notables were inimical to his meaſures; they had, n. Wi | 
decd, fully informed themſclyes of the ſtate of the na . 
tion; that the corrupt conduſt, and yoracious er * 
of miniſters, would, if allowed to go on unchecked, ſoon Wl + 


dran 


: 
. 
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draw the laſt ſhilling out of the pockets of the crowd, 
— r it org ae ae ener 
# 11 is ee eee ins enter into aver minute. details of 
all that paſſed in France about this time, Theſe oecur- 
W ences which: form the prelude io the revolution have 
been accurately recited by Thomas Paine, and others. 
So much of them, however, will be taken notice of, as 
will ſerve to keep up the regular chain of occurrences 


| ; ull the taking of THz BasTiiisy in July, 1789, which 


event may be confidered as the revolution begun; for it 
Vas not till chat object of the patriots was accompliſhed 
that the old government was ſtruck with the danger of its 
| own ſituation: the court having till that moment had no 
W notion that citizens would ever attempt vhat was, in the 
eyes of Gothic: e e _ _ eh ON Wont 
op. ogy noiitulp 0 afraid dedidon 
= The Mazxgvurs Dx == Log was chen : 
Called, diſtinguiſhed himſelf: much at this; time for his 
$1 Wee to the arbitrary meaſures of che court and 
© 1 ers. He had made ſeven or eighticampaigns-ia 
£1 America, e to his reputation as a ſoldier; he had alſo 
| ſpent his leiſure hours with WASI Gr, PAIN, 
Scnuvuxx, and others, not leſs to his honour as a philo: 
bopher; and was highly eſteemed by them all. It was in 
their company chat he atiempered the fierceneſs of the 
5 wartior with the philanthropy of the man; it was from 
blem he learm (ſor he Vas very young) thoſe maxims of 
ail polity, which ſerved as the ground- work in the 
conſtitution of the free American govemment, and 
Which were one day to be diſſeminated among his com- 
patriots at home. - He returned io France a conquetror, 
e, „„ I. aud, 
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and; at the nne time, e bean, gentleman; he ſpoke 
our language fluently, and, by that eee con- 

verſe with every Engliſhman reſiding in his metrop 
whoſe knowledge in the ſcience of government ae 
make him à defirable companion. The French court 
was ſlattered in taking to itſelſf all the honour it could 
| derive from claiming this promiſing young man as one 
of its choiceſt ſubjecis, and, at the ſame time, enter. 
ned: many well founded fears, that this champion in 
the American cauſe; might eventually phone: a maſks 

, ov from ii 10 the genius of French liberty. T 

mixing 4 and W UAE by all claſſes of his 
them to carol ſongs to reviving 
ſreedomyinfieadof thoſe Ae they had nen chaunt- | 


ed over its remains. In all public e liſcourſes, or 
| bates, M. de la F av ae dee maintained his phi 
loſophical ſentiments of the queſtion upon the ground 
of ſpeculative reaſon, but he almoſt conſtantly*introdu- 
ced the example of American practice. The king, 
under all theſe circumſtanecs, of Which he was far from 
ignorant, nominated La Fayette, with: conſiderable re- 
luQance, to be one of the notables, i He prophetically 
apprehended many diſappoint e his views by ſuch 
nomination; but to leave him oui oſ the appointment, 
was to invite other ills of equal magnitude at leaſt, and 
much more near. The king ſigned the royal-ſummons, 
and the miniſter eontrived to place him in the ſecond 
claſs of the notables, which/it may be remembe 
been divided into ſeven there vere; .coplequendy 
twenty: members ee clas. By thus ſeparating 


1 caſſes ꝛgainſi him} whereas he well knew, that if the votes 


two thirds would have been unfavourable to him. His 
deſigns, artful as they were laid, did not ſucceed. The 


W compoſed the aſſembly of notables had tolerable no- 


W tons of civil liberty, and of the abuſes of government, 


before they met, thoſe notions were ſoon ſtrengthened; 
1 by converſations among themſelves, and by habits of. 
winking which thoſe converſations threw them into. 
VM. La Fayette was atten 155 
The Count DAxrois, and bis friends; ſoon found 


W that royal influence had loſt ground very. much by the 


American alliance by the converſations which Dr. 
W Franklin had held with the literati of Haris and; above 
a, by the reports of La Fayette, of what commercial 
benehis America ne be: Eg to enen in © 1 
years. 
= Cui government. was as aa 8 . of WA ods 
bles, as the railing of money, the oſtenſible caule of their 
being called together. Twelve of the leading men 
among them, beſide La Fayette, had a consriruTION 
in view when they firſt met they took every opportu... 


| D'AzTo1s ſaw this; and as he was the ſpy, as well as the 


agent, of his royal brother, he retired every evening to 
the palace of the king, to acquaint him with what had 


„ " _ 
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| were collected from each member ſeparately, more than 


3 | diſcuſſion began, and the Count D'Axrots, the kings 
brother, was choſen preſident of that claſs of which La 
W Fayctie was a member. If the ſeveral individuals which 


ed to like an oracle of old. 


: nity of inſinuating as much to the whole affembly. 


| paſſed during the day. The refrattorineſs of the mem» | 
bers was aſcribed wholly to the Marquis; and as the 
Baſtille at this time was in Ir in falhion, it was 
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that he would be ſent there hy a lettre de cathet. He 
nevertheleſs perſe vered with ſpirit, and went fo far as 
to accuſe the miniſter, then'in the zenith of his power, 
with peculation in his department; that he had fold 
crown lands to the amount of two millions of livres, 
. without rendering an account of the money, or even 

LL ſhewing that he had had the king's conſent to diſpoſe of 
- them. This was like taking a bull by the. borns; and 
the friends of the marquis trembled for the iſſue of the 
denunciation. The prince, in a menacing voice, aſked 
La Fayette if he would venture to put the accuſation in 
writing; to which he immediately anſwered, Moſt cer- 
_ tainly—and the paper was carried to the king, and occa- 
fioned, though not immediately, that veryminiſter'sdiſmil. 
ſal; hut as that was all the puniſhment inflifted on him, it was 
ſhrewdly ſuſpected that the queen, and her party, kncy 
the whole tranfattion, and had ſhared in its profits. 
Phe expelled Calonne now came over to London, 
in which court He conjettured that theſe peccadillos do 
vo injury to a miniſler's reputation. The warmth of 
Friendſhip he has uniformly experienced ever ſince 
from the court, and the cabinet 1 e that he 

Was „ 

n burden of the miniſter's Tong: to the aſſembly 
i ee er axes ;—to which La Fayette 
_ ws regularly made the reſponſes of —Retrenchments— 
Retrenchments—Retrenchments. This word is not in 
the minifter's Vede Mecum. With retrenchments he n. 
wrally muſt loſe friends and ſupporters; of courſe that 
which communicates life to the people, is death 10 him. 

* American general went ſo "RO to name ſome of the | 
a as of Ss items 
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items for. retrenchment; among which he Poli ted 
the expence of the BasT1LLE, in the article of gover- 
nor, ſub-governor, captains, wardens, &c. &c. The 
preſident ſaid, the object of the meeting was not at- 
tended to by the marquis; it was how to relieve tlie 
ſtate, by ſuggeſting the moſt efficatious and lealt bur. 
denſome taxes. La Fayette denied the affertion ; he 
owned the oſtenſible object was to re/zeve the ſtate ; but 
if that could be done by proper retrenchments, the in- 
tention of the aſſembly was fulfilled as well, ot better 
than by the beſt deviſed tax that could be laid upon the 
people. He had the argument in his favour, and abſo- 
lutely obtained conſent to put the que ſtion of the abo- 
lition of lettres de cachet to the vote, when every 
nobleman Feen . one, 1 for their: con- 
tinuance. FP 431 N 1 4 
Aſter this diſcuſſion: had 3685 0 has FED? „ 
grew warm; when the marquis inſiſted that the aſſembly 
had no right to propole, much leſs enforc c 
French people; that it alone belonged - to an aſſembiy 
of the nation to do it. D Artois, in another attempt ic 
intimidate the marquis, committed what hne had ſaid to 
writing, with the ayoved intention of ſhewing it to che 
kiog; why then, ſays La Fayette,“ add to your written 
memorandum, that it is my apinion: that his majeſty 
ought not only to allow of the meeting of the ſtates- 
general, but alſo to recommend to them the forming a 
conſtitution; ſor e auen pe de laid 10 bave . 
one —it 15 loft, | | ad 
From day to 5 the n met ident eee 
the object for which, they were called together, though 
a n number of the members, of a. docile di{- 
"- oh C2 5 2 
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— uu friends about the court, were f in. 
clined to ſupply the immediate want of the government, 
by agreeing to the impoſition of four of the taxes of 
which the count Dan rote —_ a Py in hank _ 
ſketched out. 1 
The . La bers pronelleds cher: the af 
fembly of the notables was not aparliament, nor included 
the powers of a parliament: that it couldnot enforce pay. 
ment of a ſhilling from the people; that all they could do 
Vas to recommend to the parliament totake the ſtate of the 
nation into conſideration without loſs of time; It had 


been intimated to a preſident of one of the ſeftions 


bol the aſſembly, that unleſs the members came to ſome 

ſpeedy determination to relieve the embarraſſments of 
the ſtate, the king would forthwith diſſolve the meeting; 
for that it drew the eyes of the nation upon what was 
doing, and thereby encreaſed the Ay" we m en 
to the iſſue of the deliberations. 

In this ſtate of things La Fayette had no TOP but 
What had been ſaid and done would have due weight 
With the parliament, when the buſineſs ſhould regularly 
come before it: he did not fail to keep up a good in. 
telugence with ſome of its moſt energetic inembers. A 


kind of compromiſe was entered into by the two parties, 
conſiſting of a formal recommendation to the parliament 
to take into conſide ration the propriety and expediency 


vf regiſtering two taxes, which ſhould amount to about 


four millions and a half ſterling; one was a ſtamp tax, : 
the other a hangs . land prone e to its RE 7 


value, 0 . 
Ihe affembly of che bis now e up; ade the 


main « bulls; and almoſt the whole buſineſs, of an ex 
_trava- 
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travagant, corrupt government, THE RAISING: MONEY, 
was transferred to the parliament: we ſhall ſee how it 
was handled there, and of what ſtuff the parliament men 
of France were compoſed. But before I report their 
proceedings, it may not be amiſs to ſay W of che 


1 r ˙•˙ ö 


| STATE or THz PUBLIC MIND in RANCH, IN TH 
YEARS N AND 2708, * | 


gu,” bad never deen ſd bilbioneble | in Fence 
W 25 at this period. The encreaſed demand for many 
celebrated French works, particularly of Rouſſeau, had 
W occaſioned the re- printing new editions of all prices, 
= among which were ſome very low, for the accommoda- 
oon of the leſs affluent. His Social Compatt was in the 
bonds of almoſt eyery one who. conceived his political 
Ws ſituation deſerving concern. Travellers of. erudition - 
WE reſorted to Paris in greater numbers than uſual, whi- 
W ther they were drawn by the rumours of philoſophy 
being about to take up arms in defence of truth. The 
evening parties of the men of faſhion were ſpent, not as 
they are in other countries, in gaming and drinking, 
but in diſcuſſing political abſtra&t queſtions. ' Diverſity 
Wy of opinions, and contradictions in reaſoning, only ſerved 
WE to ſharpen the deſire to renew argument. | 
The Duxs or ORLEANMs, as be was then called, 
Wy communicated, by means of his wealth, a powerful 
We impulfion to the growing ſpirit of the times. He gave 
We dinners, he gave ſuppers to the new reformers; he 
collected at his table all that was learned, all that was 
experienced in the polity of nations, and this he did, 
1 ; ; Pertiaps 


may be conſidered a great ſtretich of arbitrary power, 
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perhaps not wholly ſrom a love of the principle tha 
had put all this in motion, but partly from an hatred he 
had to the court; an hatred rendered the more in. ] 
veterate from a reprimand he had received from the M 
king for certain irregularities, committed. too: near the W 
eyes of the palace. Beſides theſe parties 3 in 
the private rooms of the prince, he inſtituted a club of 
| fravans, into which the learned of any nation might 
be introduced by two members. This clubLevery day 
increaſed in numbers; ſuch diſcuſſions took place in it, 
as octaſioned the king to ſend an expreſs order for 
its diſcontinuance, - under pain of royal diſpleaſure, 
The duke found it was too ſoon to reſiſt, he therefore 
withdrew, and the members wholly: diſperſed. This 


at ſuch a period eſpecially, as the club was held in z 
private room, at a houſe: under the colonade of the 
palais royale, upon his own-eſtate, and where, by the 
rules drawn up by the members, no gaming was. allow. 
od. The company in the: coffee-houſes talked politics 
 Jouder than ever: had been known before; theſe dif. 
putants were not to be checked, although: mouchards 
as they were called, were planted in all the moſt cor 
fiderable places of public reſort, to liſten and report 
to ee what e 4 as Yo e 
15 THE PARLIAMENTS. „ 


1 hs 55 


en ain af has A a or 3 45 l 
e e was now referred to the parliament, the tuo 
'taxes had been diſcuſſed in detail by the notables, an 
— * court had to do with che parli 


"4 


dice it to biker oe without which they could 
not have the form of a la to operate as Ohe. 


T,0ULoUsZ was called to fill his place as financier. 
He had conſiderable credit with his country for talents 
and honeſty; as it turned out however, his countrymen 
had deceived themſelves in their expettations, for he 
gave no proof of talents, and as to honeſty, heproved 


nelſed for a long time. During his reign, he enjoyed 
uncommon favour of his royal maſter: he told the 
king, that nothing was wanted to put the nation into the. 
ate his majeſty defired to, fee it, but 'a temporary 
WT rclicf to its preſent neceſſities : that the arrears once 
provided for the public creditors, the only diffatisfied 
perlons, as the archbiſhop believed, or pretended to 
belicve, would be rendered eaſy, and all fermentation 
= would ceaſe. He craftily hivted to the monarth, that 
i England the buſineſs of impoſing taxes had gone on 
much more ſmoothly ſince the two offices of chan- 
cellor of the exchequer and lord of the treaſury had 
been united in the lame perſon, That in this junction 
there would he no rivalry, no jealouſy in the two 
offices ; the influence of the one Facilitated the opera- 
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| which muſt be confeſſed ſpeeious enough, and it would 
appear that he thought it deſerved attention, for ſoon 


PRIME Mivisren. 


| Thus armed with viendpetenifaty* powers, the two- 
ſoſd miniſter aſſured his maſter that he would ſoon 


* 2 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. -— 


On the diſmiſſal of Calonne, the archbiſhop of 


the rankelt paraſite to royal favour that had been wit“ 


tions of the other. The king liſtened to the remark, 


leer the arehbiſhop had on een ala t e a oe 


| manage the parliaments. With very little ceremony, 
8 ; . ther cfor Cy 


* s 
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therefore, the dignified eccleſiaſtic layed before them 
the two edits for the two taxes to be enregiſter. 
ed, as propoſed by the court, and, as the miniller WM 
affirmed, recommended to them by the notables. The 
parliament of Paris ſtood, as might be expetted, 
the firſt in order to receive the edits and the command; 
of the miniſter; without waiting for the opinion or 
deciſion of the other parliaments of the kingdom, it 
threw out the edits, with a kind of reproof to the 
miniſter, for expecting that the parhament could con. 
ſent to lay further taxes on (ne ene ere 
people. 
This conduA _ of the Faris oarkiament. threw the 
court at once into diſappointment and rage. A royal 
mandate was iſſued for bringing the parliament before 
the king at Verſailles, where à bed. of juſtice, as it was 
called, was held, and at which the two editts were in- 
troduced, and the clerk compulſively made to en- 
| regiſter them by an order of ſtate, 4 
| | Wich the ſtrong impreſſion of this inſult upon the 
L mind of each member, the parliament returned to 
1 Paris, renewed in the uſual form the ſeſſion, entering 
5 upon their journals all that had paſſed at Verſaillcy, 
ZE and declaring the whole Py to be as go 
1 it was violent. "4 
In this ſtate of the caſe, the court was unable to 
preſerve any decency in its conduft towards the par. 
/  liament; lettres de cachet were iſſued againſt every one 
of the members, and they were exiled to Troyes, 
where it was conjeQured they would reflect at leiſure, 
| repent of what they had done, and promiſe to behave 
better in future. This did not turn out to be the caſe, 
for 
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W for though the members were recalled, and reſumed 
I | | their functions, they remained more inflexible than 
ever; ſince, added to the duty to themſelves and their 
countty, they had now a perſonal reſentment againſt. 
| their inſulters and oppreſſors. The Count d' Artois 


undertook to preſent to them once more the two ob- 


W noxious decrees, having ſtudied a fine ſpeech for the 
W occaſion, and prepared a grand cavalcade of officers 
| and followers to attend him. Proceſſional pomp had 
loſt much of its accuſtomed effe& upon the French 
people : they were now more occupied about their 
rights than on any other conſideration; a coſtly ſhow of 
this nature did but prove to them that they were right 


in their conjecture concerning the cauſe of their 
| miſeries and their wants. The prologue of what was 
to follow augured nothing favourable ; the count had 


| no ſooner alighted from his carriage, than he was in- 
ſulted with hiſſes and groans; he was preſſed upon by 


| the crowd, ſo that he put his hand on his ſword hilt,” 
This was obſerved by a general officer in his train, 
who ordered the guards, which had accompanied him, 
immediately to form a ſemicircle to keep off the crowd, 
and protect the brother of their king. Several mem- 


bers of the parliament who had overheard the cry of 
to arms ! to arms ſignified as much as if they were all 
in danger, which created much noiſe and conſuſion for 


on time, when the herald at length announced the 
approaching entrance of the count d' Artois on the- 
part of the king. He began his oration with the pre- 


bo titles of his majeſty, which he ſtiled © our ſove- 


. reign lord and maſter; one of the members ſtarted up 
ans ſaid, that could not be allowed, for that the parlia- 
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ment was the organ of the law, and the law knew no maſ. 
ter. The prince was put ſo much out of countenance 


at this interruption, that he haſtily and angrily fan oyer 
the reſt of the addreſs, and followed it up with again 


preſenting the two taxes to enregiſter. If the members 
of the parliament were but indiſpoſed to the buſineſs 


before, they were now violently ſet againſt enregiſter. 


ing the edits ; they even entered in a note upon the 


journals, that although the parliament had from complai- 


ſance heretofore enregiſtered edias for the impoſition 
of taxes preſcribed by the court, yet the cuſtom Was 
founded in error; for that right of the s ATES-OENEAAL 


alone could impoſe taxes; and the buſmeſs of the parlia-. 


ment was to watch over their duration. That they 
had power to annul the operation of a tax already 


laid, but that no other power inferior to the ſtates 


general could lay on new ones. 
This muſt be allowed fpirited, in „ who 


' purchaſed their places by approbation of the king. 


Few other countries, where the members of parliament 
purchaſe their ſeats, can be ſo juſtly complimented. 
The count D'Artois entered his carriage in great agi- 


tation and rage; for when he deſired to have the defini- 


tive anſwer from the preſident, that he might report to 


his brother what had paſſed, he was told that the parlia- 
ment had given it in their anſwer to him; and that they 


had reſolved not to take up the conſideration of the 


taxes again, whatever kind of e __ de ſug- 


geſted or eſſayed. 

Notwithſtanding the power of the king had this been 
publicly ſet at defiance, yet his majeſty was not willing to 
n to extremitics; he ſent a: meſſage to the parlia- 

wh 7 ment, 
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FRENCH REVOLUTION. 19 


ment, that he would meet them on the Thurkday fol. * 


loving, without ſignifying what would be the buſineſs 


he ſhould bring forward. He came to Paris early on 
the day appointed, and with leſs ſtate and parade than 


his brother. - He hoped his preſence would ſoften the 
rigour of the parliament's reſolve, but it did no good 
whatever. He now ſaw plainly that nothing could 
move the members to compliance, and expełting new 


reſolutions might be entered on their journals, which 
W would further embroil his affairs, he took his leave, 
W 2furing them, that as they conceived the conſtitution 
demanded ſo much, he would ifue orders for calling 
| A STATES-GENERAL, | 
One part of the charaftter of Louis the ſixteenth Was, 


1 the wanting conſiſtency and reſolution. He had been 


z | private, that he would enter into no compromiſe what- 


. | ever in the great queſtion of a conſtitution; for, with - | 
out that, he ſignified that every man who had lately op- 


W intimidated in the preſence of the parliament of Paris, 
end therefore promiſed to let the ſtates-general be called 
op; but be grew bolder when he returned home and was 
W 2gain ſurrounded by his courtiers and flatterers. He was 
W perſuaded by them to break his word with reſpe& to 
W calling the ſtates- general, and, inſtead of that, to adopt 
mother expedient, till that moment quite unheard of. 
This was to form a new conſtitution himſelf, by the ad- 
vice and with the affiſtance of his miniſters, who well 


knew that the other meaſure, to which he had given his 
word, muſt be the undoing of them all. The marquis 
de la FA VET TE had faid repeatedly, in public and in 


poſed the royal will, muſt either throw himſelf for mer. 


u the royal feet, or end his days in the Baſtille, 
no Ds The 
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The, archbiſhop ſet Monſieur Lamo16non, now 
keeper of the ſeals, and formerly bred to the law, to 
work, upon the drawing up of a new. conſtitution, 
This, when done, included a new fort of council, call. 
ed a Cour PIENIERũX, or full court, or council, ſimi⸗ 
lar to what had been obſerved in England during a re- 
gency. The parliaments all cried out againſt this ney 
inſtitution; and that of Britanny ſent up a deputation 
to proteſt againſt it as illegal, upon the principle that 
the nation was diſſatisfied with the government; ; that it 
inſiſted upon a reform, but that the government had 
no right to reform itſelf; that it was as unnatural to ex- 
pet it would be done effettually, as it was 1 8 | 
ous to attempt it at all. 
The miniſter made no heſitation to commit every man 
of the deputation to the Baſtille. 
In this new conſtitution, the king had given up the 
| 255 of taxation, but retained that of nominating the 
members of the Cour Pléniere. To make the nomi 
tion as little alarming as might be in the firſt i as 
choſe in its formation ſeveral of the moſt popular charac- 
ters the country contained ; many, however, reſuſed the 
nomination, among whom were the dukes de Luxem- 
bourg, de Noailles, de la Rochefoucault, &c. | 
This was March, 1788; and on the 8th of May follow- 
ing, the Cour Pleniere was to commence its operation, 
provided the parliament recogniſed its authority. Pub- 
lic curioſity was raiſed higher than it had been at any 
one period ſince the diſpute began, to learn what effect 
the committing the members of parliament of Brittany 
to priſon, would have on thoſe of the parliament of 


Paris, They denicd the authority of the court in what 
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it was doing—were as firm as ever—they reſiſted me- 
| naces—they ſhrunk not from even the armed force, 
Two regiments of Germans, and French guards, were 
ordered to ſurround the parliament houſe while the 
members were debating. The ſoldiers did in effect 
form a blockade, by ſhutting up all the avenues. The 
| beſieged were not to be ſtarved into compliance; they 
W contrived to get mattfeſſes into the houſe for the pur- 
| poſe of ſleeping on the ſpot, for they underſtood they 

| would not be allowed to return to their homes till they 
| had regiſtered the editt acknowledging the authority of 
the Cour Pleniere. The ſevere public ſtriftures paſſed 
| upon this cabinet conſlitution, as it was called, and the 
execrations thrown upon the framers of it, produced 
ſuch an effect upon M. Lamoignon, that he cut his 

throat, after the manner of the chancellor Yorke, in 
England. It being found neceſſary either to withdraw 
| the troops, or enforce them to att, orders came at laſt 
to the officer to break into the houſe, and ſeize the 
| members. The preſident, and ſeven others, were com- 
mitted to Vincennes, and different priſons of Paris. 

The ſpirit of the nation was uncommonly called up 
| by theſe proceedings; it was not to be broken by any 
| thing the court could do: the determination appeared 
= gcncral, to pay no taxes before a redreſs of grievances 
vas had, and, to obtain it, nothing leſs than calling a 
Wy national council ſeemed likely to ſatisfy the people. 
be archbiſhop was obliged to give up his favourite 
object, the Cour Plcniere, and his favourite places too. 
| M. Nzckx ar now was recalled into office, as poſleſſ- 
iss the arcanum to cure all theſe new and complicated 
We diſorders, He knew that PONG leſs than complying 
#4 with” 


B n 912 5 res TE r : = 7 : POM DRE 2 5 nh Ts 7 1 3 2 1 77 = \ . i — 
r S 77 ͤ ͤ VV r TN a. F a N e = 0 
8 * 72 3 r 2 n 1 E D . aes <A e 


rr 3 3838 E 
!... ð . TEIN 


1 = 4 . > * 
n 


: SKETCH OF THE 


with the wiſhes of the nation could affure him of the 
ſmalleſt confidence on the part of the people, or tran. 
quillity on his own ; it was therefore made a ſine qua non 
of his acceptance of the porte-feuille of office. 
Enough had been ſaid of the new conſtitution, and the 
new government that was to ſucceed it, to put the old 
one more out of countenance than ever. Although 
there was a king on the throne, it was but little betten 
at this moment, than an inter- regnum. No extraordi. 
nary money for extraordinary calls could be raiſed ;_the WM 
public creditor became extremely diſquieted, and added 
his importunities for the ſpeedily n together the 
ſtates general. 
It was at length finally agreed on that they ſhould be 
convened; and it only remained to determine upon the 
mode to be obſerved in alga the votes on their 
_ queſtions. 
The laſt precedent v was in the year 1614, when the 
members voted in the orders they repreſented ; that is 
the order of the nobles by itſelf; the order of the prieſts 
by itſelf ; and laſtly, the pens called the tiers 
etats, by themſelves. 
M. Nzcx ar foreſaw that this 3 of deciding the 
queſtions which ſhould be diſcuſſed would not ſatisfy 
the wiſhes of the nation, for he well knew that the 
nobility and prieſthood would have the aſcendency 
of the commons; for that their tenacity for privileges 
_ and exemptions would diſguſt the commons, and be 
the occaſion of much loſs of time. He determined at 
all events, not to take wholly on himſelf the reſpon- 

| Obility of giving direttions how they ſhould vote; he 
therefore reſolved to ſummon the notables again, and 

| refer 
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leſer to their deciſion the matter, which 1 
night be diſputed without end. This body of men 
bowever was too much intereſted in the iſſue of the 
pinion : it was itfelf compoſed of high titled nobility, 
ad high paid clergy ; and therefore. reſolved i in favour 
ac example of 1614, which was to vote by orders 
chambers apart. This deciſion was grating to the 
nſe, and wounding to the intereſts of the people. It 
as not better received by the court; for the nobility / 
Y n contended that their claſs had-an intereſt ſuperior 
WW; that of either people or clergy, or even both put 
Wogether ; they would be an upper houſe, to approve. 
r rcje& all at once, whereas by voting apart, as pro- 
oſed by the notables, the votes of the other two bodies 
died, might render all oppoſition on their fide fruit- 
Ws. All this fighting for privilege was a Eon" = | 
WS: clage to the king and miniſter, who were eager to 4 
Wc the taxes ſettled, or rather ſaddled upon the peo- 
e. The parliament again took up the matter, and 
Wcſolved chat the ſtates-general, being a repreſent- 
. on of the chr ee orders of nobles, eceleſiaſtics, and 
ad commons united in national council, they ought - 
Wo ſit in one chamber, and vote in common; but that 
e Tiers Elats ought to ſend twice the number af _ : 
| : Peputics that either of the other orders did; or in other | 
Words, ſend as many as both of them together. The 
ole number agreed upon was twelve hundred: for 
Wc nobles three hundred, for the clergy three hundred, 
ad for the third order ſix hundred. This proportion 
W' firlt ſight muſt appear unreaſonable- in favour of the + 
obles and clergy : they did not think. ſo however; in | 
, they were not to be ſatisfied... The count ſeeing. | | 
| „ — | the 
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the convocation of the ſtates-general was become in, 
diſpenſably neceſſary, as affairs ſtood, grew deſirou 
of haſtening their meeting; at the ſame time carefully 
avoided ſhewing a prepoſſeſſion for the one or other or. 
der, by leaving the manner in which the members ſhould 
aſſemble, the places or chambers in which they ſhould 
ſit, and the preciſe way of voting on the queſtions 
before them to future arrangement. Probably the king 
and his miniſter ſaid in this caſe, as is too often ſaid on 
marriage, bring the parties to a junction, and they 
will unite.” If ſuch was the conjetture of the court, it 
was ill founded, as will hereafter appear; for if it may 
be ſaid the bodies were Oe 8 9 at all, they 
never did unite. _ 
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Sin nfxeriON or DEPUTIES ro uE STATES 
GENERAL. 


Ir ever a nation e with the importanee 
of any public meaſure, France was of the approaching 
cleQtion of deputies to the great council; and if evera 
people were anxious to eſtabliſh their rights, the peo- 
ple of France evinced that anxiety ; they ſhewed it 
with becoming dignity, for they applied to and encou- 

_ raged the beſt informed men in the country to draw up 
inſtructions to the elettors, to impreſs them with the 
magnitude of the meaſures to be purſued, and to de mon. 

| ſtrate to them, that they had it in their power to render 
their on and fellow citizens doom either happy or miſer- 
able, according as they ſhould a with prudence or fal- 
neſs in their choice. Societies were immediately formed 


in Paris, — at the inſtance of men whole names 
will 
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| vill woke a andi catalogue at foie future day. 8 
mittees of correſpondence were eſtabliſhed among the 
various ſocieties throughout the kingdom ; and the phi- 
71 loſophic and patriotic kept up a literary communication 
W in all parts. The fruit of all this was what cannot be 


denied, that the members choſen under theſe precau- 


| tions by the tiers etats, formed the largeſt aggregate of 
WW human wiſdom, that the phyfical or moral eye of | 


man had ever ſeen or contemplated in any age. 


| The aſſembling of the ſtates. general being deferred 
till May, on account of Brittany and two other ſtates 


not ſending up their deputies, the nobles and prieſts 


= had time to intrigue with the court, which now was 

cen to encourge them to ſtand out from any propo- 
W ſition to amalgamate with the commons. They wanted no 
: encouragement to be contumacious ; they looked upon 


_ thcmſelves as of more precious metal, the commons 


contained too much alloy in their opinion: they de- 
clared they ſhould be degraded in the maſs; they 
= vere reſolved therefore to fit in chambers apart, and 
vote by orders, that is, by claſſes. | 

_ The tiers etats were not unapprized of what would 
| be the objekt of contention ; they ſaw the contumely 
WW with which they were likely to be treated—they re. 


WS ſolved to evince as much diſdain on their part when 


= they ſhould come to buſineſs. - They juſtly conſidered 
ws themſelves as a body entitled to as much reſpeR at 
(eat as either of the other orders, ſince they repreſented 
Ws almoſt ninety-nine parts in a hundred of the whole 
country; and the moſt valuable, becauſe the moſt in. 
. 25 ME Gino os 
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STATE OF THE count AND THE CAPITAL /eREVIOUS 
ro THE MEETING ON: an STATES EEG | 


7 8 the widlt of | io . at 5 ac 
count of the political feuds, which ran high, a domeſtic 
calamity” overwhelmed the royal family. The dauphin, 


who had for a conſiderable time been languiſhing 
under a ſpecies of maraſmus, and who. a few days 
before had been pronounced by his phyſicians to be in 
imminent danger, now died. This event however 
only affecting the heads of the court, did not ſuſpend 
the meaſures of its followers or ſupporters. A partial 
change in the miniſtry had zuſt before taken place, 
The count de MonTMoRIN, of the foreign department, 
had reſigned, and had been ſucceeded by Monſieur Si. 
Patzsr, called home from the Hague for that purpoſe. 
The miniſter of the home department gave in his re- 
ſignation”allo, not concealing his apprehenſions for 
what was coming on, nor ſparing to cenſure his pre- 
deceſlors lor e contributed to accellerate the 

evil. 5 
"The 1 of bread, which had been x common 
topic of all, began now to pinch the poor in an extra- 
ordinary degree. Riots on that account took place 


kingdom; and on Tueſday, che 28th of April, an 

inſurreQion broke out in ſeveral of the Fauxbourgs. 
The tumult began in that of St. Antoine. The military 
were called out, and this greally exaſperated the popu- 
lace, who exclaimed, Would you ſtille our cries for 
bread by n bayonets down our throats * The 


_ Joldiers 
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almoſt, every day in one great town or other of the | 
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ſoldiers however fired on | the spe. and killed ſeveral : 


men, women, and children; but they were not able to 
fave the houſe of a corn contrattor, accuſed of dif- 
honeſt practiſes, for it was pgs opens gutted, OT the 


furniture deſtroyed.” 5 A 


The populace, on their part reſorted to be only 
weapons within their reach to reſiſt the military; and 
wick ſtones and other miſſiles killed twelve of their 
number. Several pieces of cannon were brought from 


the baſtille, and pointed down the ſtreets: of the Faux. 


bourg St. Antoine; three of them were diſcharged; and 
a great many people, ho had not {arms dag in re 
quatrel, were killed and woun dec. 

In Brittany alſo, a province always halted bor . its 
high ſpirit, ſome tumults took place: a nobleman was 
attacked in his caſtle, and nearly eſcaped being burnt 
alive init. He had, as well as many others of the ſame 
order, put bis chateau and domeſtics in military array; 
expefting a rupture between the two higher orders of 
the ſtates general, as N were called, and the tiers 


ctats, e 1 S460 $631 ; 


The cardinal de Rx ans the „ died about 
this time, and with ſuch accompanying circumſtances, 
as left no doubt upon the winds 5 many, dr, = 5 
been poiſoned. * 

Monſieur CALO NN, the „ Nen was 


| all this while treated with uncommon civility by the 


higher ariſtocracy of England. He was honoured alſo 
by being elected a member of the ſociety for the en- 
couragement of the arts. This was thought encouraging 
the' arts of miniſters, rather than the more uſeful ones. 
The eleQtors of the Paris deputies ſeeing the Gent 
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for the meeting of the tad faſt a 
loſt no time in drawing up inſtrułtions for the conduct 


of their repreſentatives; they were e 2 fix 
following articles: 

Te firſt related to the 3 ; 1 5 3 to 5 
finances; the third to agriculture, commerce, or tribu- 
nal for commerce; the fourth to religion, the clergy, 
education, hoſpitals, and the public morals ;. the fifth to 
: legiſlation ; and the ſixth to various nee en 
ye city of Paris. 

In the preliminary A the a Han are 1 
—— inſtrutted by no means to agree to any other 
mode of voting than that by a plurality of voices in the 

allembly of the three orders united; and are enjoined 
firmly to reſiſt every meaſure injurious to the dignity of 
free citizens, aſſembled to exerciſe the ſovereign powers of 
the nation, They are expreſsly forbidden to concur 1n 
any ſubſidy or loan, until a declaration of the national 
rights be paſſed into a law, and the firſt foundations of 
the.. conſtitution be admitted . ſecured. Then 


follows. 


run DECLARATION or RIGHTS. ; 


5 N y polical acer, the. RIGH18 zo 3 MEN x are 
EQUAL. 

The rights of the nation ſhall be eſtabliſhed and a 
clared on the following principle??? 

All power emanates from the NATION, and can = 
be exerciſed for its happineſs. 

The 6x» 8RAL wiLL conſtitutes the LAW; 5-6 nn 

11 bone ſecures its execution. 1 


bes Kone NATION ALONE Can grant 903810386 has the 
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citizen in the eee of * nn d as; _ 
ſonal ſaſet. 


profeſſions, and dignities of every kind. 
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| 201k RIGHT of determining the qu aN u of nh 


| their duration, of apportioning the reſpe 
| aſſigning their employ; ment, of demanding. an account of 


ive ſhares, of 


their penn and of calling, 5 the enen 


Laws exiſt nl for he — of mas 1 


All proper Y is . No citixes. x can hs 405 


| grehended, or puniſhed, but by a LEGAL JUDGMENT: 


No citizen, not even aſolliar, can n * "ne 


| without previous judgment. E/ 


Evzxy citizen has a ee en be admitted + 10 > offices, 


The natural, the civil, the religious liberty fe every 


man; his perſonal ſafety, his abſolute-independence © 
on any other authority but that of law, forbid every x 

| ſcrutiny into his opinions, his converſation, his writings _ 
and aQions, inaſmuch. as they neither diſturb.public or- 
der, nor infringe. the rights of others. 


In conſequence of this declaration, their ee are 


inſtrutted to demand the abolition of perſonal ſervitude 
az eſtabliſhed by the feudal ſyſtem in every ſhape; of 
forced enrolments for the militia; of all extraordinary 
© commiſſions for judging of life or property :-of the uio- 
lation of the public Faith by opening letters entruſted to the 


poſt-office ; and of all excluſive privileges, except to 


i wentors, to whom ew ls ſhall be 2 1 Pay, for a 
ö limited time. 5 


They are to demand be LIB SLATS or THE PRESS, on 


Condition of the authors ligning their manuſcript, and of 
the e of n | 


E 4 gxpren" 67 üt 
85 IP Y NE 1 et eg EAR i. eggs 
The declaration of theſe civil ; 


Jeuke by the ſtates-general, to become the 'N AT! ox AL 
8 and the baſis of the French government. 

In the French monarchy, the LEOISHATIVI power 
enden to the nation, JOINTLY with the king; the 
TX rl own belongeth only to the KING. 
No uro can he eſtabliſned but by the NATION. 
The ſtates-general ſhall be periodical, and aſſembie 
every third year, beſides extraordinary aſſemblies. 
They ſhall never ſeparate without appointing the day 
and'place of their next meeting; and the time of the 4s 
: vious provincial meeting for the new elections. 

On the ftated day theſe” = e b he fore 

: * any other convocation. eee 

Every perſon who ſhall be Coir ii eng com. 
mitted any akt tending to prevent the holding of the 
ſtates-genera), ſhall be declared a ATT OR to his comm 
"uy; gluilty leſe nations, and as ſuch puniſhed 1 ty a th 
bunal to be eftabliſhed by the ftates-general. © 
| The order and form of the national ae, and 

repreſentation, ſhall be fixed by a law. S 
Until the much wiſhed for union of all Claſſes of ci 
1izens in one general and common repreſentation ant 
Ueliberation, the citizens of the third eſtate ſhall poſ 
Tefs at leaſt half the whole number of repreſentatives. 
The vunson of the Mn, is 8AcxeD and 15: 
'Viouantr. The yucerssiOn to the THRONE is ut- 
bir Av in the reigning family, from male to male 
in order of primogeniture, to the excluſion of female 
or their deſcendants, as well male as female, and can 
only de volve on a prince born a Frenchman, of laviu 
marriage, and inhabiting the TER OT 


k 
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without any other convocation.— In No CASE CAN/THE a 


* 


diviſion reſpecting the perſon on whom the exerciſe 


fall within their province to confer it, until the ne 


c Lent 


other order proceeding from the executive power, u 


beſides coſts and damages to the parties. 


wholly INDEPENDENT of the executive power. / 
Every change in the order and organization of tes 
courts oÞ juſtice; SY N e en 
g iſlative power.. 


FRENCH REVOLUTION: „ 


At the commencement of each new: reign, the depu- 
ties to the Iaſt ſates-general ſhall aſſemble de jure, and 


REGENCY BE CONFERRED: 3 UT BY THEM. . 


The preſent ſtates- general ſhall make a eee : 
of the regency ſhall devolve, in all caſes where it, may; 


WW uccecding meeting of the ſtats 
On the commencement of each reigns as 3 
hall take an 0ATH to the x ATN, the form and ſub- 
ſtance of which ſhall be 4 A the ene e. 


No citizen mal + Niable to his veal a nor his "a | 
bitation violated, by virtue of lettres de caghet, or any. 


der penalty againſt all perſons who ſhall have Glitiin - 
counterſigned, or executed them, of being rigorouſly 
proſecuted, and becoming liable to —_—_— PRs 


The miniſters and directors in chief of every Joan f 
vent, ſhall be reſponſible towards the nation aſſembled 
Wn ſtates- general, for every alt of malverſation, abuſe 
pf power, and miſemployment of the public treaſure. 
be judicial power ſhall be exerciſed in France in 
: Phe king's name, by tribunals compoſed of Wee 0 


Z 1 3 without derogaiig: kenn cheir unk, a = 
8 engage 


+ 
n ad ad to. th. * 1 


32 5 5 in zren or THe 


engage in vOMerer; we embrace every uſeful ps 
| ſeſſion. © 


„ cx Neu fark hall goes oe conferred eile 


by the nomination to offices, or otherwiſe. | 

There ſhall be inſtituted by the ftates-general, a 
en and civic reward, purely pzxsOw AL, and 
not HEREDITARY) which, on their repreſentation, ſhal 
be beſtowed by the king, without diſtinction, on cit; 


zens of every claſs, who ſhall have merited ſuch a . 
 compence, by the eminence of their gras 8525 


and the importance of their ſervices. 

- The conſtitution which ſhall be formed in the pre. 
ſent ſtates-general, on the above principles, ſhall be th 
property of the nation, and not liable to be changed 


or modified, but by the conſtitutive power; that is 0 


ſay, by the Nation itſelf, or by its repreſentatives, who 
ſhall be ſpecially nominated ad oc by the general body 
of NING, pos for the purpoſe of completing and 
bring rſeQion the work of this conſtitution. 

The CHARTER. of the consTITUTIoON ſhall be 


on a PUBLIC MONUMENT, erected for the pur 
5. It ſhall be publicly read in preſence, of the king 


en his acceſſion to che throne, ſhall be followed by uf 


04TH, and the copy INSERTED IN THE 1201867 
containing the circumſtances of the proffering and ac 
ceptance of this oath, ' All perſons. intruſted with the 
executive power, whether civil or military ; the magjþ 
trates of the ſuperior and inferior tribunals : the mum 


the 0BszRVANcE of the NATIONAL nab tbr, pe 
vious to wy oy into the andi of their fanAions 
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1 year, and on the anniverſary of its ſanQion,: it 
| ſhall be read and publiſhed in the churches, in the 
courts of juſtice, and in the Schools; at the head of 
each military corps, and on board of every ſhip; and 
this day ſhall be held as a ſolemn feſtival i in mo coun- 
| try under the French domination. 


© 


Next follow twenty articles relative to 3 he 


| 3 important of which are, the preliminary declaration 
| annulling and declaring the illegality of all the preſent 
taxes, but authoriſing their continuance unto the period 
at which the ſtates- general ſhall have voted: and lega” 
 lized the new ones; the conſolidating the national debt, 
| the ſale of the royal domains by the conſent of the nation, 

| which are declared inalienable by the king AL oN, and 
| the application of their amount to the diminution of the 
national debt; the abolition of all the internal cuſtom. 
| houſes throughout che kingdom, confining them to the 


ſrontiers; the diviſion of the ſubſidies in two claſſes, the 


receipt of the former to be applied to the intereſt and 
extinttion of the national debt, and gradually to expire, 


or proportionally to augment with it; the latter to be ap- 


propriated to the civil liſt, and the expences of the dif- 85 


ferent departments; theſe funds to be paid into two diſtinct 
 trealuries, under the diretlion of the ſtates. general; and 
here it is declared to be the wiſh of the nation to reſtore 
| to his majeſty whateyer his love for his ſubjetts may 
| have induced him toretrench from: his expences. 


No loan or ſubſidy to take place without the free and 


expreſs conſent of the nation, which ſhould lay it down 
an irrevocable law, never to make a loan without 
WW *ppropriating and mortgaging ſpecific funds to the pub- 
lc creditor ; the ſuppreſſion oſ-.ll uſeleſs penſions, and 


Vor. I. F e 
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an annual . ol the liſts of Gs and their 
reſpeQtive merits; and finally, an annual public account 
of the receipt and expenditure of each department. 
The next head, of Agriculture, contains various arti- 
cles among others, the total abolition of the royal and 
ſeignorial chaces, which are ſtated to extend over 400 
SQUARE LEAGUES, and to be the ſcourge and ruin of 
the farmer, together with the x AHA Tight of every 
LANDHOLDER to kill game on his own property; and 

+ the converſion of the corvees, or 929 5 nan, into a pe. 
cuniary compoſition.  _ att 
The twenty-three articles on Commerce ahve; in 

7 judicious but chiefly local regulations. IT 
The article of Religion eſtabliſhes RELIGIOUS FR 11. 
pon in its moſt liberal extent; but ſtates the neceſſiy 
of an z$TABLISHED FORM, and that exiſting form to 
be the CarHnol ic, according to its primitive purity, 
but diſclaiming all o EN DEN on Rome, and all pe- 
cuniary tributes; forbidding the French eccleſiaſtics 
to accept any dignity or benefice whatever from fo. 
reign courts, or foreign ecclefaſtics to poſſeſs any 
in France; denying every canonical juriſdiftion in 
temporal matters, and maintaining the ſuperiority of the 
laws of the ſtate over the church; it recommends the 
free election of prelates as anciently practiſed; inſiſts 
on the reſidence of all ranks of the clergy, even though Wl 
commanded. to attend the court, or in the king's coun- i i 
cils; allowing them to be abſent oply.at church coun- Wl 
cils and aſſemblies, on pain of having their revenue: 
ſequeſtered to the uſe of the hoſpitals of the dioceſe; 
it forbids'a plurality of livings above the ſimple or ag- 
- Fregute value of 3000 livres (120/. ), and Oe 


cency 
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| cency of dreſs and deportment to the clergy of every 


| and annuls all bequeſts i in mortmain; mendicity no lon- 
| ger to be ſuffered in the clergy; a proper proviſion re- 


paid out of the eccleſiaſtic revenues; penſions from the 


| of all holidays but Sundays, of which-day they call for 
WT 2 rigorous obſervance, except in time of harveſt," and 
WT in caſes of notorious public neceſſity. © t 
Then follow many wiſe articles refpefings hoſpitals 
| education, and public morals, among which are the 
| abolition of lotteries, and the prohibition of foreign 


| who may deal in them. 
=_ Thc archbiſhop, and other highs Seba 4 of 
Pans, drew up an inſtruttion to their deputies, or ra- 


1 | timents, which they hoped would bind the reſt; for, it 
= mu be remembered, that among the eccleſiaſtical de- 


W putics were choſen ſome with very ſmall curacies, who 7 
bad no intereſt in the continuance of abuſes, and theſe 


| were ſuſpetted to be not unwilling to allow ſuch changes 
in the framing the new conſtitution, as the patriotic 
members of the commons might ſuggeſt, . To obviate 


3 the high-paid prieſthood, the following paper was induſ- 
ioully handed about to the afting clergy, and to the 
©] congregations of the different pariſh chen . 

ET F 2 Dieclar- 


= nomination; monaſtic vows no longer to be irrevo- 
cably binding, nor to work a forfeiture of civil rights, 


| commended for the rectors, church repairs, &c., to be 


ſame funds to be ſet apart for infirm and decayed paſtors: 
the inſtructions further require the ſuppreſſion of many 
| religious orders, the regulation, of others; the abolition 


| tickets, under. heavy Ars on vt bankers, rok t 


| ther, it might be called a declaration of their own ſen- ” 


. this apprehended check to the ambition and cupidity ok 


4 1 
| 
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Dido ft Cry of Pai or the Men 
TT their Deputies to the States-General. 

4 The clergy of Paris, intra muros, inviolably at. 
: es to the conſtant dofirine of the church of France, 


and to the ancient principles of the French conſtitution, 
and julſl'y alarmed at the kind of revolution which cer. 


tain dangerous and foreign opinions have worked in 


people's minds, take, with eagerneſs, the opportunity, 
before their complaints are to be heard, to declare, that 


the clergy does not know any other conſtitutional lay | 


in France, than the monarchical and hereditary, from 
male to male; any other ſovereign authority, than tha 
of the king, and any other legiſlative power, than the 
royal only ; and that it acknowledges no one. above the 
king, fave God, and the law. This body has, there- 
fore, inſtrutted its deputies never to nao to = al 
teration of theſe principles.“ 

The deputies of the nobles did not go to ts ſtates ge. 
3 without their inſtruftions alſo ; and it is but Juſtice 


to that claſs to ſay, that their condutt was more liberal than 


that of the clergy. The latter appeared to care for no- 
thing, ſo the church ſhould be reſpeted. By means 
of its excommunications and enathemas, the prieſthood 
had no doubt of keeping down the lay ſpirit, and ſecur- 
ing a more than proportionate ſhare of the good things 
of this world. The nobles, except that they do not ob- 
zett to the baſtille and lettres de cachet, appear to wiſh 
an abridgment of the arbitrary power of the, crown 
Ihe following are a part of the inſtruQions given to the 
deputies of the nobility. out of the walls of Paris, The 
ſame diſtinction was made in reſpe& io the clergy with 
2 . 
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of and within the walls, as may be obſerved: by the 
words intra muros in the declaration of the clergy. 


Inflruftions to the Deputies of the Nobles, + 
| 6 After the verification of the powers, and that the 
| ſtates-general are duly formed, the deputies, under no 
WE pretence ' whatſoever, ſhall deliberate upon the grant of 
ſubſidies, nor on any other objełt, until the ns | 
2 points ſhall have been paſſed into a poſitive law: 
« The individual liberty of the citizens; the ſecurity of 
| property ; the freedom of the preſs; the ſecrecy of let- 
ters, i. e. not to be opened at the poſt-office ; the peri- 
| odical meeting of the ſtates-general, the interval not to 
| exceed three years; no laws to be paſſed, but with the 
WF concurrence of the king and the ſtates-general ; the ſole 
WT right in the ſtates-general to grant the ſnbſidies, to de- 
termine the ſums, and the time of their exiſtence ; the 
| right in the ſaid ſtates-general of appointing regencies, 
| and ſecure proviſionally the adminiſtration of public 
| affairs; and laſtly, the reſponſibility of miniſters, and 
Wy =! public officers, and whoever might endeavour to 
= overturn theſe fundamental principles of a good conſti- 
ulon, and the eſſential rights of a free nation.“ 
rü 8TATES GENERAL. © 8 
On the iſt of May, 1789, proclamation was W in 
| the main ſquares and ſtreets of Paris, by the officer at 
| arms and his attendants, dreſſed in uncommonly fine ap- 
parel, that the king would receive the deputies to the 
= !tates-general by their orders ſeparately the next day in 
be Salon v'HzrcuLy, preparatory to his meeting 
blem in general aſſembly. The clergy were preſented | 
eleven o'clock, the nobility at . _ the lower 
25 order at four in 50 * 9 Ss 
- The | 


ener 07-702: - 


+ The ſo long and anxiouſly expected meeting now took 
| 5 EAR and the king having firlt aſſiſted at a maſs of the 
Holy Ghoſt, preſented himſelf in his robes of ſtate, 

ed it in form by his heralds and kings at arms, and 


- then made the following ſpeech. 


THE KING's ren. : 
& PD Tracy 


“ The day is at length wives which my "a 55 6 


long panted io ſee, and I find myſelf ſurrounded by the 
repreſentatives of a nation which it is my glory to com. 
mand. A long interval has elapſed fince the laſt convo- 
cation of the ſtates- general ; but although theſe afſem- 
blies have not for ſome time been held, I bave not been 
leſs ſwayed by the ſteps of my predeceſſors, to re eſta. 
'bliſh a cuſtom from which the nation may earneſtly hope 
to acquire new vigour, and which may be the means of 
opening to it an additional ſource of happineſs. 
The public debt was already immenſe at my com- 
ing to the throne; it has increaſed under my re:gn—an 
expenſive but honourable war has been the cauſe, and 
an augmentation of taxes the conſequence of it; but an 
unequal levy has occaſioned them to DE: more : levere- 
1y felt. 49 
M very general diſcontent, a too great Aefire br 
innovation; have taken hold of the people's minds, and 
will end in miſleading their judgments, if they do not 
haſten to hx them by wiſe and moderate counſels. 
It is with this confidence, gentlemen, that I nov 
aſſemble you; and I rejoice to ſee thoſe condeſcending 
diſpoſitions which the two firſt orders of the ſtate have 
ſhevn to renounce their own pecuniary privileges. The 
5 on en, "hope 


e | 6 
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WE hope ohickt 1 have cheriſhed, to ſee all the orders unite » 
ad concur with me in wiſhes for the en n W. | 
lam certain, not be deceived. - - 
ll have already ordered very e ee 
| 1 ments of expence; you will moreover furniſi me with 
| your ſentiments on the ſubject, which I ſhall receive 
moſt gladly : but in ſpite of the relources which the 
WE {trictclt economy can ſuggeſt, I fear, gentlemen, that 1 
WT {hall not be able to relieve my ſubjetts fo ſoon as 1 
Could wiſh. I. ſhall order to be laid before you the 
(„% ſtate of the finances; and when you have examin- 
WP cd them, I am aſſured you will propoſe to me the moſt 
effcttual means to eſtabliſh them on a permanent footing, 
nd ſtrengthen the public credit. This great and ſa- 
butary work will claim your moſt earneſt attention; it ie 
chat which will ſecure: the internal tranquillity of tbe 
_ kingdom, and maintain its . 4 GY! Sy 
powers. | | 
The publie pi l is in a beben Faden aſſembly of 
_ the repreſentatives of the nation will certainly. hearken | 
600 no other councils than thoſe founded on wiſdom 
(nd prudence; you yourſelves, gentlemen, have been 
obe to judge on many recent occaſions that the people 
bave been miſguitied, but the ſpirit which will rule over 
your deliberations, will anſwer for the true ſentiments 
= of 2 generous nation, whoſe ee en Nr mw 5 
ever been the love of their , 7 9 | 
- „ ſhall baniſh from me every other Wade T 
WT know the authority and power of a juſt king, ſurround- 
ed by a faithful people, at all times attached to the 
We principles of monarchy ; theſe have ereQed the * 
and 4 ſplendor 25 France. I 85 to be, and I ever 
1 ſhall, 


3 ia + 
pre 
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ſhall be, the anden of them. But whatever may be i 
expetted from the moſt tender ſolicitude to the public 
ood, whatever can be aſked from a ſovereign, th, 
ſincereſt friend of his people, you may, you ought i» 
hope from me. May an happy union reign in this Wil 
aſſembly, and may the epocha become ever memorable 


for the felicity and proſperity of this country—it is the : g 
wiſh of my heart, it is the moſt ardent deſire of my 


prayers; it is in ſhort, the price which J expett fron WM 
the en, of my nen and 85 W for my 
«7 hi keeper of the ſeals will 00 my intention 3 
more fully; and 1 have ordered the director genen 
of the finances to 5 beſore you the ſtate of the king L 
dom. |, 3 
Alter the Fi had deliveind his Fart to > the dif. 


ſerene orders aſſembled in ſtates-general, it might have 3 | 


been expeRted, they would conjointly have proceeded 
to diſcuſs the affairs of the nation—to provide for, and 
remedy the diſtreſſes in the finances; and laſtly, agree 
upon ſuch a conſtitution as ſhould prevent the. like 
embarraſſments from again befalling the ſtate. Thi 
was not the caſe, for the nobles and clergy retired to 


heir own chambers, refuſing to fit with the tiers etnts, 


They were ſeverally occupied in matters of ſom 
and parade ſor a long time, when about the ſixth day 
aſter the king's ſpeech, the order of the nobility de- 


olared, through a deputation to the third order by the 
duke de PzxAsLin, that they now looked upon them. 


ſelves as conſtituted into an order ; that is, that their 
houſe was duely opened for entering upon buſineſs. 

The next day the order of the clergy, though na 
looking 


j # 
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| locking upon themſelves as yet regularly conſtituted, 
voted proviſionally, that they renounced all immunities 
and pecuniary exemptions belonging to their body ; 
and this order authoriſed commiſſioners to impart the 
| reſolution to thoſe of the nobility and the commons. 
But as the deputies from the third eſtate had it in their 
| inſtructions from their conſtituents, not to vote by 
orders, but in common, they ſignified chat they could 
uke no notice of theſe meſſages. Here the national 
buſineſs was at a ſtand—the diſputes among the orders 
WE threatened ſerious conſequences. The king expreſſed 
great uncaſineſs at theſe protrattions, and e 
| the ſeveral eſtates to concord and unanimit. 
A1 length the orders of the nobility and clergy ap: 
pointed eight commiſſioners each, and that of the 
commons ſixteen, to confer. together on the beſt means 
of conciliating the diviſions and differences lubſiſting 
amongſt the three orders. 

= All would not do; the two 8 orders would 
os yicld—the commons would not bend. The king 
ſent his keeper of the ſeals to the aſſembly. He told 
| the conciliatory commiſſioners, that the king ſeeing 
| the conferences held before his commiſſion ,did not 
bring back the wiſhed for harmony, it was ay duty 
WT hioſelf to fix upon ſome other means. Then Mr. 
Neckar read the following project of conciliation, or 
Wy rather of arbitration : | 
. His majeſty propoſes, that the three orders, hav- 
iss verified their titles ſeparately, are reciprocally to 
5 communicate them to each other. 

2. That if diſputes ſhall ariſe, the commiſſioners of 
bc three orders ſhall communicate them. to their re- 
1 G SL ſpeAive 


VVV 


ſpellive chambers, where they are to be ſeparaey 
ſettled, 3 
- That if the three orders ſhould come to Wer 
er on the ſame ſubjeft, his majeſty ſhall then 
take notice of it, and definitively decide upon it. 
The repreſentatives of the commons, or chamber of the 
third eftate, now, beginning to regret the loſs of time, 
and the diſappointment the people felt in there being 
no advances made towards a redreſs of grievances and 
drawing up a conſtitution, determined to prove that 
they were not liſtleſs in the matter. The firſt thing 
they did was to invite the order of the clergy in the 
name of the Gop or PEACE AND OY NATIONAL 
HAPPINESS, to come and unite itſelf with their's in 
the hall of the ſtates-general, in order to find out and 
fall upon means to eſtabliſh concord. 
The ſpeaker of the clergy anſwered, that his order 
would immediately take hes hs ee matter into 
ſcrious conſideration, 
The order of the clergy did effeftually deliberae 
upon this propoſition ; and it came to the reſolution to 
ſend next day deputies to the commons, to inform 
them, the members of the clergy had taken into grea 
conſideration the propoſition from the third eſtate; bu 
that the ſitting having laſted beyond three o'clock, they 
had broke up, and put off their one deliberations til 
next day. 
The commons did no other buſineſs. The nobles i 
tranſafted none of public concern, they only diſcuſſed WW 

ſome particular point relative to their own order. / 
On May 28th, whilſt the commons were waiting for 
the duet from the clergy, a leiter from the king ws 
5 announ- 


* 


res 
— 
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WW is majeſty had Tent A ſimilar letter to the nobles, who 
WT :cfuſed to receive it (having only been ſent by the 
1 marquis de Breze to one of the members), unleſs ad- 
Ws drciſcd with the uſual formalities to their order. The 
= king complied with their demand, and the. letter was 
A dclivercd to their ſpeaker in due form, 


4 from the clergy. This deputation informed the com- 
I | mons that the king had ſent them a letter (the ſame as 
WS that to the nobles and commons) wherein his majeſty 
WF {ignificd his wiſhes, that the conciliatory commiſſioners 
from the three orders ſhould repair on the morrow 


ſome other commiſſioners from the king, in order 


deſires, and had, ad interim, put off every deliberation. 
5 Aſter the deputation of the clergy had withdrawn, 
de king's letter came to the commons, of e the 
Wy following is the tenor 


| had ariſen, touching the verification of the powers of 
me members of the aſſembly of the ſtates-general, were 
oer exiſting, notwithſtanding the care taken by the 
commiſſioners choſen by the three orders to find out | 
WF means of conciliation on this head. 

 * 1: is not without great pain that I have ſeen the aſ- 
31 ſembly, which 1 have conyoked in order to deliberate 
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announced ; at the ſame time it was ad known that 


The third eſtate, or commons, received a Are 


| evening at ſix o'clock with the keeper of the ſeals, and 


| to reſume their conferences. The elergy had ſignified 
to his majeſty their readineſs to comply with his 


© I have been informed, that the difficulties which 


| with me upon the regeneration of my kingdom, ſunk 

into an inactivity, which if it were to laſt longer, 

| make e hopes I had conceived for the 
a 6 2 hap- - 
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happineſs of my people, We for a: proſperity of the 
ende to vaniſh. 
In ſuch es I desire that ns condi 
tory commiſſioners, already choſen by the three orders, 
may renew their conferences to-morrow evening at fix 
o'clock, in preſence of my keeper of the ſeals, and 
commiſſioners, I ſhall add to him, in order to be 
informed particularly of thoſe overtures of conciliation 
which may be made, and that I may directly contribute 
to eſtabliſh that harmony, ſo Ae and for von 
there are ſuch pre ſſing occaſions. 
I give in charge to him that does the finfion 
of ſpeaker of the third eſtate, to MN = Intention 
known to his houſe, 
| (Signed) 'L O 0 I 85 
Verſeilles May 28, 789. 


Aſier the reading of the king's letter, a member pro 
poſed to accede to it; andeven toenlarge the powers of 
the commiſſioners, ſo as to treat at the ſame time of theſe 
twowbjetts. The verification of the powers in com: 
mon, and the deliberations, by order, or by ſingle votes 
The propoſition was not accepted then, nor in the af 
ternoon, when the debates were renewed, which laſted 
ill paſt eleven. The ſitting was 151 1a dy to ThE meu 

day. 
Ihe next morning the nobles (who had NP 
themſclves duly conſtituted) debated the queſtion, whe- 
ther they are to vote by order, or ſingly; it was carried 
by a large majority, that they would maintain with firm- 
neſs the voting by order, which they looked upon #% 


belonging t to the true national conſtitution. Sixteen mem 
bers 
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bers proteſted againſt this ah and twenty-two 
1 refuſed 10-g1ve their opinion. 

May 29. The commons debate e on he ſabjeQ of hs 
king's letter, when it was reſolved by a majority of up- 
wards of 400, to renew the conferences as propoſed by 
| the king, with theſe proviſos, that at the end of each 
conference, the proceedings ſhould be minuted, and 
WW fgncd by all the commiſhoners. And the conferences 
| to be renewed after having ſent a deputation to the king. 

| The nobility deliberated the fame day upon the com- 
| munication to be made to the clergy, of the reſolution 
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Theclergy did no buſineſs, nor would they take uptheir 
deliberations till after the conferences before the gs 
WW commillioners ſhould take place. e 

= Thc commons and the clergy met the ings come 
WF fioners to hear his majeſty's propoſitions, but the nobi- 
li inſiſted that they had already verified their powers, 
2 and announced their formation; and reſolved to remain 
. they were without ſubmitting to any other reviſion. 
nin the aſſembly of the third eſtate, it was now pro. 


5 | poſed to chuſe by ballot a committee of twenty-four per- 
= ons, to digeſt and frame all that the houſe ſhould think 
fi to publiſh of their proceedings; in conſequence it was 


; | moved that the committee ſhould procure aprinting- office 
4 i the diſpoſition of the aſſembly. It was alſo moved, that 


T)heſe propoſitions were oppoſed, for the following 
Wy reaſons : firſt, becauſe the aſſembly was not yet conſti- 


4 | tutionally formed; ſecondly, becauſe it might be too 


3 | expenſive, and take up too much time of the mem- 
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0 they had agreed to, never to vote otherwiſe than by order. 


bat had hitherto paſſed ſhould be printed in detail. 


2 | den to ſhape (and 3 reviſe) the votes and de- 
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bates : and thirdly, on account of the fear which wat 


entertained, that the members of the committee might 


give a particular turn to thoſe matters they were 10 

publiſh, which would alter their primitive meaning. 
As ſoon, however as M. MixABEAU joined this af 

ſembly, he inſtituted a printing-office for the purpoſe, 


above-mentioned, on which a ſhort time aſter violent 


hands were laid by the miniſtry, 
One of the conciliatory commiſſioners, M r. Rabau 


de St. Etienne, made a brief report of the firſt conſe. 
rence held beforc the keeper of the feals, Meſſrs, de lg 
Michodiere, D'Ormifſon, De Vidaud, De la Gglaiffier, 
counſellors of ſtate, and Mr. de Leſſart, a maſter in 
chancery. From his report it appeared that there wa 
no proſpe& of the nobility and clergy acquiecſcing in 
the wiſhes of the people, by joining in council with the 
third eltate ; and that as they were forbidden on their 
part by their conſtituents to give way to the partial views 
and intereſts of thoſe two orders; the ABE Svevrs 
moved a reſolution to proceed to the national concerns 
without them, the reſolution was drawn up in the follov- 


ing words: 


Reſolved, that the two K of bier 190 80 
be conſidered only as the deputies of two corporations 
or claſſes of men, that they can have no deliberate voice 
on a national concern but when in conjunttion or coz 


lition with the nation's repreſentatives, that having been 


invited to aſſemble in this houſe, we do conſider our- 
ſelves The Repreſentatives of the Nation, and. that our 


aſſembly in future be ſtyled THE NATIONAL 


ASSEMBLY. . The, reſolution was put and carried. 
ele alter which, all the deputics took the fol- | 


lowing 
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W1owing conſticutional oath : “ We promiſe and ſwear to 

aal, with zeal and _— the nen with een we 

E are charged-” End 

1; was * oviepbſenk for hs mt allndbe's to 

cle, that although the taxes and contributions were 
2 legally eſtabliſhed and received, yet that they ſhould 
in continue to be raiſed to the day of the ſeparation of 


her hand, it was alſo propoſed to declare, that as ſoon 
oc national aſſembly ſhall in concert with the king, 
vc fixed the proper principles of the national regene- 
on, it ſhall take into conſideration the conſolidation 
es che public debt, placing the creditors of the ſtate 
nder the ſafeguard of che honour _ h of as 
7 rcnch nation. 

_ 1: vas further propoſed, # to enquire into [this nne 
Which have brought about the ſcarcity that afflicts the 
provinces of the kingdom; and to ſeek the means to 
WT move the ſame in the moſt efficacious and quickeſt 
anner poſlible—This laſt motion paſſed into a reſolu- 
on, and a cominittee was bin for. that e 5 
5 ene 7. 

FERMENTATION AT PARIS _ 
While theſe contentions had been held among the 
rec orders of the ſtates-general, Paris had not been 
eg pcrſcaly tranquil, partial riots had taken place, and ge- 
oeral apprehenſions prevailed, by the various move- 
WT ""cnts of the army, and particularly of the foreign regi- 
85 ments. Strong detachments, both of French and Swiſe 
asd, of the royal troopers, of royal dragoons, of the 
„% regiment de Salis-Samade, in cantonement at Vau- 
2rd, iy, and of the huzars of Eſterhazy, cantoned 
| in 


the ſaid national allembly, and no longer. On the 
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demned for having, at the head of a conſiderable body 


Fauxbourg St. Antoine; of having afterwards ramble 


4 NOBLES . CLERGY Joining. THE NATIONAL 


of NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, than a body of ſeceders fron 


2_A£_ -——oxrren'or rns: 


in Vincennes, were diſtributed and placed in different 
parts of this metropolis, and more particularly in the en- 
virons of la Place St. Antoine, under pretence of pre. 
ſerving peace and regularity during the execution of a 
ſentence iſſued from the provoſt court, which had con. 
demned a newſpaper writer to be hanged. He was con. Wil 
of men who were collected together, forced the ſword 
of two people from them in the large ſtreet of the Faux. 
bourg St. Antoine, ſaying, that he wanted to uſe them 
againſt the troops ; of having armed himſelf with theſe 
two ſwords ; of having headed theſe people, and having 
made uſe of expreſſions tending to foment and put the 
mob into commotion, uproar, and ſedition, in the ſaid 


over different parts of this city, continually accompanied 
by a large concourſe of people, where, by his ſpeeches, 
his proceedings, and his threatening i 15 ſtruck al 
RO met him with fear and alarm. 
Although the execution of this man was the e 
cauſe of the military taking theſe new ſtations, it ws 
known to be a pretext only; for the ſecond day befor 
the execution; the friends of the condemned were aſſure! Ba 
he would be pardoned. Many did not ſcruple to ſay, 
in the public coffee-houſes, that he was hanged only ſ i 
a pretence, to place the military in a ſituation better t9 
N the ſpirit of nenn ew nnen out. 


ASSEMBLY, 


No ſooner had the third order 0 he new tit 
bob 


FRENCH "REVOLUTION. — 49 


boch nobility and clergy joined them, and voted with | 
tm in common—this was a great triumph to the peo - 
ee, and to the patriots of all the orders. The duke of Or- 
tcans, the marquis de la Fayette, and M. Mirabeau, were 
WW among the moſt zealous in forming this junction; and 
bos it was, and never till now, that the court Put on its 
entire armour of defence. | 
_ The following is the liſt of the 5 who joined i a 
= ſcmbly of the third eſtate (as it had been called by the 
= other two orders) on the 25th of June, at the entreaty, as 
WE it vas afterwards ſaid, of the count d'Artois, and for the 
Ws purpoſe, as it was made to be believed by many, of pre- 
WT (crving the life of the king, in preyenting the differences 
boom running to ſo diſtratting and dangerous a height: 
_ Thc duke of Aiguillon, Dandre, the marquis de Le- 
WF 22y-Marmezia, the viſcount de Toulongeon, count de 
= Crillon, viſcount de Beaubarnois, de Pheline, yiſcount 
des Androuins, marquis de la Coſte, count de Caſtellane, 
== the marquis de Blagons, marquis de Lengon, count de 
= |. Blache, count Anth. d'Agoult, count de Virieu, count 
de Morge, baron Chalion, count de Marſanne, de Burle, 
= {Eymar, de C. Nompere de Champagny, de Prez de 
= Craflier, marquis de Biancourt, d'Aguefſeau, Freleau, AY 
WW the chevalier de Maulette, count Clermont Tonnerre, 2 
duke de la Rochefoucauld, count Lally Tollendal, 
= count Rochouart, count Luſignere, Dionis du Sejour, 
21 du Port, the marquis de Monteſquiou- Fezenſac, Alex. 
4 de Lameth, marquis de la Tour Maubourg, marquis de 
d illery, baron d'Harambure, the duke de Luynes, mar- 
maus de Lancoſne, baron de Medou.—On the ſame 
, the archbiſhop of Paris (a oO royaliſt) was in- 
r 1 | troduced 
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oppoſuion had ſprung from leſs honourable ſources; 


nity offered of proving their diſintereſtedneſs, they not 


their profeſſed cauſe, and plunge the deal in 


joined the national aſſembly being conſiderable (eighty- 
five), with one-third of the pariſh prieſts, of clergy of 


although before, they had abuſed and hated him. This 
diminutive aſſembly, or upper houſe, as it called itſell, 
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troduced into ihe national aſſembly by the archbiſhsp of 
Bourdeaux. e were all eee en e of 
applauſe, 
It was agreed on among thi winder of che patriots in 
all the orders, that a few of their party ſhould be left be. 
hind, as well to watch what might be doing, as to avail 
themſelves of every favourable occurrence, and adver. 
tile their friends of any approaching danger. | 2 
It was at this moment that the nobles fell ſuddenly in. 4 
to diſeſteem and contempt; for a great number of then Wi 
who had oppoſed the court before, under the pretence 
of defending the cauſe of the people, proved that their 


from diſappointment, and picque, at not ſharing ſuſh. 
ciently of court favours, ſince now that a real opportu. 


only kept aloof, but concerted in private how to wound 


greater, becauſe more confirmed flavery. 
The numbers of the really patriotic nobles which had 


ſmall ſalaries, left the non-conformiſts, as they may be 
called, in a miſerable minority and condition. Theſe 
latter ca'led the count D'Ar tors to counſel with them, 


was now compoſed of the princes of the blood, of the 
higher nobility, and of the eee and n 1 
a few leſs dignified cler. 

F 5 well knew that the Irs would inſiſt upon 


A co. 
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gon of that ; they wiſhed to make ſuch a one as ſhould 
be congenial to their own views and fituations; they 
| therefore diſcuſſed the queſtion, whether they ſhould 
not perſiſt in their intention of voting by chambers, 


laat put a negative on its proceedings. The king was 


WE thority exerciſed on the moſt urgent occaſions. It 
Wy 25, in ſtate, what the EXTREME UNCTION: is in the 
church. 1 1 8 
But high ſounds od given pk to common 3 


bed of juſtice therefore, to enable the 5s 


ſecing his majeſty liſten to ſuch advice as would ine. 
vitably bring himſelf and the nation into en Ae 
Find diiheult y... | 

ue national We y e Su not as cha emotion 
4 he unnatural coalition between the court and tbe very 


to humble its influence, The aſſembly was moreover 
1 | executing flowly by its enemies, and chat there was no 


une to be loſt in defending itſelf, The members, there- 
be, reſolved on an extraordinary meeting, to take into 


court, and their avowed opponents; they continued 
beir debates till very late in the evening, when they 
£1 n till next day; hut in the morning, hen they 
= H 2 reſorted 


| A consTITUTION, things were gone too far to ſtop | 


4 | againſt the meaſures of the other houſe, and thereby at 
very ready, by the advice of his brother, to fall into theſe 


views, for which purpoſe he held what was called a BED 
oF jUsTICE&—a high-ſounding name for. the royal au- 


ſtand out, produced no other effect than to convince. 
5 | Neckar, | that he could no longer contiaue miniſter, 


: men who had fo lately declared themſelves determined 


well informed that a plan for its entire deſtruction was 


couſideration A PROTEST againſt the proceedings of the 


* 
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reſorted to the uſual place of aſſembling, they found thy I 
doors ſhut againſt them, and guards poſted there to re. 
ſuſe them admittance. As ſoon as a conſiderable number 
of members had come up to the door, and all remon. 
ſtrances with the officer were found vain, it was propoſed 
by ſome one to adjourn to a tennis court in the neigh. 
bourhood, and there hold the ſeſſion. The propoſa 
was agreed to; and no ſooner were the members met, 
than they took the oath never TO SEPARATE BUT 19 
CASE OF DEATH, TILL THEY 'SHOULD HAVE Acco. 
PLISHED THE OBJECT OF THEIR MISSION FROM 
THEIR REPRESENTATIVES, VIZ. THAT or E$T 4s 
BLISHING A CONSTITUTION. : ; 
The court, ſeeing that ſhutting the be out of 
their chamber had ſerved no other purpoſe than making 
them more united, offered a ſlimſy excuſe for what hal Wi 
been done, and ws ome? the” Mech to them the ſecond : 
_ COD 
It may here be proper to mention 4 upon th af. 
en not adopting the propoſition of having the re. 
port of their progeedings printed under their own di. Wi 
reftion, M. Mirabeau cee urn i called Jo: — 
nat des Etats Genereux, . 1 
This publication had a very wendest ehe 
. court were fo alarmed and incenſed at it, that, 
by an order of council, it was ſuppreſſed, and the mate. 
rials ſeized upon. The aſſembly,” hearing of theſe ar 
bitrary proceedings, came to the following Sn 
gs the arrét of the king's council. 
 & Reſolved, that the att of the council in Appen 
the Journal of the ſtates-general is a direRt attack on the 
liberty of the preſs, now ſo neceſſary, and claimed ” 
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de whole kingdom of France; that it particularly vio- 
nes the epoch, in which the eyes of the people are di- 
= rcacd to their repreſentatives, whoſe deliberations in 
de grand national aſſembly, in which their rights are 
= diſcuſſed, and their deſtiny agitated, it is important to 
be made acquainted with ; that this att, [ſued during the 
very meeting of the free ſtates-general, decides a queſtion 
= which the king had reſerved to be ſettled by them 
( grecably to the reſult of the council of the 27th of 
December laſt ; and laſtly, that this act calls back, at 

de firſt dawn of national liberty, a policy, and thoſe re. 
WF culations which the wiſdom of the king had ſuſpended, 
= and which, if they were ſtill exiſting, ſhould vaniſh before 
de national aſſembly.” Theſe ſpirited reſolutions were 
WF gned by Taxcgr, preſident, and Barr Ly, ſecretary. 


The criſis of our great rival nation, as it has been 


WY ucd, appeared at this time to be coming on apacez 
be ſearleſs conduct of theſe repreſentatives encou- 
aged the brave people, from whom they had derived 
Wl their power, to believe, that the eve of enen 
beir deſires for liberty was approaching. 


The king thought it better to relax he even perſuad - 


= cd the non-conformiſis to give way (as it has always been 


believed, for treacherous purpoſes). They did ſo in 


ohppcarance, the better to carry on the work of deſtroy- 
WW the patriotic members of the national aſſembly. 


The count v'ArTo1s was the go-between in all theſe 


- meaſures ; he pretended to conjure the out-ftanding no- 
les and prieſts, as they loved the king's life, that they 


would follow the examples of others of their orders, 


: 10 whom his advice had been ſucceſsfully given by 
- heir coaleſcing with the * and that his mazsſty 


* 


1 
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would meet them in full convocation on the 2gd of 
June. On that day be held a royal ſeſſion, at nine 
o'clock in the morning, and made a ſpeech, in which 

« He conſented to grant the liberty of the preſs, un. 


der certain regulations; namely, that perſons abuſing Wl 


oo een ſhould be ſubjeft to inne by laws 0 
He d the e af: the privileges as 
tendered by the nobility and clergy. | 
He repeated the aſſurances he had given upon hi 
royal word, of not legen taxes without the ſlates 
general. 
He blamed the third elite RG for e vio. 
lence and raſhneſs of their proceedings, and annulled 
all the reſolutions aa had come to * the 20 of 
June. es I 
Re 3 with recommending. e e 
propoſitions for reſtoring harmony to the three eſtates, 
Ibis ſpeech was received by the commons with a mur. 
mur of diſcontent. As ſoon as the king withdrew, a 
motion was made in the third eſtate, and carried, © Que 
la religion de fa majeſté avoit eté ſurpriſe.” That is 
(what in our parliamentary phraſe would be rendered) 
That his majeſty's patriotic intentions had been per: 
verted by bad advice.” , _ 
„That being firmly Sees 5 ho PR they had 
taken, and ſeverally bound thereby to abide by thei 
proceedings, they could not revoke ie reſolutions they 
had made, which were fundamental. 
That, therefore, there was no neceſſity to re enal 
them, as they could not be reſcinded by any other power. 
That they do re-eſtabliſh them in their full exten, Bil 
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Led — perſevere i in _ thas they have 
ſince their being aſſembled. EY 


for the information of the nation.” 

Pins as it would not be fafe to truſt the convey- 
in the kingdom, for the uſe of their conſtituents. 

| The national aſſembly, thus conſtituted, began their 
proceedings with becoming prudence.” They refolved, 
the national troops of France be raiſed to the ſame ſum 


las the pay of foreign troops in French pay, viz. from 


ating the French army to the yATRIOTIC/ STANDARD, 
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and was preparing to ſet off for Paris; but the multi- 


L | very clamorous, the queen and the courtiers became 
much alarmed, and orders were ſent to the troops to 


come and drive away the people. The ſoldiers would 
not march. What was to be done? The king did not 
cccept of Mr. Neckar's reſignation ; and the croud took 
end carried him upon their ſhoulders into the palace. 

le was to continue prime miniſter ; and the general be. 
lief Es that the 3 bad siven way to the opinion of 
VM. 


« That this confirmation my primed 40 publiſhed 
Having come to theſe vigorous Wee they f 


ance of theſe important papers to the common poſt, to 
ſend ſpecial meſſengers with the ſame to every ng | 


That an addreſs be preſented to the king; that the pay of 


in caſe it ſhould be NOTE in ee e n of 2 85 | 
Mr. Neckar, daes; 0 ieee of hs king's | 

pecch, againſt which he had previouſly voted in the 

; council of ſtate, had ſent in his reſignation to the king, - 


: tude which ſurrounded the palace of Verſailles growing 


four and a half ſols a day, to fix and a half, beſides the 
camp and garriſon allowance; thus cauTtousLY conch | 


þ 8 
* 
3 4 
N. 

1 


— 


* 
* 
—————— —„-— — , ⏑ * 


1 
4 
85 
18 
7 
1 
13 
3 
. 
. 


ben 1 ST e x, 0 4, "OSA ee — ERALS LE Ty 
— 8 I Wo In IIS &- 88 r Nee —— e — * * * * nth TR ** * 99 1. o <a . 
ah tas + . — 7 y — 1 - — | " props N . we _ 

BE I > or OY V * N ** ans & —_ 5 a — 
i 2 ee „% 5 ER * 2 * Ne et ” « 5 n x * — < * 9 

Yo YE EE r n n. . 9 7 — * a c * = | | 

PT ond has: 2 EN eee Sa eee e ee * as rr 
Vue. 3 1 a e OY - ＋— Va 3 s 8 N 
, - N 0 . DAY 82 . 
* 


Mr. Neckar, who was clearly for the peoples, and ty} 2 
bility preſented a violent addrels againſt the procceding 


which Monſieur and the count d'Artois aſſiſted, that vio. 


the prince de Cox vs named nn mo, the prince de 


nued their meeting; on the following Monday they 


orders were ſcated, and at "ne were e to en. 


Sent of the commong, as he ſtiled him, that his majely 


to him, the king opened the aſſembly by a long ſpeech 
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eſtabliſhment of a free conſtitution. 
The deciſive reſolutions of the commons chow the Court 


into the greateſt alarm. A majority of the clergy noy 
voted their union withthe commons. The outſtanding no, 


of the national aſſembly to the king, who in his anſve; 
evidently adopted their ſentiments. The queen, the 
count d'Artois, the Polignacs, &c. had got entire poſſe. a 
of him at Marli; it was at the council held there n 


lent meaſures were concerted. The king was encouraged 
to come forward andcruſh the whole buſineſs by a bold 
ſtroke of authority; M. Neckar was exiled from France, 


Court, minifler, &c. 
The commons were not to be ee, hu Cont. 


evinced more ſpirit than ever, when they were n 3 
n by the compliant clergy in a body. 

The royal ſeſſion was poſtponed till next PR Tuel] 
day, when his majeſty appeared, and the buſineſs com 
menced by a marked inſult to the commons, who wer} 
kept waiting in a naſty unwholeſome place, till the othe 


ter by a back door, 
Aſter the keeper of the ſeals had terme the prel- 


would not hear the diſcourſe which he intended to addrels 


wherein, among other matters, ſpeaking of the ſtates- gene 


bal, he ſays, I anticipated the wiſhes of the nation, I ter 
koned 
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WT ned on the enlightened knowledge of its repreſenta-. 
lues; the nation thinks with me, Frenchmen have not 
E changed their character of loyalty. It is time for me 
bovever, to put an end to all extravagant pretenſions. 
love it to the conſtitution of my kingdom, to repel all 
de anacks that have been, or may be made upon it. 
= To who will not accept of my plans of conciliation, 
bee unworthy of the name of Frenchmen. I have hither- 
10 alone done all the good mylelf; I will boldly ad- 
U vance and complete the work. I know all your inſtruc- 
on- I am the guardian of your reſpeQive rights. 
WT :vcry att of diſobedience would be an att of injuſtice. 
Lo king bas offered ſo och as 11 have. a claim on 
= your confidence,” &ͤ . Met 
_ The keeper then Foe by his . 2 nk Aving 
of orders, and palliating conceſſions; and, after annul- 
ung all that had paſſed in the commons, and inſiſting on 
be right the nobles and clergy had of voting in ſeparate 
bodies, left the aſſembly, commanding, at the ſame time, 
= cach order inſtantly to ſeparate and reſume its re- 
_ pcttive dcliberations. The nobles and part of the cler- 
ey ſhouted, vive le roi, but the commons remained in 
WT profound Glence, nor would they quit the hall, where, 
WF together with about fifty of the clergy, who would not 
Wy [cparate from them, they inſtantly proceeded to diſcuſs 
WF thc royal conduct. Four times the king ſent an offi- 
cer to order them on their allegiance, to break up their 
wveeting. Four times did they decidedly deny the au- 
oF thority of the king to command them to ſeparate, and by 
WT (cir firmneſs carried their point: Mr. Le Cauus, one 
WF of the Paris deputies, then moved, that the national aſ- 
We {<mbly do perſiſt i in all its preceding reſolutions, Thoſe 
0 1 K. 1 | of 
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of the erg who veraliied. ſpiritedly deſiri ring their pre. 
ſence to be ſpecified; this propoſition was unanimouſly 
adopted, nor would "087 hear wy a motion of wore 
ment all next day. 
Another motion followed, from the Obits de M. 
naBEAU, to the following effect, and nearly in theſe 
words: „The national aſſembly, feeling the neceſſity of 
ſecuring the perſonal liberty, the freedom of opinion, 
and the right of each deputy of the ſtates-general to en 
quire into, and cenſure al forts of abuſes and obſtacls 
to the public welfare and liberty, Do reſolve, that the 
perſon of each deputy is inviolable; that any indivi 
dual, public or private, of what quality ſoever, any cor. 

_ porate body of men, any tribunal court of juſtice, or 
commiſſion whatſoever, who ſhould dare, during the pre. 
ſent ſe ſſion, to proſecute, or cauſe to be proſecuted, ar 
reſt, or cauſe to be arreſted, detain, or cauſe to be de, 
tainecl, the perſon of one or mofe deputies, for any pro- 
-poſition, advice, opinion, or ſpeech, made by him o Wi 
them in the ſtates-general, or in any of its aſſemblies, or 

- committees, ſhall be deemed infamous, and a traitor to 
his country; and that in any fuch cafe, the national aſſen. 
bly will purſue alt poſſible means and meaſures to bring 
the authors, inſtigators, or executors of ſuch arbitrary 
proceedings to condign puniſhment.” This reſolution WA 
Vas carried four hundred and e ee 1 toe: 
Tu ä 
Every thing was now in the moſt violent fermems 
tion, both at Paris and Verſailles, —_ | 
On the night of this memorable day (Tuesday), a 
Imiwonſe multitude of perſons of all ranks-affembled u 
nine o'clock; and being informed that Mr. Neckar vu 
1 ; a abou 


* 
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vo to depart for Switzerland, forced theis way into, 
the inner court of the palace at Verſailles, and with loud. 
Wd menacing cries demanded that Mr. Neckar ſhould 
3 continue miniſter, accompanied with the moſt violent 
execrations againſt the archbiſhop of Paris, and many 
other perſonages. The alarm was inexpreſſible in the 
7 palace; the princes, the count d Axx ois particularly, 
aled to arms; the troops got together from all parts; 
but when ordered to fire, refuſed to draw a trigger on, 
5 ; Wtheir countrymen, though before. the very e ar: - 
hc palace. _ | 
5 The king was now obllecd: to ſend to M. ASH 
Who at firſt refuſed to come; a ſecond meſſage brought 
i, amidſt the acclamations of thouſands, who made 
im promiſe never to, quit the kingdom. He re- 
Wb cclented io the king the danger to which the meaſures 
5 | vas purſuing, expoſed his perſon, and the nation. The 
ag ſaid to him,“ Neckar, I believe you are an honeſt 
Wnn—you have never yet deceived me; but, alas! I 
ave been deceived.” Adding, © IJ have ſome papers at 
Mar: 1 muſt ſhew you—I will go immediately for 
hm.” Monſieur offered to execute this commiſſion. 
WF No,” ſays the king, no one can find them but myſelf; 
and he ſat out next day to fetch them. M., Neckar ap- 
peared in his ſtation as uſual, and it was ſuppoſed that. 
ll the violent meaſures adopted on the Tueſday would 
be annulled. The commons continued their delibera. 
lions, and ſent a deputation to compliment M. Neckar, 
bo retumed a moſt affettionate, but guarded anſwer, 
5 ziving the ancient title of your order” to them 
tube king, by turns timid and bold, according to the 
euer or leſſer degree of confidence he drew from thoſe 
1 | 1 2 : | who 
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who adviſed him, agreed to a kind of middle propofi. 
tion in his Bed of Juſtice, namely, that the deputies of 
the three orders might vote (par tete); that is, indivi. 
dually in all ordinary matters of regulation, but in all 
that reſpetted the forming a conftitution, he' maintained 
they ſhould vote as originally intended, by n claſſes 
or ſeparate chambers. 

Mr. Nzcx an now ſaw-the ela impoſſibility of con. 
tinuing any longer miniſter, as he diſapproved of the 
king's reſolution, and found his royal maſter encouraged 
and ſupported in it by all the noblemen about the court; 
he therefore reſolved, once for all, to quit the miniſtry, 
and thereby avoid the diſgrace which was likely to u. 
tach to all who ſhould be connected with it. 

A ſudden movement of the troops at this time, with 
the view of contracting the circle they formed round 
Paris, excited a more lively apprehenſion than ever in 
the Pariſians; but what contributed more than all 
to keep it up, was the calling the duke de Broctio 
from a diſtance, to take por him the. command of 
them. | 

The court could not have fixed upon a perſon better 
calculated than this man to execute its military deſigns, 
With the high rank of field marſhal, and the great repu- 
tation for martial ſkill and intrepidity, he ftecled hi 
heart with an enthufiaflic loyally, which he made a boalt 
of, at the ſame time vowing vengeance againſt every 
patriotic innovator that ſhould come within his reach. 
He had nominated moſt of the very regiments he was 
to command, and had particularly defired to have eig 
battalions of Alſacians, and troops from Loraine, of i 
high 3 training. : : : 
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8 The patriots of the national aſſembly ſuſpeQted, and 
(oc without reaſon, that they had growing, and even 
F new dangers to contend with. On the junction of the 
cher chambers with the main body of their own, they 
observed a myſtery, and an unuſual ſilence kept up at 
Court. A miniſtry was forming in the dark; and each 
WE individual, it was clear, had a part to aft as ſgon as the 
WF word ſhould be given. Among the open ats of menac- 
1 mg hoſtility, was the ſtationing two regiments found the 
building in which they held their deliberations. 
_ Although it muſt be admitted by every candid per- 
bon, that the members of the aſſembly evinced great re- 
WT (0/utjon in their preſent ſituation, as well as preſence of 
v ind, in ſeveral late trying inſtances; yet it never can 
WE bc expected that the ſpeeches of the moſt intrepid will 
de ſo diſpaſſionate, nor altogether delivered with their- 
= wonted freedom, while bayonets are pointed to the 
WE breaſts of the ſpeakers. A patriotic member, ſtrongly 
WT pcrſuaded of this fact, made a motion, which was ſecond- 
= cd, and carried, for immediately addrefling the king to 
WF 1cmove the over-awing ſoldiery to ſuch a diſtance, as 
WF ſhould leave the ſenate to the calm diſcuſſing of the na- 
01a affairs, and reſtore the Pariſians to that compoſure 
which ſeemed baniſhed every dwelling; it being hourly 
 <xpetted that all communication between the eleftors . 
aud clefted would be cut off by official military order, 
l committee returned into the room in two hours 
Vich the following addreſs; by the wording of which it 
ill plainly appear that the aſſembly was deſirous to ma · 
bdiſeſt all due reſpe& to the throne, and to lay the 
blame of the raſh meaſures adopted, where they, with- 
out. 1 deſerved to lie on the * miniſters. 
5 "=. 
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The French monarch, however, was made to anſwer i in | 
a ſtyle and manner, as if he wiſhed to exonerate hi 
ſervants from all imputation, by. ppg the, whole of 
mer conduct 88980 . 
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ADDRESS TO THE KING. DELIVERED BY $1x x. 
PUTIES. _ 


Senne 
Sc IE) > 
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| 6 Sinz, : | Fe 
& You have invited the national afſembly to reſli 
a 10 you their confidence ; this was en mew mol 
ardent wiſhes. 
& We come to depoſit in your e breaſt, the 
livelieft alarms. Were we the object of theſe alarms— 
were we ſo weak as to be apprehenſive for ourſelves, 
- your goodneſs, even: in that caſe, would deign to re- 
move our uncaſineſs; and even whilſt you blamed us 
ſor entertaining a doubt of your intentions, you would 
liſten to our anxiety with indulgence—you would diſpel } 
the cauſe of it; you would not ſuffer a moment's un- 
certainty to ſubſiſt with 8 to the $ofdns of the na- 
tional aſſembly, | 
But, firc, we. implore not your: Srotffion ; that 
were to offend your juſtice : we have conceived appre- 
henſions; and, we venture to ſay it, they are connected 
with the pureſt patriotiſm, with the intereſt of our con. 
ſtituents, with the public tranquillity, with the happineſs 
of the beloved monarch, who, by pointing out to us 
the path of ſelicity, richly merits to be allowed himſelf 
"+ to tread it without obſtacles. _ 
Ihe emotions of your beam fire, there lies the 
true ſaſety of the French. . While troops arc advancing 


I” all Ehen, while camps are ſorming around us, and 
the 
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ue e is inveſted; we inquire of each other with 
aſtoniſhment, Does the king miſtruſt the fidelity of 
is people! Had he entertained ſuch a doubt, would he 
not have poured into our hearts, all his parental ſor- 
Jovs? What means this menacing preparation? Where 
Lice the enemies of the ſtate and king to be repelled? 
Where are the rebels, the leaguers to be, reduced 7 he 
unanimous voice of the capital, and throughout the ex- 
tem of the whole kingdom, anſwers, We love our king, 
we bleſs heaven for having given ham to us in its bounty.” 
4 Sjre, your | majeſty's benevolence cannot be ſur_ 
priſed but by the pretext of public good.s 1 

«6 If they who had given theſe counſels had: on 
confidence in their principles to expoſe them before us, 
that moment would a the n en gene 10 
truth. 5 ; | 

« The ſins a W to Soi big Fg wicked is 

ciples which dare to beſiege the throne itſelf, and reſpe& 
not the conſcience of the pureſt and moſt virtuous of 
princes. And what means do they take, fire, to make 

Vo doubt of the love and attachment of your ſubjeQs? 
WT Have you laviſhed their blood? Are you cruel and im- 
placable? Have you abuſed the ſacred laws of juſtice? 
Dothe people impnte to you their misfortunes? Do they 
name you in "their calamities ? Can they have dared to 
tell you, that the people are impatient of your govern. 
meni — chat they are weary of the ſceptre of the Bour- 

bosse No, no; they have not done it; calumny atleaſt 
"5 not abſurd; it ſeeks ſome ace he ns to 
Colour over its blackneſs. e 
| 4 Your majeſty has had a recent agus of able in- 
uence over your people; ſubordination is reſtored to 
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the convulſed capital ; the priſoners ſetat liberty by thy 
multitude have voluntarily reſumed their chains ; an 
the public order, which might have coſt torrents d 
blood, bad force been employed, 1s re-eſtabliſhed by 
a ſingle word from your mouth. But this word va 
word of peace it was the expreſſion of your heart, ani 
that it is the glory of your apa og never to reſiſl. 
Ho ſublime is it to exerciſe this empire ! It is the en 
pire of Louis IX. of Louis X TI. of n IV. Ii 
the only empire worthy of bu. 
We ſhould deceive you, fire, if, 1 "IP ci 
cumſtances, we did not add, that this is the only empire 
which it is poſſible to exerciſe this day in France. Fran 
will not ſuffer the beſt of kings to have his confidence 
abuſed, and to ſee him led aſtray by finiſter views, fron 
the noble plan he has himſelf traced out. You have 
called upou us to fix, in concert with you, the conftity 
tion; to operate the regeneration of the kingdom. The 
national aſſembly come ſolemnly to declare to you, tha 
your wiſhes ſhall be accompliſhed ; that your promiſe 
| ſhall not be vain ; that ſnares, difficulties, terrors, hal 
neither retard their . nor n Ou col: 
”_ e 
Where then lies "the 1 Moore? of 
enemies will ſay—what mean their complaints, hog 
they are proof againſt diſcouragement. 
The danger, fire, is imminent, is univerſal, is be 
yond all the calculations of human prudence. 
de danger is for the people of the province 
Once alarmed for our liberty, we know of no ched 
poſnbſe to reſtrain them. Diſtance alone magnifies ud 


i 20 2 Kr c e * 5 | | 7 | 
\ 5 = - a Sy 5 * * Wo 8 Fs \ Re LL 2 ** 264 9 * * 7 * bl 1 RE Is * nr 7 4 
| | | ELLE „ „„ ITS SE IG TE 7 127 - n 
J — CON a LC 3 ©. _ 
4 > 1 — 8 e's 1 1 


w 4 2 _ 
wow Ve ESTES 
CO 8 


* 
* 
Ml 
* 
;h 
be 
44 
— 
. E 
AA 
X 
p . 
ll 
TI 
. * 
RI 
TY 
Os. 
FRA 
RL 
CET) 
4) "At 
' 
9 
a 
\ _ 4 
Sh 
* 5 
3 
A'S 
*:I'v 
o 
Ps 
LS 
I 
1 
182 
SEE 
> 
= * 
14 
$45 
— 
%, 
oo 
— 2 
I 
7, 
EFF 
8 
TE 
"> 
| L 
' 


rxENGY AgEVOLUTIHON, 


* 7 AE I v0: 
= L L £ 
e STOR? e 
e e eee 


VET 
= 
= oa, 
tf woo 
ty 


aſt of indigence, and tormented 
guiſh, behold the little remains of 
heir ſubſiſtence diſputed with them by a multitude of 
hreatening loldiers 4 The preſence of the troops will 
TY to revolt, produce an uni- 


ited under pretext of police, may prove but the Pe. 
Jude to a tremendous ſeries of diſaſters. 


ee the centre of po | 

ons as well as the intereſts of the people, may forget 
hat AN #NLISTMENT HAU MADE THEM $0LDTFRS, TO 
Wk : MEMBER THAT NATURE HAS MADE THEM MEN. = 
The danger, ſire, menaces thoſe labours which are 
pur firſt duty, and which will never have complete ſuc- 
ceſs, nor real permanence, but inaſmuch as the people 


Wc ontagion in paſſionate movements. We are but men. 
WD iffident of ourſelves—the drea 
iſe with violent and immoderate counſels; and calm 


udſt of tumults, diſorders, and faftious ſcene. 
| 4 The danger, fire; is fill more terrible, and judge 
of its extent by the alarm w 


ich now brings us into 
our preſence, Great revolutions have had n 


ee. eee e eg 105 Ann | 


No L +; K 1 5 „ Believe, 


4 The danger 1s or: the lads: Wich wet eye will. 


yerſal fermentation 3 25 the firſt att of violence com - 


The danger is for the troops. French ſoldiers brought 5 
itical diſcuſſions, partaking of the 


hall conſider them as entirely free. Beſides, there is A F 


*ad of "appearing weak. 


reaſon, tranquil wiſdom, deliver not their oracles in the : 


wich leſs 
Fg cauſes; more than one eee fatal to na 
| "WEIS for.” 


« 3-H * 


P 
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| foreigners? Sire, in the midſt» of your childre 


66 SKETCH OF THB- 
Fe: Auers not 1 who talk; lightly to you of tle] 


nation, and who know only how to repreſent it to yon 
ſometimes as inſolent, rebellious, and ſeditious; fone. 
times as humble, docile to the yoke, and ready to bend 
its neck to nere + Bagh, theſe ee unſail, 
ful. 


66 Always 3 to e youu: fiop. becepla —_ com- 


mand in the name of the laws, our en is ben 
bounds, as without a ſt ain. 

Ready to reſiſt all the arbitrary c commands 105 10 
who abuſe your name, becauſe they are enemies of the 
laws ; our ſidelity elf enjoins us this reſiſtance, and 
we ſhall always glory in meriting the ee eren which 
may be drawn upon us by our firmneſs, . 94 
_ * Sire, we conjure you, in the name 4 ou quo 
in the name of your own happineſs and glory, to ſend 
back your ſoldiers to the poſts from hence your com. 
ſellors have drawn them; fend back chat artillery del. 


ijned to cover your ſrontiers; ſend back, above al, 
thoſe foreign troops, thoſe allies of the nation, vhon 


we pay to deſcend and not to trouble our. domeſtic; hap. 


pineſs ; your,majefty has no need. of them. | Alas, why 


ſhould a king, adored by five and twenty; millions 
Frenchmen, hurry around his throne a ſew thouſands df 
N. be guard 
ed by their love; the deputies of the nation are called 
to conſec rate with you the eminent prerogatives of roy- 
alty on the immutable baſis of the liberty of the peop's 


But while they fulfil their duty, while they give way % 
their reaſon and ſentiuſents, would: you, expoſe chem io 
the ſuſpicion ol atting under the iuſluence of dicad 
Ah, Pad the authority conferred on eee mw 
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is ha only pure authority, and what alone i 18 never tc 
be Waben ir te wry mow return or 11 e, ads of 


| whom y 5 will be the model, CE eee a y 


„„.. C3555 . 


| To this aui ws + Meier returned the « following ur 


ſuer: * 4 11 EF 3a 4 23 845 


Ew covet is hy 10rant of {x Alorders ane, Nawe ful 
| ſcenes which have paſſed; and been renewed at Paris and 
| Verſailles under my eyes, and under thoſe of the ſtates: 
general. It is necelfary for me to make uſe of the 
| means which are in my power, to reſtote and maintain 
order in the capital and its environs ; it is one of my 
principal duties to Vateh over the public ſaſety. Theſe 
are the motives which have induced me to collect a num. 
ber of troops around Paris. Vou may aſſure the aſſem. 
bly. of the ſtates general, that they are deſtined only to 
repreſs, or rather to prevent, freth/ turaltsy to maintain 
good order and the exerciſe of the laws; to ſecure, and 
even proteft that liberty which ought to reign in your 
= dcliberations; from which every ſpecies of conſtraint 
= {011d be baniſhed, as well as every apprehenſion of 
umult and violence. None but evil intentioned per- 
bons could ever miſlead my people reſpetting che real 
motives of che precautionary meaſures I am taking. I 
ue conſtantly endeavoured: to do every thing which 
= might tend to their happineſs, and have at en 
con to tely on their love and ſideli ty. 
I, bowever, the neceſſary preſence of the troops 
5 in the vicinity of Paris, ſhould” ſtill continue to S 
5 en, to. the aſſembly, Lam e ee requeſt 
jo” 9 . 2 8 
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preſerve the commi 


in and out of the aſſembly, nor was it any v thing: elſe 
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which caſe I ſhall repair to Compeigne, in por t ; 
nication Which _ to take place 
between the aſſembly and myſei. WH 
| This authoritative and menacing. 8 of ho nd 0 
anſwer to the foregoing temperate and reſpe&ful ad. 
dreſs, baniſhed any lingering hope ſome of the member; 
might have entertained of pacificatory court meaſures; 
every man inthe aſſembly made his mind up to the worlt, WM 


and many among them demonſtrated chat kind of cou 


rage which makes a tyrant fearful to ſtrike the bloy, 
It was now publicly known that the old miniſtry vu 
turned off, and a new one formed, from the very perion Wl 
who had uniformly diſtinguiſhed themſelves on all oc Wl 
caſions, as high court men. This meaſure was, through W 
out Paris and its neighbourhood, conſidered in the light 
of a declaration of war [againſt the popular 


fa. -Broglio- taking poſt himſelf, at the head of the 
military, was regarded as the ſignal for charging; 

word advance _ ſeemed to be wanting to make the 
experiment, whether the aſſembly ſhould be maſſacred 


principle had ſo pervaded the military, as that the army, 


become their ſafe-guard. - It muſt be noted however, 
that while the deputation from the national aſſemb) 
was preſenting the addreſs of that body to the king, fie 
more French regiments, who were ſuſpected of a waver 
ing t had _— 1nexpeacd 'routs-to dt 


Ah * = PIE, 4 


= a and were to be replaced by Os. 
Ws principally Germans, in ee ue . 

When the duke de Broglio took his Ration: as com- 
mander in chief of the troops, he gave orders for a re- 
ies and infpeRtion into the ſeveral battalions, Among 
hoſe encamped in the Champs de Mars, was a Swifs 
regiment, called Chateau Vieux, which diſtinguiſhed itſelf 
in a moſt extraordinary manner. Perceiving what was 
going forward, and that every man which compoſed it 
might hourly expect the word of command to maſſacre 
[the Pariſians, the privates remonſtrated to their officers, 


| xiended to their killing Frenehmen on any pretence, 
not even on that of rebellion or civil war; that they 
vere hired out to protett the French dominions againſt 
a foreign foe, and were therefore reſol watt to break their 
arms to pieces, rather than employ them againſt the citi- 
ens who paid them for their protection. The officers 
| onſtrated with the privates on the plea of allegiance 


0 the ſovereign, Who, as head of the army, they had 
e wor to obey. All would not do; they maintained 
dei right to refuſe: ſo repugnant a ſervice. The ſame 
0 courage which had enabled their anceſtors to triumph 
cover their enemies, after a ſtruggle for a century or 
„vor, manifeſted | itſelf in theſe independant moun- 
dancers. What was to be done? the marſhal could 


Wot try a whole regiment for refraftorineſs at ſo critical 


moment ; he therefore ſent it away, almoſt without of- 
bers, to the city of Nancy, under the command of 


| Boulle, that traitor to his country, that perjuror to his 
och, who a ſhort time after, as will be ſpoken of in due 


„ 
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nd time, became the author of the deſtrudion of | 


that neither the ſpirit nor the letter of their engagement - 


n 
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the major part of ibis humane corps of ſoldiers, 
e preſumed to neaſon about the propriety of flaugh, 
tering} their fellow creatures, where no aggreſſion ap, 
| peared. to zuſtify ſuch an act to themſelves. 5 
It is impoſſible ta deſcribe the uncaſineſs of the friend 
5 of the national aſſembly at this period. On the gth of 
July the ſtreets were crouded, and the public garden 
occupied by groupes of people, diſcuſſing the preſen 
late of politics, and variouſly foretelling what might be 
the fate of the leading members of the aſſembly. It us 
ſuggeſted by the confident. among the ſe orators, thai in 
the corps of, French guards, two thirds, or even three 
fourths underſtood the nature ol the diſputes and conle. 
quently; might, be relied on as far as they could att from 
themſelves: but it was diflerent with regard to their oſi 
cers, they were the younger ſonsofnoblemen,andofcourle 
devoted io the will of the court, and the ariſtocracy, 
There were people at ſhis time who maintained, tha i 
the oſſicers of an army were the life. and ſoul of in 
movements. Choice and preference, however, had ſo 
much to do in the military arrangement at Verſailles 
that thoſe corps and companies, which were commanded 
by the moſt ariſtocratic officers, were expte ſoly placed 
at the gates of the palace. The diſtinction became in. 
vidigus.in a ſhort time, inſomuch that a few, among the 
_ officers, ho before were indifferent to every thing but 
the command they received from their ſuperiors, went 
ſo far as to aſſure the members of the national afſembly, 
that they would protect and ſtand by them, or die on 
their poſts at the door; adding, that they were reſolved 
not to be ſhot as rebels. The ſeveral, avenues of the 
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ance of the axtvanced poſts of the armies of tyo nations 
at war- In every ſtreet cannon was placed; in every 
open place a regiment of foldiers was ſtationed; and all 
this while the irreſolute monarch was diſtracted 0 
10 do, as well with the-polidical affairs of the INE 
with the military ones about the palace. - 

A project was found among che papers of on n of his 
confident miniſters, who fled on the firſt open rupture 
with the people, in which it was recommended to ſeek 
occaſion to declare war againſt England, with che hope 
of uniting opinions at home, or atleaſt of diverting their 
violence for a time, and therehy giving the court party 
opportunity to acquire cabinet force. It was remarked in 
this project, that there would be a warrantry to the people 
for ſuch a war, in the univerſal clamours raiſed by the” 
Imercantile intereſt againſt the commercial treaty with 
England, which was "conſidered as a national Joſs*of' 
Incar twenty-four millions of livres a year, beſide the 
warked neglett of the manufattures of France Which it 
occaſioned. The argument againſt this project being 
put in force, apprars to have been dhe diſtreſſed ſtate 
of the finances, as not being adequate to a wür; and,” 
above all, the ahſolute neceſſity of apply ing to the court 
We of Great Britain to allow) bread corn in a cohſiderable 
quantity to be exported to France; to prevent an abſo. 
ur famine, This aſſiſtanee (though ptivately) was re- 
ceived to a certain degree, and by a a 47 ſaved the 
whole kingdom at that time from one gen en 1 7 
| taneous inſurrection. #45 i Hei . 
=O |! vas about this time that bewege er cute 
. caſt vas opened between the courts of Verlailles ' 
yoo Sts! "POIs 4 WY * externally” the appear- 
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ante of 4 — negociation; it pestockk * of the 
nature of a family intercourſe, as appears by ſeveral oi 
the letters found in the ſtrong cabinet of the Thuillerie,, 
Feminine ambition, and maſculine puſillanimity, appear MW 
do have filled the fountain of royalty at this time. The Wi 
queen exerted her talents and influence to ſtir the king 
to vigorous meaſures ; ſhe writ to all her friends, as well I 
at Vienna, as elſewhere, deſiring they would by all poſſi. 
ble means inſpirit him: and this inert eg ende - 
ever he had no external impulſion operating upon him, 
accounts for the various, n and ſometimes al 
cordant meaſures he adopted. 
Paris in a few days wore the A RAR wks 
fieged; almoſt every man provided himſelf with arm, We 
and thoſe who had not the means of doing ſo, flew to 
ven ae in a private ſtreet near the palais royale, pro- 
vided by a ſubſeription of the rieheſt among the patriou. 
There were twenty thouſand muſquets, and as many bau Wil 
and coats, diſtributed in a few hours: theſe, however, ai 
| were not ſufficient ; crouds ran to the hoſpital of ina. 
| lids, where a depoſit of fix thouſand ſtand of firclock Wil 
and. ſmall arms was guarded by a few old men, who, 
though veterans in arms, were known to be maimed or 
decrepid, and, moreover, underſtood to be well-wiſher 
to the cauſe of liberty. After a formal ſummons, * 
invalid garriſon ſurrendered at diſcretion, N 
Thele were not the only ſoldiers whoſe diſpoſition = 
had been ſounded; for the French guards had been Wl 
viſited by deputations from the citizens, who gave cn 
couraging anſwers, as far as depended upon the non- 
commiſſioned officers, and privates: indeed they had 


given open proofs of their ſincerity to: the cauſe. In 
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bne of the late inſu 1 tiiofit in the Fauxbourg St. M trebaus 
theſe guards had been ordered to fire, which inſtead of | 
Poing, they grounded t theirarms. Seventcen among theſe 
en were committed next day to the abbey prifon; 
ot they were honoured in their impriſonment by their 
cother ſoldiers, and regaled by their fellow citizens; and 
n leſs than three days were releaſed, at the inſtince of a 
Peputation of fifty of the corps, who went to Verlailles | 
to reclaim their liberty. The releaſe of theſe patriot 
ſoldiers had been a ſubjelt of joy to all, ahd of triumph 
to many; its preſent effet from a repetition of the atten. 
Yant circumſtances, ran through the French regiments | 
kc wild fire, but the foreign regiments which” had al- 
Ways piqued themſelves on high diſcipline, conſi dered 
'2 je as the one 55 bs ny e god eon. 
The en of the best it 67 pal were mc 
=: ly with rage, partly with conſternation at what was 
ing forwards; they ſaw the Baſtille preparing for theie 
ol energetie patriots; they reſolved therefore to at 
tempt to make it their prize, and thereby y ever pre 
vent its hecoming the pri/on of their friends, | 
_ Thc ſignal of a civil war appeared now to ap all 
und. The artillery drew ncarer and nearer Paris, 
=" many of the French guards, which have been de. 
Wcribed as diſaffected to the government, and remajned 
camp, privately viſited the other regiments ſyrround» 
Wi"; the city, aſking the ſoldiers whether they meant to 
fire upon the people if they ſhould be fo commanded, 
o of theſe reconnoiterers were taken up, and con. 
WW cmncd to death, but it was not thought adviſcahle to 
ecute the ſentence, they were afterwards pardoned, * 
f Vor. I, ; ps | The 
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ITbe — of Picardy, an uncommon fine body 
men, the firſt among the infantry, declared aloud, 1a 
Ld having never been. ſtained with. a blot, it would 10 
now loſe its reputation, by imbruing its hands in French il 
blood,” This , courageous | behaviour, forced th if 
0 ounT Dx Gicht 10 run to court for instruction, 
bow to proceed. Several companies of this deſcription 
vere calhiered, or incorporated with her e 
; ſent on other ſervice, at a diſtance- . 
The road between Paris and Verklles, - this time, 
fembled adefile through which a vaſt army was march 
ing Columns of troops, trains of artillery, baggage 
waggons, and couriers with diſpatches, occupied ever 
oot of the way. If Paris reſembled a beſieged city 
/erſailles did not Jeſs pifture a martial camp, in which 
0 palace might be compared to the tent of Darius 
The parole and counterſign, were: changed ſometime 
twice or thrice a day, by way. of keeping the ſoldiers c 
the alert, and all this time the national aſſembly hal WM 
upon its hand, the muſt important labours of any leg 
lators in any nation. No leſs than to provide for the 
temporary ſubſiſtence: of the people, by obtaining 
ſpeedy ſupply of grain, and to provide for their cos. 
ſlituents' permanent welfare, by the eſtabliſhing a fre 
conſtitution. The afſembly; though conſcious of iy 
dangers, knew. well the fayourable diſpoſitions d 
us fellow. citizens, but were ignorant of the amountd 
"the force which cquld. be oppoſed to the boſlile pan a 
"the military, for its intelligence from Paris vas irregula 
and frequently intgecepted ; tis plain, at all events, thi 
the members thought more of the ſalvation of the cou 
than of their own e by dhe . a 
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"wy to dra up, in haſte, a ſketch of what they in- 
tended to render perfekt, ſhould they ſurvive the ap- 
Ir re. conflict. The outline of what it was intended 
5 model the conſtitution by, it was affirmed, would 
ſerve as a rallying object to their ſacceſſors'or ſurvivors; 
kind prove to the world the ſincerity of their deſigns, and 
the reſolution of the diſpoſitions in thoſe who might fall 
by court or military vengeance. This declaration, which 
hs an appeal to the heart of every citizen, for Jullifying 
Th ſtrengthening his claims to civil liberty, and/exhi- 
biting, in a ſtrong and familiar point of view, thoſe 
ſentiments of nature which urge him on to its attalhments 
1 concludes in this forcible manner, „% Fork A NATION 
oe is enfy, iT 18 SUTFICIENT THAT SHE 
KNows IT, AND TO BY FREE, IT is SUFFICIENT 
Paar sus WILLS 17.” This was done after the man- 
ner of a perſon who makes and publiſhes his will before 
the moment of expeAing death. This conduct proves 
that the aſſembly was not unapprized that a plan of its 
certain deſtruftion had been organized by the count | 
d Artois, and others, and it was fully ſenſible that the 
Ws cncral placed at the head of the troops, was capable of 
Wc x ccuting the moſt barbarous commands which che 
iber powers might lay upon bim. They ſaw them- 
ces as cloſely ſurrounded by ſoldiers as the parlia- 
cnt had been, but they could not flatter themſelves that 
oe affair would end To favourably with them as it had 
i ihe parliament members; that is, with impriſon- 
WP "cnt only. The afſembly had no command whatever 
over the military, and the few among the latter, who had 

Wt ofefſed attachment to them, had, by the jealouly of the 
Chick officer on duty at e been drawn into other 
* „ polls. 
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poſts. The battle in the plains of Pharſalia between 
Cæſar and Pompey, may be thought as famous in hil 
tbry, as the battle of the Baſtille which was about to be 
fought in the city of Paris, but it was not half ſo impor- 
tant to mankind, ſince which ever general triumphed in 
the former conllict, Rome was not leſs to be enſlayed; 
but in this combat, it was to be determined whether deſ. 
potiſm with aggravation, ſhould continue to prels down 
man to the earth like a grovelling wretch, or whether 
liberty ſhould raiſe him up to his natural dignity, and 
maintain him in the poſſeſſion of his juſt rights. 
All the affembly could do in this perilous fituation, 
was to awaitthe critical moment, as became the Jegiſlaton 
of a great people; it was not known whether the preme, 
ditated deſtruttion of the proſcribed members was to be 
effetted by a coup de main, or a leſs expeditious method, 
They were neither idle nor improvident, they paſſed ſever 
ral ſpirited decrees with loaded cannonat their doors, and 
their ultimate triumph over their enemies, has been by 
very ſhrewd judges aſcribed in a great meaſure to this 
undaunted behaviour. Their preſident, at this time, 
was a very old man, the archbiſhop of Vienne: he could 
not be diſplaced without diſgrace. The members, there- 
fore, elected la Fayette, vice preſident, as of more abi. 
vity: and now the national aſſembly may be ſaid to have 
put on all the armour of defence it was capable of, for 
as to means of attack, it was neither in its calcula 
J 8 
Nick an was now out of the miniſtry, and ſucceeded 
by the baron de BxzTEviL; M. de MoxTMonN, the 
ſecretary at war, was diſplaced, that Broglio might aſſume 
the office, and thereby have no controul put over h 
i | ow! 
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wn will as men r in chief. A ann bod 
< Svils guards aſſumed a menacing aſped and manners 
hey filled the minds of the molt peaceable inhabitants 
wich terror. At this time it was reported that the king 
of Spain had juſt offered both men and money to Louis 


almoſt unceaſing ; the ' plains de Sablons was covered 
ith general and ſtaff officers, at whoſe councils aſſiſted 
eat numbers of the richeſt nobility and moſt diſtin- 
1 guiſhed clergy. On the part of the people, the love of 
WW bcrty, which had hitherto been the effect of diſcuſſion 
and contemplation, now propagated itſelf as by conta- 
gion, it diffuſed itſelf into the coldeſt. breaſts, The 


leſs terrors in the field to the people who had ſuch men 


ver be able to le brad e them 1 e Soul 


5 TATE QF PARIS Two. DAYS PREVIOUS. To 755 
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; Wnay be ſaid, to all France; the fate of liberty, and the 
7 Wives of a great number of its moſt fervent votaries, were 


85 received final diredions to aft as his own. diſeretion 
= ould ae him; and recommending the citizens, 


; ; ſhould they be wanted to aſſert the prerogative of roy. 
f talty. The momentous criſis was faſt approaching; the 
kntercourſe among the military commanders was frequent. 


Weactical {kill and eircumſpetlion of Broglio, exhibited 5 


u Mirabeau in the ſenate, and they began to ſee that if 
they could obtain one victory, their enemies Ons ne · 


This was a very awful period to the Pariſians, and; i YL 


in ſuſpence. About noon, on the 12th of July, neus 
om Verſailles reached the capital, that the hoſtile mi- 
Wi ſtry had entered upon their ſuntions; that Broglio had 


. there- 


OO MORO Ü 
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therefore, to arm themſelves in their defence, and 9 
watch the commander's movements. No fooner hi 
this intelligence been made known at the town houſe, 
than the whole camp ſurrounding the city was obſerve 
to be in motion, The n, OE Lau ES. With 4 
body of German cavalry, rode into the Place de Loni 
— Quinze, a ſpacious ſquare, and with a menacing attitude 
announced by the mouth of two of his. trumpeters, that 
| he had orders to diſperſe all groupes of citizens who 
might be aſſembled on the place, or in the gardens a 
the Thuilleries. An elderly man anſwered one of th 
heralds, in a manner which occaſioned the'trumpetertg 
ride back to the prince; to tell him, that he had bcenin 
ſulted by a citizen to whom he had communicated hi 
highneſe's pleaſure. On this, the prince, in a paſſion, 
galloped up to the offending, but unarmed old man 
riding over a woman, and ſtriking the object of his u. 
venge with his drawn ſword, This cireumſtance, flight 
us it may appear in itſelf, was regarded as an attack upon 
the citizens of Paris by the military; and the cry of, To 
arms! To arms! reverberated from ſtreet to ſtreet, like 
the repeated claps of thunder amid ſurrounding hills and 
woods, The whole city was in confuſion in an inſtant 
a mixture of rage and diſmay was on every countenance 
A blow had been ſtruck which was conſidered as an in- 
centive to a quarrel, that coercive meaſures of the mil: 
tary might be better juſtified. A batiſe muſt be foug!t 
The play houſes, the churches, and even the ſhops, wer? 
all ſhut up; workmen ran otit of their manuſuttories vic 
their tools and implements of trade in their hands # 
n of attack or defence, as exigence might fe. 
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quite. A body of infantry. had followed qu 
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LElyſces, which join the Place Louis Quinze 
bad witneſſed the military aggreſſion; and though they 


bers, inſomuch that they took up the ſtones and ſhow. 


der to fire upon the pay 
firing, ix companies of French guards leſt their lation, 
and with their bats on their bayonets points, ſigniſied to 
the citizens, that they N had nothing to fear from their ad- 


of the Hor EI DE VIII, and the g ee of men 
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nts of canine of. Paris being axes 


it is reſolved in ge 
militia, according to the following diſpoſitions: fs 


ſurther orders. JFF . 
2. The ag regiſter 


the cavalry, and were pitching their tents in the Chaugs 
Immenſe crouds had now. flown to the. vince, which : 
| were little better than unarmed, they grew bold by NUM». 


cred them at the dragoons, who bad now a regular or- 
lace, On the report of this 


yancing ; in fact, they decidedly ranged with them, 
E which compelled the horſe to retreat. Both 8 
were now exaſperated, and no meaſures could be ex- 
petted to be obſerved by either. The mayor was for- 
mally called upon to organize the Paris militia; and the 
general aſſembly, without an hour's delay, framed the 
following refolutions, which were publiſhed on the door 
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hand by cho eme in the public peace this day, 
ꝛeral aſſembly to call out the Fariſin 


1. The militia to ann of SO COR une 


ade in i each of KN e ny Gi 
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trifts, to be 200 men for the firſt day, and fo on et 
_bvely during the three following days. 
4 g. Theſe fixty diſtricts, formed into fi xteen legion, 
twelve of which to compoſe four' battalions; and 
the other four three battalions only, named IN the 
guartiers of the city, whenee they are raiſed. 
4 4. Each battalion to conſiſt of four either 
„ 8. Each company to conſiſt of two hundred. 


„ 6, The ſtaff to be compoſed of a benden g 


3 of the ſixteen legions, of a ſecond n wy Aa my 
iced of an aid-major-general. _ 
ee Dh etat · major of each legion to be . 
of à commander in chief, en wand en four 
aid · ma jors, and an adjutant. ' 

8. Each company to be o 8 of 8 one 

- Sits or ſecond, two as two ſub ditto; the 
companies to conſiſt of eight ſerjeants, the firſt of which 
to be. ſerjeant-major, ſixteen - eee one enen 
and ſiſty-· eight privates, and two drummers. 
9. The permanent committee to appoint ee 
mander-general; ; ſecond, the major-general ; the aid 
major-general; and the ctats-majors.of each of the {ix 
teen legions. As to the officers of the battalions who 
compoſe the ſaid legions, they are to be de by 
each diſtrict, or by men nominated for that 
murpole.-.-:: 
10. Thecolours of the oli Son 1 
the aſſembly, and every perſon i is to wear a e 
ted cockade. 

11. The tation, or ee 8 of this wil 
whence the parole and counterſign are to be e 
10 be at the town nous - © . 
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1 12. The officers compoſing” the eu mejor ic 
have a ſeat in the permanent committee. 
33. To be ſixteen principal corps · de d for 


anne. me 
1 oo ole "or be  Aationed wherever i it ; may 


be neceſſary. 3j ͤ ͥ ⁰⁰ oF 


: to the officers at the end of the ſervice; in cn of 
W which, the officers to be anſwerable for them.“ 
Thc militia was formed almoſt as ſoon as the fable de- 


WT icenth, at noon; about eighteen thouſand” had been 
WE muſtered, and called over on the Place de Grave, beſote 
be tovnqhouſe, with at leaſt three times their number 
ot less regular armed citizens at their backs, ho ſeemed 
WW Liſpoſed to hazard, or even loſe their lives at the firſt word 


volunteers, clothed and paid by a ſociety of patriots, on 
V»bom the greateſt dependence was placed. Thus pre- 
: pared, it appeared” vain to loſe a moment's time by re- 
WT maining on the defenſive,” as no one object could be 
WE thereby accompliſhed to the citizens, on whoni-war had 
been declared by the royal heralds. ' . dee 
eeiermined to ſtrike a ſpeedy blow 8 
Tue general execration agafnſt- . hoſt 10 desert 1 
out as the proper place where to commence hoſtilities. 
be confidence and preſumption of M7 5z(Lxunay, 
[who commanded it, invited the aſſanlt; for he had à 
ſmaller garriſon chan uſual within its walls, ighoranly 
eoneluding, that Kill and « reed et Rand d again 
$i numbers. VVV 1 
vol M ö 15 At 


5 each legion, and . e een 10 e | 
4 15, The arms 5 to e man, to wot a 


ſcribed the army of Cadmus to aſſemble- On the thir 


: of command. There were, moreover,” a choice band of | 
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At the very moment that a council of war was held, 
ing among the French and Swiſs officers, Bxoc 119, 
CuaArzIEzrT, BESZRVAL DE VAUBECOURT, Naz. 


BONNE, FALCUAYN, and VIOMESN IL, the Pariſian 


marched to the attack of the baſtille; and though the 
above officers knew of this movement, they treated it 
with ſo much contempt, that they did not. give even; 
ſingle order on the occaſion; it was conſidered as that 
kind of phrenſy which would exhauſt itſelf by unavail 
ing effort. It was a phrenſy however, of a different 
kind from that which is diſſipated by a ſtruggle. It is 


that enthuſtaſm which certain perſons cannot feel, and 


cannot, underſtand, All Paris now was in one genen 
inſurrection; every man, old and young, armed himfel 
with one kind of weapon or other, ſuch as, muſquets 
pikes, hatchets, hammers, forks, &c. immenſe crowds ran 


towards the baſtille, which it was univerſally underſtood 
muſt be taken and deſtroyed, or liberty could not be 


eſtabliſhed, {nor impunity for the patriots hoped for, 
Among the leaders in this attack were a few veteran 
of the French guards, who had quitted the ſtandards of 
tyranny, and joined the citizens. A formal ſummons to 
ſurrender was ſent in to the governor, who ſmiled at i 
with contempt, but deſired the officer who commanded 


the cannoniets to appriſe the people of the danger they 


vere in, and the inutility of pouring out their blood in 
ſo mad an attempt as to force his caſtle, as he called i. 
The parley was held, and laſted only a few minutes; i 
was no ſooner ended, than a diſcharge of artillery ww 
played off by the citizens, and promptly. anſwered by 


conſiderable number of the moſt zealous of the aſſail- 
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ats. So far, however, was this from diſcouraging their 
WT brave companions, that a contention appeared to ariſe 
- | which ſhould be foremoſt in the poſt of honour. 
The well known treachery of the governor, after this, 
W in letting down the drawbridge, and inviting a deputa- 
WE tion or detachment of the citizens to a conference with- 
in the walls, as if he wanted a proper pretence to capi- 
WE tulate, was, above all others, the cauſe of its complete 
- © and ſpeedy deſtruction; for, upon it being diſcovered 
hat theſe brave and credulous men forming the van 
WE guard of the aſſailants had been perfidiouſly betrayed, 
ind inbumanly butchered, the main body redoubled 
their ardour in firing and throwing all kinds of miſſils 
We over the walls, inſomuch that in leſs than an hour more, 
dhe beſieged, no longer hoping to be relieved or ſuc- 
WT coured, and ſickening at the fruitleſs carnage they them- 
ſelves occaſioned, deſiſted from further oppoſition, and 
dat dire abyſs of ſlavery was laid open to view. Every 
WE hiding place of this miſerable abode was ſearched, 
nnd ſuch wretched beings, or rather ſuch ghoſtly ſpec- 
res, were dragged therefrom, as both affrighted the eyes, 
and diſſolved the hearts of the exploring liberators. 

= Though all who had employed reſiſtanee in this roy- 
dungeon were made priſoners, yet the conquerors 
WT itinguiſhed between the artillery men, who afted in 
obedience to orders, and the chief gaoler and his depu- 
„oho iſſued thoſe orders; they therefore ſpared the for- 
ver, but executed martial and prompt vengeance on 
| the latter, They were nobles, For although the office 
vas no other in effect than a priſon keeper, yet fo large 
| a ſalary had been annexed to it, as made it r acceptabſe 
| 10 a marquis, and an old afficer, _ 

Ma _ This 


Paris, from whom a letter was found in the baſtille, en. 
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This nobleman and abettor of tyranny, on the ſurren, 
der of the place, was put to death. His head was carried 
on a pike through the ſtreets, as were thoſe allo of Deſlel, 
ſelles, the mayor, and the Marchaud prevot, who had play. 
ed a double part in openly eſpouſing the cauſe of the pa. 
triots, and privately betraying it by giving intelligence to 
Broglio: theſe laſt were put to death on the Place de Grave, 
One of the moſt unaccountable circumſtances attending 
the reduRtion of this fortreſs by citizens inexperienced 
in matters of this nature, is the total inactivity of the 
marſhal with his army, who certainly muſt have been 
fully appriſed of what was going forward. As ſoon as 
he heard it was all over, he fled in diſguiſe, and was 
never after ſeen in France. The whole miniſtry was 
broken up by this event, even before the members had 
well bad time to aſſemble. They all decamped with 
precipitation, except Foulox, who fell into the hands 
of the ſtill angry victors, as did his ſon alſo, M. Bin- 
THIER, who had been put into the poſt of intendant of 


couraging the governor to hold out, during him mY 
relief would be ſent him in the evening. 
'Thele four, with M. dz Crosns, lieutenant of 5 
a, traitor allo to his fellow citizens, were all that ſuffered 
that day in this ſummary and ignominious way. While 
one part of the exulting crowd were making ſpetacles 
of the mutilated bodies of theſe victims through the 
ſtreets and ſquares, the other {et to work in the demol}- 
tion of that horrid pile which had ſo often and ſo long 
incloled and buried brilliant talents and burning pati- 
otiſm. The thickeſt battlements were not able to 


 vithſtand the rength and rage: of an infuriated people, 
If 


* *. * 


l lone, they could not have more eſſeddualiy kept 


de another. They left © not a wreck behind,” And 
bat ſuch may be the fate of all ſimilar burying places 
or living virtue muſt be the wiſh of every man who is 


WW cyphers were engraved from pieces, and made preſents 
WT of from one to another. That which a ſhort time before 
a been hideous to look on, now waseſteemed as a pre- 
Wcious relick. In this form perhaps the traditional hiſtory 
ohe diſgraceful and abjett condition of man in the eigh- 
eench century will be beſt handed down to future ages. 
lis deſerving notice, that on the morrow after the 


com all parts to ſee it, were ſo great, that five hundred 
Wof the militia men could not keep them at a diſtance 


Which had been uſed to ſurround the body, hands and 
leer of the priſoners were publicly ſhewn, and out of 
nc of the cells, an iron cage, weighing ſeveral tons, 
Was taken, the bars of which were two inches ſquare z 


; tire human Soon. . 


„ e ee Je ee 


| Whit rules of * to int ä into it 4 narrative, 
On 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 86 


5 11 FE towers of this edifice (of which there were many) | 
bad been giants, inſtead of inanimate maſſes of mortar 


5 alive the indignation of the people againſt them; Who 
yppeared reſolved not to allow one particle to ſtand be- 


or a monſter at heart. A piece of one of the ſtones 
ot this ſo deteſtably celebrated building ſoon became 
arce, every one gathered what he could, and con- 
Vened it into tablets and ornaments; even rings and 


5 taking of the baſtille, the crouds of people which came : 


WE whilt the walls were throwing down. The iron collars _ 


but what is more ſhocking than es it contained an en- 
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86 SKETCH or THE: 


on which the 8 ſtory has no nn yet a 
the following ſo powerfully illuſtrates all that has been 
faid of the miſeries of the incarcerated-in the baſtile 
the reader will not be offended at its introduction in thi 
place. The perſon whoſe affliftions it recounts, is for 
any thing the writer knows to the contrary, alive at thi 
hour, and be it o or 8 the: . are een 
aſcertained. i; 
Henry M. de la Tude was ae in 1736, at Manta 
nac, in Languedoc; his father was a lieutenant inthe 
army, and a knight of the order of St. Louis. 
He was ſent to the baſtille the 1ſt of May, 1749, for 
an offence to Madame Pompadour, the celebrated 
miſtreſs of Louis XV. With the thoughtleſs warn en- 
thuſiaſm of a young man, he had, it ſeems, attached 
himſelf to the cauſe of this woman, in defence of her 
perſon and charafter, againſt the fanatics of the day, 
who were her proſecutors. He wiſhed to do her ſons 
oſtenſible good office, and ſighed to render higſe) f 
_ conſequence in her eſteem. Having heard that ſhe vs Wl 
unhappy, from the apprehenſion of poiſon, La Tude Wi 
waited on Madame Pompadour, at Verſailles, to ac. 
quaint her that he had ſeen a parcel put into the pol. 
office, and addreſſed for her; and at the ſame time 
communicating his ſuſpicions relative to the contenu 
of jt, cautioned the marchioneſs accordingly.— be 
parcel arrived of courſe, La Tude having himſelf put it 
into the poſt; but the powder proved, on chemical expe | 
riment, perfectly innocent. In conſequence, the mu. 
chioneſs ſaw into the deſign, and ſent 3 la Tue to 
the baſtille as an impoſtor. 40,5 


0 the young, * and b the Jo of 
liben 
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WS liberty is a a thouſand times worſe than the loſs oft life, 
= L: Tude, with great ingenuity, effected his'eſcape; and 
WS conſcious of a crime, (unleſs youthful imprudence 
[ſhould be called ſo) voluntarily ſurrendered himſelf id 
his majeſty.Unhappy La Tude ! victim of the-eaprice | 
nd cruelty of woman! The  unfeeling marchioneſ; 
1d at his placing more confidence in the king than 
bertel, condemned him once more to the ſame priſon; 
and to its moſt dreary abode— dungeon! Na FEES, 
be horrors of the place have often bob fell it is 
barely poſſible they may be conceived; but certainly no 
1 power of language is equal to the deſcription. No one 
euer utters a word to the ſolitary wretch confined within 
iu valls.—The huſband, wife, and children, are per- 
bps confined for years within the ſpace of a ſew feet, 
Without the ſmalleſt apprehenſion of any relative being 
oear them, or knowing any thing of each other's fate. 
Coll, damp, ſolitude, punger, filth, pain, and ap- 
ocbenſions, are here the priſoner's only companions, 
ud the only ſource of his n 0 even gli is ex- 
cluded him but at intervals. COPE. 
= bret even from this impregnable Lonely of barbarity, 
_ where no wealth can bribe (for the love of life is (till 
WF /upcrior to the thirſt of gold), where no inſtrument of 
* kind is allowed, and where a thouland/ pounds 
ould not purchaſe a yard of chread did La Tude, 
vichout h a and e —_ ** ee 1 
WE iccond tim. 
g The hand, to 45 ns 3 its 2 is 6h 629%, : 
rend of all inſtruments, The iron binge of the table 1 
%% by whetting on a tiled floor, converted into a 
. kalle. Wich this, bars were removed, and a ſaw con- 
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ee of it, by a writing placed up at a window in 
ſrom the baſtille tower into the ſtreet. 
were liberated. The French miniſtet, Monſ. Sarting 


| however, refuſed liberty to La T ude, but on the facti, 
fice of his honour, which he diſdained; and refuſing 


rr 


ſtructed Wood was concealed from the daily firing, ig 
conſtrutt a ladder. —His portmanteau contained ſeyer; 
dozen of ſhirts; and pairs of filk ſtockings, two dozen 
pair of under ſtockings, as many drawers and napking, 
theſe were made adequate to a thouſand feet of rope, WM 
and applied to the purpoſe of rope. Theſe preparation - f 
coſt eighteen months work day and night; but they « WM 
well anſwered the purpoſe, that La Tude, by mean d 


was demanded by the king of France, and given up, re 
u led: to 125 en deb ene ber e 


ever. e 3 TN 47 Br: 
On ha nth of e eee Cl Tude va 


the ſtreet, in conſequence. of ſome 45-496 he TT 


Upon this occaſion, moſt of be baſtlle. e 


peremptorily to inform the miniſter how he obtained hi 
information, he was ſtill doomed, by the remorſeleſs re 
venge of that monſter of humanity, to remain immured 
in miſery, confined ten feet under ground, clad in tat 
ters, with a beard a foot and a half long, no bed but 
ſtraw, no proviſion but bread and water, over-run vith 
vermin Such, alas! was the ſituation of La Tude, and 
ſuch the condutt of the miniſter of France! A more 

elevated mind would bave honoured hind, ys his _ 

verance in principle under ſuch trials. 
| His ultimate liberation is not the leaſt nee pan 
of the ſtory. A weman, named Le Gros, going out ” 


| rYRENCH REVOLUTION. 89 
0 her houſe into che ſtreet, A fans; 1781, fa lying in 


| a corner a parcel of papers, that had the appeararice of 
WS having been tumbled in the dirt: She took it up, and 
= returning home; read the contents. It proved, WA 
WT Memorial, ſtating part of the misfortunes of the ſieur La 
= 1 ude, priſoner in 4 dungeon ten feet under ground, of 
WE in allowance of bread and water for thirty-four yeats.” 
This amiable wottan' was inceſſant in her application 
WS io the great till the unfortunate maß above POE peo 
WE cured hit enlargement, 


A fellow:fuffeter' of La Tudes; who wanted bis for. 


51 


titude, went raving mad; and died 0 55 


* 
F . 


Wo 7s bes telleftion des this narrative give. biew! 
WY Thank God the Bafin h „e more:! 


The pen of whoſe iipriſoimen the foregoing 


e is a conciſe and unexaggetated relation, beats 
his liberty on the 18th of March, 1784, with a penſion 


Wh of 400 livres, Which he owed to the bounty of the baron 
Wh Bueno vic, after having been confined Mey” five you. 
WT in all in the baſtille: : 

W Rccurring to the ſame fedbark af vs been wide tet 
burodueing che ſtory of M. LA Tops in this Sketch of - 
de French Revolution, it is thought not more imptos 
3 per to finiſh the ſubje& of the baftille with Mr. How 
n deſcription of it, and with an abſtraft from one of 
Wh the old Regiſters kept by the ſub. re _—_ 


= un. 20A cebb ities! seni rien os 1 
: En Ti  BASTILLE.. 33ͤͥͤü⁊ 
: Im 4 Mr. H Howard)'to be ate giv 
Wome information of the baſtille, by means of a 

phlet written by a perſon who was long confined in this 
Vor. I, N, priſon. 
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prohibited in France under. very ſevere Pane iti 


very ſtrong towers, Aurrounded with a foſſe about 120 


| at the end of the ſtreet of St. Antoine, by; a drawbridge, 


conftrufied with beams platcc 
court. This court is about 120 feet by eighty;—in i 
| Fg a fountain; and fix of the towers ſurround. it, which 
top. 1 the bottom ol this. court. is a large modem 
Puits. This court is fifty feet by twenty- five. . Con- 
tiguous 1 to it are the other two, towers. On the top of 
the towers is a platform continued i in terraces, on which 
by a guard. On this platform are thirteen cannon 


kitchen, offices, Kc. Above, theſe are rooms for pr- 
ſoners of diſtinction; and over the council chamber the 


ous name I) extend under the kitchen, &c. Near thi 


X 012 ed FE C215. . 
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priſon. It is 1 the beſt account of this cele, 
brated ſtructure ever publiſhed ; and the ſale of it bein 


become extremely ſcarce... 5 g++ 
. 4 This caſtle is a ſtate priſon, 7 of cigh 


5 


ſeet wide, and a wall ſixty feet bigh.,. The entrance is 


and great gates into the court of ! Hotel du Gouvene: 
ment; and from thence over another dra bridge 10 the 
de Garde, which is ſeparated. by a ſtrong batric 
with, iron, from the grea 


d by walls of free lone ten ſeet thick up toth 


Corps de Logis, which ſcparates it from the Cour du 


the priſoners. are ſometimes permitted to walk, attended 


mounted, which are diſcharged on days of. rejoicing 
In the corps de logis i is the council chamber, and the 
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king's lieutenant reftles: In the Cour, du Puits is i 
large well for the ufe of the kitchen, _ 
The dungeons of the Tour de la Liberte, (O imp 


tower is a ſmall chapel on the ground floor. In the 
wall of it are five niches or Poe, in | which e 


4 


neither ſee nor be ſeen. 
« The dungeons at the bot 0 


toads, rats, and other kinds of verm 
of each is a camp bed, made of planks laid on iron bars 
that are fixed to the walls, and the priſoners are allowed 
ſome ſtraw to lay on the beds. Theſe dens are dark, 


| have double doors, the inner ones ee ee 
| with large bolts and locks.” ** Hach 
4 Of the five claſſes of . the wo hotrid; 


| jro,—There are three of them; they are formed of 
thy fg 6 76 5 


„ The calottes, or ben at the 4655 of the tow: 
ers, are ſomewhat more tolerable. They are forr 


| ſpace for a bed from one' arcade to another. The win- 


> : 2 BY n E Ps Fo r 1 888 1 . Fenn e 8 
* . r i 57 r AA $5 r . 8 S , ˙ ja CET FO oth 2 n Woes IT ITS wy | 
< ö — L BEE; Ed FRET, VR 5 F . A RC ENEIES HO ESL IC r e et . / os VEL ra VE ue Woke "a 
I Ee ee EE ee ACT UY Ea get nee CE SE 7 ALE IS Ce ENG 1 | 
* 


They have ſtoves. 28. FI 
* Almoſt all dota (ef ew Hated 
gons, about twenty feet in diameter, and from fourteen 
to fiſteen high; they are very cold and damp; each is 
furniſhed with a bed of green ſerge, Kc. All the 
chambers are numbered. The priſotiers are called by 
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en tie put one by one to > hear walt, where er © can | 


1 of the heat | 
| the moſt offenſive ſcents, ' and are the receptacles of 
in. In the corner 


| having no windows, but openings into the diich. They 


| next to the dungeons, are thoſe in which are cages 


beams with ſtrong apr oth mio een are esch ehe feet : 


d of. 


| eight arcades of free-ſtone. * Here one cannot walk but 
in the middle of the room; there is hardly ſufficient 


| dows being in walls ten feet thick, and having iron grates 


within and without, admit but little light. In theſe rooms 
ane een ſummer, and cold in the winter, | 


me name s of hoon FO 1 25 (ay the number of "wot | 
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2 —- a ren ; OF .THE 8 
0 4 ſurgeon ot three chaplains refide in the .cafit, | 8 

11 benen of note are dangerouſiy ill, they are generally i 

removed, that they may not die in this priſon, The 


priſoners who die there are buried:in the 1 A1 
Paul, under the name of domeſtics. 
A library was founded by a 27 no 88 was 55 


reigner, and died in the baſtille the beginning of the 
preſent century. Some e de obtain demie 10 
have the uſe of it. 

„One of the centinels on 1. inside af the caſtle riog 
a bell every hour, day and night, to give notice that they 
are awake; and on the rounds on the a of the 


_ caſtle they ring every quarter of an hour. 

4 I bave (ſays Mr, Howard) inſerted ſo particular 
account of this priſon, chiefly with the deſign of incu) 
cating a reverence for the principles of a AE conſt: 


tution, which will not permit in any degree the exerciſe 
of that deſpotiſm, which has rendered the name of bat 
tille ſo formidable. I was deſirous of examining it m. 
ſelf; and for that purpoſe -knocked hard at the outer 
gate, and immediately went forward through. the guard 
to the drawbridge before the entrance of the caſtle; bu 
while I was contemplating this gloomy manſion, an of 
ficer came out very much ſurpriſed; and I was forced 
to retreat through the mute guard, and thus regaind 
that freedom, which for one locked _ me hw y 
i is next to A pas —_ 


\ Uh Fey fu er br of the baflill, a book 1 00 
to it, called in French, Ecrou; or Regiſter of Commit 
ments, vns picked up, in which were entered the names 
of priſoners, with ſomething reſembling a 


1 2 
- # N —— s 
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e b dean had been accuſed. — 
ping the eye over the liſt. of theſe commitmenta, one is 
almoſt perſuaded to believe the country had been ga- 
verned by. a compound meſs of deſpotiſm—ſeminine 
anger, and childiſh petulance. This liſt of eriminals 
and crimes was publiſhed a few days after the taking of 
the baſtille, by a perſon- preſent. in the engagement. 
From this publication the following extratt was made: 
| 4 Myſelf, and fifty more perſons, firſt ſummoned the 
goyernor io ſurrender. His anſwer was, O, certain 
but there muſt be more of you come to ſave appear- 
unces. Immediately we went: for more, and returned 
in a body of about ſix hundred perſons; we were al- 
Jowed to paſs aver the firſt dra bridge in perſett peace, 
but the moment we had entered the inner platform, the 
bridge was drawn up, and the muſquetry and ſome pieces 
pf cannon were immediately fired upon us. We loſt about 
ſixty of our number before the ſoldiers of the gardes 
Francoiſes and the compagnies burgeoiſes came to our 
pſiſtance. And with whoſe aſſiſtance, and their bringing 


We found about twenty-ſix perſons in that 
horrid dungeon. When they were firſt. brought -out, 
they appeared, looked, and afted like men juſt born. 
lock out ong man, whoſe beard reached down 
nearly to his middle. His geſtures were thoſe of a crea- 
ore wild with aſtoniſhment. - He ſaid little, but what he 
aid ſay vas in French. We brought bim out, and de- 
Vvered him to the populace, who carried him away tri. 
umphantly on their ſhoulders. her 95 5 wen e 
Wihe term of thirty-ſeven Nenn, v7 
ae FONG we TONY out _ had Rs con- 
| fined 
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cannon to bear upon the walls, we took poſſeffion'ofthe 


* nn 


* 


fined fifteen years: he was meditating an eſcape ; he hy 

made a-very curious ladder of his own cloaths, which 
was brought out with him, together with a large bungy 
ol papers; theſe he would not part with; he faid-they 
had been his ne” Ha COOL © | rel was 10 a French 
EY | 
or We ial various inſtruments of poniſhmen al 
chains of the moſt maſſive kind. 

„The confuſion which inouadinichy enſued on ſeir 
ing the governor, prevented any farther obſervations! M 
would bave made on the baſtille as it then ſtood, = 
„When the head of the governor was ſtruck of, | 
again attempted to gratiſy my curiofity on this priſon; 
but the crowds were ſo great, that I ns not get hen 
it, and ſhortly after it was demoliſhed.” pI 

The following is another n are . old Fon 
book of the baſtille: E315 

Mr. Deforges, for verſerdgind's as Hig fn firſt 
to the baſtille, and from thence to On mount 8 m 
chael, and there put into a cage. | 
Mr. Chaſſan, ſor JiſreſpeRful oth ap hy 
Majeſty, the marcliioneſs _ eter nite iy the oy 
de Richelieu, 

Monſieur ae Bergeron, for verſes gin mala 
ana, apt Free 

Monſieur de Thelis, foris lee at e 
anempiing to: 40/2 A oy] to the e, whill 
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Iz 1GUT. pays for killing his walet... 6. 
M. Robert de Moncatyarreted by 
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1 Pouſe for the pupae of. jeaching them n to imitate 
5 Its. 3 1 + 7 K 
lbb Bruncrypricft teacher of fits, 

4 ['Abb& Morellet, ſuſpetted of ac og. 
aſtical innovations. 
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Carpentier, i in 17465 for im. 


1 Mr. Marmontel, and Bury, bis h nt, ford 
0; the duke of Aumont. _ 1, 414 4); - 
5 7 | « « M. Angelique, for, aſſerting that, cards were d 
8 devil's books. 5 en e 


1 * 7 # x FR. 


: 10 marry the ſon of the lieutenant of the police... 1011 


| 5 i the preſence of the duke of Olonne f 

oy, without the conſent of the miniſter, put in priſon in 

1755 liberated i in 1762, and ſent to Vincennes by order 
E of Mr. Framboiſier, inſpettor of the police. 3 


1 


formation, _ 


Win the preſence of Madam de Momboifſier, 

Mel. Laby & d'Autin, detained only a year, 64 

auſe the crime with which they were FE ous not 
be eh * them. 


* 
r ²˙ ET 1 1 
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x Mr. 1 equerry to THe King, confined 
Aae alen 


= 2 lid not 3 Ee that he 2 wy 1 3 : 
4 Frances Aubillard, for aſſembling 8 at, 122 


Ven and 3 3 alive. Io 24315665 2.7 


« Miſs le Horſt, ſor not confelſing why 3 ae | 


« Mr. Andre Dubuiſſon, for having raiſed, the. de 0 | 


„M. Girard, for having aſſumed the 1 of 4 5 


Father e a Keie for having given falſe i ah ; 


Mr. de la Foſſe, in in 176 1, for bowing raiſed the devil 


| "6 The 


-* pxtfref or füt 


4 | 
'« Thi curate of Vincennes, for ac vancing frag 
— againſt Mont. de Veaugean, the miniſter of vn 

Francis Forcaſſi Halien, in 1732, a ſharper, jy 
ase the old noblemen of the court, by felling; 
medicine which 1 affirmed OO. Amen FROM. 8roy 
young again. 8 
le Mor, a dad; ir for Vin ar 
fary to the ruin of the duke of Nivernois. 
L The count d'Avergne, a Janſetiiſt, for teaching li 
SENS ONS GOT” ETA 55 


5 bh W 8 ee el by ite Lad 
the abettors of tyranny as levelling the Baſtille with the 
Earth," it might be expected that intoxication woul 
| ſeize the minds of the conquerors, and that riots and 
other att: of extravagance wotild follow one another 
without end; this, however, was not the caſe, Afit 
exemplary vengeance had been executed on the fer 
diſtinguiſhed ſatellites of deſpotic and military pove, 
popular indignation died away; there was no ſearchin 
aſter inferior officers, who had afted under bigher at 
thority, and who had hidden themfelves in their houſe 
or elſewhere. The victors aſſumed a new gravity an 
dignity, becoming men who had riſket their lives inde 
moliſhing a fabric whoſe towers inſulted each beholde | 
with an air of triumphal deſpotiſm. Liberty, and pn. 
perty, were the watch words of the Freed men, and tl 
language which offered ſafeguard to the reſidents o 
Faris, and to the numerous viſitors and travellers in ad 
about it. Each hero was contented ity honeftly and e 
ultingly exclaiming, vill have a magna charts as vel 


a an Evgliſhman—I will ee che e prerogun | 
vary 


"> obey MANN 


7 


i 


— 


q 
1 
[ 
[| 
| 


oleſomely circumſcribed—1I will know where it be- 
ins, and where it terminates— 1 will know where my 
WT own ſecurity centers ill taſte the fruit of my o.] 
WE vincyard—I will partake of my own haryeſt. When 
W :oyalty is thus limited,” adds he, „I will labour with 
WS alacrity, I can ſleep with tranquillity ;..no countyy ſhall 
cout do me in loyalty, nor ſurpaſs me in liberty Looſed 
bon deſpotic ſhackles, I will ill revere the cure. 
_ 1\C1sTRAT E, but I will not leſs abominate the 5 
WP -:5207—1 will not peryert liberty into licentiouſneſs, 
bon as one of a free people, ever degenerate into a fac. 
WS tous incendiary.” This was the frank and ingenuous | 
WS profcfion of faith of the conquerors of the baſtille; and " 
WE this ſentiment would unqueſtionably have aQuated them 

WE through the gallant ſtruggle to the end, if it had not been 
WE {ied or miſguided by the artful deſigns of ambitious | | 
nen; who, mounting the ruins of that vile tomb for the® = 
bog, which had been beaten down by more intrepid ' | 
patriots, ſyrreptitzouſly poſſeſſed themſelves of public - 1 
opinion, and uſed it to their own individual aggran- | ” . 
Although Paris appeared within, very quiet after the 
deſtruftion of the baſtille, yet as fears had heen enter- 
| tained that the markets might not receive their accuſtom- 
ed ſupply from the farms and gardens of the vicinity 
through the apprehenſions of further diſturbances, he 
6dminiſtrators of the Hotel de Ville iſſued the following 


4 


TS” 1 


1 


ron THE PERMANENT COMMAPTTER. = EE | 
Circulation being perfealy re-eſtabliſhed, as well | 
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or privates is ſuffered to | be gd * «ny Pat 


whatever. 

6 The patroles 1480586 at Fa e to receive 
the duties, are only to prevent the tranſport of armg, 

« Carriages of all kinds, paſſing and repaſſing within 
the city, will meet with no other were ian as being 
obliged not to execed a gentle trot. 

Places of amuſement will be e and the pub. 
lic promenades frequented as uſual. _- 

The ſhops, manufattories &c. are to ſue thei 


accuſtomed attivity ; and all the citizens are ſolicited to 


diffuſe good order chroughout the whole of the metro. 
polis, and proſecute wh e the Wturbers of the 


public repoſe. 
The patroles are A to ſee tlie e preſet teen 


A executed. „„ 


„Done in the permanent committee, at the 
e de ne the 16th e e 


. Se 


1 


© VERONA, Doran; Dveros DE „ Faz5x0Y, Cue. | 
NAR D, GENLLH, 5 


© 6 Duveventns, ſecretary! 


It was at this. time that Bruſſels, Spa, Turin, and 
London were reſorted to by the fugitive French fron 


all parts of the kingdom. The downfal of the ballle 
was not a ſignal for the defenders of it in Paris merely; 


the abettors of lettres de cachtt throughout the whole 
country regarded it as a notice to them to e 


= „„ hb q 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, „ 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. 3 


As 158 as PR baſtille had been taken, its were 


holding a fitting at the very time the meſſenger arriv. 
ed. The court did not know of it ſo ſoon, nor would 


that very afternoon had refuſed to admit a deputation of 
ſour members to a conference upon the ſtate of public 


W corrclpondence of the treacherous mayor of Paris, there 


ours longer, it would have been en relieved, 
ad Paris have become a Golgotha. 
u was a critical moment for the national eb 
WT! victory bad declared for the other party, their doom 
ad been ſealed moſt aſſuredly. They ſent Fayette 


were defirous of avoiding the apprehended anarchy, 


W government, and in whom might be velted' all ys juſt 
prerogatives of ſuch a ſtation, 


Wlonger diſbelieved at the royal palace, the confuſion 

which took place at it is undeſerigable. Lords of the 
Þ| bed. chamber, and other officers of ſtate, diſguiſed them- 
ſelves in the clothes of their coachmen and footmen, 
and fled with the. utmoſt precipitation. Broglio was 
accompanied in his fugitation by many officers of dif. 


O 8 | mol 


ſent off to the national aſſembly at Verſailles, which 1 
5 de courtiers believe the report of it true; its miniſters 


alfaira, lor it ſeems that Broglio had received freſh orders 

Wo give Paris a terrible example of offended power, and 
oc court and miniſtry expected every minute the news 
bereon. From what was diſcovered i in the intercepied 


eon to believe that, had the baſtille held out two 


himſelf to the palace with the Paris intelligence, for they 


and willing ſtill to preſerve the king at the head of the 


The capture of the baſtille by the baden being no 


| inguiſhed rank, ſo that the oP remained in the ut· 
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moſt diſorder, and almoſt without wy officer above th 
rank of a lieutenant, _ 

Among others, BEZENVAL, a Swiſs officer, and 
friend of Neckar, decaniped, although the Spi 
officers in general remained at their poſts, as not con. 
dering themſelves equally amenable to the people ſo 
what had been done: but this officer was a royalift of the 


- firſt caſt, and had made himſelf particularly obnoxigu 


by threatening vengeance on that quarter of Paris nea 
which he was ſtationed, for not furniſhing him with cer 
tain neceſſaries required for the cavalry the firſt tea 
its encampment on the ground, The fugitives adopted 
every expedient they could to outride the news of the 
fall of the baſtille. A great many did do ſo, but othen 
were arreſted before they reached the frontiers, and in- 
priſoned on the ſpot, or brought back to Pari le. 


- zenval was of this number. 


Atts of condeſcenfion now Jowed from the king 


* whoſe late behaviour had been marked with. haughth 
neſs; he found himſelf almoſt left alone by the abrup 


evaſion of his moſt intimate counſellors. He conſent 
ed to change the name of the French guards, to that of 
national guards, the command of which was given i 
the duke de Bixon; MonTzsguisu was appointel 
ſecretary at war in the room of Broglio; with maiy | 
other ſuch changes as could not but gratify the wills 


of the leaders of the patriotic band. 


This momentary ſunſhine” 8 to promiſe a pe. 
manent ſecurity to the political atmoſphere of France. 
His majeſty could do no leſs than fling bimſelf on the 
protection of his hitherto diſcontented ſubjects, ſeeing 


they. had blended their reſentment againſt his evil coun! 
8 ſellon 
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* my and agents with undiminiſhed reſpeAt for his per- 
e. This flattering proſpekt ſoon vaniſhed; all the 
. pride and corruption of the court were again 
colcdcd by the focus of royalty ; and the new miniſters 
bund themſelves thwarted in all their views by go. be. 
* tweens, by back- ſtairs adviſers, who were 1 8 NOTE _ 
as they were exempted from reſponſibility, © 
| Ambition has an unbounded expanfibility, and has no 
termination. Several men, under the influence of this 
deſtrudtive paſſion, reforted to the King, exprefling their 
fears of too great curtailment of the royal prerogative; | 
land this under the cloak of: an anxiety for maintaining 
the dignity of the throne, though in fact with the con- 
cealed view of raiſing themſelves through its means. 
bey adviſed him to appear before the national al- 5 
5 ſembly, under the pretext of conciliation, artfully con- 
WS cciviog that the ſight of humiliated royalty would forci- 
[bly operate on the boſoms of a poliſhed people, accul. 
tomed to venerate monarchy with an almoſt idolatrous 
attachment ; by, theſe means, they believed that a neu 
generoſity would be ſtirred up in the minds of the ſpec-- 
407 hearts, new bounties conferred, and of courſe new . 
ours for diſtribution amongſt faithful adviſers. It 
WT -ppears, however, from what happened aſter, that Louis - 
WT: ctcdmore from a fear that his own exiſtence, or his 
| monarchy, ſhould be endangered, than from any deſire 


io afſiſt in healing the political wounds of an affeQtion- 


ae people. This was, at all events, what men will call 
a politic condeſcenſion ; they will ſay that it converted 
indignant ſedition into lukewarm allegiance at leaſt, by 
a kind of inſtantaneous faſcination. Whatever dazzling | 
royalty 9 have ekt on certain tender optics, - 


if 


A £8 
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if left to itſelf, the ſatellites of that planet e it 
by endeavouring to enjoy all the advantages them. 
ſelves, 
The king's preſence i in the edembly did really; excite 
emotions of complacency in its members: ſor, fron 
that very moment, they forgot the dangers they hal 
| paſſed; they were willing to place the apparent perver 
ſity of his conduct to the bad adviſers with which he hal 
been beſet. It is however, allowable, from the ſequd 
ol the hiſtory of this prince's condutt, to conclude, thi 
his boſom concealed as mach hypocriſy, as thoſe of the 
honeſt patriots did of generofity., But though the men. 
bers“ rage was diſarmed, the people's injuries were no 
forgotten; and unleſs his majeſty had reſolved to act 
entire new and candid part, it required no profounduel 
ol political ſcience, no mighty penetration into the or 
cana of the human heart, to divine the inadequatenh 
of this ſudden condeſcenſion. Nothing more than 4 
temporary purpoſe could be accompliſhed by it. He 
forgot that a king has always much to loſe, a people 
much to gain; and that between two ſuch propenſiicy 
the moſt honeſt and ingetuous conduct is required. He 
appears to have ated as if he conceived himſelſ intitle 
by a qualification paramount to all human authority, io 
exerciſe an unreſtrained prerogative ; and yet that, fron 
the exigencies of the moment, he had been perſuaded 
to concede a part. He, nevertheleſs, had been ſo 4e 
cuſtomed to diſpoſe of the liberties and fortunes of cb. 
ſequious millions, that he could not without difficulty 
for an hour together, bear the ſmalleſt reſtraint. Al 
acquteſcence ſeemed forced, and nothing but a tempo. 
rary preſſure of embarrallments, or menace of She 
| co 


4 


ould ever make" bim compliant. This is the pidture 
is once great king, the leaſt exaggerated that his 
nemies can draw of him, and the moſt "apologede: 5 
ends can exhibit of him. 

v Upon the demolition of the baſtille, b the dale: 
1 pſpired inſurgents of France, a certain claſs of politi- 

ians in England began to look with a jealoys eye on 
cir heretofore depreſſed neighbours, under an appre> 
W.cnGon, that their own portion of liberty would be a leſs 
We aluable gift, if as much of it ſhould be within the reach 
other nations; they attempted however to do away 


ure, that the commercial intereſts of their country 
Would ſuffer through an incitement to French induſtry 
d ingenuity, by a diffuſion of freedom, TS 


= Tc ambition of the French monarchs, and the ſer- h 


iy of the French people, have made the two nations 
ard each ther, not 3 as eee but as natural 
eie. 

Ambition has Va up the coal] of Weir 18 
f bicit, and altogether has coſt this country infinitely more 
Wrcaſure for a long ſucceſſion of years, than we could 
Al ſſibly loſe by any advantage France, with all the other 
ons in Europe (were they free); might gain by com- 
Wercial rivalſhip ; that rivalſhip which thus excited the. 
Wars of ſhort- lighted miſanthropic politicians. 

| Liberty will unqueſtionably expand the commercial” 
WW openſions, and commercial abilities of the French, 
þhenever they ſhall be fully in poſſeſſion of it; but it 


e part of that people ſhould deaden Engliſh induſtry, 


10 Engliſh Wr it not rather ſtimulate emu. 
lation, 


1 


xen A vorbr tos. l 10 


e invidiouſneſs of this ſentiment, by expreſſing a con. 


1 be ſtrange indeed if competition in commerce on 


i 


4 - 
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lation, 4 ol our own various 8 ba 1 
unequalled point of perfection? Let us even adnj, 
hat France may equal our choiceſt manufadules; th 
world is wide enough for the range of European trad 
and it is probable, that France and England, in prox 
tion as our intercourſe and familiarity with the reno 

parts of the globe increaſe (ſo far from being detrimgy 
tal to one another vil be unable to fupply the Fri 
demands of traffic. _ 

Bee liberty then. mute. be. commence em 
nical, and let England be ſatisfied and happy, rather ka 


: envious, that her own nequivocal paſſion for this diving 
gift has commy Fee a e 6. GO conle 
ion. TT” 
KEV. APPOINTMENTS iN Thx MILITARY AND | 
I MINISTRY, | 
a The 9 and the national aſſembly had 3 com. | 


munications, and his majeſty en his readioh# 

adi in concert with it. ö 

The marquis de la Fayette vas now 3 con- 
mander in chief of the Gardes Bourgoiſes (armed for 

of Paris): The vicompte Noailles lieutenant generd, 

and monſieur BAILLIE mayor of Paris. Three of the 

old miniſters, which had been diſplaced on the 11000 
July, were admitted into office ; and M. Neckar va 

be called from Switzerland; in fa, he was now on l 

' __ roadto Paris. The bells of Paris rang with joy a lr 
pPreſence of the king in the city, diſengaged from tif 
counſels of men who were regarded as the mortal en 

mies of the very ſhadow of liberty. The tranquility 


of the aſſembly began however to be diſturbed by ac. 
co 
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W:. imitation of the Pariſians in the affair of the baſtille, 
had exerciſed a ſummary veng 
WE individuals, without een e law. The mayor 
s.. Denis, and a cornfaftor of the ſame place, had 
been put to death without a trial. On this occaſion, 
. ad perhaps on this only, the king and the aſſembly 
vere mutually aftuated by one ſentiment, and equally 
deſirous of putting a ſtop to theſe irregular proceedings. 


—£ 


up, and publiſhed the following; - eme 


DICLARATIONS . 'or £771 NATIONAL » ASSEMBLY. IN 
RECOMMENDATION TO A PEACEABLE BEHAVIOUR 
IN THE PEOPLE, ; 


3 The national. e conflicting ho hom 8 
firſt moment of its formation, it has adopted no reſolu- 


1 2 TY . 1 CT „ = 
a mdf 3 MV ro EI REN ge Engl 2 


en; 
That the keg . mcdiidly: abt. a ſtronger 


| 6 That not only as he himſelf invited them to de- 
W rand their liberty and rights, but that, at the defire of 

| the aſſembly, he has removed every ſubjef of diffi- 
| Wu capable of alarming the public mind ; 


or 2pproach had ſpread terror through the capital ; 
| © That he has diſmiſſed from about his perſon the 
| counſellors who were OG of n to . nation; 
Voi ! J Eon) 


4 counts from various parts of France where the populace, 


e on many obnoxious 


In concert with the king's OO thy! ry dow | 


tion but what entitles it to the confidence of the people; 
„That it bas already eſtabliſhed the firſt founda- 
tions on which the ow: liberty and "_y ſhould | 


: [claim than ever to the confidence of his faithful ſubjects; 


* That he has remoyed the troops. whoſe 8 | 
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7 That he tins recalled. thoſe whoſe. return vas h 
anxiouſly defred; LO DRE S001 #4 

That 1 in hes vin aembly. vi 
40 unreſerved confidence of a father amidſt his chi, 
dren, to requeſt them to aid him iy faving the ſtate; 
. That, guided by the ſame ſentiments, he has re. 
paired to the capital, to aſſociate himſelf with his pes 
ple, and by his ee to i ae e aþ- 

| e e „ 

% That in this ſtate of berlet a dane ge te 
chief and the repreſentatives of the nation, and after the 
complete union of all the orders, the aſſembly i is nov 
occupied, and will never ceafe to occupy mer in th 
great objekt of the conſtitution; _ 

“ That any diflidence tending to diſturb the jneli 
mable harmony of the preſent moment, would impede 
the labours of the aſſembly, prove an obſtacle to the 
intentions of the king, and give, at the ſame time, a ſau 
blow to the general intereſt of the ae and the pr: 
vate intereſts of its component members; 

& That not a Citizen in fine, but who mould ſhudder 
at the very idea of troubles,” which in their deploradle 
conſequences would produce the diſperſion of families 
the interruption of commerce, ihe privation of ſuccour 
for the poor, a ceſſation of labour ſor workmen and 
citizens, and for all Tanks a in overthrow of ſocil 
o | 4 7 

The national aſſembly Werbe invite all the 
French to peace, to the maintenance of public orde 
and tranquillity, to the confidence they owe to the kin 
and their repreſentatives, and to that reſpett for the lavh 
without which there exiſts no real liberty ; 15 

: 6 
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be alſenibly further declares, with reſpect 0 he 
5 agents of power, who ſhall have cauſed, or by their 
Ws crimes may cauſe the misfortunes of the people, that 
bey ougbt to be accuſed, e, and puniſhed; 
but ee, only by the law, which ſhould hold them under 

its ſafeguard, until it has decided « on their fate; that the 
proſecution of all crimes of Es NATION appertains 
io the repreſentatives of the nation; that the aſſembly, 2 
W in the conſtitution Wh it is inceſſantly occupied in 

WE forming, will point out the tribunal before which every 

We perſon accuſed of ſuch ade ſhall be proſecuted, that 

oem be judged according 0 roland gg and that in 
conſequence of a public trial; bas et is , 
_— * R:/olved, That the e eee be e 

55 ; and tranſmitted by- 2 the r to fat reſpe ti 5 
conſtituents. | 


Z Done in the national bay, this' 551 4 oly; 
5 TY 


(Signed). R 80+: 
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© Secrdlarics." . : 


| cen 1E „ 15 . , e Rr 1 141 I 


| nit {ent ͤ wie :caforied t 
Ter, of che aſſembly of what was ex- 
peltet from the people, ſprang ihe ſuggeſtion of the in 
We <ſpenlible A adopting another declaration, 
FD e vun 


and ſacred, of man; in order that this declaration; con 
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"which ſhould clearly define The: rights f man, I 
manner neither metaphyſical nor ſubtile. 
M. de Movux tres, who moved for this W 5 
are ſupported by M. VIAIEZAu, who: ſaid, ſuch a 
ſyſtematic ſpecification of rights would tranquillize the 
anxious people-more than any other meaſure, provided 
it could be grounded in elements of ſimplicity. and com 
mon ſenſe ; not complex not obſcure—not above th, 
capacity of the plaineſt citizen, for-whole proteQion and 
ſecurity it was meant to be formed. After a fruitleſs a, 
tempt of ſome of the members to defer 'the: conſiders 
tion whether the declaration of rights ſhould follow the 
conſtitution, and thereby leſſen the democratic tenden. 
cy of the meaſure, the following! were __ up and 
agreed to, and publiſhed by the Ones in 


N 


DECLARATION or THE. RIGHTS, or. MAN. AND 07 
CITIZENS, 


M. Min As zAu made the report 8 


drawing up the declaration of rights. It conſiſted of 
| the following articles, with the OR 5 


PREAMBLE., 


The repreſentatives of the French 1 conli 
| tuted in a national aſſembly, conſidering that the igno- 
rance, the forgetfulneſs, or negle&t of the rights: of wan 
are the only cauſe of the public dees and of the 
corruption of government, have reſolved to re-eſtabliſh 


in a ſolemn declaration, the rights, natural, unalienable, 
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ſtantiy preſented to all the members of the ſocial body 
gs without ceaſing, remind i them'of their rights 0 


duties 


* 


audes; {that the aQs of the legiſlature, and/executive 
: power, being at eyery- inſtant compared with the end of 
7er political inſtitution, may be the more reſpeRted, 
o order that the claims of the citizens, founded hereaſtet 
I on ſimple and incomeſtable principles, may turn to the 
(port of the conſtitution a and to the happineſs of all. 
= « In conſequence, the nation OR acknow- 
WT cdgcs and declares the following article: 
1. All men are born equal and free þ none has 
nore right than another to make uſe of his faculties, na- 
WE cural or acquired: this right, common to all, has no 
eber limit than the conſcience. of him who exerciſes. it, 
end which forbids him to e Es it to the wad 
WE ment of his fello creatures. 
. The end of all 3 af ociations 5 88 pre- 
ewation of the natural and impreſcriptible rights of 
en; and theſe rights are, LITER TY, PROPERTY, sseu- 
5 . and KESISTANCE OF OPPRESSIONs __ 
z. The nation is eſſentially the ſource of all. Fi 
WE rcignity ; nor can, any individual, or any body of men 
be entitled to er ee, which is mob rn _ 
W rived from it. 
= 4 Political liberty cords a power of Ts 
WE whatever does not injure another. The exerciſe of the 
WF yatural rights of every man, has no other limits than 
oſe vhich are neceſſary to ſecure to every other man 
be free exerciſe of the ſame rights, and thels, limits are 
| W ahh law; 8 
45. The law ought to;probjbit only wine 
| fociery; What is not prohibited by the law, ſhould not 
be hindered, nor ſhould any one 18 eee 
| n lau does ed ure 
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- 66, The law is an expreſſion of the will of the tow 
munity. All citizens have a right to concur, eie 
perſonally, or by their repreſentatives, in its formation 
It ſhould be the ſame to all, whether it protefts, or pi. 
niſhes; and all being equal in its ſight, are equally ej; 
gible to all honours, places, and employments, accord. 
ing to their different abilities, without any other diſtine 
tion than that created by their virtues and talents, 
%. No man ſhould be accuſed, arreſted, or held i 
confinement, except in caſes determined by the lay, an 
nuccording to the forms which it has preſcribed. All why 
promote, ſolicit, execute, or cauſe to be executed, arhi. 
wary orders, ought to be puniſhed ; and every citize 
called upon, or apprehended by virtue of the law, ough 
Immediately to obey ; ; and renders ne, en 
lentutee⸗ 1 . 

8. The law 6210 to pd no alba penn l 
ſuch as are abſolutely and evidently neceſſary: and no 
one ought to be puniſhed but in virtue of a law e 
ar before the offence, and legally applied. 

g. Every man being preſumed innocent till be ha 
been convicted, whenever his detention becomes indi 
penſible, all rigour to him, more than is uri ae ſe- 
cure his 4 er Goghs o "BE" provide vm n 
. s EE: TEIN JO 
4 10. No man ought to obe moleſted on heel 
his opinions, not even on account of his religious ops 
nions, provided his avowal of them does not nigh 
public's ortler eſtabliſhed by thelaw,” 

1. The unreſtrained communication bf se 
and opinions being one of the moſt precious rights d 


. citizen may 1 and pubül fe 
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. | yi caſes determined by the laws fo cow 5 
= « 12, A public force being ee to 2 e ſecurity 
WS the rights of men, and of citizens, that force is inſti; 
led for the benefit of the community, and not for the 
WE particular benefit of the enen with hom it is en- 
truſted, e e 
1. A common ie Seing? 3 for 
WE the ſupport of the public force, and for defraying 
be other expences of government, it ought to be di- 
WT vided equally. among the members of the e 
WE according to their abilities. ; 
= « 14. Every citizen has a right, Re by hill, oe 
his repreſentative, to a free voice in determining, the ne- 


WE them; and their: N one: of ae BL and du- 
WE ration. ' 

13. Every Wa has a ps to demand of 
WT al! its agents an account of their conduct. 
66. Every community in which a ſeparation of 
WF powers, and a ſecurity of obs. is not Sha ei 
Es wants a conſtitution. 

417. The right to property _ eien ud 6. 
We cred, no one ought to be deprived of it, except in caſes 
We of <vident public neceſſity, legally aſcertained, __—_ on 
Wy condition 1 a Ry 0 agree | 

The 8 of theſe rights X man — * 
vas a great difficulty got over; it ſeemed to quiet a 


ing for, The diſcuſſion had N much * r 
and loſs of time. 


The 
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rrovided he is reſponſible for the abuſe of this uber. 


2 | ceſſuy of public contributions; the [appropriation of | | 


4 2 


great deal of popular ſolicitude as to the object contend- 


n 
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The minority on this occaſion had maintained, thy 
the declaration of rights ought not to be prec 
but an appendage to the conſtitution. - This declay 
tion of rights made many converts to the new order, wh 
began to entertain aſſurances that the principles oflibem 
would be fixed on a firm foundation, and that a conſliu 
tional eſtabliſhment was not far off, _ 
A preciſe knowledge of the liberty. contending for 
will always make a people m more reſolute in their endes 
vours to obtain It, 
The greateſt favourites among hs ns ae 

at this time, appear to be the following: 
Archb. of Bourdeaux, FEveque d' Autun, marg by: 
Sillery, M. de Milon, M. Bamave. M. Chapelier, M 
Rouf de Varicourt, M. de Lally, marq. la Fayette, ( 
de Clermont Tonnere, C. de Menou, M. de Gleze, 
_ abbe de Monteſquieu, M. Mounier, M. Robeſpieny 
_"_ DA recteur de ee e 


n rixances. | 0 


The pc Sanden were in ſo ditraQeda ned 
os coming of M. Neckar was as anxiouſly looked for 
by all ranks of Frenchmen, as that of the Mefih by the 
Jews. It was believed that none but M. Neckar could 
meſlore them, could preſerve them-to any order. The 
treaſury was nearly exhauſted ; the public creditor ur 
paid ; and by the ſo frequent transfer of the keys (or port 
feuille, as it is called in French), from hand to hand 
no regular accounts of che expenditures could be 
bound. 8 56) 

At this moment M. 0 e The ling. F 


ceived him with external marks of affection; ; with wh 
finceri 
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| ſincerity it is impoſſible to ſay. Aſter his audience with 
is majeſty, he appeared before the aſſembly, and before 
bc citizens at the town houſe. The ſpeeches addreſſed 
0 him on the occaſion, were ſuch as may be ſuppoſed 
were made by the ſenate of Rome to Powrry, on his 
retum from vanquiſhing the greateſt enemy to its re- 
Mr. Neekar, in his road to Paris from Gene va, 
bold his old friend and eountryman, GENERAL BE. 
E AL, under arreſt. He bad been ſtopped as he 
Df vas flying from the reſentment of thoſe he had been 
| willing to dragoon into ſubmiſſion under the direction 
ad auſpices of LADEN and Bxoctro.” This adven- 
ure appears to have made a very powerful and gloomy 
WE impreſſion upon the mind of monſieur Neckar; and this 
WE :calous interceſſion for ſo diſtinguiſhed and confirmed 
- prerogative-officer, is conſidered as the primary cauſe 


5 of this renowned financier loſing the confidence of the 


Ss Parifians, and e e it my be n oh Sg 12 
WS in general, 

_— Bing eh in ure hit firſt babe birnſel e to 
be body of electors, where he was received, as has been 
WE remarked, with a degree of homage little ſhort of that 
lich has been at times paid to crowited heads, as will 
p -ppear by ON een e 


norzi, = VILLE; 


. The ps Ki ſpeech was addreſſed 1 to Mr. W 55 
WT” the goth of July, by tlie preſident of the aſſembly of 
bc elestors of the city FRO „ en "_ NE = 

| Wop 1 b 
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SPOKEN. BY MR. De LA vier. 


„Sin, rot Od ix 8 | 

4 A numerous people now. rejoide at t your return— 
a people who never can forget that it is for pon 
the friends of liberty, they live! 4 15 1 

Such, fr, are your virtues, that even when: you 
are not amongſt us, your name—the name of Neck, 
bleſſed by the national aſſembly, ſerved as the ſignal for 
unanimity, and as the bond gf; union e the Foo 
citizens of this land, 1 SEEN 
lt is to your 1 0 6 genius, it 4 is to your 
mntlence and circumſpection, that the city which ve 
inhabit owes that happy conduQ and judicious diſtribu. 
tion which fortns the grand baſis of our liberty. _ _ 
This management, fir, and this diſtribution, has ſe. | 

cured to us the means of collecting in a moment, as i 
were, ſrom the various corners, and diſtant extreniitic 
of this wide metropolis, forces ſufficient to intimidate 
thoſe traitors, and puniſh thoſe vile, abandoned mini 
ters, who have deceived and miſled the king. | 
The ſame means, ſir, will ſerve to ſupport pe 
lic tranquillity ; they preſage a permanent, an everlalt | 
ing eſtabliſhment. Since you are among us, apprehen, 
ſion is baniſhed, and we have nought to fear. 

Who can doubt, then, under ſo good a prince u 
now goverhs this country, under ſo great a ſtateſman « 
you are, and under the happy influence of liberty—liber 
ty acquired without blood! but that France will ber · 
after attain to the ſummit of happineſs and proſperity. 


* She is now in poſſeſſion of every circumſtance that 
7 eu 
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provinces proclaim it; ſhe is worthy of it by virtue of 
that energy; of that great charatter, who now comes to 
free the inhabitants of this city; ſhe is worthy of it, he- 
cauſe, when overwhelmed with trouble, and plunged in- 
to the loweſt abyſs of deſpair, ſhe never relaxed in her 
WT upplications to the king, to recal to his perſon the vir- 
vous MAN; Whoſe" devotion to the public cannot be 
W cqualled but by the unbounded gratitude” which glows 


Pane. e TC rey wont Too ney 


AT THE TOWN: HOUSE... df Tl 


THF SPEECH OF 1. pr r. "MERY, TO M. NECKAR- 
F noe Fo ET a2 i B67 V 2 8 ; ; F TE | 


6 Fg 


« The fate of this” NOW: ape is ib ib vith 
Wy our own, The enemies to its welfare were ſo ſatisfied 
ith the cloſeneſs of this connection, that the firſt ſtroke 


: r downfal), was your removal. OB TU 

Our vows, our courage, our . nd) the 
pcfifes of a good king (vainly attempted to be ſuppreſſ- 
Wd), have: brought you back, and reſtored you and your 
virtues to the wiſhes'of an admiring Pepe... 
| © You ſee, fir, that your return is a national triumph. 
Dur ſatisfaction is encreaſed from public ſuccels, and 
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now to participate in the nation's glory, and to be 
inch of Us Joy which e in our belebten 
33 on. 


| can lead to glory, and ſecure felicity ; the riches of tet 


in the breaſt of every NO Wy in the e of 9 880 


/hich they aimed at the N g 1 88 5 Which | og ar | 


Z pur joy augmented at the preſence of the citizen. mini- 
'” ; who, having partaken of ihe diſgrace of his friends,” - 


ö 
| 
1 
j 
| 


6 


bim again reſume the care and the e ee of the 
capital. 1 
„ Our love, acid our : nh firs PW 
neſs of your genius; and we ſwear before. you, in the 
face of our country, that our united efforts ſhall be d. 
refed to ſecond and n * GUARDIAN ANGEL 1 0 
Fünges 1 
Tbis rie this Fd Wend 8 
Neckar to introduce in his anſwer. to theſe addreſſes the 
ſituation his ancient friend Bezanval was in at that ven 
time. He advocated the cauſe of him fo well, and in ſuck WW 
florid language, that he inſtantaneouſly diſpoſed the mg 
jority of hearers in his favour, and indeed M. Necka 
had pleaded ſtrongly for a general amnefly. _ 
No man could be more popular than Neckar was a 
this period. Few men could be more jealouſſy regard, 
ed than he on whoſe behalf Neckar et T bis was 
a great hazard for the miniſter to ru. 
_ = He' nevertheleſs left the electoral aſſembly, Gufhe 
with the hope that he had eſſected his wiſh ; and indeed, 
without having had a moment to: conſider of his rr. 
queſt, his hearers gave him reaſons to flatter nn U 
would be immediately complied witz. 
The magiſtrates of Paris had no legal deg 
any priſoner. but thoſe: confined in the priſons within 
the city, and Bezanval was an hundred leagues. diilant 
But Neckar knew well enough that to have made 
impreſſion favourable to his client on thoſe: his hearen, 
as of more conſequence than to do the ſame thing anf 
where elſe, Paris had laid the firſt ſtone: in the co 
unn of CES was entitled to the . 
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FRENCH AL Venn 


i 5 * opinion of the moſt forward men in the cauſe of 
: ben y. The ſuffrages he gained for his friend, and for 


- zuuminate their houſes. Others ſaid they had been cir- 
Wcunvented by the extraneous, buſineſs he had introdu- 
(.d, when he had been received only to hear a felicita- 


— > ﬀo 


7 bt, that if Bezanyal were releaſed in conſequence of this 
Whcerceſſion, they would impeach him anew. This ap- 


i; and from that inſtant numbers ceaſed to attach 
bcir hopes any longer to the man whom before they 
believed the only pilot capable to carry the ſhip of ſtate 
| . ſaſe into port, His virtues, as well as his abilities, were 
eercheleſs highly ſpoken of by many profound poli- 
(cians, and by ſome of the moſt confirmed friends to 


birong'y and fervently on the ſcore of friendſhip for one 
Wo! oppoſite ſentiments, will, however, always draw on 
be pleader ſuch ſuſpicions as muſt endanger his credit. 
or ſincerity and honeſty, 

VM. Nzcx ax had now had a conſultation with his col- 
; leagues i in adminiſtration; and it appeared the wiſh of 
2 W of . to ce the nn after the N 


| | 

= lows: M. NECKAR, miniſter of the finances, or what in 

lead we call firſt lord of the treaſury ; M. MonT» 
W 4019, ſecretary for the foreign department; M. St. 

Patz, ſecretary for the home department; M. Pav- 

1% miniſter of ghe war department; the apounIouoe” 
of 


This propoſuion of Neckar unhappily divided 


8 o amneſty, oecaſioned many to exult, and events 
os on bis return to his miniſtry. Some inſiſted upon 


pears to be the firſt wound given to Neckar's popula- 


beny and their country. To plead in a revolution 


The el was ab of eight members, as fol. 
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| allies, was like that of a monarch with a barren ſcepty 
in his hand; for he had the care of a treaſury which va 


e or M. NECKAR ro TE NATIONAL C0%- 


Ihe debt is immenſe, and can be paid only by the etcr- 
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6 OE of che ſeal; ho ARCHB1$90p 
of Vizx x2, miniſter for the biſhoprics and abbies, 7 
eceleſiaſtic chancellor, and M. uE BEAUVAIõ, oed 
the council: this miniſter Was in no e e opus Es 
W ff! eorf 4nd}. 

M. Neckar's e eee on e e into his ol 


totally void of money. It was reſolved on by his col 
leagues, that he ſhould apply to the national affembly ſor 
thirty millions to commence the plan of operations. But 
as it was not thought proper that the firſt time he open. 
ed his mouth to then ſhould be to.aſk for money, it uu 
agreed on to defer the demand till alf the miniſter 
ſhould have paid their reſpe@s, under their new ap- 
pointment, in a fuitable introduQtory ſpeech, This af. 
ſorded the financier (whoſe / ſpeech, with that of the 
archbiſhop, is alone deſerving notice) an opportunity 
to plcad the cauſe of his impriſoned friend to the afſem- 
bly previous to its being RTE ___ matters Wann 
to be laid beſore it. VV 


1 . 
* 2 . 


VVV e eee ee 

3 Gentlemen, I 1 5 
Fon Let me begin = pleading; my.0 own Wide pab ie 
exprels thole lively emotions of gratitude, Which vam 
my boſom at this moment, when I: ſtand before this a 
ſemblage er an benefattors—all my friends 
nal feelings of the mind. A firm and unſhaken adbe- WA 


rence 10 the. fundamental ng patriotiſm, in 
155 . TE which 
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eon the true and genuine glory of every eountry con · | 
WE ts, ſhall ever. diſtinguiſh my public conduct, and no ; | 
WE. -liVion ſhall deface them. I vill be true to: my truſt; . 
n ever fulfil a duty, which is diſcharged with. equal = 
L Gelight and facility. The king, gentlemen, has not only 
eceived me, but he has received me cordially, affection- 
, and bath added re- aſſurances of his confidence. 
a, now the ſcene is reverſed ; the welfare of the {late ö 
dos depolited in other hands, the hands of the nag. 
ona afſembly—your hands in you all the 


. Wu oc n 


5 vigour of 
overment, and all authority centers. This opulent 
7 puiſſant metropolis, in which yourſelves; are ciũ- 1 
ens, bath totally entruſted itſelf to you; in your pub- 
. virtue, and patriotiſm it bas ſecurely flept. O pa- 
WW: riotilm! O more than Roman patriotiſm! that could 
ie liberty over ſo vaſt an empite on the: ſwift wings 
Wo! fame, and give it equal ſwifineſs. Bui, gentlemen, +: 
Wc me conjure you to uſe all, poſſible exertions for the mp 
eloradon, and re-eſtabliſhment of order on a haſis, that „„ 
f : ſhall ſecure to itfelf immortal permanency. Nothing 
aan proſper, nothing flouriſh without regularity, and the 
eclabliſnment of order. A ſhort time: will ſhow man. 
Ind your glorious intentions, and announce the luſtre 
your patriotiſm, But during the interval of their fuſs 
eenſe, miſtruſt, inquietude, and apprehenſions of in- - 
ſecurity will be general; the rich will deſert the capital, 1 
and travellers will find no attractions in this metropolis, 
ſuhere they have before delighted to ſpend their fortunes! 
Parsz—the pride—the admiration of Europe, will loſe 
all is magnetiſm and its primitive luſtre and proſperity = i 
vill ccaſe, till tranquillity again prevails, and makes it * 
Wc more the ſeat of elegant ſecuriiy. Your wiſdom IF 
By es wn. gentle, 
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' ſearching the harmleſs traveller, on his route to the c 


city are ſufficient for this patriotic taſk. The renow, 


The combination of amazing talents, which adorns thi 
city, will otherwiſe ſhine in vain ; the ſuperb and maj 
tic edifices, which embellifh this peerleſs capital, ar 
uleleſsly built, if only for the gratification of our own 


potent mercy that I may hear no more of proſcriptions 


fare centers in your integrity—your glory in your is 
nocence. Maintain, therefore, in the minuteſt poins 


muon for the univerſal amiableneſs of the GA 


220 SKETCH OF THE 
gentlemen, will point out to you the impolicy of ruddy 


pital, as if every man, whoſe curioſity the fame of thy 
ſplendid capital attrafted, came hither as a perfidiou 
traitor. I am grieved to ſay, that in ſo poliſhed a king 
dom as this, theſe diſcourteous and ſuſpicious examim 
tions, are ſtill very prevalent to the diſhonour of ay 
civility, and to the diſguſt and determent of Europen 
travellers. Your penetration, and your political ſagy 


tion of commerce is the primary object of thoſe who 
love their country. Every patriot” wiſhes once mote 
to ſec it the eſtabliſhed ſeat of peace, that the remoieſ 
corners of the globe may viſit us in-ſafety, and depan 
with friendly impreſſions of our honour and hoſpitaliy, 


vanity, and what is worſe, to witneſs ſcenes of diffention 
and tumultuary uproar. But, gentlemen, I have fone 
thing to unboſom, which, at preſent, 1 feel very oppre 
five on my heart. I conjure you in the name of omn 


no more of ſanguinary ſcenes. Surely. thoſe who ar 
on the point of attaining liberty, that ineſtimable and 
divine blefling, will not pollute with blood, the hand 
that vindicate fo pure, ſo celeſtial a claim. Your ve 
of your legiflative proceedings, the higheſt vers 
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7 Kang. Aſk your own breaſts, if this amiability of cha- 
aer, this goodneſs of ſoul, is not the brighteſt intellec- 
a ornament. Alas, we but darkly-and imperſealy, 
l comprebend this ſublime virtue, whole inviſible efficacy, 
from above, often dires—often determines our will— 
Vichout any merit of our own. . God, alone can explore 
be ſecrets of the heart, and apportion rewards and pu- 
hniſuments adequate to vice and virtue. Man is totally 2 
: lincompetent for ſuch inveſtigations, and is therefore un- 
1 juſtifiable in depriving a fellow creature, of the life 
which heaven gave | him without the moſt minute and de- 
berate examination. I beg leave, gentlemen, to en- 
WT force this ſolicitation, to to ſupport this demand, in the 
be name of all the philoſophical, moral, and religious 
W motives which can poſſibly operate on the ſoul and rea- 


ſuffer me to apply theſe general reſlełtions to a parti- 
WF cular individual, It is an event of peculiar moment, 
Wo which juſtice, humanity, liberty, are equally con- 
emed. The Tueſday that brought me 10 Paris, made 
_ acquainted. with the axreſt of Baron de Bzzan vas 
F Villeneaux. I Vas ſtopt in my carriage by the re- 
vnonſtrating voice of humanity, and entreated to aſſiſt a 
; worthy man, retiring/by the king's permiſſion to his na- 
tive place in Switzerland; I had aiready heard of the 
WT ſhocking outrages in this capital, and the fate of the two 
We agiltrates, whoſe accuſation and execution were almoſt 
inſtantaneous. I wrote. from my coach to the officers 
ol Villencaux, the following words:“ 1 am well af. 
cd, gentlemen, that baron Bezanval has the royal per- 
WE million to retire to Switzerland. I requeſt—I conjure 
Vous venerate this commiſſion, for which 1 will be 
Vol. I. R i 785 reſpon- 


on ofa man; and I humbly truſt, that your goodneſs, wil! 


Wa <A 8 


| 
| 


| reſponſible: Your attention to this intreaty will infinite 
oblige me. All the poſſible excitements which affea 


ſiderable conſolation, that the reference is made to you, 


ceſſary to keep peace in the public markets, and to pw 
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ſeeling heart, induce me to make this demand, yy 
friend will deliver this letter, which I write in ny 
coach—on the great road from Nojeul to Verfaille, 
I have the honour to be, &c. ——,” TI am grieve 
gentlemen, to find, that this requeſt was far from bein 
complied with. But, at the ſame time, it is no incon- 


Not being myſelf at Paris at that calamitous period 
when the popular diſcontents firſt aroſe, and when your 
diſſatisſaction with the baron originated, I am at a of 
to conjetture either his guilt, or the cauſe of your in 
dignation. The baron appears to me innocent, becauſe 
I cannot poſſibly imagine where his gilt exiſts. © I have 
no predilefion for the baron, but I ſhall always cherif 
what you will readily allow me, a predileclion for jub 
tice. Commandant for the king in the generalits d 
Paris, for theſe three months paſt, he has found it ne 


tet the convoy of grain. In my late miniſterial caps 
city (which I flatter myſelf I filled with ſome little lu 
tre), I had occaſion to apply to the commandant, who 
ſoon diſtinguiſhed his ſagacity and affiduity. I havem 
all occaſions fince, experienced the zeal and vigilant 
aQtivity of the baron, whoſe debtor I muſt acknowledge 


myſelf to be infinitely. Such is my knowledge of tie 7 
baron, not in private ſociety, but in public capabilitis A 
The king approves of bim; and I conceive, be woul Wl . 
not approve of the unworthy. I know no crime . Wal, 
putabſe to him. Military laws require an expreſs i 


cuſation—to ſupport the legality of ſuch a 121 7 1 
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ea brave man, returning to his own country after me- 
lionous ſervices, it was cruel to impede his ſteps ;—as 
. ftranger-—as a member of a country which loves 
WE ance, and which France profeſſes to love, he might 
bave put in his claims on our friendſhip, hoſpitality, or 
5 generoſity... But, gentlemen, for once we have been 
churliſn in diſpenſing our boaſted friendſhip—our 
W boaſted hoſpitality—our boaſted/generofity. If, gentle- 
nen, you have long borne a firm friendſhip for Swit- 
WP ::r1a0d, be friendly likewiſe to the worthy individual 
lich it produced. The baron is entitled to your pro- 
edtion from all the poſſible conſiderations of human hol- 
bpiaality. To drag a general officer not formally im- 
bpeached—to Paris, like an atrocious criminal, would 
be a contumelious and cruel puniſhment; and when it 
WE is conlidered likewiſe, that he is a ſtranger, who has de- 
WT mands on your generoſity and hoſpitable treatment, who 
WE bas the royal ſignature to give a ſanftion to his depar 
ture; this is a weighty aggravation to the obloqy of his 
grace, and to the rigorous inhumanity of the Gallic 
character. Permit me, gentlemen, to implore your in- 
WT dulgence towards injured worth, or at leaſt to beg, that 
We ©" impartial enquiry may be made at Villeneaux, and 
dar what papers he has in his poſſeſſion, may be pro- 
duced and examined in the preſence of this auguſt aſ- 
l ſembly. You, gentlemen, poſſeſs that profound wif-. 
bon, which enables you to ſee the injuſtice of expoſing 
weritorious officer, a meritorious ſtranger to unprece- 
Lented, and unheard of rigours, which are equally ab- 
horrent from divine and human law. Diſtinguiſhed, 
| gentlemen, as you are, by the voices of your applauding 
| countrymen, you muſt naturally ſtand firſt to aſſert law, 
 Rg : - und 
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and vindicate juſtice, Are you willing, gentlemen, chat 


a citizen ſhould be puniſhed unexamined, unjudged? 
Are you willing, that the remoteſt ſtranger, that any 
character dignified with the name of man, ſhould be de. 


- barred from this univerſal prerogative, this firſt right ol 


humanity? Are you willing to diffolve that moſt re 


ſpektable and venerable claim of equity, which even 


barbarians devoutly cultivate? . Princes themſelves ar 


ſubjebt to the inviolable obligations of this duty, Ah, 


gentlemen ! it is not only before you, whoſe birth and 
learning diſtinguith your names, but it is before the mol 
humble and obſcure citizen, that I kneel here he, over 


powered with ſorrow, fell on his knees | to ſupplicat, 
that all violent and rigorous proceedings from this hour, 


either towards the good baron, or any one individual 


perſon, may now ceaſe, and fink into oblivion. The 
good. will and indulgence, with which you honour me 


make me hope, that you will accede to my deſire, and 


not ſuffer me to be importunate in vain. You have 


condeſcended to deem my ſervices of ſome importance; 
in the moment, therefore, when I am preparing to make 


a great demand, indulge me, in this flattery of myſcl 
that my zeal has not been totally unprofitable to thi 


kingdom. The ſuit, which I now prefer, ſprings ſron 


my friendly reſpett and veneration to him, as a brave 
officer, as an illuftrious foreigner, if be wants only ny 
reſpett; but if he wants more, he has all my compa 
fion, all my indulgence, all my generoſity ; and yer! 
mult acknowledge, at the ſame time, that my moſt cor 
dial exertions will certainly prove vain, if they are 0 
combined and corroborated with yours. The exit 
+ fion of this ſignal favour to baron de og ARE 
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e individual, will eonfer on me an infinite obligation; 
bas 1 {hall be particularly happy, if the ſame aft of 
5 pobdneſs were expanded into an univerſal amneſty, 
ich will re-eſtabliſh the tranquillity of France, and 
le the whole kingdom to look proſpectively to ſcenes 
WE © ſelicitous glory and proſperity, Thus we ſhall enjoy 
| 'E the bleſſings which will give ſtability to the mutual 
WS |appinc(s of prince and people. This bliſsful alteration 
3 | would fix happineſs on the baſe of liberty—liderty on the 
bc of the general welfare, Ah, gentlemen, that all che 
E W citizens, that all the provincial people of this. extenlive 
eam could be ſhielded equally under the wings of juſ- 
(ce and of law. Yield, I conjure you, to my ſolicitation, 
5 | which will make this day the happieſt period of my life 
be moſt conſpicuouſly glorious of yours.“ 
The aſſembly heard their ſupplicating ior 5 
bervant with profound attention, and aſſured bim, that 
li requeſt, which did ſo much honour to his e 
= ould be taken into early nne . 


— The Archbiſhop. next added himſolf to tho dem 
and ee it in Wine nen and 


| THE ARCHBISHOP ADDRESSED THE ASSEMBLY IN 
THE SUBSEQUENT ORATION. 


.34 0 gien, > * „„ 
Meꝗ ' are delegated by Gin kid to 1 on 1 your | 
W boſom the diſquietudes that agitate the paternal heart 
We of bis majeſty. The preſent circumſtances are ſo preſ- 

We ling and imperious, that they would not permit us to 
concert with you the forms with which his majeſty's en- 
o, ſhould be received forms to which we attach 
perlonally 
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perſonally no importance whatever; but which, fg 
doubt, from a proper regard to the dignity and majeſh 
of the throne, you will judge it neceſſary to regulate in 
future. Whilſt the repreſentatives of the nation, happy 
in their confidence in the monarch, and ſecure of hj 
paternal love, are employed in planning the welfare o 
their native country, and in eſtabliſhing on a firm bak 
the national ſecurity, a ſecret and lamentable diſorder 
agitates the people, impe's them to. revolt, and ſpread 
over all a general conſternation. Whether it be tha 
the reſentment of various abuſes which the king wiſhed 
to reform, and which you deſire for ever to proſcribe, 
has led the people into this error; whether it be that the 
' Tumour of a total regentration of government has made 
o waver the ſeveral powers on which the civil orde 
repoſes; whether paſſions hoſtile to our happineſs hare 
ſpread over this empire their malignant influence, what 
ever in ſhort may be the cauſe, certain, firs, it is, that 
the public order and tranquillity are diſturbed in almol 
every corner of this kingdom. You are not ignorant, 
firs, that property is violated in the provinces ; that in 
cendiary hands have deſtroyed the habitations of cit- 
zens, that the forms of juſtice are deſpiſed, that violence 
and prolcription occupy the place of equity and lav. In 
ſome places, the very harveſts have been threatened 
and the huſbandman has ſeen his hopes ravaged and laid 
waſte, Where the robbers cannot come, there terro 
and alarm are diſpatched ; licentiouſneſs is without cor 
troul; the laws have loſt their force, the tribunals ar 

_ torpid! deſolation is ſpread over a large portion ad 
France, and terror has ſeized upon the whole; com. 
merce and induſtry are ſuſpended, and even the * 
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2 of piety are no longer ſafe from the murdering madneſs 
ewe mob. And yet, firs, it is not indigence alone that 
produced all theſe unhappy effects. It is well known 
. the ſeaſon promiſes a ſpeedy and bountiful ſupply of 
nia, that the beneficence of his majeſty has exerted iiſelf 
5 in every poſſible manner to ſupply the wants of his ſub- 
. kefts; that the rich have now, more than at any former 
=» period, participated their fortune wich the poor. And is it 
5 polhdle thatat this epocha,when the national repreſentation 
more numerous, more enlightened, more reſpeQable 
han it has ever been; when the union of all the mem- 
bers of the aſſembly in one and the ſame body, when 
ue cloſe connection of principle and of mutual confi- 
dence between them and his majeſty, leave no reſource 
WW whatcver to the enemies of the public proſperity ; is it 
W poſſible, I ſay, that means ſo numerous and ſo powerful 
WE {ould prove inadequate to remedy the evils that attack 
bs on every ſide? You have very juſtly thought that a 
wiſe conſtitution is, and ought to be the principle of 
happineſs to this empire. His majeſty waits with the 
moſt lively impatience the reſult of your labours, and 
he has charged us to preſs you to accelerate your plans; 
but the preſent circumſtances require and demand pre- 
[cautions and meaſures of a more inſtantaneous and more 

active operation. They demand that you ſhould take 
de moſt prompt means to repreſs thegunbridled love of 
ollage, and to deſtroy the confidence of impunity in 
: guilt, that you ſhould reſtore to the public force the au- 
bority which it has loſt. A force authorized by you 

aan never become dangerous, but an armed diſorder will 
become every day more and more deſtruttive. Conſi. 
[ers *Y that a contempt of the exiſting lau menaces f 
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the laws that are to ſucceed in their room; the licentiou 


neſs is an enemy to all law. You will reform, no douhy, 


and thoſe of his majeſty, to re-eſtabliſh civil order, ad 
to reſtore the execution of the laws. His majeſty re, 


into execution through the whole extent of his domini 
ons. It was proper, firs, in the firſt place, to lay befor 
you the general ſubverſion of the public police; it vn 
proper to requeſt that you would put in practice all de 
means in your power to reſtore the public order. Ile 
virtuous miniſter, whom the king has reſtored to you 
viſhes hom he has reſtored to your regrets and your 
eſteem, will now ſhew you, under a new face, the fatal 
 effetts of thoſe djforders ; will lay before you the attual 
Mate of the finance of this country. You will ſee tht 
the delays of payment, and in many places the non pa. 
ment of taxes, have occaſioned a void in the royal ues 
ſury, or rather in that of the ſtate, for the king makes u 
diltinQtion between his own treaſure and that of the u. 
tion; and when his neceſlities are made known to o 
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ſpirit wiſhes to withdraw itſelf from the power of the 
laws, not becauſe they are bad, but becauſe licentiouſ 


the abuſes that have crept into the laws—you will bring 
to-perfeftion the rules of political proceſs; the military 
power will become, as it ought to be, more formidable 
to the enemy, more uſeful for the maintenance of pub. 
lic order, and leſs dangerous to the liberty of the ſub, 
ze. But till ſuch time as your wiſdom has produced 
theſe great and deſirable reformations, neceſſity, an ui 
gent neceſſity, demands the concurrence of your efforts 


lies with ſecurity on the wiſdom of the reſolutions whic 
you will come to on this fubjett ; he is eager to gie 
them his royal ſanttion, and to cauſe them to be carried 
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you cannot refuſe ſupplies, without ſhaking, in a conſi- : 
gerable degree, the fortunes of the ſubjetts, and even 
MF organization of the body politic. Your conſtitu- 
cats, it is true, did flatter themſelves that the conſtitu- 
tion would have been brought to maturity before it | 
ſhould be neceſſary to employ you in the impoſition . 
taxes, or even in the raifing a loan; but they alſo wiſhed | 
that you ſhould ſupport the 2 95 credit, and that you 1 
ſhould reject with indignation every meaſure that tended 
bo wcaken a confidence in public ſecurity. The time, 
- irs, is come, when an imperious neceſſity ſeems to com- 
WT mand you; and you have already manifeſted the ſpirit 
WE by which you are animated, by continuing the eſtabliſh- 
ea uses, and by placing the creditors of the ſtate under 
be protection of French loyalty and honour. The : 
WS king, firs, requeſts that you will take into conſideration 1 
dis importam object, in which it is his wiſh never to | | 
ve an intereſt ſeparate from yours. With a ſrank- | 
WT ics qual to the confidence which he repoſes in you, 
WT bc wiſhes that nothing ſhould be hidden from your fight. 
HH defires, in fine, that, participating his anxieties, you 
bold unite your efforts with his, to reſtore energy to 
be public force, activity to the legal power, and to the 
— 4 public monies their neceſſary and legitimate currency. 
d ve, firs, whom you have ſo highly honoured by 
your approbation ; we who are miniſters of a king who 
viſnes only to make one with his people; we who are 
reſponſible to the king and to the nation for our councils 
and our adminiſtration; we who are ſtrictly united by 
our affection for the belt of kings; by our reciprocel 
ooofdence in each other; by our zeal for the wellure 
Jof France; and by our faithful attachment to the max- 
Vor. I. 8 8 ims 
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ims laid down by you, we come to rocks the enligh. 
ened aſſiſtance of this aſſembly to preſerve the naig 


from the evils that already afflict it, and from thole du 


threaten in an invaſion.” 
The archbiſhop having concluded his animated al 


dreſs, M. Neckar roſe to make a ſpeech on the ſubject 
ol the thirty millions of livres. 


M. NECKAR's SPEECH FOR A LOAN OF THIRTY 
MILLIONS: 
66 Sis, 
„] lay before you che ti ſtate of the finances, 


100 the indiſpenſible neceſſity of finding immediate 
reſources. On my return to the miniſtry, there were 


only 400,000 francs, in money or bills, in the roy 


treaſury ; the deficit between the revenues and the or. 
nary expences of the ſtate was enormous, and the ope 
rations prior to that period had deſtroyed totally the 
public credit. Under the preſſure of theſe difficulticy 
it was neceſſary to condutt affairs without trouble « 
convulſion, till the period ſhould arrive when the ns 
tional afſembly, having taken into conſideration the 
fate of affairs, ſhould reſtore tranquillity to the nation, 
and eſtabliſh on a permanent foundation the govert- 
ment of this country. That period was procrallinated 
beyond ourexpectation; and, mean while, extraordinay 
expences, and unexpected diminutions in the produce 
of the revenues, have augmented the embarraſlment a 
our finance. The immenſe ſuccours in grain which ie 
king was obliged to procure for his people, bave oc 
ſioned not only conſiderable advances, but have allo 


cauſed a very great loſs; becauſe the king 1 
8 a 
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ſell this grain at the price at which it was purchaſed, 
| vithout exceeding the ability of the people, and by that 
| means exciting a ſpirit of tumult and revolt. Public 
diſorder, however, continued to increaſe, and pillages 


able to repreſs, At length the general miſery, and the 
deſctt of labour, obliged his majeſty to iſſue out ſuc- 
| cours of immenſe magnitude. Extraordinary works 
and manufatures were eſtabliſhed about Paris, merely 
with a view of giving employment to a multitude of 
people who could not get work otherways; and the. 
number of theſe had encreaſed in ſuch a manner, that, at 
| this moment, they amount to upwards of 12,000 men, 
W The king pays them twenty ſous per day; an expence 
independent of the coſt of tools, and of the ſalaries of 
the ſuperintendants. I will not take up your time by 
the detail of other extraordinary expences which the ne- 
ceſſity of the times has occaſioned; but I muſt not omit 
| to give you an account of a circumſtance of the greateſt 
moment; that is, the palpable diminution of the reve- 
nue, and the daily progreſs of that evil. The price of 
[ſalt has been reduced one half, by conſtraint, in the 
diſtriets of Caen and Alengon ; and this diſorder begins 
to pravail in Maine. The ſale of illegal ſalt and tobacco 
is carried on by convoys, and by open force in a part 
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Soiſſonois, and the diſtri of Paris, begin to feel the 
lame diſorder. All the barriers of the capital are not 
yet re-eſtabliſhed ; and one only being open, is ſufficient 
bo occaſion a great loſs to the revenue. The recovery 
| of the droits d'aides is ſubjected to much oppoſition, 


S 3 and 


| were daily committed, which the public force was un- 


of Lorraine, of Trois Eveches, and of Picardie, &c. 


| The offices have been pillaged, the regiſters diſperſed, 


Wot nes; > r ORD Pen ae a 


132 SKETCH OF THE. 


and the collection of the tax has been ſtopped or ſuſ 
pended in many places; every day, in ſhort, bring 
with it ſome new diſaſter. Delays are alſo experience 
in the payment of tazlles of the vingtiemes (twentieth, 
and of the capitation tax, inſomuch that the receiyey 
general and the collectors of the ſaille are reduced ty 
the laſt extremity, and ſeveral of them are unable ty 
make good the conditions of their contract. I hay 
therefore, firs, no doubt that you will feel the neceſſi 
of examining, without a moment's delay, the ſtate which 
I preſent you of the ſuccour indiſpenſibly neceſſary i 
prevent a ſuſpenſion of payment; and the king make 
no doubt that you will then give your ſanttion tothe 
loan which the ſecurity of the public engagements de. 
mands, as well as the indiſpenfible expences for th 
ſpace of two months; a ſpace of time that will ſuffcy 
if not to finiſh, at leaſt to advance greatly the gloriow 
buſineſs in which you are engaged; to eſtabliſh a pens 
nent coalition, ſuch as France had reaſon to expett fron 
yourenlightenedzeal, and fromthe juſt and beneficentdl- 
_ polition of his majeſty, It is probable that with ru 
MILLIONS It will be poſſible to ſupply the public neceſ 
ſity during the abovementioned period; but there is 
time to be loſt to procure this ſum. It will not, in . 
opinion, be neceſſary to endeavour to obtain credit by 
holding out the lure of exorbitant intereſt ; it is not fron 
the hands of frigid ſpeculation that we muſt expect ſil 
ance in the preſent ſituation of affairs, but from che gene 
rous and patriotic ſentiment of Frenchmen, and that ſen 
timent would ſpurn at the idea of accepting more than ti 
uſual intereſt. 1 will, therefore, firs, propole, that te 
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2 loan ſhall be raiſed ſimply at five per cent. for a twelve- 
Vonch, to be reimburſed to the lender at the next meet- 
T4 ing of the ſtates-general after that period. That this re- 


iaburſement ſhall be placed in the firſt line of the ar- 


rangements which you will make for the eſtabliſhment 
ofa ſinking fund. But as it is highly probable, that in 
conſequence of your wiſe regulations, the affairs of the 
nation in general, and eſpecially the finance, may arrive 
n high degree of proſperity ; and as five per cent. 


2 | will then become a very conſiderable intereſt, I propoſe, 
br the advantage of the lender, that the ſum borrowed 


gau not be reimburſed without his conſent. 1 pro- 
EZ poſe that this loan ſhall be in bills, payable to the bearer, 
or in contracts, as the lender ſhall think fit. I propoſe 
WE that a liſt ſhall be made out of all who ſhall ſubſcribe 
Z | to this patriotic loan; and that this liſt ſhall be commu- 
| nicated to the national aſſembly, and preſerved, if you 

dlink proper, in your. regiſters. Vou cannot, firs, re- 
WE uſe your ſanftion to this loan. Inſtructions, no doubt, 
| from many of your conſtituents, demand that the conſti- 
lution ſhould be formed before you give your conſent 
to any tax or loan; but was it poſſible to foreſee the 


cdiſficulties that have retarded your endeavours? Was it 


W poſſible to foreſee the unprecedented revolution that has 
alen place in the courſe of three weeks? Your conſli- 
| kuents would exclaim, if they could make themſelves 
heard in this aſſembly, © Save the ſtate, ſave our coun- 
| try; for our repoſe, for our welfare you are accounta- 

ble!” And how much, firs, are you accountable at this 
moment to your country—at this moment that govern- 
ment has loſt totally its power, and that you alone poſ- 
ſel ſome means to reſilt the tempeſt ! As for me, I have 
fulfilled 
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fulfilled my taſk; 1 have put in your hands the ko- 
ledge of affairs; and whatever mode you may chuſe i 
adopt, I ſhall think it my duty to reſpect your opinig, 
and to give you, to the laſt moment of my life, even 
proof of zeal and of attachment to your ſervice, l 
muſt be confeſſed, that in the midſt of the trouble 
which agitate this nation, the ſucceſs of the loan is by ny 
means aſcertained. A firſt loan, however, guarantee 
by the repreſentatives of a nation the molt attached i 
the laws of honour, and the richeſt in Europe, cannot 
poſſibly excite any real diffidence in the lender. 1ti 
obvious alſo, that, independent of the generous and pa 
triotic ſentiments which ſhould favour the ſucceſs d 
this loan, there are many motives of policy ſufficient to 
determine men of property to ſubſcribe. It is plan 
that every one has an intereſt to prevent public conf 
ſion, and to give you time to digeſt and to carry your 
plans into effect. Ah! firs, how neceſſary, how prel. 
ing is that duty become! You are witneſs to the diſc: 
ders that prevail in every part of the kingdom. Thoſe 
diforders will increaſe, if you do not ſpeedily apply: 
ſalutary and a ſaving band. The materials of the ſtruc 
ture muſt not be diſperſed or deſtroyed at a time thi 
the ableſt architects are employed in forming the delign 
Notwithſtanding the evils that preſs us on all ſides, the 
kingdom remains entire, and the affociation of your 
talents and abilities will ſoon reſtore the ſtate to more 
than wonted vigour ; and raiſe the nation to a degree oſ 
proſperity at which it has never yet arrived. Let wo. 
body, therefore, neither in this aſſembly, nor in this n. 
tion, be diſcouraged : the king is ſenſible of the truth 
. the king wiſhes the welfare of his ſubjetts; his ſubjeti 
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Z have preſerved for his perſon an affedtion which the re- 
WS oration of public tranquillity will fortify and augment. 
le us chen, firs, give ourſelves up to this happy pro- 
. ſpett, One day, perhaps, amidſt the ſweets of a wiſe 
z 4 well tempered ſyſtem of liberty, and of a confidence 
E uncqualled by the, clouds of ſuſpicion, the French na- 
bon will cfface from her memory this ſeaſon of calamity, 
ad in the enjoyment of bleſſings which ſhe ſhall owe to 
our generous efforts, ſhe will never ſeparate from her 
WS gratitude the name of a monarch on whom, in your af- 
WE {cction, you bave beſtowed ſo glorious a title.” 

Alter M. Neckar had expoſed the urgent occaſion for 
E: money to carry forward the new government, a com- 
WE mittce was appointed under the title of, Un Commaltee 
Z | Preparatoire, to get ready, and in proper order, ſuch 
WE fnancial accounts as were of merge to be laid before 
be aſſembly. 

= The members were firſt to offer congraicatadons to 
the king, on the ſatisfattion the aſſembly derived from 


I che appointment of his new miniſters, and to announce 


bc union that was likely to ariſe from it. 


| The Addreſs delivered to the King by a Member of the 
Prcharalive Commillee, in Demonſtration of this ex- 
pefted Reunion. 


© Sing, 


A „The national aſſembly bring to your majeſty an 
gering truly worthy of your heart. It is a monument 
WT '4ilcd by the patriotiſm and generoſity of all your peo- 
c. The privileges, the particular rights, the diſtinc- 
tions injurious io the public good, have diſappeared. 
| Provinces, cities, eccleſiaſties, nobles, commons, all 
: | have 
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have abandoned their ancient uſages, even with more 
joy than vanity itſelf ever ardently claimed them. You 


to give up life for the intereſts of the nation, and of thei 


tional aſſembly ſhould unice itſelf with your majeſty for 
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have in emulation made the moſt noble ſacrifices. 41 


ſee none now before you, fire, but Frenchmen obedien WM 
to the ſame laws, governed by the ſame principles, x 
netrated by the fame ſentiments, and all equally ready 


king. Shall not this ſpirit, ſo noble and pure, be yet - 
more animated by the expreſſion of your confidence, 
by the affecting promiſe of that conſtant and amicable 
harmony which, till now, but few of our kings have af 
certained to their ſubjects, but which your majeſty feel 
that F renchmen ſo truly deſerve. Your choice, fire, 
offers to the nation miniſters that they themſelves pre. 
ſented to you. It is from among the depoſitories of 
the public intereſts that you have choſen the depoſito- 
rics of your authority. You are deſirous that the ns. 


the re-eſtabliſhment of public order and general tra 
quillity. You ſacrifice to the good of the people your 
perſonal pleaſures. Accept then, fire, our reſpetfil 
acknowledgment, the homage of our love, and bear in 
all ages the only title that can add to the dignity of royal 
majeſty—the title that our unanimous acclamations 
have decreed you ru RE-ESTABLISHER or Gl 
LIC LIBERTY.” 


A RUMOUR AGAINST THE ENGLISH- 

A little before this period a rumour was ſpread 
through France, that attempts had been made to ſet tie 
dock yard at Breſt on fire, and that ſome Engliſhmen 
were at the bottom ol the ſcheme. This report made 
le 
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the Engliſh reſidents in France, and even the Engliſh 
| viſitors in Paris, very uneaſy. They therefore applied 
co the Engliſh ambaſſador to do away the aſperſion, and 
| he did communicate with the miniſter on the occaſion 3 
but as he was now recalled, and about to leave that capi- 
tal, he thought it proper to addreſs a ſecond letter to the 
miniſter for foreign affairs, with the view of preventing 
any jealouſy or ſuſpicion that his departure might occa- 
non, and thereby endanger the continuance of that ami- 
ty which the F rench were > defirous to preſerye with the 


| Britiſh enum; OE, 3 


The Attolag 4 1 tb Hatt f Dorſers Tiber 2 Cont 
| Montmorin, and which, in Compliance” with his A 
Grace's Requeſt, the Count ſent to the Prefillent me. 
National Aſembly, "n one 2 1 wad pun.” e's weye — 
read as follows: 8 = 
66 Sin, 1 | 1 75. e ath Aug. 

The Engliſh e intreats me again to wks | 
= known to the national aſſembly a leiter which he has 
written to me. As this letter is the ſequel of that which 
I had the honour to communicate to the aſſembly laſt 
week by the organ of their preſident, I took the orders 
of his majeſty, who. authoriſed. me to o ſolloꝛ the fame 
ſcourſe with Ai, , 21d bas vai ns | oe? 


I have the 8 to 3 with reſgett, 
Mr. Preſident, 
"Won you! humble and obedient ſervant, 
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Leter FRE Uh Dule of Dena Ambaſſador pe Eng. 


land, to M. le Comte de Montmorin, Secretary 9 
State for the Department of Foreign Affairs. 


0 Mie Sis  - : Paris, Aug. g, 178g. 
« My court, to which 1 gave an account of the letter 
that I had the honour to write to your excellency on the 


26th of July, and which you had the goodneſs to con. 
municate to the national aſſembly, has, by a diſpaich a 
the 31ſt ult. which I have received this inſtant, not onh 
approved of my condutt, but ſpecially authorized me i 


expreſs again to you, in the moſt poſitive terms, the a. 
dent deſire of his Britannic majeſty, and his miniſter, 
to cultivate and encourage the friendſhip and harmony 
which ſubſiſt ſo happily between the two nations, 


& It is ſo much the more pleaſant to me to announce 


to you theſe renewed aſſurances of harmony and good 
underſtanding, as it cannot fail but that the greateſt good 
may reſult from a permanent friendſhip between the tw 


nations. And that it is to be deſired ſtill the more, a 
nothing can contribute ſo much to the tranquillity d 


Europe, as the co-operation of theſe two powers. 

I ſhall be obliged to you to communicate to the 
preſident of the national aſſembly, this confirmation a 
the ſentiments of the king and his miniſters. 

5 have the honour to be, very lincerely, 
I: 
© Your excellency's very humble 
And obedient ſervant, 


Dos | 
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| The important proceedings of the national aſſembly 
were every day interrupted by diſpatches from the 
different magiſtrates of provinces, and communicated 
through the king's miniſters, detailing the particulars of 
enormities committed in their juriſdiction, ſome by per- 
ſons who appeared to have nothing but plunder in view; 
others, irritated from the apprehenſion of wanting 
= cad, broke into the houſes and chateaus of the rich, 
ere, if they happened to find a ſtore or reſerve of 
com and flour, they executed that ſummary kind of 
Vengeance on the owners, which the civil officers, even 
= with che military at their fide, were not able to prevent. 


| The king was adviſed to iſſue the following « ordi. 
nance, with the view to allay thoſe diſorders ſpreading f 
UW faſt over r the whole country. „ | 


ORDINANCE. BY THE KING, Ln vel 


His majeſty is informed that ſeyeral troops of 5g 
ber have aſſembled in different parts of the kingdom; 
chat they have plundered the inhabitants i in ſeveral diſ- 
trifts, attacked the houſes of many noblemen, carrying 
away their records, and committing many enormities. 
His majeſty finds himſelf under the neceſſity of de. 
claring, that ſuch atis of violence excited his utmoſt in- 
We {gnation ; and therefore enjoins all thoſe charged with 
be execution of his orders, to uſe every expedition in 
WT (cir power to put a ſtop to ſuch horrid eee and 
bang the offenders to juſtice. 
His majeſty cannot ſee, without the ane con- 
em, the troubles which now pervade his kingdom— 
[troubles excited, for ſome time paſt, by ill deſigning per- 
| lons, who circulated falſe reports throughout the coun. 
"+ 0 | try 
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try, with the view, by exciting alarms; to engage te in. 
Labitants of the villages to take up arms. 

„% His majeſty orders all the commanders of bes pro- 

een watch ah IN Og ak the! utmok 


vigilanco. 


His 3 cautions . faithful ſabjets- not tg 
liſten to the artful ſuggeſtions of ſuch wicked and deſign. 
ing people; he invites all faithful citizens to oppoſe 
with their utmoſt ſtrength, the continuance of a diſtur. 
bance, which otherwiſe muſt prove the ſcandal and the 
_ reproach of France, and which muſt counteratt thoſe be 
nevolent intentions with which the king and the reprs 
ſentatives of the people are animated for the advance. 
ment of the happineſs and proſperity of the kingdom. 
It is his majeſty's further will and pleaſure, tha 
this ordinance be printed and proclaimed in all public 
* and read in the different churches. N 


None at Verſailles, * Loui 


JV 


N 0 Cans had this . or bene been 
publiſhed, than accounts ſtill more dreadful arrive 
in which it was ſtated, that a great number of royal and 
other game-keepers had been hanged up for refuſing i | 
allow the farmers and harveſt men to kill game on 
their own grounds. This they were forbidden to do 
the ſeignorial and feudal laws, but which were concelv- 
ed to be virtually repealed by the new order of thing, 
On this occaſion the king was adviſed to iſſue the fo 
lowing ordinance the very day after the foray 
been e | 


e291 ; „ on. 


97 8 n rr 
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ORDINANCE THE SECOND. 


« His majeſty, always diſpoſed to ſacrifice his own 
WW intereſt to that of his ſubjetts, agrees to the ſuppreſſion 
Wo! all cariranaries (i. e. the government of caſtles) ; 
1 but his majeſty finds it neceſſary, for the maintenance of 
order, and the preſervation of private property, to take 
be moſt efficacious meaſures to prevent any perſon 
om intruding, under pretence of hunting, upon the 
Wrights of another. To this end his majeſty forbids all 
Wpcrſons from entering any field unreaped, or from 
Vence the corn has not been carried off, under pretence 
et hunting, or following game, thereby deſtroying the 
# crop, under the 5 of being puniſhed with the utmoſt 
5 Ii gour. 

Hi majeſty further orders all the officers and 
oards of his capitanaries to continue in poſſeffion of 
ei authority, for the ſole purpoſe of protetling the 
Wharveſt, in conjunRtion with the Marechauſees, and the 
ſilices, Bourgeoiſes, and the regular troops, all of 
boom are commanded to render every aſſiſtance to che 
E requeſt of the officers of pore. 15 


Done at Verſailles, ee G9 . 4 
Aug. 10, 1789. : | 


= The dcliberations of the afſembly on the conſtitu- 
on continued to be interrupted by provincial dif- 

Wpatches, informing of riots and murders ; indeed it did 

not appear poſſible to form a ſyſtem of legiſlature until 

the civil power ſhould be put into Rp ens. like order 
and organization, 

Bees, ay” $ poſt furniſhed freſh Imelligence from the 

various 
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various provinces of the horrible diſorder and licentiouf 
neſs which univerſally prevailed, infomuch that the de. 
puties found it indiſpenſibly neceſſary to make them the 
previous ſubject of their conſideration; and the 1. 
eſtabliſhment of peace and good order was now the 6 fu 
| objekt of the national aſſembly. | | 
Paris itſelf was not under the maſt regular goyen, 
ment at this period. Though the monarch had leſs a, 
thority i in the city, it was not leſs domineered; for the 
rich of the ſeveral ſections exerted a very undue inf 
ence over their fellow citizens. It might indeed be 
: ſaid, that the ſixty ſeftions within. the juriſdiQion d 0 
Paris exhibited the picture of ſixty litile republic 3 
They all had the ſame wants, but they were not in unio 
as to the means of ſatisfying them. They preſented the 
figure of a man, whoſe two hands, whoſe two fe, 
and whoſe every member of his body ſhould have adi 
| ferent. inclination ; inſomuch that when one foot would 
wiſh to walk, the other would inſiſt on ſtanding ll 
when the ſtomach ſhould deſire food, the throat ſhoull 
ſhut its paſſage. bis is the repreſentation of the ciy 
of Paris and its government, while a few ariſtocrat 
men led their ſeftions as by ſo many ſtrings. The lor 
of power in the wealthy citizens had cm an aſcend 
ancy over the love of country. þ 
The mayor, however, ſet about eſtabliſhing an 0. 

derly municipal government ; and by a well arranged 
confederacy of the ſettions, converged the authority i 
the town houſe, which was filled by a mayor, and tow 
or grand. council, with two deputies from each ſetlioh 
making a common council of 120 members. 


Men the flame of liberty js lighted, up, the hop 
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ed as the common enemy. Every man who had in any 
ial degree aſſiſted the views of the former miniſ- 
rs was either purſued or menaced, and many of this 
claſs fled with what valuable property and moveables they 


ſhort time with armed auxiliaries, to make thety MO 
5 perſecutors repent of their violences. 
[- The encroachments of tyrannic power are Glen and 
ao; they eſcape the common eye in their progreſs, 
Wand they do not ſhock even the moſt diſcerning; they 
her fill the mind with ſerious preſages, and the heart 
ich dejection. On the contrary, when the democratic 
EY IH breaks forth, and gains the aſcendancy, it'is for a 


3 itſelf; nor is the rage occaſioned by the reflettions of 
* ſufferings effectually allayed, but by exhauſtion. - 
it was foreſeen at this time, by the-courſe the emi- 


rin cabinet at court, that the emperor would, on 
be firſt fair opportunity, endeavour to extinguiſh the fire 
of French liberty. The beſt politicians of the country 
bad, however, very little ſear of any thing he could do, 
WE cl} knowing that the forces which are raiſed under the 
WE banners of liberty and patriotiſm, are equal to all the 
mies in the world when commanded by the creatures 


We of deſpotiſm. It was, perhaps, a fortunate circumſtance, 
Wy otvithſtanding, for the infant liberty of France, that 
de Imperial cabinet was at this time not diſtinguiſhed 
br its firmneſs and fortitude in politics of intricacy. 
AF The young Hercules had, by this means, time to gro- 
to 


. thy ſpreads from ſoul to ſoul, and deſpotiſm is conſider- : 


Could take along with them, threatening to retum in a 


WT certain time reſtrained by no barriers ; it will avenge | 


z grants took, and by the condu@t of what was called the 


5 
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to that vigour, which we have ſeen equal to the tel, 
ance of two thirds of all Europe. ? 

The national aſſembly appeared to be more una 
mous in the eſtabliſhing a conſtitutional liberty than th 
moſt ſanguine friends of freedom could have expette 
The point which divided the ſentiments of the memben 
at this period was, about the means which ſhould 
adopted for repreſſing the licentious outrages in the py, 
vinces, which drove not merely. the bittereſt ariſtocry 
out of the country, but the moſt opulent families in th 
villages to take refuge in the great cities. Lyons, a 
this occaſion, was reſorted to by above five hundrl 
families, which were before ſcattered over that pa 
of France..  - 

One portion of the members was for e ee 
rigorous police, and inveſting the municipal offcen 
with an augmented power for this particular exigence: 
the other expreſſed fear for the non-attainment of the 
main object of purſuit, ſhould they ſearch too rigorouſ 
:Jy into the ſecret ſources of all the outrages which had 
been committed, and that it might be attended with dan 
ger to the very popularity of the aſſembly, by exciting 
ſuſpicions that they were not ſeriouſly diſpoled to c 
the people at large juſtice againſt their enemies. 

The royal proclamations, however, being known 
have the concurrent ſandtion of the national aſſembly 
produced a very good effect for a time. Except a 
Chalons, where, on the ſcore of removing a conſiderable 
quantity of grain and flour, a partial inſurre&tion took 
place, no report of any tumule had been heard of tor 
ene des, 9 8 


* 
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u. Cirnmont Townent's prefidency commenced 
7 by an ordinance ſent from the king for adminiſtering 
ber oath to the ſoldiery, as ſuggeſted by the national 
enbiy. And as great anxiety was felt by the troops 
or what might be the conſequence of their late irregular 
Wc ondutt, a great number of them being in priſon for 
W.cſcrtion, &c. this ordinance contained a general am- 
neſty, directing the high admiral and admiralties to fet 
en ſuch ſoldiers at liberty, ordering that they forthwith 
= ſhould 3 join their reſpective corpo. The ſame 7 
5 was extended to ſ emen. 1 et 
The form of the officers' oath, 3 e or 
WT naval, was as follows: We ſwear to continue faithful to 
WE hc 47108, to the x1NG, and to the Law, and never 
o cmploy thoſe under our command but at the requeſt | 
or the municipal and civil officers.” The private ſol- 
den or {ailors' oath was: “ We ſwear never to quit 
W our colours; to be true to the xaTroN, to the KING, 
WS and to the LAW, and to conform ourſelves to the mili- 
WS tary diſcipline.” . 
W By way of drawing the court 52 the afſembly into 
We * cloſer union, or at leaſt of gaining every advangage, 
buch an apparent union would afford, the latter paſſed 
an arret? for waiting upon the King in a body, congra- 
wvulating him on the late revolution, and propoſing to 
bear together a Te deum, or prayer of thankſgiving for 
What happy event. This ſolemn ceremony took place, 
Ws at which the KING, QUEEN, MONSI zURg and the prin- 
eeſſes aſſiſted, 2 5 


This apparent cordiality kighly llattered he 9 
riends of the revolution; it appeared as if nothing more 
vere wanting to the completion of the work begun, 


Vo |S | U | than 
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than the duration of this harmony for a ſhort time. 
proviſion had been mace for the temporary embarr; 
ments of the treaſury; Neckar himſelf having advance 
a very conſiderable ſum, and other rich men a 
bankers had patriotically followed his example. The 

and ayocation of the national aſſembly, it was there. 
fore hoped, would meet with no material inter 


ruption. 


The following cheiler letter to the army in genen 
was approved of by the aſſembly, under whoſe join 
ſanktion it was e to 8 ar 1 com. 


manders. 
TE KING's ATFECTIONATE LETTER 10 Hs ARMY 


« Brave warriors ! the new obligations which I hav 
to impoſe upon you, together with the national aſſembly, 
will not certainly be diſpleaſing to you, fince I neve 
will employ my power but in the ſupport of the law 
and in defence of the intereſt of the nation. 
The officers who commanded my troops, and have 
always enjoyed my confidence, muſt ſee with the flrong 
eſt impreſſion, as well as myſelf, the neceſſity there is i 
the preſent moment for the exertion of e force 
to maintain the public order. 5 
The greateſt ſervice which I can at this time expel 
from my ſoldiers is, that they will zealouſly unite then 
ſelves with all good citizens to ſuppreſs theſe robbery 
who, not contented with ſpreading confuſion in my king 
dom, endeavoured to pervert the minds of my faith 
ſubjetls, exerting every artifice to induce them to jon 
in their violence, and partake of their plunder. 
Honour ought certainly to make an eſſential poi 

: in 


* 


3 ment my ſoldiers have always acknowledged. 
aan bas ever been my wiſh to render the fituation of 
Wy troops better than it has been. 


Z ſtanding the ſituation of my finances; and I hope, in a 
ade time, that the eſtabliſhment of order will furniſh 
e vith the means of entirely fulfilling my expectations: 
- 1 ſee, with a real ſatisfaction, that all the deputies of 
the new aſſembly are united in ſentiment. 

have given orders to the miniſter of. war to at- 
oa moſt particularly to every part of the military diſ- 
EG ciplinc, and to reconcile, as much as may be, the deſires 
uc troops with the good of the ſervice. : 
er, that 1 eſteem their affeftion as invaluable, 

II ſhall not heſitate to demand it, in the name of 


Vun, for ages back, and in the midſt of dangers, have 
oer ceaſed to protect, to love, and to admire. Reſt 
| hen upon my W as I 3 upon your fidelity. 


Lovis“ 


H | The national aſſembly Sought this a proper time to 
inguiſn, by ſome token of regard, the conquerors of 
e baſtille, It therefore decreed them a medal with the 
loving device: 


cr of che guards, the pileum, or cap of liberty, and 
a with 


66 I began to attempt it from the laſt year, notwith- 


6 1 ſincerely deſire to prove to the officers and ſol- 


Whole ſentiments which I have ever entertained, and in 
Wc name (if it be neceſſary) of my anceſtors, whom 


| On one fide was repreſented the city of Paris, under 
| the form of Minerva; the emblem of bravery and wile 
om ſupporting with one hand, in concert with a grena- 
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in the rewards of warriors, and the inflience of that ſen- | 
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with the other 1 preſenting bim with the medi 
Under their feet were repreſented extinguiſhed torches 


ſerpents, and other emblems of treachery and crime, 
The ægis of Minerva bore: the arms of the 1570 On 
the reverſe was the following legend: 


PATRIA 9 8 80 
Aenne 
Hoc, & fœderis pignus 
Suis commilitonibus 
Grati cives decreverunt 
Parifii is anno primo libertatis. 


The national aſſembly decreed a medallion to cache 


its members, repreſentatively commemorative of the 
union of themſelves with the king on the 4th of Augult, 
The device was on one fide the buſt of the K IN, wit 
flowing locks, and in his royal robes, with this legend: 
Louis XVI. xzsTORER or FRENCH LIBERTY, ON 
the other were repreſented the national aſſembly before 
the altar of the country, making the ſacrifice of all thei 
privileges; at the foot of the altar were titles and cha. 
ters torn and trampled under foot. The ground of the 
medal preſented a multitude of ſpectators, and the legend 
was: Feodalite abolie, or abolition to the feudal ſyſtem, 


REPORT OY A RIOT IN NORMANDY. 


| While the national aſſembly was occupying itſelf o 
the affairs of Givet and Charlemont, which had ſent de- 
puties to implore its interpoſition againſt their mag. 


trates, who allowed the inhabitants to expire for want of | 


252752 diſ 2 8 75 arrived, that Rouen had thrown off iu 
ſub- 
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. he dion to the general uill. Upon e calm inveſtiga, 
bon, however, into the affair, it did not turn out ſo bad 
. cxpcaicd. It appeared chat Rouen, partaking of the 
aeral diſtreſs, from a ſcarcity of grain, had withdrawn 
Lom a bulk or cargo juſt imported, and conſigned to 
: Paris, a certain quantity for its own ſubſiſtence, alledg. 
WS; that, without having done this, the inhabitants of the 
. 1 place muſt have been abſolutely famiſhed; as its neigh- 
SS ourhood does not grow a third part of its conſumption, 
nd that it has always been obliged to depend upon what 
oY it drew by ſea for its ſupport. The town council of 
bers, when informed of what Rouen had done, thun- 
ecered a ſpeedy vengeance for the freedom it had exer- 
Wc iſcd on the ſupplies conſigned to that city); on which 
+ Rouen retorted, as well in its own name, as that of other 
WWprovincial towns, concluding thus: “ The provincial 
ons will never acknowledge the pretended ſuperiority | 
Wo! the capital, That an ariſtocracy in cities is as hate- 
las an ariſtocracy in men. That Paris would always 
bund in need of Rouen; whereas the latter had no oc- 
aon for the ſervices of Paris, and therefore it ſhould 
Wc ontinue to do whatever it thought moſt conducive to 
W's own intereſt.” The early interpoſition of the afſem- 
h in recommending a fraternal explanation, and point- 
WW" out the abſolute neceſſity of mutual ſupport of, and 
erendance on one another, a ſchiſm ſo much appre- 
ended was prevented. 5 ng 
= \ben the different articles of the declaration of the 
E Fights of man and citizens had been diſcuſſed one by 
e, voted, and ordered to be printed and hung up in 
ge frames over the chimney-pieces of the public build- 
85 and offices, M. Mou x 1sx moyed to proceed to the = 
FG" 
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conſideration of the new ſorm of conſtitution, alledging 
that the public creditor was anxious to fee the found 
tion laid for a permanent government. The urgency 
ſpeedily taking up this important matter was perceive 
by the memoir of M. Neckar, who ſaid, he ſhould he 
obliged to apply in a few Or for 8 e wor 
of money. 


The aſſembly was in fa EET in the Pep 
work of the conſtitution, in eſtabliſhing the ſeparation 


and diſtinction of the legiſlative from the executie 
powers, when the miniſter of finance appeared vi: 
ſecond memorial for the granting further ſupplies, as the 
armies were alledged to be attended with greater en. 
pence than was foreſeen, owing to its irregular condr 
tion, and the informal returns ſince i its late diforganiza. 
tion. M. Neckar gave no favourable idea of publi 
credit, and leſt-room to believe that the former thiry 
millions had not been obtained ſo eaſily as might have 
been expected, from the ſilence obſerved on the meaſure, 
He openly declared to the aſſembly, that the fluttuating 
ſtate of the government gave room to apprehend, tha 
its actual neceſſities could not long be provided for by 
the means hitherto thought of, and concludes his memoir 
thus: + The public credit muſt be revived ; the ſurel 
foundation for this will be to ſecure the national fe. 
ſources, and expoſe their ſolidity to the common eye 
This can be done in no way ſo effeQtual as to apportion 
the public expence to the public revenue. The receipt 
of the principal revenues of the kingdom are fuſpendel 
at this juntture, from the late ſhocks; the deſirable 
equilibrium can only be gained by making the public 


Sogn reſpeticd ; to this end I exhort the national al- 
Ten 


3 
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| . ſembly to 8 prompt and adequate means.“ This 
| + ſpeech had a very good effect on the aſſembly, 4 on 
1 the people; the public funds roſe two per cent. on the 
WE fon, and many of the provinces,” as well as Tou- 
ine in particular, diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 
arotſm in paying! thair nnen fix months in 
#1 "The enticed n Fo 580 M. 8 on 
J - the finance, M. MouNIER moved to take into conſider- 
on the frlt articles of the new form of conſtitution, 
Which are to diſti eee he eg . ow EXECU= 
= i ue OY „„ | | 1 


. 
25 5 1 * 1 * x 


Wis 4515 07 4 CONSTITUTION BEGUN TO BE LAID: 
, ſoon as the urgent, but temporay ſubjebts, which 
Wd occupied the attention of the aſſembly, were diſ- 
| 5 poſed of, the members reflected on the chief point of 
eeir duty, and the main hope of their conſtituents— 
Wc drawing up of a conſtitution. They were not unac- 
WW uainted with, nor unprepared for, the many embar- 
Wallmcnts which were likely to obſtruct the national, 
Wd their own exertions—the/ multiplicity of opinions 
bich would doubtleſs bewilder and perplex the public 
oncils: the truly patriotic among them conſided, 
oeever, in the goodneſs of the cauſe, and the ſincerity 
WO their intentions, aided by the honeſt ſtruggles of the 
auiots all over the country, and which they aſſured 
emſelves would at once eounteract the craft 2 e 
34 and the ſelfiſhneſs of ambition. 

Freedom had by this time ſpread its generous kd 
Ne blaze een ; it had the auſpices of the 


beſt 
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beſt writers and philoſophers in Europe. Phu 
free conſtitution were addrefſed to the aſſembly ſton 
the enlightened individuals living under the moſt gf 
potic government. The flame was obſerved to iy 
brighteſt where it firſt broke out, and the French ſenat, 
though it received with affectionate condeſcenſion th 
models which were offered from various quarters, yy 
ſcarce able, notwithſtanding, to avail itſelf of more ih 
a a few crude hints; ſo fully is it ee mo] @ min 
always. beſt knows what itſelf wants. 555 
The rights of man had been ere ite 
theſs were, however, excepting the preamble; more in 
the nature of abſtratt propoſitions, which might equal 
be adopted by any country. Certain reſolutions were 
neceſſary for the aſſembly to come to, before a confli. 
tional fabric could be eredted for the government's 
France, the want of which was equally: acknowledged 
by king, miniſters, ſenators, and people. It is (aid 
with truth, that the conſtitution was wanted by king and 
miniſters, as well as by the ſenators and the people; ia 
the aſſembly had, in obedience to their inſtruddiom 
carefully avoided to vote money or taxes beſore the 
conſtitution they-might frame ſhould: be ſanQtioned by 
the king. In this reſolution: they inflexibly perbſich 
notwithſtanding the frequent importunities of M. Net. 
kar ſor pecuniary votes, Indeed this uncommon fol 
ceitude in the miniſter to provide for the finances, was one 
cauſe, among, others, of his pop planing! declining 36 
we end of his miniſtry, 
\ The legiſlative power, M. Mounier ſaid, vun be wt 


important object, and of primary conſideration, # * 
cri 


£1 


ace flustion of the kingdom demanded inſtant regu - 
WS ion. He then moved, SE EP firſt: een n 
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WS: abliſh this maxim: In 
= That che French government. is a monarchical 60. 


vernment; 
The eiiien of the ene VI ani the 9 


0s of the crown—the inviolability of the ſacred perſon 
= the king, the depoſitory of the executive power 
9 me reſpon bility of agents employed by the executive 
2 power—the: inviolability of the enen and ge 
0 of individuals. 
rue next day the firſt article of the new * of con 
WEN itution, as thus propoſed by M. Mounier, was read, viz. 
roc French government is a monarchical government. 
WET here is no authority in France ſuperior to the Law: 
5 Py only reigns through it; and when he does not 
and in the name of the an he cannot command 
lience, „ „ EH Ss. 
| Thi ſpeaker had lane ane 60 bs, valine 
ny of the members maniſeſted an eagerneſs to take the 
| U Wines out of his hands, and place it in thoſe of a com. 
Winittee to be E pray committee was n ngl 4 
Weppointed. 
The arguments for 10 8 we pepe ticles 
che conſtitution, as offered at various times by the 
W-ommittee, though containing a conſiderable portion of 
WP caſon and eloquence, are become leſs important to the 
reader, from the total ſuperceſſion of that conſtitution by 
the republican one which ſucceeded it too years after, 
1 1s, however, highly neceſſary to ſay ſomething there- 
Dn, and eſpecially upon the veto, or prerogative of ſuſ- 
penſion which the king ſhould __ RO the legiſlative 
Vor, I, *% ; acts 5 


implacable animoſity between the two parties which 


little probability of his well executing thoſe lays U 
that a ſhare in the legiſlation was neceſſary to the king 


trate. Without ſuch reſtraint on the national aſſemby 


popular party, ecrtain fundamental articles were agreel 
: Wh, the chief of which were the following : 


. in we hands of the king. 8 
All powers flow eſſentially from the de fron 
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ads of the aſſembly,; ſince this veto. became a genen 
topic throughout all France, and furniſhed matter for u 


grew out of it, as whether it would be bmitabls 90 
illimilable. 

The royal party urged the neceſſity of this Prerogy 
tive being left unlimited, as a bulwark againſt an arilo 
cracy that muſt gradually and ſecretly form itſelf amoy 
the repreſentatives of the people. It was added al 
that this would eofure their dependance on their col 
3 

It was ſaid alſo, "that to give the 3 of the 
public force no intereſt in the conſtitution, would be 
make him its enemy; concluding, that there was bn 
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which he had not conſented. And laſtly, it was fad, 
as a ſhield for the prerogatives of the executive magi 
(ſaid they), it . aſſume. to t the executive Wi 
ee 287 5 15 1 


Aſter many beings ee 2% in warm e be 
tween the party favouring the royal intereſt, and the 


„The ſupreme executive power reſides excluſive) 


e alone they can flow. 4 
The legiſlative-power reſides in the nation allen 


vy, who ſhall exerciſe 1 it as follows: 


No alt of le legilaive body ſhall be could 
| 4 


# 
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z 38 a law, if it is not made by the repreſentatives of the 
anon, freely and legally eletted ; 00 if it is not ſanc- 
aoned by the king. 
= - The judiciary power ſhall i in no * be ateraifed 
by the king, nor the legiſlative body ; but juſtice: ſhall 
be adminiſtered in the name of the king only by the tri. 
WS bunals cſtabliſhed by the law, according to the principle 
25 of the conſtitution, and according to forms determined 
= by the lav.“ | V 
Thbeſe were, b 8 n Sond to W not very 
1 | agreeable to the king, and many motions were made, in 
various ſhapes, for reviſing this plan or outline of the 
WT conſtitution. After much invectiye on one ſide, and 
uch argument on the other, a ſort of compromiſe took 
Pace, and the following mie as eee were 
3 : added to the former. PE: 

he king may invite hs daten an to 
ale any ſubject into conſideration; but the propoſal of 
WT al! laws belongs e to the nee of the 
SY nation. | HE . 
2. The executive power, which cannvt make: any 
us, may, however, iſſue proclamations conformable to 
be laws in n to b or 1 the obſervance 
of Os 5 | 


= 3 The creation . n of all oaldic | 
3 offices ſhall be in conſequence of an att of the weg 1 


doe body, ſanctioned by the king.“ DOS. 

But the outline, or rather baſis of the e e as 

E thus amended, fell far ſhort of the royal approbation ; 

Wn fomuch that all attempts to ere a ſuperſtructure on 

bem were vain, till another great ſhock was experienced 
5 X 2 i 
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by the king, and the tor pany; on the 4th of _ 
following. 
| The ariſtocracy 154 clergy formed at this time 2 ney 
union, from a ſenſe of common danger. The forme Wl 
ſay the entire feudal ſyſtem aimed at, and the latter ec WM 
eccleſiaſtical wealth and power; they therefore wiſhed 
10 give, in conjunction, as much underhand influence a 
poſſible to the crown, as the beſt means to retain thei 
power, opulence, and influence. 
This formidable body, as well from 3 
ambition, kept alive the old ſpirit of animoſity, and oc, 
cupied itſelf in a thouſand new ſecret machinations s 
traverſe the public proceedings of the patriotic pary, oY G 
and diſunite the members. They contrived to prevail 15 
upon the king to delay ſanctioning the rights of man, and 
the other preparatory conſtitutional acts; a delay which 
Vas more than once noticed in the aſſembly as an inan 
ſpicious augur of the ſo much wines for an 
operation. 
The apBE 9 RY e the aedivionat te 
keeper of the ſeals, in order to procure his majcly" 
conſent to the articles in queſtion ; but the propoſition 
was contemptuouſly quaſhed by the aſſembly, which de. 
clared, that © there ought to be no mediators between(lt 
ſovereign and the repreſentatives of the people.“ The 
preſident was therefore appointed to wait upon bs 
majeſty, and requeſt him to nominate a ee for ur 
nen, | 
A 3 letter was e at this tine, to ſeventen 
ol the principal religious orders, by the A8 pz Mov: 
ES UE, one of the agents for the clergy, _—_ 
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E 1] faithful account of their revenues, p poſſe lions, andi incum- 
= ances, as a motion was ſpeedily expected to be made 
in the aſſembly for their ſuppreſſion; and it being (as 
he expreſſed it) the wiſh of the reſt of the clerical body 


EF to exert themſelves in their behalf, and to ſave as much 
_ :; poſſible for them out of the wreck. It may be re- 


WT marked, that the regular clergy were by no means f nend 8 

5 | ly to the monks and their cauſe. 

E | Juſt as the aſſembly was about to diſcuſs te fubjea 

ora better organization of the military, the preſident 

WS communicated a letter from Sedan, by which it appear- 

e, that that place, vith its dependencies, containing 
EF: | upwards of 400,000 ſouls, was on the N of 0 a 
WS horrible prey to famine. | | 
_ This new or additional aMiAion, for the aſſembly was 


WW ſc1dom many days without ſuch heart- rending inter- 
| . | ruptions, turned the debates and attention of its mem- 
bers to the framing laws for enforcing a more regular 
circulation of grain, thereby to obviate the dreaded ca- 


WS iirophe of the inhabitants of a city or town being 
We forced to forſake it, or expire with hunger, while ano- 
ber, at no great diſtance, might hae more Wa ſuffi- 
ien for that moment at leaſt. 
Wen the immenſe ſums charged in the kings ac 
counts for the purchaſe of grain for France the two laſt 
bears arc conſidered, it will be wondered how it could 
blaue been conſumed in addition to the ordinary erop, 
aud yet have leſt ſuch an alarming ſcarcity, ſo as to 
breaten, day by day, a portion of its inhabitants with 
c pirring hunger. | 
be diſappearance of EF upon 5 5 aro 
umour of a | famine, 1225 ſome analogy to the 
vaniſh. 
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vaniſhing of gold upon the apprehended approach of 
a revolution. There is ſomething. more ſhocking in it 
hoarding up of corn than of money, becauſe the lauer 
will come out at ſome time or other, and unimpaire, 
whereas, when corn, flour, or bread is hidden in receſſi 
or corners by the ſelfiſh or the terrified, it is deſtroyed 
in part, or in the whole, and the effect of an apprehend 
famine only in this way, creates a real one. 

The cry of famine was not the only alarming ſound 
which aſſailed the cars of the aſſembly ; inſurrettion 
had their due ſhare in diſturbing the proceedings of the 
ſenate, They had, however, been principally confine 
to the provinces as yet; Paris had never ceaſed to bei 
a high ſtate of fermentation : but ſince the demolitionsf 
the baſtile, and opening of the priſons, nothing within 
its walls indicated any thing like commotion, 

But now, as the work of a conſtitution was, in the vr. 
der of the day, before the aſſembly, the patriots of the 
capital were alarmed with the fears of being bound 
down by the ariſtocratic hands of inauſpicious deputicy 
which were repreſented to conſtitute a majority of the 
legiſlature. They therefore aſſembled again in groups 
in the public walks and gardens, and met in great num 


bers at the principal coffee-houſes diſtinguiſhed for e. 


tertaining pvliticians. At one of theſe places of relor, 
in the Palais Royal, they proceeded to the extreme mes 
. lure of drawing up reſolutions, in the way of a remon- 
ſtrance, and ſending them by a deputation to the ns 
tional aſſembly. Theſe reſolutons- were powchol 
_ the following Runge: | 
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all liberty. It is about to plunge us again into that 
abyſs of deſtruction from which we are only Ye extri- 


cated, 
Corruption and intrigue have gained over many mem- 


= others. They would vainly plead the inſtruttions of 
beir repreſentatives as their excuſe ; but theſe inſtruc. 


power, 


oral energy of man, who now enters on his rights, has 
ſucceeded a daſtardly ſubmiſſion, and e has diſ- 
yppeared before the pure light of truth. | 


e nation can properly dictate its inſtruftions, and its 
Wi. The king is ſurrounded at Verſailles with flatter- 
ing dangers y he muſt, for his own ſafety, commit him- 
elf and the dauphin to the love and protection of bis 
faithful Pariſian ſubjeAs, &c. &c. &c,” | * 
So much of this addreſs was read by the ſecretary, 
ben he was interrupted by a member, who ſaid, We 
ut not allow ourſelves to be menaced, and the liberty 
our debates overawed, by any power within or with 
$ out theſe walls; 2 he en, moved, and the aſſembly 
| uy 
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« The right of the veto, or negative, is deſtruftive of 


We ſend a depmation to „the rational . to 
ac quaint it of the intentions of the nation in this reſpect. 


ben of your aſſembly; we muſt therefore renounce 
bem, ſend them back to their conſtituents, and elect 
tions were formed in times of darkneſs, when we yet 


groaned under the yoke of rele and eee 7 


„We have, „ 1 theſe WIE 5 na- 


The preſent is therefore the firſt opplrtinity 18 
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reſolved, © that it was inconſiſtent with its dignity u WM 
ſuffer itſelf to be ſurpriſed into any haſty reſolution 4. 
on this occaſion ; that the goed which it propoſed M 
do, conſtituted its beſt ſafeguard ; that the body of th 
people, juſt and prudent, would protect the affembj 
and be on their guard themſelves againſt the TR 


reſolutions of a few enthufiaſts, _ 
The contents of the remonſtrance which had juſt bett 


in part read, were not unknown to many of the memhen 
of the aſſembly. It was in the eyes of all an additiond 
reaſon for re-commencing and ern the ch 
bliſhing of a conſtitution, 

The cords of government, „ich had Wehe 1 
Serndihed by the hand of deſpotiſm to ſo painful a tu 
| fion, were now, by this ſudden turn, relaxed to a ds 
gree, that the country might be conſidered as exercilng 
no government at all: —as in a ſhip at ſea, when it 
neceſſary to put her in a contrary tack, there will be 
moment when ſhe will hold no wind at all, but be ar 
ried irreſiſtbly by the tide; ſo in à change of goven- 
ment this preciſe point of time muſt ever be an anarch 
Perhaps in this inſtance it was accompanied with Jeſs on 
fufion than might have been expeQed. The ſituation 
was, however, too anxious an one for the legiſlator, th 
philoſopher, and the citizen to continue in a momen 
longer than imperious neceſſity commanded, All cyt 
and all underſtandings were direQed, Without delay, i 
= e of a e 
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M. de Larry made a report from the committee d | 
the 2 It was divided into three queſtiom. 
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d the Lots ATIVE POWER 


d it be formed into o or Tw6 


eee, Horte lin bude, 


: auser we. various Es of the wanne Mo 
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Illuſtration, given ay the Rep artery, of 
Wh The diviſion of th 


#4 All power belongs originally to the nation; 
| 1 every . emanates from it; but it would be ſuper- 
WS fuous to enact, that the king ſhould form a portion of 
WE the legiſlative power; the latter being diviſible froin its 
= = | ture, and the Wee, n indiviſible in its — 
WS latter. Thus the ok en will: Haba => 
an doing good, and not of Produting wiſchief. 4 


1 ee 
lug ration of the ſeepnd Queſtion... = 
| 1 Fo « One ſingle chamber was neceſſary for 5 PR 
WE meeting, where every thing was to be / deſtroyed, and 


sde power would abſorb all. Three powers will form a 
balance which will maintain the whole. England (ſaid 
| be) affords an example of this ſince the national act in 


| equality more reſpetted. 
ue a ſeparate intereſt — it en be PIT 
by the ſame ſpirit. 


« The legiſlative body ſhould be-compoſed of the 


Vor. 3 . 3 N firſt 


chambers? z oC ooo (955 har £917) txt had | 
aould be the action or augen of „ 


the firſt, Queſtion. 


- legiſlative, and the union of 
0 executive power, are two axioms founded on ex- 


jalmoſt every thing to be created. But in future, a ſin- 


16887 no where- are inet property, 'and political 
ſecond chamber ſhould 


repreſentatives of the nation, a ſenate, and a — The 
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firſt chamber will be more bilencdidies deliberatiors ; f. 
ſecond will correct its errors, and the king reci 
keep both the ſenate and repreſentative 2 os 
bounds by means of each other. 6 47 


proportion and order to be fixed harenſier. / 
It ſhall be compoſed of not more chan fix hu. 
Ured members; a Aeg en I tumuftuou 
and loſe much time. Fm Snow yi mis, 1 
„The age of eee In eu e 


age of majority in France. ich y:10 
7 6 eee ee geg. poſſeſs » propeny\ in ho 
vr lands. F l : 1 3 


The e wall Nedomnied kts, wy he 
nobles; leſt it awaken the efprot enen 
whe patriotiſm of the nation. e 
The number n. a; to- ations 
nated, | : 
„Citizens of all dalle to be adm ible mo it 
the agboſihinnifiven cw bodomda ood cl 4 
A cettain number of ſenators, ks het by & 
provinces, from which the king is to mae a choice, 
. e 3 of Jenktor 1008. 60. tut eee for 


makes of the nb 1 ne, 5 xt 
1 The voting of ſubſidies dee eee 
to the chamber of -repreſentati woe eee ad the 
ſenate neceſſary, 3 
The ſenate to boo ibis for crimes of ew ; 
ee the impeachment of he commons. 4 oo 
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4 As of legiſtation| may origine indifferently-jn 
either chamber. 1 


W « 4s propoſed in one, muſt be ratified in the: other 
be and afiervards by the king, da whow alone 
oc final ſandtion excluſively belange, as ts Our 


: = power does to the nation. 


& vaſion and confuſion of powers, and the oppreſſion ob 
the people, muſt fallow ; the conſtitulion once fixed, and 
he power of the purſe taken out of ts hands (ſaid he), 


there is no longer any thing to fear from the executive - 


1 if indifferent, ha will have no intereſt ta prevent it; if 
WT curious, bis negative will be uſefully employed in im- 
cs. To enquire Whether the royal veto ſhould be 
narch, or a phantom. 


M. de Lally Tollendal e e e the? toe. 


. | et more-agreeably circumſtanced than farmerly, when 
_ Am addrefling antes gh ee eu ee uu N re. 


. be. 776 ys . 2 8 ; 


1 
my: as b at wy n, . 


6 The e Able to. hs ene N 


meaning thereby. perpetual, but uninte 18. e | 
bach legiſlature or ſeſſio. 225 


: Jution, 


I the king be hot part of the a ieee budy, he 5 


If the law be advantageous, the ł ing will ſubſoribe to it; 


peding it. The abſolute veto ſtops, the ſuſpenſive veto 


15 ablolute, is egquinny e d n thould mo a moe „ 
: bough now deprived of the right of propoſing laws, was 
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6 Th kings nz for giv ao the fu 
| neceſſary. 
4. The duration of taxes limited. 1 
The legiſlative body to conſiſt of t "he ORs | 
* Repreſentatives to be you On t 15 _—_ 
or act 0 895 
„ The miniſters and commiſſries of the king not 
eligible. _ 5 05 . 4 
No procuration to bis given for ee 
* An eleftor t to have a Fur O Rome] in the bp 
| ws he votes. 
No one can vote in two 8 
„% The nnen __ ONT a beben. 
real eſtate. 
„France to be divided into enen diet exe 
taining about 150,000 ſouls. 
+ Each diſtriet ſhall have one deputy ; as all every 
town that has the ſame population. 
There ſhall be as many ſuppleans as 1 
Convocation to be made by the municipal offen 
Five elettors for every thouſand Mnlabitans; ot 
for every two hundred inthe village.” 
No abſolute orders to be given to the e 
inſtructions permitted for the general good. 
The aſſembly ſhall be held every n on the fil 
of December, and laſt four months. : 
bs The ne Spe ban cominue : tr 
years,” 4 i Fs TP | 
t Wa PR vows: iu of cleflion ſhall be ſen 
Oftober, that the en ce _ _ Ou te 


brit of December. 1 0 a 
| 3 1 


— 


« In caſe of rebellion or en the e may 

ze held ſoone.. . 

« The king ſhall ifſolve 5 Ademblies 8 to 
forms to be eſtabliſhed; and may hold a _ . 
(canang) when he pleaſes, 
: A tribunal of appeal ſhall 15 e tal 


| iſhed, inled 
WE he arbitrary. privy council. ee at 

1 | « The king can project no lay, but may fend ef 
8 ſages to either of the chambers. b 

_ * ?cnſons ſhall be fixed at, the begining of. r 
eoeign. 
8 - The form of the king's ſanftion ſhall be, « His ma- 
WT cy gives his royal ſandtion- 

I The refuſal of the fanflion ſhall be, 66 His maj 
il examine.” : 

l The laws ſhall be ſanctioned thus: Made ont con- 
brmed in general aſſembly of the legiflative body.“ 

Z ſecretaries of each chamber 

z Not only the main points of the ata hs 
We vere diffuſely diſcufſed, and tenaciouſſy debated, but 
We very article in the ſyſtem of legiſlative organization 


ic fire. The diſputatious contention” was high, and 


| veto, as the political barometer” for Pn the 
veight of opinion in the hoſtile parties. 


plan of a conſtitution with the democratic one introdu- 


| Organized, 


or 
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They ſhall be ſigned by the king, the raten and - 


| underwent the ordeal of both ariſtocratic and democra- 


continued; but the parties at length fixed on the royal 
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It will be worth the reader's while to compare this 


ced by HERAU LT, in 1793, and more eſpecially with 
| the one of 1795; ur under vieh de preſent erent is 
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OF TRE ROYAL VETO, „ 


Or Prerogative in the King to fufpend Yar a meg, „ 
wholly annul the Decrets of the National Aſſemblia, 


The following opinions upon this important queſtim 
are the beſt ſelekled for argument on both ſides,” Au 
as the deciſion which followed the debates hereon had 
no ſmall ſhare in bringing about the Extraortlina 
changes which ſucceededeach other in the governman, 
ir is preſumed the reader will not think they 8 100 
great a ſpace i in the ee 33 


The Buſineſs of the regal veto was 1 by th te yr 
- Dy; LiancourTy ſto reduced dhe ht to tw 


1 „ Main Points. 
0 Ts the canfionof the "king ae,, ner? 
Fri: The ſecond Point. 


6 Should he om an enn pan of the legillaion 


e dhe arion Tpnnchas: on the ſubjed\ of be 
3 the duke of Liancourt's ſtands firſl. He yd, 
We cannot avoid admitting one great truth, tha 
the kingdom. of France has always been a 0 
cu GOVERNMENT) even prior 0 the time wha 
kings had ſhaken off the yoke. of that cuſtom which tat 
impoſed on them the neceflity of enſuing * ſy 
in. the. ſormation of lass. ien, £4 
I che repreſentatives CE hank recein 
2 it the power of aboliſhing, this ancient prabtice, it 
national aſlembly is competent, doubtleſs, to annihiar 
it ; but if our mandates only confer on us the power 
een 


Ro 
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at: the kingdom, it would be a violation of 
. to think of attempting to deſtroy. it. Nothing 


ſnott of x NATIONAL CONVENTION is requiſite to em- 
power us 70 e mother Tour: 8 ee to the 7 


: 


County. 1. 3 1 
ls A — a Se eee Wi other tha the ex 
fon of che general will; now it is impoſſible to 
1 Imagine that the mation intended ſending us to n con- 
| deres, but to the e AM; dann. n me 
i infraBions WI Wan ee ; Bos our in- 
„ eee eee, us to unmihilate the ancient one, 
a overturn the monarchy ; all our inftruttions require 
=” to root out its vices, and aboliſh its abuſes. The 
8 Ina ion never meant to abandon itſeif to whatever con- 
anon its repreſentatives might chink proper to give 
n ordered us to rear up the aneient one on new 
ondadons. Such . Ke Rs . it is im- 
* poſſible for us to overſſep |: 1 | 11 

_ Thc Court os MixasEAU next bers ia con- 
io his uſual perſpicuity/and deciſion, Jeft his hear- 

| 5 ters long bewildered ref; petting his opinion, great part of 
his ſpeech being taken up with balancing the dangers 
ad inconveniences on both ſides of the queſtion. Ihe 
I [only point on which: he explained himſelf clearly, Was 
cenſuring the plan of the committee. He at length, 


wyal veto; but accompanied with the following con- 
dinons, of an immediate diſſolution of the aſſembly, and 
the convocation of -a new one, as oſten as the king 


a part, et e to ceaſe three 
5 months 


ever, propoſed a projekt ſor an annual afſembly and 


WT ought proper io exerciſe that power; and in caſe of 
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months aſter the diſſolution of the . in order 0 
_— the convocation of another. 


\ The wo ableſt ſpeeches againſt, the fandion were l. 
livered by M. voz Saru, and M. pz Viitexw, 
and are in abſtrated ſubſtance as follows: 


M. dz SIM. —“ The ſovereignty of powerrckds 
aber are in the nation; a poſition againſt which i 
ſeems to me impoſſible to offer any ſolid argumen 
But ſhould: an abſolute” veto ſtand in oppoſition io 4 
laws; and leave the people without te, what they 
becomes of this ſovereignty, which then degenerate 
io an illuſion ? From the moment the king has iti 
his power to negative a law, however wiſe and ſalutan, 
until it ſuits his palate, it is no longer the people, 
the king alone, who makes the law. It is not then du 
the een governor makes the laws. A conſidet 
able ſpace ſhould ſeparate theſe. two powers, Wer 
the monarch a God, and he had none but ſages for hs 
miniſters, our anxiety might be without foundation; bu 
we have reaſon to be better taught by our misfortunes 
If the royal ſanction becomes an eſſential part of tl 
legiſlative power, we fall back into a more dread 
tate than that under which we ſo long and heavy 
have groaned—Such an inſtitution is fitted only fv 
ſlaves. I am aware (ſaid he) of the imagined dangerd 
reſtoring unbounded: liberty to men grown old in th 
' habits of a diſgraceful bondage; I have been ſtruch 
well as others, with this objełtion, which is perpetual 
brought forward to ſilence us; but I find it ſolidly . 
futed by the very condutt of the people. They bat 
_ juſt broke their chains, but not till they were becom 
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=... heavy to be borne. Some of their oppreſſors have 
nen victims to their reſentment. But does their fury 
un continue? Is not order miraculouſly reſtored, with 


Wnirablc patience for wholeſome laws, to which they are 
WE cirous of conforming, and to which they really will 
= norm? No, no, gentlemen, the people are no 


cy are reſtored to manhood it is their right, it is 
4 er power; nor can I ever allow this ſuppoſed dan- 
cio be a caſe for the application of a proſeription at 


| perited. l 
 M. or VIrIENEVUV I.“ Shall be royal fanftion 
T] tbe be always ſuſpenſive? I hope to be able to demonſtrate 
Wo you that it ſhould be /uſpenſive.” Nothing is more 
„% than to ſtart contradictions on ſo important a queſ- 
lion; but it is eaſy likewiſe to prove, that the abſolute 
pegative would be the moſt fatal blow to liberty. 
The French government, we are told, is MONAR- 
3 meat; whence an attempt is made to infer the necef- 
Wy of the ſanftion. As for me, I ſee nothing in the 
We ord monarchy but a government entruſted to a ſingle 
lief. But caſt your eyes on Europe; the govern- 


W There is no accurate definition of a monarchical 
3 government. Let it not be ſaid then, that the royal 
Aion is in the nature of the government itſelf, 
our monarchy I ſee nothing but a king, a legiſlative 


bs, to know pas the my ſhall 8 any portion 


31 very few exceptions? Are they not waiting with ad- 


all times unjuſt, We: at Ts: moment 1 ef un- 


ente are almoſt all monarchical; and no two of them 
cmble each other, nor will even admit of a compari- 


; Pover, and an executive power. Now the true queſtion 


onger unworthy of participating in legiſlation, becauſe 5 


— ä—4ä4ů Ea aaliatoos 


mien or ae 


of the legiſlative power? Can any thing be more 4 
ſurd and dangerous, than that the royal ſanction ſhoyl 
exiſt in caſes of difference between the legiſlative wy 
executive, thus deciding in its own cauſe ? .. Under ſuc 
circumſtances the nation alone is competent to decide 
We hear of nothing but boaſtings of the Engliſh yy 
vernment; but its enthuſiaſtic admirers conceal fron 
you its defects. You are perpetually told of the wa. 
derful machinery of its two chambers and three pover; 
but under this general culogium they hide from youth 
vices of the houſe of peers, the manner of compoſing i 
the monſtrous inequality of the popular repreſentation 
the abſolute veto of the monarch, and other errors {eq 
and lamented by every good Engliſhman. This vety 
I know, as well as its partizans, is ſeldom put in prac, 
tice; but why? becauſe the houſe of peers is ſold v 
the government, is liable to be increaſed at pleaſur, 
and thus furniſhes the crown with gentler means d 
effecting its corrupt purpoſes. Take care that you 
ſenate, with all your caution, prove not as fatal to fre: 
dom, in its power of doing harm at leaſt, as the Englil 
War of peers. 8 5 
“The Engliſh king, when he wiſhes to paſs a bi 
has only to create freſh lords, aud thus make. a ſolem 
-mockery of forms. You are told of the authors wv 
have pronounced the eulogium of the Engliſh gove- 
ment; but not a word is ſaid of thoſe who have exclat 
cd againſt the vices of that conſtitution. You are tol 
| likewiſe, that by retaining the legiſlative power uo 
to yourſelves, you would ſoon get poſſeſſion of the ca 
ecutive ; but the contrary is a truth notorious to all ti 


world. Look around you over all Europe, and 1 
wi 
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vill ſee the people waging conſtant war in one ſhape or 
other, to recover the As W ee by the 
executive. 5 | + eh 5 


M. Tan ET's . the Regal Veto. 


„ There can exiſt no veto againſt the nation wiſhing 
0 ſorm itſelf into a conſtitution ; the royal veto, there- 
ore, never can be abſolute, but bows down in the pre- 


ence of a will determined by the nation. The royal 


veto can be only ſuſpenſive for the x Arto, but may be 


%u for its nEPRESENTATIVES. Without this veto 


: 2 the legiſlative body might perpetuate itſelf; nothing 
Would impede its projets of uſurpation; it would cruſh 


ente obſtacles for ourſelves; liberty, like all human 
WW ings, is ſubject to revolutions, and to degenerate into 
evil. The nation, placed between its eleQive deputies, 
and its hereditary repreſentatives, will decide the differ- 
ence, The permanence of the aſſembly will give us 


be people will be free, peaceable, and happy. This is 
an art which has never diſcovered its ſecrets to enthuſt- 
aſm, prejudice, or diſtruſt.” 

| Count DENTAALIGUES (a champion of the prero- 
pative) ſaid, * What inconveniences can henceforth at- 
tend the royal ſanction? Gentlemen are apprehenſive 
gelt the king ſhould rule the legiſlative power; leſt the 
Jandlion become an inſtrument for uſurping The 
ng has no intereſt in exerciſing his negative, but when 
in attack is made on his authority; I do not mean deſ- 
Y otic authority, but the authority belonging to the peo- 
, and which be only holds from them. By leaving the 
5 8 king 
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the executive power. The chęfd cuure of wiſdom is to 


Place without ſervitude, and liberty without tempeſts. 


in the ſtability of the conſtitution ; and bimſelf exif 


wiſdom of every deliberation 3 and any body of men 


* 


have the honour of fitting in this aſſembly. You ar 


for you to give the firſt example of the ſubmiſſion due 


on this ſubjett, in vain will you attempt to diminiſh thei 
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king ſo glorious a prerogative, the - people intereſt hin 
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only by the conſtitution, he is intereſted in ſeeing it (gr, 
tified by good laws. i 
% But what then will become of the decrees of be 
aſſembly? The decrees of the aſſembly will be ſingle | 
projetts, to be diſcuſſed by the people, whom the king 
will enlighten reſpecting the abuſes they might event, 
ally introduce. Slownels is the ſureſt guarantee of the 


who have the power of creating and deſtroying in ans 
ment, is an object of perpetual terror. 

„There are two means of compelling the king to n 
tify a good law: the murmurs of the people, ang vi 
holding the public treaſure. = 

% Permit me, gentlemen, to lay before you an his 
vation which certainly cannot have eſcaped you. None 
of us can have forgotten the title, by virtue of which ut 
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here only as the repreſentatives of the people; the in 
terpreters of their will; and when the people ſpeak, it i 


to the ſovereignty of that people. No they have ſpoke | 


authority; for it is their authority which reſides in it 
king; in vain would you deprive him of the right 
reſiſting your decrees. The king's perſon is no longt 
to be conſidered; it is the people in the king, and the 
people would have no faith in ſuch a decrce. Should 
any one be defirous of ſeeing the king deprived of the 
right of ſtaying the enterprize of the legiſlative boch, 


1 aſk him, what would be the conſequence ? 
6 N0 


; No doubt, in the preſent calamitous circumſtances, 
= king would make a voluntary ſacrifice of it; the 
king would yield up this prerogative, becauſe he is un- 
able to defend it; but the people would not give up 
their right veſted in his hands; they would never bear 
be ſpcttacle of this virtuous, and formerly deceived 
31 prince—this prince, once ſo powerful, at this day ſo del- 
auc of power, reduced to the total incapacity even of 
doing good. e N ; Th 
Called on as we are to eſtabliſh the conſtitution, 
Ve have begun the great work as we ſhould do, by de- 
ſtroying every obſtacle which could impede it. The 
abuſes are deſtroyed ; let us form then this conſtitution, 
(d think rather of maintaining it, than of rendering it 
WS uncertain. Let us preſerve to the people the authority 
ey have entruſted to the prince; and this prince, in 
WS thc days of peace and happineſs which are about to ſuc- 
WT cd theſe tempeſtuous moments, ſo rapidly paſſing 
e, vill remember and experience, that LIBERTY: 


 ':.iciry or KINGS, AND THE STABILITY OF EM- 
nns.“ 8 5 | 


M. BARNAVE, for a proviſional Veto. 


= !t is contrary to the dignity of the throne to ſub- 
Wc! it to an extorted conſent; a proviſional ſanction 
es dit an honourable impartiality. To the firſt le- 
3 gz llature the king will ſay, „1 know not whether your 
eccree expreſſes the general will.” To the ſucceeding 
enbiy he will ſay, & Since you convey to me the 
| wiſh of the nation, I accept the law.” This is the ſecu- 
"ty of the throne, the eternity of the conſtitution, and 
| the 
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con STITUTES THE HAPPINESS OF NATIONS, THE 
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the aſcendancy of the king over the nation: for what 
ſo glorious as to behold a king rendering it happy 
The abſolute negative, on the contrary, places the king 
and the nation in a perpetual ſtate of war. You will ſe 
the people conſtantly in inſurrettion, and the kingdon 
bordering on anarchy : what more is e but a Rt 
curl for miniſter?” ET 
Asp Grecenrs ſaid, © The 3 andlion i is 
ſimple procedure, by which the king declares that ſuc 
a decree is an act emanating from the legiſlature, Ya 
never can adopt the abſolute veto, with which theres 
no liberty; the king from that inſtant. being at once 
judge and party. You cannot bind future generation : 
to ſuch an act; you would commit the freedom of you 
conſtituents. The veto can only be ſuſpenſive fron 
one aſſembly to another; it would be conferring the gi 
of preventing what is uſeful, Weak kings will be over 
ruled; kings with great views will abuſe it, and mini 
ters will lead you back inſenſibly to ſlavery. An inſu- 
rection is oppoſing one misfortune to another: the in 
tereſt of the king himſelf, in ſhort, requires but a ſul 
penſive veto, with a definitive appeal to the people. 
M. oe Laxninges.—* Hitherto we have had oi 
complicated definitions of the royal ſanction. Let u 
fee whether it be not poſſible to find the true one, mor 
immediately connetted with its origin and etymology 
_ —fanftion is the derivative of the word ſantlus, wid 
ſigniſies hallowed or holy. The Romans entrulted ie 
promulgation of all laws relative to divine wolf 
and police to the rox rtr, and it was this promuſgr 
tion which was termed ſanftion. In the infancy of on 


government, the ſame word retained the ſame ſ;gnihc& 
uon 
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3 tion: every law is to be iſſued under the auſpices of the 

WT. inc; to him their promulgation was confided, and 
E his name was the laſt ſeal affixed to it. This is the hil- 
T don, and only meaning of the ſanction. But far be 
om the monarch's heart, and from our wiſhes, to ſee 
F the will of a 7 ingle man empowered to enchain the will 
E] pf all, It is in this ſenſe, therefore, that we mould con- 

f ſider the word ſanction.“ 

M. DE BEAME.—* Why Gould we abſurdly: attri- 
bute more judgment and reaſon to a ſingle man, and 
cc more confidence in a delegate given by the ha- 
x zard of birth to the nation, than in a body of deputies 
SE :mbled by the free choice of their fellow citizens? in 
6 a delegate ſeparated by his ſituation from the truth, than 
WW" dclegates perpetually exiſting in the midſt of the pub- 
o intcreſts and wants? In a word, are we to truſt ra- 

WW cr io the knowledge and virtue of one man, than to 

the wiſdom and integrity of many? 
o the argument of the compulſory modes of ob. 
. taining the royal ſanction by the public opinion, which 
WS Yooymous with inſurrection, and the withholding the 
* ſupplies, I anſwer, that the firſt is the ſignal for a civil 
ie lauer full of danger to the political exiſtence of 
date. It is not to the prince, but to the nation, that 
pay taxes. Without money the troops will be diſ- 
ended, the public engagements no longer be fulfilled, 


* and th ſhall ſoon find ourſelves amidſt the horrors of 
E pnarc 5 


| The 
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ing ABB E Maury, that general Champion for unlimited 
Power both in Church and en et 26h an ab- 


He faid, « It is with great propriety that the royal 
ſanftion is the firſt queſtion ſubmitted to your diſcuſſion; 
for, in a political legiſlation, the nation will make no 
laws without the participation of the ſovereign. The 
laws in general will have been adopted by the majority 
of ſuffrages ; the king will not reje@ them but for the 
moſt powerful motives. The king has been repreſented 
th us as oppoſed to the nation; but is it not evidently 
his intereſt to make a common cauſe with his people 
Where is the wiſe people, who do not, by a judicious 
organization of powers, guard againſt that which is able 
and diſpoſed to execute every thing ? They are the peo- 
ple who oppole the Locke ä to the legiſlative 
power. 

The ſandtion is not a prerogative of the people, 
but of the king. The king cannot make a law; but it 
ſeems to me as if a mutual emulation were the beſt cal- 
culated to enſure the public happineſs, Should the 
8 King be blinded, or the nation hurried into exceſſes in a 
moment of tumult or fanaticiſm, 1 is it not deſirable that 
theſe two powers ſhould att i in concert, r rather than be 


| in a ſlate of warfare? 


It is neceſſary that the executive power ſhould be 
free and impartial, Would this be the caſe, were the 
legiſlative body to enaQ laws without its participation, 
and eſpecially if thoſe laws were hoſtile to the executive? 
If you render the king dependent on the national afſem- 
| bly, he will have recourſe to thoſe infamous means em. 


ploycd by MANY PRINCES, of purchaſing the virlue of 
| | . one 


- 
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judicial power; its harmony is neceſſary⸗ 
becauſe there muſt be only one executive power; and 
there would ine vitably be two, had the Nation the pri- 
vilege of carrying its laws into execution. All autho- 
rity, it is ſaid, derives from the people; but once de- 
legated, that authority eſcapes out of their hands; they 
have regulated and diſtributed the powers, and cannot — 
again feine, _ vithout the fes wm 8 1 confu- 5 g 
ſion. C 
« But in this ae age, * danger is thete 
from the power of the Crown? Can we not truſt in 
the Omni potent, the irreſiſtible power of public opinion? 
The preſs is free, and that liberty is confirmed for evert- 
there is no longer any deſpot to apprehend. The preſs. 
is free, and the humble race is ſaved. But be careful, 
leſt the veto only ſuſpenſive expoſe both king and peo: 
ple to be tyrannized by an aſſembly. It is not king or 
miniſters we have to fear; Richelieu himſelf would have 
| ſtifled his deſpotic genius before fo ſolemn an aſſembly: 
A ſingle bad law prevented in the courſe of a century; 
would be an anſwer to all the objections againſt' be 
veto. It is the part of wiſdom to place barriers DUE | f 
ourſelves, and to guard againſt our on errors. 
What man who heard, or has read ſuch a ſpeech in 
favour of kings and miniſters againſt the intereſt of the 
people doubts of the depravity or venality of the Jpeater, 
or can Nee eker le was e to fy SOR his jou 
gets HH i TO en 1 
M. La gies! 5 e Aal Velo, lib on 
"vi « But wh ſhall; place theſe barriers a the - 
exceſſes of the royal in Who ſhall guard the mo- MM 
Vor. I. Aa 1 narch „ 
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narch n his errors, and thoſe of bis flatterers and 
inſtigators? is not the veto, the dangerous veto, as 
reaſonable a ſource of terror for the nation as the errors 


of its own deputies? And ſhould de ſpirit of ada 


obtain, who can calculate its progreſs? If it be an ad. 
vantage to put a ſtop to a bad law, is the nation leſs be. 
neſited by preventing one ſingle abuſe of the veto in the 
courſe of a century, by refuſing to inyeſt the crown with 
that dangerousprerogative? But after all the paralogiſms 
of the learned académician, what is the reſult of his 
whole doctrine, but the utility of a ſuſpenſive veto, 
which would anſwer all his arguments, diſpel all his 
alarms, and provide againſt that train of political woes, 
which he diſcovers in a nation governing itfelf by its own 
' laws? Yet his concluſion is for the abſolute veto, His 
reveries reſpecting the errors of the aſſembly, ſhould 
have extended to the poſſible errors of the veto, and 


finiſhed by preſenting to his fertile imagination the veto 


of the law, that is to ſay, a ſolemn and irrefragable de- 
cree, by which none of the laws enaQted by the national 
aſſembly ſhould definitively have the force of Jaw, until 
the elementary aſſemblies, proceeding to the elettion of 


new deputies, ſhould have confirmed them by a majo-. 


rity of mieten, with or Without amendment. 


6 core DE CASTELLAN K, againſt the Veto. 


=_ The preſent queſtion i is ſo intimately connefted 
with the organization of the two powers, with the queſ. 
tion of the unity or ſeparation of the national, aſſembly 


into different chambers, and the permanency of the re- 


preſentative body, that you have wiſely Lg to male | 


om 0 of the ſame diſcuſſion, T 
| e Some 
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Some Tpeakers' have reaſoned" on the permatiency 
| a4 datum, and of this opinion ſeems the majority of 
the aſſembly. It is on this ſuppoſition that I ſhall ex- 
amine the queſtion of the royal ſanction. In your de- 
clatation of rights, you have conſecrated the Brent prin- 
ciple ol all power emanating from the people. This na. 
lion, in city A err was incompetent to give itſelf 
a MASTER, Kings are made for the People, and not the 
people for kings. Why then ſhould be not be ſubj ect 
to the general will? The French people hape inveſted 
us with their power; our authority is theirs, aud the 
French have charged us to frame a conſtitution conform 
able to their happineſs and intereſt. You will never 
ſuffer an individual opinion to act in oppoſition to'the 
gencral will. The nation has delegated us to form its 
conſtitutive las, and the king has not the right to throw 
any obſtacle in our way'; 008 FP wie OS "ow (his 
hh ads cauſe.” e WT 


* 
* & 
. 3 
W 


cuEvaLIEA DE LAM zn, for a e ee Veto. 


The wiſh of our conſtituents (ſaid he) is held out to 
us in favour of the ſanction. I admit chat it is contained 
in the majority of our inſſguctions; but they have nei. 
ther determined its form nor extent, nor the organiza- 
tion of the different powers; they have told us to give 
France a conſtitution; to enſure the legiſlative power 
to the people, and to place the executive power in a 
ſingle hand: they have left it to our conſeiences there- 
fore to decide on the nature of the veto. Times like. 
viſe are greatly changed ſince we received our man- 
dates. At the period of the elementary aſſemblies 
which gave us birth, the people had to complain of mi- 

| Aa 2 niſteria 
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niſterial depredations; they have ſince been on the point 
of being ſmitten by the moſt dreadful] hand;. the ſtates 


were menaced with diſſolution, , and: A | GLORIOUS, IN- 


$URRECTLON has reſtored their, rights. 


, The queſtion of the royal ſanction may be ons 


dered in two points of view; either as attaching on the 


conſtitution itlelf, or as ſorming part of the intended 


conſtitution. The enemy is beaten from the former 
ground; 1 ſhall fix my attention on the latter. The 
ſovereignty reſides in the nation; hence the neceſſity of 
chuſing repreſentatives to exerciſe that ſovereignty, in 
order to frame the, eg eee an dig its 
ſ%%/ͤ»́òGæ 

%% The andes conſiſts n in hae Ag bugice 
the one is executive, the other legiſlative: and it is by 
their ſeparation that we are ſure of enjoying liberty; it 
is io prevent a perpetual warfare between them, that 


the Veto becomes neceſſary. But ſhall it be abſolute 


or ſuſpenſive? 

The example of England is held out to us; but that 
France ſhould once have ſighed after her form of go- 
vernment is no proof of its perſeclion. A people go. 
verned by intendants, military commandants, lettres de 
cacket, and financiers, might well conſider the Eng- 
liſh government as the ſummit of their wiſhes, But the 
Engliſh have been compelled by circumſtances to com- 


pound with the vices and prejudices of their govern. 


ment. Beſides that it is our duty to conſult principles 
rather than examples; the appeal to the people is the 
general wiſh, and the conſtitution ſhould beſtow on the 
dc moſt a AW} Negatives” | 


M. yETHION) 
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M. yzTHIONy on the danger of an abſolute Veto. 

Every body now ſeems to admit. the neceſſity of a | 
{anftion, and that it cannot be abſolute, It was impoſ- 
ſible not to feel that a power conſlituted by a nation muſt 
neceſſarily give way to the conſlituent power, It has 
been propoſed to you not to define the nature of the 
veto; but it is either abſolute. or "ſony and ak 
be declared. 

4 All the methods ſuggeſted tc to us of 4 the 
abſolute veto are replete with inconveniences; inſurrec- 
uon is held out as the leading one, without reflefting 
that this is a reſource adapted only to the ſeditious cha- 
rater and puniſhes the man of worth. We are told of 
the public opinion; but that manifeſts itſelf but lowly. 
Each individual interprets it : and rarely does it reach 
the ear of kings. A monarch, without knowing Its 
may act in dire& oppoſition to public opinion. To re- 
{uſe taxes is a violent extreme; it is breaking all the 
ſprings of the machine; nor can this be effected without 
the unanimous conſent of all the provinces. M. 
Thouret has propoſed to grant the king the veto ſor 
two meetings of the legiſlature, with the obligation to 
ratify on the preſentation of the third, and this without 
amy appeal to the people. Can we conceive a more 
unwarrantable, a more fatal act of deſpotiſm Why 
thus preſume to detach ourſelves from our conſtituents! 
Some gentlemen (till continue to calumniate the nation. 
The multitude is their expreſſion—fain would they ven- 
ture to call the nation, populace, Yet when any diffe- 
rence exiſts, it muſt be decided by the nation at large, | 
and not by the ee 5 


M. 5· 
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M. Dr Sezs, for an abſolute Veto,” 

„% What have you to fear from the abſolute veto? It 
is contrary to principles, ſay ſome; it is the will of a 
fingle man oppoſed to that of the whole nation; but 1 
affert the contrary. It is a man who oppoles a perma- 
nent to a tranfitory will; the will of one part of the na. 
tion againſt the other. The term of the general will i; 
but imperfettly underſtood. Suppoſe that we had de- 
cided, that to cffeft a loan, two thirds of the voices 
of the alſembly ſhould be "neceſſary, and that a bare 
majority only had agreed to it, theloan would not paſs, 
though certainly it was the general will. Thus does a 
miſtake of words lead to erroneous principles. What 
then is the inconvenience of this abſolute vero? It 
bemimbs the powers of the aſſembly, and that is all. 
When we ſhall bave once determined on general and 
fundamental laws; reſpefling what laws is the vero to 
be dreaded? Is not the tranquillity” of .the people bet. 
ter than their aQtion ; and muſt we be perpetually ap- 
plying ourſelves to repair the ſprings of government? 
This rage for regulations, it is to be hoped, will ſubſide 

like all the reſt. Beſides, what does this word ſiſpen. 


five announce? 1s it not recalling defpotiſm ? The 


dread of ſervitude leads men to ſervitude : we loſe our 
liberty the ſooneſt when we are taking every precaution 


00 lecure it. Loy1s x1. ſilenced the laws; Tizznius 


made them ſpeak. Let us ſteer clear of both extremes. 
Gentlemen arc exaſperated againſt lettres de cachet, and 
bow their necks to the oftractſm. TOO ds 
This is the ſpeech of a gentleman of the long robe, and 
the perſon fixed on by Lovis Tug SIXTEENTH as his 
council at /its trial, | 
The 


a. 
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The diſcuſſion of this moſt important queſtion of the 
veto, and its extent of operation, occupied the aſſembly 
for many days, with the occaſional conſideration of the 
permaneney of the legiſlature, which appeared, and was 
conſidered as greatly connected with it. 

On the permanency of the aſſembly M. 1 
laid,“ It ſeems tio me chat the diſtinction between che 
permanency and periodical convocation of the aſſembly, 
is the lame as between the abſolute and the ſuſpenſive 
veto. If you name your repreſentatives for three years, 
the queſtion of the epoch at which they are to aſſemble 
will follow from the powers you ſhall have given them. 


them ? 


1 Annual! ſeſſions give n me dhe iow of. permaneney: 5 
by chis means they will be ſrequent, and almoſt conti. 


nual. Were the interval greater between the: ſeſſions, 


and ſome urgent regulation become neceſſary, would 


you leave this to be effected by the executive power? 
The anſwer is, that it is only a temporary proviſion, 
Beware leſt you leave a germ of deſpotiſm in the cradle 


of liberty; it will ſoon diſplay itſelf, and ſmother our 


darling offspring. The refuſal of ſubſidics is talked of, 
A man who has two hundred thouſand bayonets at his 


command, can do no ee miſchief to a contumacious 


people. . 15 


M. Rapavy DE ST. Erizxxz, on the ſame Queſtion. | 


* It is ſuperfluous, after what has been urged, to 


dwell on the queſtion of the permanence of the aſſem- 
bly. The neceſſity of it is acknowledged previouſly to 


a end on the e ſanction. This permanence, in 


fa 


—When ſhall they exerciſe the Ok: you bare given 


1 


fad, is a ſtrong rampart againſt deſpotiſm, and will eha- 
ble us to judge of the utility and the nature of the veto- 
The nation is one ; ſo ſhould be its repreſentatives; and 
to vote ſubſidies, and make laws in its name, is a conſe. 
quence of that unity. It is eaſy to conceive how a peo- 
ple, poſſeſſed of various privileges, has endeavoured to 
preſerve them even by a vicious organization. 
Let us caſt our eyes on England, che upper cham- 
ber is only a remnant of the feudal government; whilſt 
the houſe of commons preſents us with the reſult of na- 
tional liberty, reſpetting even the impotent relics of an 
uſurped power. To the upper houſe are oppoſed the 
commons. From this oppoſition originates the dignity 
called peerage, which is beſtowed upon the great, and 
raiſes them above their fellow citizens; and this royal 
veto has become the mediator. Such was the ſyſtem 
e to us of having an upper and lower houſe.” 

M. Dzmzunitrs very laconically faid, © I ſhall 
Fupport the permanency and the unity of the legiſlative 
power againſt the abſolute veto, and do propoſe a coun- 
eil of reverſion to examine the acts of the legiſlative, and 

to judge ſtate criminals, and miniſters.” “ 

The Marquis DE Marwesias with equal laconi- 
eiſm ſaid, * I propoſe that the afſembly ſhould fit at a 
_ conſiderable diſtance both from the court and the capi- 
tal, that its members may be alike free from ſedublion, 
and the menaces of the people,” | 
 Mangvis DE StLLtky, —*f Nothing but leanings 
can remain for me, after ſo complete a harveſt. In the 
important diſcuſſions which have engaged the aſſembly, 
litile has been left unlaid'© on n both nien or the e 


| firmneſs 


. 
„„ 
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frmneſs has triumphed over all. You: have operated 
the great revolution, which aſtoniſhes, and will continue 
to aſtoniſn Europe; but we have yet got but a glimpſe 
ol the dawn of liberty. Every thing which has led us 
to the point at which we now are, proves the energy of 
the nation. The examples of patriotiſm afford an addi - 
tional proof of the reſources there are in er wy 
bow richly the French deſerve to be happy. 1775 

4 Shall the aſſembly be permanent or not 2—Shall 


there be one or two chambers?—Liberty is the general | 


viſh of all the French. I might diſpenſe with ſpeaking 


on the Ape png which ſeems to be a decided point; 


but the people have a right to command me, and to com- 
mand the e of my ideas. EP 
He then ON o the OY . ſix propolon 
following 
1% That the afembly: be e obriniationty Pee 
that its activity exiſt four months annually, Wg which 
it ſhall receive accounts from all public agents. 
42. That it ſhall be formed of a one e chamber 
and be newly elected every three years. 
* 3. That no new laws ſhall e force until they 


wh been ſanctioned by the king. 
4. That the moment this is opined, they be put 


in execution 

4 5, That on 1 this eee an eppes ſhall 
be made to the people, their conſtituents. 
6. That when their wiſhes are known, the king wan | 
not have the right to refuſe,” 

After many hours on theſe e e the Fa. 55 
pelt into the queſtion of one or two chambers. 


M. yz LANTUIN AIs ſaid, « As for the Ae of 
Vor. 1. B b 
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the chambers, they are equal in power, if they be _ 
ed vithequality, without diſtinction, and by balloi. 
this plan, already propoſed to you by the abbe Aye 
there appears to me the evident advantage of giving 
maturity to our deliberations; but if you admit of an 
upper houſe, the ſmaller number would command the 
greater, and private views take place of the general in. 
tereſt. The national aſſembly would be palfied; and 
on the ruins of that nobility, Who now are what they 
can, and what they ought to be, you would ere the 
wolt monſtrous monument of axiſtocracy; an ariſto- 
 cracy as fatal to the king as to the nation. The advo- 
_ cates for two houſes run aſtray with the opinions of a 
certain claſs of writers, to whoſe oracles they conſtantly 
appeal; but far be from this aſſembly the ſentiment of 
the inconſiſtent DELOLME, of that Mor ESU, who 
never would throw off the prejudices of the gown. Far 
be from us the dogmas of the American Abus; of 
that Don Quixote of nobility, the corrupt preceptor of a 
great nobleman ;:theſe names have loſt all their autho- 
rity, Who does not know that England, by the inertis 
olf her veto, wants innumerable good laws, and that her 
good laws are but indifferently executed; that in Eng 
land every thing is radically ſo ill; that nne n 
more by gold and favour than by talents? - 
In England the people frequently find their 1 
e againſt the parliament in the royal veto, and 
throw themſelVes for proteRion into the arms of their 
king. Gentlemen allege, that the Engliſh are diſſatiſ 
fied with their conflitution; but that people have given 
ſufficient proofs of their courage to convince you, that 


if that were . the caſe, they would loſe no time in 
| * righting 
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righting - 6 know not how it in Hat our 
wiſdom, our young eels can venture perpetually 
to criticiſe a nation which by long experience: has been 
able io acquire freedom, and to preſerve ii. 
Various other members gave their reſpettive opinions 
At laſt M. LE CaMus was peamlittelt u 10 alt . 
four grand conſtitutional queſtionss N 
1. Shall the. e eee be permanent. 


periodical? - Fr. 5 
1 2. Shall. aw be ohe or bro chambers? 0, 4614 
4 g. Shall there be a roynl ſanttion? 8 


4. Shall it be ſuſpenſive or ape 85 

Aſter ſome new! controverſy, the permanence, 200 
he. jndiviſibility of;the mn PR Were. 1 
to by a great majority. . 
I The final diſcuſſion of the rogal deten was ben re- 

bed imo NS: £4) 


» Firſt: Gunten, „„ 
. Cam 1055 king refuſe his ATE to dhe eſtabliſh 


ment of the conſtitution?” EEC To dT CITE OO Z 
Second 8 „ 

* Shall the king: refuſe his ee to ihe enaflions\ of 

te legilltve ee V 02 - 
1 Shall Wa diffent he peng f 7 nt 


2... Fourth Queſtion. „ £1} 
8 11 big piss ENT is ſuſpenſive, how long mal 10 
ulpenlive efficacy ein 5 Tor ON 1 7 or r for REY 518. 
tions ?“)“ . „ 7 
The firſt was 3 . | 
The ſecond was decided in the affirmmive. #3 
The third was likewiſe carried, which decrees the 
B b 2 a king 


rin Wan % 
e 2 


8 . N 
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king a ſuſpenſive veto: 673 voted: ai EG: n 
it eleven would not vote. 


11 The fourth was left re 


While the queſtion concerning FE EN ol ihe 


veto was diſcuſſing, more frequent accounts than ever 


arrived in Paris of tumults and diſorders in the provin- 
ces. At Huningue, in Alſace, a nobleman's ſteward, 


carrying off ſome papers and title deeds from his maſ. 


ter's caſtle, had been killed by the people, who accuſed 
him of aſſiſting in a monopoly of corn. Marſeilles 
was in great commotion. Count CaxAMANM, the com. 


mandant of the place, had been forced to fly, and many 
_ officers were reported to be killed for having ordered 


the military to fire upon the populace. | Scarce a _ 


vince was free from theſe diſturbances and exceſſes. 


The king appeared to be deeply affected at the Nate 


of the country at this time; and, from the following 
letter, which he ſent to the heads of the clergy, it ſhould 
ſeem that he thought the diſorder paſt all human fkilt to 

remove. His greateſt admirers never failed to produce 


this letter as a teſtimony of his piety, and the goodneſs 
of his heart. It ſupplies the place of a long and tedious 


_ enumeration of the riots and commotions which were 


ſpreading all over France, and exhibits thoſe awful ca- 
lamities which the monarch ſhould have exerted himſelf 


in time to prevent, but which now were accumulated to 


ſuch a degree, as made the moſt zealous advocates for 


order and juſtice, and the beſt friends to ee 5 


their country, ſhudder to ooh on. 
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s — mals LETTER O. THE. PRELACY OF TKANCT: | 


„ Sins, e | | 
«You ſee very obviouſly the e Gehe calamities 
vhich afflict my dominions : you know that bands of 
robbers are committing the moſt predatory outrages in 
the provinces, where, not contented with the perpetra. | 
tion of the moſt violent and barbarian ravages, they have 
proceeded to excite in the inhabitants a ſpirit of defec. 
tion and revolt; and even carried their audacity ſo fat 
2s to counterfeit my orders ; fo far as to diſperſe pre- 
ended acts of my council, tending to perſuade the peo- 
ple, that, in the attack and demolition of caſtles, and it 
the deſtruttion of archives and titles to property, they 
executed my will. It is thus, that in the name of the 
ſovereign, born the protettor of j juſtice, and in the name 
of a monarch, who'I can ſay has approved himſelf its 
conſtant defender during his reign, they have excited 
the people to outrages which the moſt tyrannical op- 
preſſors had dreaded to avow. In fine, to augment the 
diſorder, and complete the general calamity, the coun- 
terband, ſupported by an armed force, deſtroys, with an 
alarming progreſs, the revenues of the ſtate, and drains 
thoſe reſources deſtined either to the payment of the 
moſt legitimate debts, or to that of the national troops, 
Wale the ang. eee ha ho (OUNCE to He public 
"7M This is not yet all; a new ſpecies of eat pe⸗ 
netrates my ſoul with the moſt grievous afflition. My 
people, diſtinguiſhed by the mildneſs of their manners 
and charaQer;; my people, in ſome places, happily in- 
"In in ew” I” taken upon themfelves to be the ar- 
j | | | biters 
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biters and executioners of 3 1 the depo. 
ſitaries of the law, after the moſt mature examination, 
have never determined without a ſecret emotion. 
& $9 many evils, ſo many alflictions, oppreſs my 

ſoul; and having employed, in concert with the na. 
tional aſſembly, every expedient chat remained i in my 
power io ſtop the courſe of theſe diſorders; warned by 
experience how limited is human wiſdom, 1 defign pub. 
licly to implore the aid of Divine Providence, in the 
hope, that the prayers of a whole people will move the 
Supreme Being, and draw upon this kingdom the blcſ., 
fings of which it has ſo. much need. The fineneſs of the 
harveſt i in moſt parts of the kingdom, that benefit be- 
come ſo neceſſary and ſo Precious, ſeems to announce 
that the protettion of heaven is not yet entirely wich. 
drawn from us; and that to our prayers. we ſhall have 
to join atis of thankſgiving- Accompany theſe prayers 
with the moſt preſſing exhortations; make the people 
ſenſible ; make all my ſubjetts ſenſible, that the proſpe- 
rity of the ſtate, that the happineſs of individuals, efſen- 
- tially depend on an exaQt obſervance of the laws. The 

ſucceſs of violence, and its criminal proſperity, is but 
momentary ; all will, on every fide, riſe againſt it; and 
men who violate the focial compa, that. foundation of 
public tranquillity, will ſuffer, ones en ne 
puniſhment. ts | 

« Wealth and poſſeſſions. are e bet, nor can waa be, 

diſtributed in equal portions; but, vhen the rich live, 
without apprehenſion or diſtruſt, in the midſt of thoſe 
who are lels affluent, their ſuperſluity neceſſarily reverts 
to induſtry, commerce, .and agriculture ; and as their 
Wee are bounded 0 the immutable laws of Pro- 
| Fo PR 
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vidence, they are often leſs happy than thoſe whoſe liſe 
is occupied by labour, and who are removed from the 
tumult of the paſſions. But what you ſhould chiefly re- 
call to my ſubjetts, i is, that in aſſembling around 

REPRESENTATIVES of the NATION, I have Wan 
cipally at heart, to aſſuage the lot of the people, by 
every diſpoſition that appears to me reconcileable with 


that which is due to juſtice. Already, aQtuatgd by the 


ſame ſpirit, the prelates, the nobles, the gentry, the rich 
men of all conditions, are emulous in the means of ren- 
dering the people happier; and to attain this end, they 
have offered ſacrifices that could not of right have been 
exadted from them. Exhort, then, all my ſuhjełts to 
await with tranquillity the ſucceſs of theſe patriotic dif- 
poſitions ; remove, diſſuade them from diſturbing their 
progreſs by inſurrections, calculated to diſcourage and 
deter the well-intentioned. Though all the world ſhould 
abandon them, I ſhall yet watch over them; and my 
people may confide themſelves to my protection, and 
to my love; but never at any time has there been in 
_ their favour ſo general à concurrence of the wills and 
affeftions of all orders of ſociety. Exhort them, then, 
to be grateful, and to manifeſt this ſentiment by their 
_ obedience to the laws of juſtice; caution - point out 
to theſe good people, the ſnarcs of the wicked, to the 
end that they may fpurn from them the enemies of their 
country; alt thoſe who would ſeduce them to atis of 
violence; all thoſe who would di ſſuade them from con- 
tributing their part to the public burthen, and thus de- 
grade them Tons the e ee nne of Heron 
mw ſtate. 7 

I, 1 9575 teen impoſt A compoſe the Falten re- 


venues, 
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venues, ſhall be examined in courſe by the national 
aſſembly; thoſe which appear onerous, ſhall be re- 
placed by others, and all ſhall be ſucceſſively amelio- 
rated by good management and the regularity. of col. 
| leflion, But till that approaching epoch of a general 
arrangement, all my ſubjects are equally intereſted in 
the maintenance of order; for confuſion draws on in- 
creaſed confuſion; and often at ſuch a time, the wiſdom 
of man is unable to remedy the evil in its full extent, and 
to ſtop the progreſs of enmity and mutual diſtruſts, 1 
ſhall make, for the re-eſtabliſhment of order in the finan- 
ces, all the perſonal renunciations, which ſhall be judged 
neceſſary and convenient; ſince, not only by the dimi. 
nution of the pomps or pleaſures of the throne, which 
ſor ſome time have been converted into bitterneſs and 
affliction; but by the greateſt ſacrifices, I wiſh to be 
empowered . to reſtore to wy; ſokjoſts en, and 
happineſss. 

Come i tomy aid; adminiſter the inks 1 celeſli 
conſolation ;/bring your prayers, your exhortations; call 
heaven to our aſſiſtance, and to the ſuccours of the lan- 
guiſhing ſtate! I invite you with the moſt earneſt im- 
portunity: I 8 I build on We zeal and obe- 
enen Won. 


2 ought to be obſerved, that 4 he . of 
tze aſſembly on the quality or power which ſhould be 

. annexed to the veto, the king offered, by the hands of 
M. Neckar, a letter to the preſident, which, though it 
Profeſled to ſpeak of other articles on the conſtitution, 
and of thedeclarations of rights, was ſhrewdly conceived 


to be written for the purpoſe of influencing the mem- 
8 bers, 


& 
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ks 100 giving a bias to the deliberations on the ſub- 
ject before them. It was therefore debated, whether it 
as proper the contents of that letter ſhould be com- 
municated to the aſſembly. The Abbe Gregoire faid, 
either the reading of this paper will or will not in⸗ 
fluence the councils of this aſſembly. In the latter 
caſe it is ſuperfluous, in the former it is dangerous.” 
The count de Mirabeau ſaid, he preſumed-it could not 
be denied that the king had a right to declare his opi- 
nion on the conſtitution. However independant the 
nation may be, ſaid he, no concluſion can be drawn from 
iu that the king has not a right to tranſmit his opinion; 


ſince that would be ſaying he has not the power to re- 8 


{uſe the conſtitution, as far as concerns his perſon as a 
man. But at the ſame time, he obſerved, that his opi- 
nion was a matter of indifference. What ſignifies it, 
3 whether the king does or does not deſire the 
This veto has never been diſputed on his ac- 
5 but for the intereſt of the nation. Should he 
even refuſe the veto, which he ſaid was impoſſible, it 
vas not leſs the duty of the hs tone, it to 05 | 
royal prerogativ ee. | 


The reading of the letter 1 was ns but i its contents „ 


found their w to the OI: and were as follow: : 


To 4 Profilent and M | | "op of * + National 2 
0 Gentlemen, „„ REC”, : 


* Laws. newly. 3 can only — properly 
aue * when taken in their e maſs in ſuch 


vor. TY | hog. 85 ce 6 


; + & 
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great and OR: objects, che whole i is joined wu ont 

common link. © 
46 Neverthcleſs, I feel it extremely ak that i in a 
moment when we invite the nation to come to the ſuc- 
cour of the ſtate, by a ſingle a of confidence and pa- 
friotiſm, we ſhould aſſure it of their neceſſity and pro- 
priety. Therefore, in the hope that the firſt articles of the 
conſtitution which you have preſented/to me, united 
with the continuation of your labours, will fulfil the 
expeRtation of my people, and ſecure the happineſs and 
proſperity of my kingdom; 1 acquieſce in many of theſe 
articles according to your 'defire, but on this poſitive 
condnion, from which I never will depart, that the ge- 
neral refult of your dehberations ſhall leave the entire 
_ efffett of the executive e i we bands oy the 1 wo⸗ 

narch. 

. A een 5 view of my obſervations tran be laid 
before you; by which you will be made acquainted, 
that, in the preſent order of things, T can neither with 
efficacy protea the recovery of legal impoſitions, the 
free circulation of money and proviſions, nor the indi- 
vidual ſafety of my citizens. I will nevertheleſs fu} 
the eſſential duties of royalty ;—the welfare of my ſub- 
jefts, the public tranquillity, and the preſervation of 
good order among ſociety, are dependent on it. It is 
my with, therefore, that we make it a common caule to 
remove thoſe obſtacles which may e ſo ſe 
able and ſalutary an end. 95 
elt remains for me to acquaint 11 with Mane 
that il I give my acquieſcence to the various #tticles of | 
the conſtitution which you have laid beſore me, it is 
not that they are OE to my ideas, a model of 

7 perfection; 
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perfeftion; but that I conſider it ne in me not 
to delay paying attention to the preſent wiſhes of the 
deputies of the nation, and the alarming circumſtances | 
which fo ſtrongly invite us to reſtore the public tran- 
quillity, and confidence among the people. 

I do not now explain myſelf on your declaration 
of the rights of man and citizen. It contains very ex- 
cellent maxims proper to guide your deliberations; but 
principles which are liable to different applications, and 
even conſtruQions, cannot be juſtly appreciated; not 
is it neceſſary they ſhould be until the moment when 
their true ſenſe is fixed 180 thoſe laws to which they are 
ia ſerve as a baſis. 


10, (Signed) | ” | 5 5 | 1 


This letter cauſed Sent alarm to many of the patri · 


otic members of the aſſembly, but it occaſioned ſtill 


more out of doors. A, very numerous popular ſociety 
of high reſpe& in Paris read it in full meeting, and de- 
clared it to be ho leſs than royal hatred to liberty, and 
a menace to its beſt defenders; they therefore invited 
every one of their members, and even every ſtranger 
that viſited them, to wear tle national cockade, and ex- 
|  horted all the ſections of Paris to enforce the example. 
It was declared to be an unpardonable crime at ſo critical 
a moment to be indifferent to the public ſafety, and 
held out a warning to thoſe who might att in defiance 
of ſuch a patriotic injunction, of being accufed of trea.. 
lon to their country. 5 
be deliberation concerning the damiion of the le- 
ewes was opened in the aſſembly, after the queſtion 
of "OW the letter, had been diſpoſed of. It was 
c „„ 8 argued 


4 


1 7 
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49980 with propriety by a newbicy of the legiſlative 
committee, that this was a neceſſary queſtion, and ought 
to precede all others, even the Eg ones on the 
conſtitution. = | 

The members moſt connefted with the court were 
deſirous of extending its exiſtence to an unreaſonably 
long period. The queſtion was at laſt brought irto 
ſome compaſs ; it was, whether it ſhould continue for 


one, two, three, or ous years. | 


M. px Sr. 8 in recommendation of annual 
election ſaid, © Is it to be alledged, that the legiſlature 

will become more experienced, if the legiſlation be pro 

longed beyond a year; this would be admitting two ages 
in the aſſembly, its infancy and maturity. This were to 
warn to diffidence againſt connedtions, againſt early laws, 
by counſelling you to reſpett only its later deciſions. 
„ Beſides, that by fixing the period of the national 
aſſen+ly to one year, you guard againſt connettions, 
againſt the danger of uſurping an authority which no 
man, or body of men, ought to poſſeſs. 

Every one diſcovers at a glance, the extent of the 
combinations of the legiſſative body; and who is igno- 
rant of the natural propenſity of man, to uſurp a power 
which is not confided to him! The ſpirit of conqueſt, 
to uſe the expreſſion, is inherent in human nature. This 
danger will be leſs formidable i in e to the fre- 
__ quency of elections“. 

M. Buzor, on the ſame Gde ſaid, 66 By Mn 
elektions we ſhall encourage the LIBERTY of THE 
rzOPLE, and perpetuate that general ferment which is 


its beſt e We Iball give the people manners 
analogous 
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analogous to freedom, and furniſh them with defenders 
and repreſentatives from amongſt the buſieſt claſſes of 
ſociety, who, but for the ſhort duration of their legt- 
ative exiſtence, muſt be compelled to abandon the 
rights of repreſentation to the more opulent. With an 
aſſembly of four years duration, we ſhall ſoon have an 


ariſtocracy of the rich; an ariſtocracy. a thouſand times 


more dangerous than thoſe we have ſo recently ſubdued 
and which would terminate in ſecuring to themſelves a 
perpetuity in the national aſſemblies. As for the im- 
polts, they will henceforth 1 as muſt be, annually ex- 
amined.“ 

The ABR 8 as if deſtined | to attark liberty 
at all points, ſaid, againſt annual elections, The dan- 
gers of corruption are as great in one year as in many; 
the danger of enthuſiaſm and precipitation, the ſame in 
one day, as in a year. The ſpirit of ſyſtem may att with 
no lels force on the aſſembly in one year than in many, 
for eloquent and ſyſtematical orators will introduce 
themſelves into the legiſlative body. But what appears 
io me ſtill more dangerous, is a want of continuity in 
the purſuits of the aſſemblies, which is inevitable in thoſe 
of ſhort duration. Beſides, what operations will they 
be able to effet in one year? We ſhall ſee them con- 
tinually led by the miniſter; conſulting him, and doing 
nothing but referring every thing to Ms and framing 
their decifions on his diſcretion.” | 

M. DzMzunizs, on the fame ſide. —4 Tbe term 
of one year is liable to ſeveral inconveniences; ſuch as 
the loſs of time, the frequent removal of the ele Hors, 
the multiplicity of intrigues, and the, danger of a con- 
tinual ferment, 1 would take therefore. the mean term 

OE 


I 
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of two years, as better ſuited to the 1 and cir, 
cumſtances of France; in which the elections vill be 
inſinitely more popular than in England, where the elec. 
tive power is conſined indeed to a very ſmall body of * 
the people. It is a ſacred duty to feed the holy flame 
of freedom; but after the ſevere ſhock our country hay 
ſuſtained, we have need likewiſe of a little calm, which 
it is not ſo eaſy to produce amidſt the _ and xy 
of popular elections. 

M. TaAxdtr, ſaid, The ee movement which 
has taken poſſeſſion of the whole aſſembly, is at once 
worthy of their patriotiſm, and of the confidence repoſed 
in them by the people: but your. diſintereſted ardour 

' ſhould be ſtayed by one reflection. We are called 
upon to frame a conſtitution; when that is done, your 
powers will expire, and you wilt announce it by a de. 
bree; but in the mean while, of what uſe is it to know 
the day on which we are to ſeparate, more eſpecially 4 
when we conſider the handle that may be made of it, 
to throw obllacles in the way of our deliberations, - 
Beſides, do you forget that you are bound by a ſolemn = 
oath not to quit your ſituation till the oy | Tom which 
is entruſted to you ſhall be completed” 

The queſtion was at Oy ot men; in e following 
terms. 1 5 
Shall the LEGISsLA TAE be biene or een 
Eight hundred and fix voted it e 1 . 
oppoſition of forty-eight 
5 Thus the determination was  coneluded. 

The moſt diſtinguiſhed and nen analen! in the 


hiſtoric volumes of antiqu ity, exhibit nothing more im- 
| portant, 


* 
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porta; 1 intereſting, more diverſified and aſtoniſh= 
ing than the work at this time before the national as 
bly of France. It was not randy that the deſtiny of 
twenty-five millions of Frenchmen was attached to the 
iſue of this ſenatorial and civil ſtruggle; all the govern- 
ments in Europe were more immediately or more re- . 
motely concerned therein. That ſo extenſive and po- 
pulous a kingdom, immerſed in every ſpecies of volup- CE ts 
tuouſneſs and effiminacy, eſtranged as it had been dur= 
ing centuries from even ideal liberty, and familiarized , -_ 
to the chains of deſpotiſm, ſhould attempt to become a 
freer people than any. in Europe, by preſcribing limita- 
tions to the regale, is ſuch a viciſſuude as the poſterity _ 
of the whole: globe will conteraplate with aftoniſhmez . 
for ages to come. That a vitiated people ſhould at once 
| emulate Roman virtue; that ceremonious. gallantry "2 
ſhould change into magnanimous patriotiſim: that ſer- *: 
vile adulators of monarchy ſhould become its\honeft dic | 
tators, is ſo grand a mutation, as puts the moſt eraſty po- 
liticians of Gothic governments to their wit's- end. 
I be women had now throvn aſide their Aliatic eſſe- 
| minacy, and were worthy to be ranked among the daugh- 
ters of ancient Rome. No ſooner had the financial 
miniſter made an appeal to the generoſity of the citizens, 
through the bereft condition of the national trealury, . 
| than the tables of the aſſembly were covered; with patri- 
olie gifts, in the form of rings, trinkets, bracelets, dia - 
monds, watches, &c. theſe ere de e e | 
the venerable widows' mite. | 
The donations in money Fun 00 ee cor. 
porations, cities, provinces, &c. though they ſell far 


ny of-the neceſſities of the _ contObuted, neuer · 
1 
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theleſs, largely to the preſent occaſions, and prevented 
the aſſembly from being forced into ſudden meaſures 
which might have fruſtrated its more remote deſigns, 
The amount of theſe offerings i is not exattly to be aſ- 
coertained at this time, but it is preſumed they did not 
fall ſhort, in the firſt ſix months, of thirty-five millions 
of livres (nearly a million and half ſterling.) 

The debates in the aſſembly, after the diſcuſfion of 
the veto, grew more and more intereſting, more mo- 
mentous. The diſquiſitions of the French orators, on 
deeply political ſubjects, have not been ſo flimſy or 
verboſe as might have been expected. As the impor. 
tance of their labours encreaſed, their talents for ſpeak- 
ing appear to have riſen alſo; Allowing for the intem- 
perance of a few, who may be conſidered as debating 
upon caſes of life and death, and not inſiſting upon ha- 
' bitual gravity, as an eſſential quality in a public ſpeaker, 
the French ſenate has exhibited more Cn, and more 
eloquence, than any other we read of. . 

On the ſubject of the veto, and in the Abbe aden 
on the the legiſlature, the ſpeeches of M. pz ST. Far- 
14, and M. e are nne! N of 1 

and rhetoric. = 
In the erettion of this newyo li, en has often 
been blended with oratory ; but when theſe ſuggeſtions 
have ftruck at the prejudices, or wounde@the intereſts 
of a part of the legiſlators, oppoſition has ſtarted up 
with vehemence; and that which ſhould have terminated 
by diſcuſſion, has frequently degenerated into combat, 

The minority in the aſſembly had been 1 

1 ſome matetial article of ene importanc 
"ey Were not vanquiſhed. ' EM 


F 
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be people out of the ſenate were uneaſy tes the 
apprehenſion of an undue exerciſe of the prerogative of 


the veto: there was moreover a republican ſpirit ſpread- 


ing faſt throughout t the country. If the Engliſh conſti- 
tution had been the deſirable model to many of the 


French political architetts, the American was not leſs ſo * 


| to others, and among theſe were men of YOu COMME 
able influence for talents and obſervation. * | 


It was at this period that the ableſt writers in France 1 


took up the pen. Their diſſertations on the dangers to 


be apprehended from the veto, produced an uncommon | 


_ effeft on the public mind, and ſhewed, by anticipation, 
to the leaſt clear-ſighted, what might be expeRted to fol- 
low the firſt inſtance of its exerciſe to the flappomnunent | 


of the general will. 
The patriotic contributions, though very. conſider- 


able at this time; quadrated in no degree with the pub- | 


lic expenditure. M. Neckar, who ſeemed to weary in 
the taſk, came to the aſſembly once more, with a. preſ- 
ing memorial on the ſubjeA of the finances, He had 


been ill, and this was his firſt public appearance ſince - 
his recovery. Aﬀer a long peroration on the great de- 


falcation in the revenues, and on the ſolicitude of the 


public creditors for the eſtabliſhment of a fund for their | 


payments, he concluded as follows: 


lt is impoſſible, gentlemen, that credit cx can flou. 


riſh in a country expoſed. to continual inſurreQions- 


No aft being more free than that of confidence, it can- 
not eſtabliſh itſelf but in the midſt of peace and internal 
tranquillity,—Thus, whatever meaſures you take, gen- 


tlemen, for re-eſtabliſhing this baſis of public happineſs 
and proſperity, will facilitate the loan, by reſtoring to 


Nei . 3 ä 


| advantages you proffer them, Tut whillt occu. 
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circulation its wonted aQtivity.. In e all your 
powers for. ſecuring the collection of impoſts, you re- 
lie ve from all poſſible apprebenſions the lenders and the 
creditors of the ſtate. Great difficulties indeed preſent 
themſelves in the midſt of attual ' diſcredit, and the 
hitherto , unknown ſcarcity. of money. But we muſt 
attack, we muſt overcome thoſe. obſtacles, If a firſt 
expedient prove inſufficient, even fails, we muſt, un- 
diſcouraged, recur to another. Let our own, and fo. 


reign nations ſee, that the national aſſembly is penetrated 
vith a conviction of the neceſſity. of regulating the finan. 


ces, and of applying every, means, and alli its powers, to 

the attainment of that great object. OO 
Then, gentlemen, all good citizens, animated with 
your zeal, will ſecond your efforts, and hope and con. 


| = qe revive. The rigorous ſyſtem of economy that 


you deſign, in concert with the king, to e Will 
alone have great effect. 
4 I do not believe, gentlemen, that the | inquiries and 
the labours attached to the conſiderations I have ſub- 
mitted to you, will retard the preſent great and i impor. 
tant march that the national aſſembly purſues; but, 
ſhould your attention find itſelf for a moment engaged 
on new objefs, ariſing from the critical ſtate of public | 
affairs, that univerſal intereſt which you maniſeſt for the 
public ſafety and happineſs, will further enhayce to | 
grateſul nation the merit- of your labours. Le 
Men, tortured with apprehenfions for the ſecurity 
of their fortunes, are ſevere judges. Their apprehen- 


ſions muſt be removed, and their preſent ſecurity fully 


aſcertaineC, in diſpoſing them to value thoſe reverſion 


pied 
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pied i in th 
thoſe general views which are the objekt of your deli. 
berations, the king's miniſters, aſſured of his majeſty's 
intentions, take, in the ſucceſs of your labours, a juſt 
and true intereſt. Whenever you think it of uſe to 
confer with them collectively, or with the miniſter of 
the finances in particular, you will find on their part the 
utmoſt promptitude in correſponding with your inten. 
tions. There cannot, at this time, be too ſtrong a 
league in favour of the public good. 'Rejef not then, 
gentlemen, reje not any helps; but above all, unite 
in attaining the re- eſtabliſhment of order i the finances; 
whatever be your objełt, whilſt one ſentiment, one in- 
tereſt, one ſpirit, pervades and animates you, that ob- 
jet is undoubtedly attainable. The nation evidences' 
your unanimity, and your efforts; will conſider your 
ſucceſs as certain, and tranquillity will take 2 of dil. 
truſt and inquietude. 535 

l entreat pardon of the W 00 aſſembly, if, prefſed 
by the urgency of affairs, I have expreſſed my ideas 
but imperfealy. Yet ſubmitting theſe with confidence 
io that enlightened and auguſt body, I chiefly aſpire to 
preſent it wich the conſtant and reſpectful homage or 
my unreſeved devotion to the good of the fate, and 
| " 1 of the king. | 
E Nicxgg. 
* Verſailles, #7th 40. 110. i 
u vas now that the vectefiRich began to ſee the ut- 
ter impoſſibility of long retaining the immenſe trea- 
ſures and revenues of the church. They, with an auk- |, 
vard grace, began by offering alt the bes an when 


D d | | was 


* 5 


| e regulation of the fmances, you promote all 
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was not neceſſary to divine ſervice, and conſiderable 
quantities were ſent to the mint. But even at ſo early 
a period as this, a very ſhameful traffic, in buying up 
ſpecie and exporting it, was carried on and counte. 
nanced by men in authority ; ſo that as ſoon as this and 
other plate had been coined, its face was never "ſeen 
afterwards in France; and though many individuals of 
diſtinction, as well as perſons of inferior note, were pu- 
niſhed in a dreadful and exemplary manner for ſend- 
ing the gold and filver to emigrants and others in 
foreign parts, yet the praftice became almoſt univerſal. 
Men were ſtopped on the frontjers with louis d'or's and 
ecus, ſewed in their waiſtcoats and other parts of their 
apparel ; it was alſo ſent away in caſks, ſecreted i in ar- 
ticles of merchandize. 


7 


_ RELIGION AND TOLERATION, 


. in al revolutions whare the ming; is eee HY 
its civil ſhackles, it never fails to examine and contem- 
plate its right to independency, with reſpeRt to its re- 
ligious ſentiments; ſo the French began now to pay 
leſs obedience and reverence to their eecleſiaſtical 
rulers. The churches of Paris were almoſt forſaken, or 
moſtly frequented by old men, women, and children. 
The clergy began to be alarmed for the decline of 
their power, and were more jealous than ever with re- 
ſpeft to the toleration about to be adopted by the 
leading men in the afſembly. Frequent, though not 
laſting diſſenhons had been excited on this matter, al- 


though it appeared to be the wiſh of the molt us 
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ened men in the legiſlature to avoid every theologicah t 
diſpute if poſſible, till the civil liberties of the peoples © | 
vere eſtabliſhed. But as upon all occaſions which pre- | | 
ſented themſelves, the bigoted among the repreſenta- L 
tives threw out as their opinion, that it was necef- | 
ay te provide againſt any encroachment on the ( culte 
lominant) eftablifhed religion; the ſubjett of tolera- 
tion was entered into largely, ſo much to the honour of 
| that philoſophy, which had ſo greatly contributed io , 
beuer the civil condition of the country. The fenti- 1 
ments of every man who ſpoke upon this ſo rational an 1 
| indulgence, would be worth printing, if it were neceſ- 1 
ary to treat largely upon the ſubject, but thoſe of 
M. DE LA Box DE and MiRABEAU are fufficient to 
ſhew thereon the liberal Rte har of _ TOS: le. 


e 


MI. DE LA Bonpz, on Toleration, 


6 eie e is the ſentiment wich which we e ſhould E li 
al be animated at this moment. Were it poſſible to ſup- | 
poſe an attempt to control religious opinions, it would 
| juſtly be conſidered as the moſt cruel att of deſpotiſm 
by every enlightened citizen. I ſhall not here remind 
| you of the torrents of blood which have flowed in con- 
ſequence of intolerance, nor of the ravages it has com- 
| mitted among nations. Europe ſtill affords a very ex- 
traordinary ſpectacle in the diverſity of its religions, 
| and in the deſpotiſm exerted in their maintenance by | 
ſome of its governments ; but what has this ſeverity pro- | | 
duced? It has made perſecution' neceffary ; and per- - 
ſceution has only multiplied and encouraged ſeRts. - I 2 

i 
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vas once witneſs of a circumſtance I never ſhall forget 
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I happened to be preſent in a town where a n 
was carried on againſt the quakers, and one of the num. 


ber, who was over. looked, exclaimed with regret, “ what 


have I done, that I ſhould not be perſecuted alſoꝰ 


N eutrality on religious matters is undoubtedly the wiſeft 


meaſure. ' The leaders of mankind are called upon by 


their duty to maintain peace; and the ſureſt method of 


not troubling it, is by reſpecting every form of worſhip, | 
I confeſs that it gives me pain to ſee chriſtians invoking 


the civil authority in favour of a religion which ſhould 


rely ſolely on its dottrine ; and how is that dofine, 
which commands us to love God with all our heart, and 


ourneighbour as ourſelves, to be maintained and ſecured 
from revolutions by violence? Earthly powers certain. 
ly have no common connettion with religion; eſtabliſhed 


government may prevent any interruption to public 


- worſhip, but it cannot determine LIBERTY or con- 


sc. The free exerciſe of religion i is a ſacred pto- 


perty appertaining to every citizen. How can he be 


robbed of it by chriſtian authority, ſince Chriſt and his 
apoſtles recommended gentleneſs. ' Let us reſpe@ fo- 


reign forms of worfhip, that ours may be reſpetted; it 


is impoſſible that ſhe ſhould profeſs other ſentiments, 
our religion ſhould prove no anno to 'te free exer- 
ciſe of every mode of worſhip.” “ 

Count de Mirabeau ſeemed to vin the Kibjea 


waved for the preſent, but very tm pert an 10 5 
e of e e on it. Fe 


„„ 


Cox DE . on „„ 7 


"« This is neither the time nor place to ſpeak of tole- 


ration ; for the toleration' we all witneſs appears to me 
the 


ws 


ys 
+ 
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the. _ ſcandalous intolerance... Public worſhip: is 


not a rights, nor can it be claſſed among thoſe: which 


men bring into ſociety. Thus conſidered, public vor- 


ſhip is a mere human inſtitution: thus conſidered, it is 


a duty, and not a right; but from this duty originates a 


queſtion of right, whether human authority can legiti- 


mately diſturb a citizen in the exerciſe of his religious 
opinions. It is not in your power to prevent diverſity 


of opinions; they cannot thereſore be conſiſtently at- 


ucked. This diverſity is the right of every one; every 
man, therefore, ſhould reſpe&t the worſhip of another. 


We are wandering out of the queſtion. This is an ob. 


jet to which you will apply. yourſelves, with many 
others, when. you have arrived at legiſlation and inter- 
nal regulations of police, and we ſhall meet together on 


fair ground. Worſhip of any kind is certainly a vene- 


rable inſtitution ; but let it not be objetted, ihat unity 
of worſhip/ is neceſſary for the maintenance of peace. 
Leet us look among the neighbouring nations, diverſity 

of worſhip is admitted, and men enjoy themſelves in. 


peace, and proſper in the neighbouring nations. Be 
not hurried away, then, by circumſtances ; your miſhon 


is of this world; this is not the moment for deliberating 


on the ſubje&t; as for the, proteſtants, they have con- 
trived to manage their affairs not injudiciouſly, nor dil. 


advantageouſly, in the world: your fooliſh anceſtors 
have perſecuted them, and the Supreme Being, in his 
goodneſs, has doubtleſs ſnowered on them theſe tempo- 1 85 
rary ſufferings, as a reward for their bleſſings. What | 
injury do you receive from the man who addreſſes the 


great Author of all in the ſincerity of his heart, no wat- 


ler in what e ? Thear of nothing but che ruling 


7 worſhip 


mii. ruf 


worſhip—it is not certainly a tyrant worſhip! Do gen. 
tlemen mean the worſhip of the prince? but the prince 
has not the right of determining opinions—worſhip i is 

an opinion—your thoughts is your exclulive property, 
and independant of all power. Juſtice alone rule: 


with imperial ſway; and not to injure Os: neighbour 
is the firſt and moſt ſacred of all duties.” 


+ [COMMERCE AND AGRICULTURE, * 65 ö 
Commercial and agricultural committees were nomi. 
nated by the aſſembly from its own members. The 
former, among other objets for their attention, were di- 
redted to enquire into the conſequences of the commer. 
cial treaty with England, and to decide upon the utility 
of an Zaſ India company, which was juſtly repreſented 
as exhauſting the country of its ſpecie, The committee 
were. careful to diſcuſs, with all poſſible tenderneſs, the 
treaty of commerce with England, being defirous to 
avoid the occaſion of a rupture between the two coun- 
tries; they were unqueſtionably in the right to avoid 
fuch an evil; for, with a government in ruins, an ambi- 
. tious ariſtocracy, and a venal clergy keeping the legiſ. 
lature in a perpetual contention, there could be no 
chance of condutting a war with any thing like ſucceſs. 
The ſame cautionwas obſerved not to give umbrage to 
Spain; for whenit was propoſed to lay down a conſtitutional 
Praxis, and declare to what branches of the houſe of 
Bourbon the crown ſhould be declared deſeendible, whe- 
ther that of Spain ſhould be excluded, the aſſembly put 
the queſtion aſide, left a quarrel on that ground, as aforc- 
time, might be invoked. But though the national aſſem- 
bly were thus anxious to keep a rupture at as great a 
e as poſſible wich all the * of * 
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they were well aware that a time would come when 
they ſhould no longer be able to ward it off. They 
knew how buſy the emigrants were to excite their ante 
mies to proteſt againſt the new order of things. 
The count d'Axrois was careſſed at the court 5 
| Ning hade guard of a hundred ſoldiers aſſigned him ; 
and many of the ſtates of Germany had proteſted againſt 
the effect of the declaration of rights, and the other de- 
crees of the 4th of Auguſt, inſiſting, that as holding con- 
ſiderable eecleſiaſtical poſſeſſions in France, they were 
not bound byſthe ee the een eee, my | 
allow them to be valid: Sen td 
Among other ee e to gelieve 4 büskto⸗ 
foe! weight of public expence, and to compenſate in 
part for the relinquiſiment made on the duty upon 
falt,, hich had heretofore produced ſo large a ſum as 
two millions and a half ſterling, was a propoſal to lay a 
1ax of twenty-five per cent. upon all places and incomes, 
and io purge iſie penſion. bt of its groſſneſi. No ſooner 
vas this laſt retrenehment mentioned in the aſſembly, 
than M M. Tacxzrxt LAUBRx, and ſeveral , 1 
nen IGOR . hey of an . | 


| ANOTHER COMMOTION APPAEHENDED. 4 


The aſſembly, as well as the people out of it, n 
to take notice of the backwardneſs of the clergy to 
make their promiſed relinquiſhments. They were alarm- 
ed that the king had not given his ſanction to the de- 
claration of rights, and che Wan inen Bee 
of the conſtitution. 
When the order of the has was ith on ab 400 of 
September, for-diſcuſing the duration of (the bene 
e E e veto 


* 


15 
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veto, a member moved that the order of the day ſhould 
be poſtponed till the king had agreed to the promulga- 


tion of thoſe reſolutions. Some of the members were of 


opinion, that as theſe reſolutions related to a conſtitu. 


tion, it was not abſolutely neceſlary that the king's ap. 
probation ſhould be had. Others aſſerted, that they 
were legiſlative in their nature, as well as conſtitutive, 


and that bis majeſty's aſſent was a me ee 


was of this latter opinion. e 
Aſter a warm debate, it was e 5 ther pre- 


ſident ſhould wait upon the king, and preſent another 


bill, of immediate expediency, with reſpett to the free 


circulation of corn, and prev enting its exportation 3 ſor 

though it was ſo ſhort a period after the harveſt, yet | 
corn became as ſcarce as ever, and ſome- dreadful ex- 
ceſſes had been committed in various places on that 
account. There was another obvious motive for the 
5 3 preſenting this bill, as of temporary urgency, 


to the king for his ſignature, as it was a means of aſcer- 
- taining the cauſe of delay with” reſpe& to the other. 


"The prefident returning from the king, brought with 


him a memozre inſtead of the royal ſfanton. In this his 
majeſty expreſſes his approbation to certain parts of the | 
preſentations, and diſapprobation to others ; he dilap- 
proves of the ſuppre ſſion of feodal rights, but approves 
ol that of the mortmain, and revokes that made by him- 
ſelf in 1779 ; but obſerves that there are perſonal ſer- 


viees of great utility to the proprietors of lands, and which 
could not be ſuppreſſed without indemnification to them, 
That perſonal duties had been for ages converted into 
pecuniary conſiderations, which it would be unjuſt io 
Fo ena the proprietors of without: a recompence. That 


_ among! 
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amongſt the ſeigneurial riglits, the ſuppreſſion of which 
is voted by the aſſembly, there are ſeveral in Alſace he- 


longing to foreign ſovereigns, which could not be done 


away without diſregard to ſolemn treaties made between 
thoſe princes and the crown of France. He approved 
of the redemption of the feudal rights, provided this re. 


demption could be done equitably. 


The ſuppreſſion of the chaſſe (hunting) is cnn: 
of in this memoire ; and the king adds, that orders are 


given to diſcontinue the puniſhments now inflicting on 


ſuch as have been condemned on this account; this was 


to recal to their country's ſervice many miſerable 


wretches who had been ſent to the oars: for ſhooting a 


partridge or a hare! 
The ſuppreſſion of tithes, which is the actual ſup- 


preſſion of between ſixty and cighty millions revenue, 


the king recommends to the further reſlection of the 
aſſembly; he alſo demurs on the ſuppreſſion of the 
annates, or firſt-fruits of a benefice, and the firſt-fruits 


of a living—the former as belonging to- the court of 


Rome, and-the ſecond forming often the principal re- 
venue of biſhoprics, and other benefices. - . 

The royal approbation was thus far 8 
neurial juriſdittion, eccleſiaſtical dues not fixed by law, 
perſonal exemptions from paying ſubſidies, "wo various 
provincial immunities ſhould be abaliſhed. FR; 

When the preſident had eoncluded the king's me- 
moire, the debates were renewed with warmth: The 
nobles and clergy chiefly applauded and approved of 


the memoire, but the commons Tank hs HI A TR, 


part of it. „ 1 * 
| A R _ Alte 
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| After a further debate of conſiderable fervour, the 
aſſembly at length came to a vote as follows: 
4 The national aſſembly has decreed and reſolved, that 
the preſident ſhall immediately wait again on his majeſty, 
and requeſt him to publiſh the reſolutions of the 4th of 


| Auguſt and the following days; and to aſſure his ma- 


jeſty, that when they form the laws on the principles of 
their former votes, the greateſt and moſt reſpetiful con- 


ſiderations ſhall be paid to the reflections and obſerva- 


tions which he has 'been gracioully en to communi- 


cate.” 
The preſident was directed alſo. to take to the king, 


for his recollection, the liſt of the unſanctioned decrees 


which lay in his hands; and which, for the ſatisfaftion 


of the reader, is preſented as follows in one view; 
Firſt, The Declaration of the Rights of Man. 
Then the Decrees of the * * a: and follow. 
ing days, 
Art, 1. Equality af taxes tO commence "a the pe 
ſent moment. : 
2. The renunciation of all privilages for order ci. 


ties, provinces, and individuals. 


3. The redemption of all feudal rights. PE 

4- Suppreſſion of mortmain and. perſonal ſervitude. 

5- The produce of the redemption. of the eſtates of 
the clergy to be applied to the een of the ſa. 
larics of the pariſh prieſts, _ 

6. The abolition of the game- doors and is 
or "ROO of rangers. 

7. The abolition of ſeignorial juriſprudence, where 
courts of Juſtice were on private eſtates. 


. Tho 
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8. The abolition of the venality or ſale of offices. 5 
. Juſtice to be rendered gratuitouſly to the people. 
10. The abolition ach * ivieged. FONPINrE au war- 


| Fes. 


11. The exoneration from tythes and geld bent. 
12. An interdiction to create in future any rights of 
the ſame nature, or any other feudal rights Whatever. 


13. The abolition of the fees of pariſh prieſts, for 


births, marriages, or deaths, except in the cities. 


14- A ſpeedy augmentation of us beneſices of par | 


ſh prieſts. 75 
15, The ſuppreſſion of che droits . or firſt 


ſruits.— The ſum paid by France to the pope on this 


head amounted annually to:357,1g3). ſterling. i 
16. The admiſſion of all ranks of citizens to civil and 
military employments. 


1 


17. The ſuppreſſion of the duties of water * by 


the pariſh prieſts to the biſhops in certain provinces. 
18. The ſuppreſſion of corporations and wardenſhips- 
19. The ET oh the plurality or HyINgs: 


M. W whh great eloquence; line the 
elfects of apprehended miſunderſtanding; and recom- 
mended a coalition between the king and the national 


aſſembly, as the only means to ſave the country from 


new dangers and new diſtreſſes. The biſhop of Cyuar- 
T&E8, Whole revenue in tythes only was ſuppoſed to be 


near 300,000 livres, highly ene of the e 7 


ſuſal. 


M. Clermont Tonnere ( tha n ee now . 
ie e. Warn his majeſty, on the good- 
neſs 
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neſs of whoſe intentions they might depend, would give 
them an anſwer on the Sunday following. 

The number of ſpeakers, and their vehemence on the 
preceding debate, occaſioned M. de Vol xxx to wiſh for | 
a new election of deputies—® where there might be 
more landed gentlemen, and fewer orators (alluding, no 
doubt, to the Abbe Maury), and alſo more citizens than 
philofophers.” He alfo propoſed two amendments, 
that none of the preſent members ſhould be eligible, 
and that none of the candidates ſhould remain in the 
place during the day of election. 

But M. Bonner ſaid, that the great work of the 
eonflitution could never be atchieved, if motions were 
thus continually propoſed from every part of the hall, 
M. Govy v'Ancy drew the attention of the whole 
aſſembly to quite another ſubject. 7 
Having aſſerted that the preſent buſineſs would take 
up more than fix weeks to ſettle and diſcuſs, he affirmed 
that the ſecond loan had not been attended with the ſame 
ſucceſs with the former, as the bankers of Amſterdam, 
Genoa, and Hamburgh, would not advance any more 
money, from the idea that the -preſent meaſures were 
pregnant with danger; he ſaid, that only ten millions. 
had been ſubſcribed, and that on the 1ſt of October, the 
payment of the public debts muſt ove 1h and a tations 
bankruptcy be inevitable! 5 
The confuſion that this ſpeech occaſioned in oe al. 
ſembly, is inexprefſible, , © 

Fortunately, however, the Duc d' . x, pre- 
ſident of the committee of finances, aſſerted, that M. de 


Govy TArcy, although 4 . had made this 
communt- 


tommunication without permiſſion of the committee, 


and that the circumſtances were greatly exaggerated, _ - 


Another member demonſtrated, that in fifteen days, 
ſixteen millions eight hundred and twenty-two thouſand 


livers, ariſing from chis loan would be paid 3 into the 0a- 


tional treaſury. Wo 
The Doc eee * me; 5 a 


decree, that a committee of finance ſhould. ſit uries 2 


woke and the aſſembly broke ub. 6 TIER 


nued to delay lanctioning the decrees of the 4th of Au- 


gut, yet he ſubſcribed to the one on the ſubject ol grain; 


ſending to the national afſembly at the ſame time his 


obſervations on that decree i in the following. note. The ä 


language of which, i it will be evident at firſt ſight, was 


il calculated to appeaſe th troubled Aich of the mem- 


bers of that aſſembly. 


The King's Note to the A Nembly « on * the FF de 
the free Circulation, Ec. of Grain. 
& This decree is entirely conformable. to the ſeve- 


ral diſpoſitions which during the laſt year I have ſuc- 


ceſſively renewed. I inveſt it with my ſandtion; but-I 
ſhould promiſe to the national aſſembly, that, from the 


preſent prevailing ſpirit, the fermentation. produced by 


the ſcarcity and the high price of grain, and the oppo- 


lition which. in many places has been made to its equal | 


circulation, it would be unwiſe to execute too rigo- 
roully the decrce of the aſſembly; which ſhould alſo 


conſider the preſent ſhackled tate of the executive 


power, and above all, that many of the municipalities, 
ſupported by the army, entertain an opinion adverſe to, 
and 
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1t ſhould be obſerved, that although, the king conti- 8 


| 


216 eren or THE 


and reſuſe to be guided by, the wiſh. of the nations 
aſſembly. Theſe conſiderations, of the greateſt i an 
tance, inaſmuch as they eſſentially intereſt the public 
order, merit the fixed attention of the national aſſembly, 
My cares are chiefly directed to prevent the exportation 
of grain. Wich this view I have given the moſt poſi- 
tive inſtruttions to the ſeveral perſons charged with the 
execution of my commands in the provinces; but thoſe 
appointed to watch on the frontiers have been, in many 
places, put to flight by the ſmugglers, who bring in by 
open force falt, tobacco, and other 9702255 mer. 
chandize. _ 

%The firſt miniſter of my hahe 10 on thy part, at 
ſeveral times, made known to you, of what great im. 
portance it would prove as a public aid, were the nati- 
onal aſſembly to manifeſt again, and in a manner the 
moſt explicit, that it wiſhes, that it endts the conſerva- 
tion of eſtabliſhed rights, and the regular payment of 
impoſts. The aſſembly has not yet acquieſed in this 
repreſention, and yet every day its neceſſity becomes 
more urgent. I therefore call inceſfantly on you; 1 
call on you by the ſtrongeſt motives, by the moſt per: 
ſuaſive reaſons, to concur with me in ſuccouring the 
finances and the ſtate; and, by great and e 
meaſures, revive hope and confidence. 

e pPreſent circumſtances are, from their aiffculty, wor- 

thier our united efforts; and in ſurmounting them, 1 
truſt Wat your ge me carneſtneſs' will equal 

| mine. e oe 


| ls ceremony: or 1 13 wight be ob. 
| N in the YE: of ATTY between the king 


and 
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= the aſſembly, it was clear to every political man 
mat one party muſt give way, or a rupture would be 
the inevitable conſeguence. And when it is conſidered 
under what reſerved motives a great many of the nobles 
and clergy relinquiſhed. their oppoſition to the propo- - 
al; of joining in ſtates-general, and taking their, teats ' 
among the tiers etats, it will not ſurpriſe us that. they 
could ne ver be brought to co: operate with cordiality in 
the forming. a conſtitution deeply impregnated with de: 
mocraey. In ſome. of thoſe ſelſ-denying ordinances 
which now and then; out of a ſincere, love for their | 
country, the patriotic of one or the other claſs. propo; 
ſed, it was viſible that the aſſent of the majority. was, un, 
graceful and reluctant, and the terms of the, .relolutions 
vere never fully, complied with. This was the caſe in 
the giving up of the church plate. Can it be wondered 
then, that ſuch men ſhould perpetually. aſſail the car of 
the king, and encourage him to look with, hatred, if not 
with contewpt, upon an aſſembly, the members of which 
vere repreſented as delighting only in ſpoils, and taking 
every. occaſion to inflict mortifications on the higher 
orders of ariſtocracy. , The king was made to believe, 
that be ſhould be bereft day by day of power and prero- 
gative, till nothing would remain but the ſhadow. of 
power; and this advice, and this belief, actually invited 
thoſe very evils which theſe preſcient counſellors took 
10 themſelyes ſo much credit for having foreſeen, and : 
upon the reputed authors of which they unceaſingly em- 
ployed ſo much intemperate invettive and abuſe as 
could only be atoned for by emigration, or death, when 
their abuſed opponents ſhould come into rule. 
It v be impoſſible for the profoundeſt philoſa- 
AE. "TOY yup 
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pher, ata diſtance from the ſeat of this wondetfol Revo- 
lution, to trace its progreſs through all its intricate and 
meandrous windings. He would eafily diſcover that it 
was a conflict between overgrown Power and a ſpirit of 
reform—between a tenacity for injurious privileges and 
| a principle of civil equality ; but he would not be able 
to penetrate into the dark, though more immediate 
cauſes of thoſe ſubordinate revolutions which impelled 
forwards, with ſo violent an impetus, the main one; un. 
lefs he were a little familiar with the manners and habits 
of the people, and more eſpecially with the charadten 
and views of ſome of the chief actors in the ſcene. Sur- 
rounding cabinets have had their ſhare of influence in 
every great occurrence of the French revolution; not 
can there be a doubt for a moment, that if it had been 
totally exempted from all fuch external influence, that 
its complexion would have been quite different. 
I' ue tranſattions ofthe 4th, 3th, and 6th of 1, and 
which come next in order to be treated of, were princi- 
pally owing to the intrigue of the courts on the continent. 
Couriers arrived every hour at the palace from one or 
other of them, exhorting Louis to refuſe his affent to the 
redoubted decrees, warning him, that if he did fign 
them, they ſhould be obliged'to make war on him, and 
his country, as well for the ſacrilege offered to the con- 
mon church, of which they were equally the ſupporters; 
as for the particular injury they ſhould ſuſtain in the ec- 
cleſiaſtical and temporal poſſeſſions which they held in 
fie in his country; concluding, that if by his refuſal his 
rebellious ſubjefts ſhould be diſpoſed to continue in 
their refratorineſs, he might depend on being affiſted by 


Ru Hp to ebene mem. Such was the mixture of 
encou- 
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encouragement and fear which occaſioned this timid, 
man to ſtand ſo long againſt the. preſſing ſolicitations, 

and even firm demands of a ſpirited. people. That 
ſame timidity was equally the occaſion of his giving way 
at the near approach of danger; a. timidity which he 
never diveſted himſelf of till he became wholly enve. 
loped in religious bigotry. With this armour, like 
many of his catholic ſoldiers in the Vendean army, he 
appeared to have had courage to die, though he had 
never before Hanneke ee to prelerve his life. 


pI150RDERS AT THE court or VERSAILLES, 'Tvz 
KING AND QUEEN | FORGLBLY. TAKEN, FROM 
 THENCE | TO. PARIS. 8 | 


The ft of Oftober was now come, a day as memo- | 
rable, by the events which grew out of it, as any in the 
annals of the French revolution, It was from the con- 
dui of the royal party at the court on this day that the. 
king loſt the confidence of the French people—loſt his 
power as a king, without the ſmalleſt chance of either 
one or the other being ever regained to their mutual 

happineſs, The. occurrences of the four firſt days of 
this month deſerve to be dwelt upon with more than 
ordinary attention, becauſe they will. enable the. world 
to judge between the parties, and determine which was 
to. blame. They will account for. ſo conſpicuous a 
change in. the ſentiments of a people heretofore -parti- 
cularized for their aftetion for monarchy, now as con. 
ſpicuous for their jealouſy of uncircumſcribed power. 

The king and the national aſſembly, or, if ever a na- 
tional aſſembly did repreſent. a people, it might with 
ann be faid the king and the, people were 
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come of bete to a point of hoſtile conn ate 


OE at a diſtance as long as poſſible. 

Although the miniſtry at this time was compoſed of 
men againſt whom no cauſe of complaint had been made, 
nor on whom any particular ſuſpicion lay; yet as the 
aſſembly were well informed of the weaving of plots 
of various kinds, with the view to its deſtruftion, or to 


fruſtrate its labours, a patriotic member obtained the 


following decree ; having firſt briefly expatiated on the 


_ almoſt univerſal influence of a court to give men ho 


enter therein an unpopular bias: 
& All miniſters, and other agents of e are re- 


ſponſible for the employment of the ſums expended i in 


heir departments, and alſo for any infrattion of the laws 


which” they ſhall en ee Wer oy” wm 

have received,” th 5 
And in order to prevent miniſters "OT Saving an op- 

portunity of deceiving the king into the figning any or- 


dinances which they might fear to be anſwerable for, 


the following decree was added to the above: 
No order of the king can be figned and executed 
by, his majeſty, until it has been firſt counterſigned 


my a Oy of _ or wy "hy . 1 eee M 


* 


The king W money. The afſerably would jive | 
none till his majeſty had at leaſt conſented: to the pro. 


" viſional/anticles of the conſtitution, and eſpecially the 


declaration of rights. There was no treaſure in the na 
tional coſſer. France was at the very eve of a bank- 
ruptey; from which event, and its eoncomitant evils, 


the king had reaſon to apprehend he ſhould be the 


greateſt ſufferer; What ther was left eo he doe Why, | 
piftes' L e "nee 


FRENCH REVOLUTION: 


either to en the test taſk of ratifying las 
which ſtript royalty, ariſtocracy, and Prejacy of much of 
their blandiſhments, or by a 'manceuvre, not of hazard- 
| ous daring, ſuch as a Cromwell would have eſſayed, 
but of artifiee diſgraceful to a great mind, entrap- 
ping his ſoldiers after intoxication to break their oath, 
| and by a paricidal act, deſtroy their country” through 
| its repreſentatives. That this crime is imputable to 
Louis XVI. is manifeſt from the ſtrongeſt of all proofs 
| —circumſtantial evidence, joined to fats. The delay- 
ing the royal ſanEtion to acts of the aſſembly, which he 
knew he could no longer evade but by the deſtruction 
of the members of that body, urged him to try what 
could be done by the ſoldiery. The Flanders regi- 
ment, with high prerogative officers, and full of men, 
had been brought to Verſailles within a few days. A 
| ſumptuous banquet was prepared expreſsly for them in 
| the palace, at the invitation of the officers of the body 
guards. Now though it was not unuſual for one corps 
to invite another to an entertainment at firſt coming into 
| new quarters, yet the piace where this fealt was held was 
an unyfual one. The national afſembly had broken up 
| their fitting early that day; they knew, however, hat 
vas going forward at the palace; they ſaw the whole 
| Was a preconcerted ſcheme by the royal party and ſome 
of the miniſtry, two members of which bad been long | 
conſidered as-vile apoſtates to the cauſe of freedom. 
|; BUY unprejudiced and inquiſitive reader will natu- 
rally feel anxious to have a faithful account of the tranſ- 
ations of this moment, which, in their iſſue, reduced 
the chief perſonages therein i to lo e | 
0 0h a condition. e i 


| 11 
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It may, for his afatinſaAion, be proper to i before him 
the account as ſent from France by the then Britiſh mini. 
ſter, and publiſhed in our own Gazette. In reading with 
attention this account of the affair, as furniſhed by one 
of the miniſters of the French king to our ambaſſador, 
it is impoſſible that any man, that any king even, can 
juſtify or excuſe the condutt of Louis and his coun, 
Ihkus ran we aeg in our ene e 

| Paris, Oftober 7. 
64 It being 8 for th guardes de corps at 
Verſailles to give an entertainment to any new regiment 

t arrives there, the regiment de Flandres was on 
Thurſday laſt ſumptuouſly entertained with a dinner by 
that corps in the palace. After dinner their moſt chriſ. 
tian majeſties judged proper to honour. the company 
with their preſence, and condeſcended to ſhew their ſa- 
_ tisfaftion at the general joy whichyprevailed among the 
gueſts, On their appearance the muſic inſtantly played 
the favourite ſong of O Richard 0 mon Roi, and the 
company joining in chorus, ſeemed to unite all ideas in 
one unanimous ſentiment of loyalty and love for the 
king, and nothing was heard for ſome time but repeated 
ſhouts of Vive. le Roi, within and without the palace. 
In the height of their zeal they praceeded to tear the 
national cockades from theit hats, and trampled them 
under their feet, The .Gardgs du Corps ſupplied them- 
felves with black cockades, in the room of thoſe they 
had treated with ſuch diſdain. The news of theſe pro- 
ceedings ſoon reached Paris, where a Taking ill ha- 
mour viſibly gained ground, _ 

On Saturday there were great diſturbances. in \ he 
Palais Royal, and i it became unſafe for any one to ap- 
; pear | 
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„Vith black cockades; a8 ſeveral forcighert expe- 


rienced, from whoſe hats they were tom e ce | 


lence, and abuſive language... 2 ug 

„ On Sunday the abba nc a: a vl 
concourſe of people tumultuouſly affembled at the town 
houſe, under the pretence of demanding bread," and 
enquiring into the real cauſes of the extreme e ek 
of it at this ſeaſon of the W 

On Monday morning a number of women, to ths 
amount of upwards of five” thouſand, armed with diffe- 
rent weapons, marched in regular order to Verſailles 


followed by the numerous inhabitants ofthe Fauxbourgs | 


St. Antoine, and St. Marceau, with ſeveral detach- 
ments of the city militia ; and in the evening the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette, at the head of 20,000 of Fant fue” th 
| likewiſe marehed to Verſailles, sr 


On Tueſday mprning an aecount was beetle of 


ſome blood having been ſpilt. The Gardes du Corps 
fred on the Pariſians, and ſive or H perſons, chiefly 


alſo drawn out to oppoſe this torrent; but the word to 
fre vas no ſooner given, than they all to a man clubbed 
their arms, and with a ſhout of Vive la nation,” went 


over to the Pariſians. Some troops of dragoons that 


are quartered at Verfailies alſo laid down their arms, 


and the Swifs detachments remained motionleſs, having 
received no orders from their officers to fire. The 


Gardes du Corps being thus abandoned, and over. 
powered by numbers, 


1 vere kined were * 10 Paris, and paraded 


OM 


women, were killed, The regiment de Flandves was 


led precipitately into the gardens, 
| and woods, where they were purſued, many of them 
killed and taken priſoners. Some of the heads of thoſe _ 
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gh the ſtreets on ſpikes. The ſame morning, a 
report came that the king, queen, and royal family, 


were on their way to Paris. Upon this the people be- 


gan to aſſemble from all parts of the town; and above 
80, O00 of the militia proceeded to line ihe ſtreets, and 


| the r6ad. to Verſailles. Their majeſties and the royal 
amy accordingly, arrived between., ſeven; and. ain 


the odds The . carriages all remade 19, hes town- 
houſe. The concourſe of people that attended is not io 
be deſcribed, and the ſhouts, of +, vive 13 nation filed 
the air. From the town: houſe they were conduded: to 


the palace of the Thuillieries, chough totally u ee 


ſor their ene berg wh palled e night 5 
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| Every e of the fonts diſcernment will un. 
vas meant by, tbe king and. queen 
pr ogy it proper to honour. the company with their 
preſence,” The queen too, whoſe character and diſpo- 


ſition ought not to be left out in the conſideration, vi- 
ſiting a banqueting room full of officers, and they full 


of liquor. The favourite ſong of O Richard O mon 
Roi, being ſtruck up by the united bands of the corps 
on the royal partys entrance, though it was then as of 


ſenſive to the French nation as any jacobite ſong could 


have been in England at the time the pretender threat- 


ened to invade it. Then the ſhouting vive le roi, for- 
getiing la nation, with which thoſe words were coupled 


by all who had the ſmalleſt impregnation, of the amor 


patriæ. And laſtly, which was never to be pardoned, 


the whole company tearing the national cockades from 
have 
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have been nothing more than duty in the king wo have 


reproved this inſult caſt on the nation, of which he was 


1 11 part, and even the moſt diſtinguiſhed one of 
The gardes du corps, too, were prepared to furniſh 


ha with others as ſignals of rebellion. But as this 


work is not intended to judge and condemn the king, 
but to narrate thoſe events which brought him to an 
end, and the revolution to a republican concluſion, the 
real ſhall be left to che unbiaſſed operation of facts 


upon his o mind; remembering always, that it is more 


probable a nation will be right in its judgment on one 
perſon, than that one N n not err Me judging 
a whole nation. 

| The news of what was doing at Verſailles ial the Fig 


liſh Gazette account ſtates), did, indeed, ſoon reach 


Paris; and if, inſtead of che ill humour which gained 


ground there, it had been ſaid that the pariſians blood 
boiled with indignation, it would not have been beyond | 


the truth, | With reſpekt to the wearers of lack cork. 
ates, it ſhould be noticed, that at preciſely the fame 
hour, in that city ſome thouſands were mounted in the 
hats of people in the Palais Royal, and other public 
places. Could it, therefore, be ſurpriſing, that thoſe 
who wore them, and who hoped to paſs for foreigners, 


ſhould be examined, and ſuſpekted of counter-revolu- 
 tionary intentions? Such a circumſtance appears to 


| have as much provoked a maſfacre as any one which 
ſucceeded it. It is notorious that every well diſpoſed 
foreigner was deſirous to ſhew his readineſs to conform 


to a general cuſtom; and though in his own cou. 


try he might wear a black or yellow cockade, he 
could feel no compunRtion, whatever might be his pars 
You L GC ” 7 "Hy 
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ticular Way 4 thinking, to change it for a tri. eolour 
one while reſiding with a people in the efferveſcence of 
a revolution, 

There is but one claſs of . who might be ſup. 
poſed to refuſe compliance i in this reſpett, and they are 
priſoners of war. The French people have not been 
without due regard to this circumſtance ; | they have 
never inſiſted upon their priſoners taking out of their 
bats the colours of the nation under which they fought, 


$4 GENERAL O'Haxas and many. others. can teſtify, 


= 


and to guard againſt the poſſibility of perſons lo ſituated 
being inſulied or endangered in the towns where they 
had parole liberty, they were offered a ribbon for their 
hats, with the word hoſputalite WP it in conſpicuous 
9 as a protetlion. 

The preſence and en e of dhe king and 
queen (the latter of whom, it ſeems, carried the, dauphin 
in her arms, and preſented. him to. be ſaluted by above 


fix hundred of the ſoldiery) did not fail to produce its 


effekt. The treat was a poor reſemblance of the lar. 
gels of an emperor to his legions. _ 1t bas been thought, 


and with no ſmall reaſon, that if. the national aſſembly 


had not been backward in granting money at the preſſing 
inſtances of the miniſter, ſome of it would have been 
employed on this occaſion much to the danger of the 


lives ol the grantors. With reſpełt to the frequent im. 


portunity of M. Neckar at the bar of the aſſembly for 
money previous to the ad of October, he cleared him- 
ſelf fully. as to his entire ignorance of any ſuch applica. 
tion of it. He found it neceſſary, however, after this 
alarming conſpiracy, to prove that the king's withhold- 


ing his ſanttion from the decrees, was in oppoſition to 


. 
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his advice. By his juſtification it appears that the 
king's ill humour at the limited veto threatened a rup- 
ture between the parties. 1. therefore, as there is rea- 
ſon to conjeRture that the king was determined to try 
what he could do, by tampering with his foldiery, and 
entrapping them into a renunciation of their former 
oath, he afted conſiſtently in withholding his aſſent from 
any one of the decrees, as, otherwiſe, as far as they 
went, they” would eg e to bis further views. 


The following is the written advice which M. Neckar 
gave to the king, in | hopes to reconcile him _ the veto 
as it was decreed? re | ; 


LETTER OF ADVICE OF M. NECKAR ro HIS MOST , 
| CHRISTIAN e 8 | 
. SIRE, 

Since the e god! ind ben of your 
people have the firſt place in your majeſty's royal bo- 
lom, and ſince you countenance every public and poli. 
tical ſtep that may contribute to the eſtabliſhment of 
theſ« glorious ' bleſſings, I requeſt your majeſty's per- 
miſſion, that as the national aſſembly hab pointed out the 
diſadvantages which may reſult from an abſolute veto 
under weak miniſters, I may be allowed to ſubmit ta 
your conſideration hoſe ane oanſoqences ae 
may be produced. 

Miniſters might by the exerciſe of an abſolute veto 
be enabled to excite ne diſturbances, and as, when 
the lovereign authority is once engaged, it would not 
become it to recede, ſuch an adminiſtration would be 
ae to make uſe of an engine fo much the more 
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dangerous, as it appears to derive all i its force from the 
exerciſe of a legitimate „„ © 4+ 
„ am alſo inclined to think that a period of "i 
years, and an eleftive ſucceſſion of three different af: 
ſemblies of the national deputies, is fully ſufficient to 
enlighten the public Judgment 1 in regard to the real good 
of the ſtate, and to prevent in the. moſt ample manner 
the effes of an inconſiderate zeal among the people. 
Above all things, it will prevent them from being able 
to ſhake the keyſtones of the arch on which our conſti. 
tution is about to be ercAed: this is equally the inte- 
reſt of the nation and of the prince. It ought to be 
eſpecially conſidered, that the laws which a kingdom 
oppreſſed by ancient grievances, ftands in immediate 
want of, compole a catalogue without number; and it 
is of the utmoſt importance that a greater or leſs degree 
of oppoſition on the part of government to improye- 
ments which may appear dangerous, ſhould ale place 
without trouble and without fear. Y 

The king of England, in the as of: his 
power, enjoys the privilege of an abſolute veto, but it 
is of no ſervice, and he never dares to make uſe of it. 
Few inconveniences reſult from this renunciation of 
the abſolute veto, becauſe the houſe of peers watches 
over the intereſts of the crown ; becauſe the peers and 
commons, who compoſe the parliament, watch each other, 
from the impulſe of two different motives; becauſe the 
Engliſh nation has grown old in the arts of government, 
and cultivates it like a ſcience; becauſe the ſeven years 
duration of parliament is a kind of political apprentice- 
ſhip; becauſe almolt all the miniſters are members of par- 


iament; eee che nen of che exchequer, who 
'\ 8 
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volſeſſes the greateſt power is looked on as the principal 
ride in regard to finance; and becauſe the parliament 
| holds its ſeſſions in London, the capital of commerce, 
and centre of knowledge, and is daily enlighiened by 
that luminous circle with which it is ſurrounded: In 
fine, as the laſt obſervation—becauſe the character of 
the Engliſh nation does not in general permit haſty and 
precipitate reſolutions, The effett of all theſe particu- 
lar circumſtances, and of many others, | renders the 
united wiſhes of the two chambers of parliament ſo con- 
| formable to che intereſts of the nation, and the exigen- 


| cies of the moment, that the tacit and neceſſary renun- 


ciation of the royal veto never affefts the public good. f 
It is not however the ſame in France, where no 
| one of theſe peculiarities which I have mentioned is ap- 
plicable. it appears that the national aſſembly will only. 
be compoſed of one chamber, until an epoch ſhall ar- 
rive, when the inconvenience of fuch an inftitution is 
diſcovered; but if then the two chambers have not, as 
in England, a diſtin deſtination, and are not ſeparated 
by different intereſts, ſuch a guarantee againſt the mo- 
mentary errors of the national aſſembly will be inſuffici- 
ent. It is alſo to be doubted, whether the mmiſters, 
| hoſe abilities, or at leaſt whoſe official knowledge, 
| might proye uſeſul, whether miniſters united by their 
| employmentg to the public buſineſs of the ſtate, ought 
not to be admitted as deputies into the national affembly. 
It appears in the intention of confining each legi- 
ature within the limits of two or three years, that the 
deputies will ſcarce: have time to evince the extent of 
their judgement; and the preſent ſeem rather to be 


employed in abſtra@ and metaphyſical ſpeculations, 
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than in diſplaying that practical and vigorous knowledge 


jabs! we habit at ne to buſineſs can alone 


( 121 is well 1 ht FER French nation is more 


| Tuſceptible than any other of quick and inſtantaneous 


reſolutions—they have a keen fight, are confident, eager 


to enjoy, and defirous to teach. It is perhaps neceſſary 


for that perfection, of which they are ſo worthy, that 


' there ſhould exiſt ſome een to enſure hair ow 


and collect their powers,” 
I therefore am led by found dos to 


think, chat it is more important in France than in Eng- 
land, that the monarch ſhould have the liberty of re- 
fſuſing, for a certain lime, his acquieſcence to the laws 


propoſed by the national deputies; and that that very 


power would ceaſe to be efficacious, if the veto was 


abſolute and indefinite. Such a veto, from the fear of 


making uſe of it, would ſoon become null, as in Eng- 


land; for in France it would not be produttive of pub- 

lic utility, unleſs it is adopted in this qualified manner. 
“It is then to preſerve the action of this vs To, it is 

to render it real; it is to retain its inlnence, ahh 

think it more uſeful if limited. 3 

I imaigne, 8184, diſtinguiſhed as you have ever 

been by an affeRi6nate regard for your country, that 


your majeſty cannot regret. the loſs of an abſolute and 


indefinite vxro, if it is to be replaced by a ſuſpenſive 
vzTo,: ſuch as I have mentioned; and. I moreover 
think that the difference between them cannot be put 
in competition with the riſk. of the public tranquillity. 
11 is amigh thi, eee, alone ar ch can r 


Len. 
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tent. 1 during the preſent ſituation of the king- 
dom, at a time when a' ſcarcity of corn and moneys 
the want of, ſubordination, among ſome, the means of 
refiltance,among others, and the general diſpoſition of 
men's minds, pre lent a thouſand principles of ferment, 
the moſt important object is, to prevent a new Jmoniye 
of divifion or confuſion in the national aſſembly. | 5 
4 It is this grand aſſembly, whoſe pp ate 
union of labours can alone be productive of a conſtitu- 
tional calm, and inſeparably blend together the. indiſſo- 
luble intereſts ofa beloyes monarch, Me : a faithful 
ple.“ „ 
"This ſpeech, it pe be allowed, i is a 3 of 
ſenſe and candour in a miniſter. From the. events 
which. ſucceeded to the king to the nation and to 
the legiſlative aſſembly, M. Neckar has reaſon to be ſa- 
tied with having given ſuch advice. It would be de- 
ſirable if, as well as other kings taking warning from the 
fate of Louis XVI. that Nel 2 ou take 


e from M. ae, J) ĩ HON 
be e commons were g at ws town Aon When 
the official news of the revolt of the Verſailles ſoldiery 
was Fates, at Paris. Tbe marquis de la Fayette had 

been lodged. in that building for a ſhort time back, with 
the view to be ready upon emergencies, of this ſort, 
which were not wholly unexpetted ; for it was a matter 
of public notoriety, that a plan had been a long time 
laying by thoſe who had an intereſt in diſſuading the 
king from alſenting to the decrees, to carry his majeſty 
to Metz, and * ſetting up a N andard keep 
90 


232 bre or Tu: 


him in a Ra of defiance, and at bay with Gb ali, 
and of courſe plunge the nation into a civil war, 

When it is conſidered what clafſes of men were to be 
affefied by the paſſing of thoſe decrees (whit a wound to 
the pride of one! what's check to the itiſatiate cupitity 
of others!) it will not appear aſtoniſhing that a formi. 
dable projet like this ſhould be ſet on foot—the only 

| wonder will be, that its execution was fruſtrated, 

"It is a circumſtance not the Teaft worthy of metition, 
that Verſailles, though a place without any trade or 
manufaftory,” and ſupported” almoſt entirely upon the 
money diffuſed by the court, and ſpent by its followers, 
yet contained as many e as any of its magnitude 
in Fee 

As ſoon as the militia of hehe! and its inhabitants 
PR that the body guards had prevailed on the 
foreigh and Flanders regiments, and Montmoreney dra- 
goons, to abjure the oaths they had taken to the nation, 
and had on their knees ſworn” allegiance to the king's 
perſon, they formed themſelves in atray, as well to 
thew the perjured troops they were not afraid of them, 
as to prevent the king from quitting the town before the 
Faris reinforcements ſhould atrive. This attitude oc. 

caſioned the king's party of foldiers to muſter within the 
iron palliſadoes on the N before the Kin entrayce 
'of W 
' The people of Verſailles We bien in ihe A 
eſt alarm, from a report that ſeveral regiments were oh 
the full march to aſſiſt the king's party. The inhabi- 
tants did not go to bed for two nights; and during this 


28 88 Paris was lictle leſs agitated. / Every bouſe illu- 
minated, 


* 
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nin wal not, as may be imagined, through j joys but from 
a ſenſe of danger, and that aſſaſſinations in the ſtreets g 
might not be encouraged through darkneſs. It was ; 
not haſtily reſolved. on to ſend a detachment of the arm- 
ed ſorce of Paris to allay the counter revolutionary erup- | 
tion at Verſailles, under the hope, on the one hand, that 
the patriotiſm in the militia of the place was ſufficient to 
the purpoſe ; and on the other, the fear that the thread of 
the projett might extend to Paris, which, if left in- 
adequately proteQed, might be inſulted by the batal- 
lions artfully worked upon in the Provinces, and given 
out to be een their e an et as well as 
/ A 4 efet gr, 
The Fariſſans, however, every moment more gs 
more anxious for the ſafety of their repreſentatives, 
whom they underſtood had met the preceding day, and 
in a four hours ſitting, were not able to come to any 
debate, or to exerciſe the power of ſpeech, determined 


to march to their relief, even if unaccompanied by an 


more regular force. Above four thouſand,” and ſome 
ſay ſix thouſand women, among whom there were, 
| doubtleſs, men dreſſed in female apparel, and accom- 
panied by ten. times the number of perſons of all de- 
ſcriptions, took the road to Verſailles. It was not til! 
this period, the gth of Ot ober, chat the magiſtrates of. 

Paris reſolyed to diſpatch the commander in chief with 
twenty thouſand Paris militia (as M. la Fayette ſays 1 in 


bis account to Thomas Paine), more with a view to 


prevent the rage of the people from committing dread- 
ſul exceſſes on all which the court contained, than for 
the purpoſes which the malignancy of his enemies 0 


cribed to his ien. M. ls Fayene | had unqueſtion. 


e 4 oa Hb „„ ably | 


2 j c 


232 = /8xETCH or rut 


him in a Nate of defiance, and at bay with the dend 5 
«no of courſe plunge the nation into a civil war, 
When it is confidered what claſſes of men were to be 
affefted by the paſling of thoſe decrees (what a wound to 
the pride of one! what a check to the inſatiate cupidity 
of others!) it will not appear aſtoniſhing that a formi. 
dable projet like this ſhould be ſet on foot—the only 
: vonder will be, that its execution was fruſtrated. 
It is a circumſtance not the leaſt worthy of mehtion 
that Verſailles, though a place wirbout Any trade or 
manufaQtory, and ſupported” almoſt encirely upon the 
money diffuſed by the court, and ſpent by its followers, 
yet contained as many patriot e as any of its magnitude 
oY As ſoon as the militia of the "town, and its inhabitant, 
i underſtood that the body guards had prevailed on th 
=_ :: foreigh and Flanders regiments, and Montmorency dra. 
it goons, to abjure the oaths they had taken to the nation 
and had on their knees Nor allegiance” to the king's 
perſon, they formed themſelves in array, as well to 
thew the perjured troops they were not afraid of them, 
as to prevent the king from quitting the town before the 
Paris reinforcements mould atrive. This attitude oc. 
calioned the king's patty of foldiers to muſter within the 
iron pallifadoes on the ſquare, before ty main entrance 
| , A n 
Ih be people of Verſailles were, TOS in the great- 
; eſt alarm, from a report that ſeveral regiments were on 
the full march to affiſt the kitig's party. The inhabi- 
ants did not go to bed for two nights; and during this 


ſcene was little leſs agitated. - das bouſe illu- 
2 minated, 
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ninated, not, as may be imagined, through joy, but from 
T \ ſenſe of danger, and that aſſaſſinations. in the ſtreets - 
might not be. encouraged through darkneſs. It was 
not haſtily reſolved on io ſend a detachment of the arm- 
ed ſorce of Paris to allay the counter-revolutionary erup- 
uon at Verſailles, under the hope, on the one hand, that 
the patriotiſm in the militia of the place was ſufficient to 
the purpoſe ; and on the other, the fear that the thread of 
the project might extend to Paris, which, if left in- 
adequately proteted, might be inſulted by the batal- 
lions artfully worked upon in the provinces, and given 
out to be vg. abel Ws e n as well as 
Ven i 1,77. 14h 

"The Pariſians, Hei every. moment more 9 
more anxious for the ſaſety of their repreſentatives, 
whom they underſtood had met the preceding day, and 
in a four hours ſitting, were not able to come to any 
debate, or/to exerciſe the power of ſpeech, determined | 
to match to their relief, even if unaccompanied by ax 
more regular force. Above four thouſand, and ſome 
lay ſix thouſand» women, among hom there were, 
doubtleſs, men dreſſed in female apparel, and accom- - 
panied by ten times the number of perſons of all de- 
ſcriptions, took the road to Verſailles. It was not till 
this period, the-gth of Oftober, that the magiſtrates of 
Paris reſolyed to difparch the commander i in chief with 
wenty thouſand Paris militia (as M. la Fayette fays in 
his account to Thomas Paine), more with a view to 
prevent the rage of the people from- committing dread- 
ſul exceſſes on all which the court contained, than for 
the purpoſes which the malignancy of his enemies al- 
cribed to his expedition. Fog la F 'ayette had unqueſtion. ” 

Vol. 15 „ | EE yl ably | 
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ably a difficult taſk to perform. Hig erden included 
three points of duty, the- protettion of the aſſembly, the 
preventing the enraged populace from maſſacring the 
objekts of their reſentment, and the preventing the 
- transfer of the king to Metz, where the royal ſtandard was 
raiſing, and to which place numbers of old officers and 
courticrs had reſorted during'the three or four laſt days, 
to be ready to receive the king and his party. It has 
been fince ſaid, that the count d'EsTAa1NG was privy to 
all this, though his en at the time wore a at, dif: 
rag mee oe 0 8 
Since the marquis's evaſion, tis ſic have in 
different ways mentioned his condu& on this miſfion as 
fu fpicionus, if not treacherous. He acknowledges to have | 
ſent an avant coureur to the palace that he was on the 
road with a conſiderable armed force, not; as is alledged, 
to apprize, and allow the offenders to decamp, but 
to intimidate them from ordering the gardes du corp; 
to fire upon the people, and thereby ſhed torrents of 
human blood, and plunge the nation ſuddenly into all 
the horrors of civil war. He aſſumes to himſelf conſi 
derable merit from the iſſue of this threatening buſineſs, 
where, inſtead of the loſs of about forty perſons, as 
many thouſands might have periſhed under leſs prudent 
management. It is difficult to conceive that a man, ve 
will ſay a philoſopher, like Fayette, bred up in the ſchool, 
and among the inculcators of freedom, and hazarding 
his life for years together in its ſupport, ſhould, after 
fo eſtabliſhed a reputation, and fo wide-ſpread a fame, 
be found to trifle with the liberties of his country, and 
tamper with de ſpotiſm. To believe ſo much, is to chill 


the glowing hope with 1 . 1 to 5:70 | 
di 
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a che effeQs of experience and N by ſubſti⸗ 
tuting the doubt of the exiſtence of public virtue, That 
La Fay ette, from his rank, had connections who, though 
leſs worthy. than himſelf, might poſleſs a portion of his 
elteem, is to be imagined; that this circumſtance might 
make him leſs eager to ſearch ſor the delinquents about 
the throne is not unnatural; but that be would allow 
connettion, intimacy, or any other affettion to outweigh, 
in his mind, the ſalvation and liberties of his country, 
has never been made to appear even to the ſatisfaction 
of thoſe. who have aſſiſted in crying down his pop? 
larity.. 8 5 5 
When the W e bee near to Verkailles although | 
nine o'clock at night, he was met by ſome friends, who 
told him that the body guards, with ſeveral ſquadrons ' 
of horſe, were drawn up to receive him. "The concourſe. 
of people had reached the place three hours before, and 5 
aſter the manner of a rolling ſnow-ball, had agglomerated 
in the way to three times its original amount. The peo- 
ple, with the Verſailles militia on their ſide, had four 
pieces of cannon, which they loaded with grape ſhot ; 
and as ſoon as they found La Fayette was within a 
ſmall diſtance of the town,. they approached in a mena- 
cing poſture ſeveral paces nearer the king's troops. It - 
vas now that the officers of the Flanders regiment gave 
the word to the men to fire, when (as the Gazette ſtates) 
they clubbed or piled their arms, and run over to the 
people, ſhewing thereby, that t they wouldnot ſhed blood 
on either ſide. TWO platoons of the body guards did 
fire and* killed kive women, and wounded ſeveral others, 
n well as men; on which the Paris militia were, about | 
to PP the match to the priming of their field pieces, 
"i h 2 e 
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when, if they had, a dreadful carnage muſt have taken 
place indeed; for the women had run into the garde du 
corps in ſuch numbers, aſter ſeeing their comrades fall, 
that they muſt have received moſt of the ſhot themlelves, 
being between the mouths of the cannon and the guards, 
It was from this. opportune interference that. the mar. 
quis a Fayette derived much ſelf gratulation, He 
ſtepped in between the parties, harangued the leaders, 
brought the king to a compliance with the exigency of 
circumſtances, infomuch that his majeſty ſent for the 
preſident of the national aſfembiy, and put his reluQant 
hand, on the ſpot, to the declaration of rights, and the 
decrees. This, however, did not totally prevent all 
further miſchief; for as the guards had been the firſt io 
fire on their fellow citizens, being overpovered by 
numbers, they were obliged to give way, and ſeek 

thelter in the woods and boſquets of the garden; the 
people purſued them into "theſe receſſes and ſhady 
places, and fifty or bath at eaſt were killed or Every 
wounded. 

"The king's coder concefiob gave the cabs and 
frightened inhabitants hope that all the danger was over; 
that of famine was now but a ſubordinate confideration, 
yet fo ſcarce was every ſpecies of proviſions, or cat- 
bles, during the laſt two days, that a pound of bread ſold 
for five ſhillings, and people were dilpatched on horſe- 
back to a great dillance i in all Giretlions to procure ſup- 
plies of any kind. 8 
The magiſtrates of Verſailles were bow admitted to a 
conſultation with the king, accompanied by two mem- 
bers of the aſſembly, about what ſhould be done for the 


accommodation of the crowd, a as it was too late lot them 
| | 5 


755 
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0 return to Paris, and elſewhere. A e 
ſigned by the king and magiſtrates ronjointly, was an- 
nounced by beat of drum, requiring all ſuch inhabitants 
3s had the means; to give ſhelter. for the night to as 


many of the citizens as they could: but the houſes 


being found inſufficient for accommodation, two of the 
boldiers“ pavillions, the churches, à part of the royal 

| ſtables and coach-houſes were opened for the purpoſe; _ 
notwithſtanding all which, thouſands were obliged s 
parade or lie in 'the open ſtreets all night. Thus mat- * 
| ters flood till day- break of the 6th, when from an ap- 


parent trifling occurrence, a new diſturbance commen- . . 
ced, which ended in the determination of the people 8 


carry the king and royal family to Paris. That part of 
the corps of body guards which had been removed from 
the pavillions had been lodged that night in the very 
palace, and this gave 'occafion to thoſe Pariſians who 
had been forced to lie in the ſtreets all night, to affail 
| with reproachful language ihe few guards who were ob- 
| ſerved to ſtand at the windows, and who by ſmiles and 
loks of contempt ſeemed to exult at the preference f 
ſuuation and royal favour. The people called them 
royal blood. hounds the murderous fatellites of deſpo- 
tiſm, Kc. &c. One of theſe ſoldiers, thus provoked, - 
| had the temerity to take up his firelock, which ſtood _ 
loaded by him, and aiming and firing among the crowds © 
killed a Pariſian militia-man on the ſpot. This viola« 
ion of the peace was the occaſion of ſtirring up ihe rage 
| of the crowd again; they were determined to revenge 
the new aggreſſion; for which purpoſe they broke into 
the palace, and purſued the body guards into the very 
bow ag of the Sigh two of view Au 9 out of 
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the windows: on the pavement, where. 4 were killed 
by the fall. The king and. queen now came to the bal. 
cony of the palace, entreating the people. to ſpare the 
guards, and aſſuring them that enquiry ſhould be made 
after the ſuldier who had fired from the window, and 
puniſhment inflicted upon him. M. la Fayette was 
called for, and once more prevented things from pro- 

ceeding to extremities, by. aſſuring the croud that e 

corps had condemned the raſh conduct of the centinel 
who had fired his piece at them, and that all the military 
in the Falun had Ta the: ene cockade in their 
bats., - | 

In this ſtate matters Rood with the; 8 party 
about to draw off, when all on a ſudden, whether by the 
ſpontancous defire of the people, or by the ſuggeſtion 
of a deputy who might feel perſuaded of the neceſſity of 
the meaſure, is, not known, the cry of, The king to 
Paris,“ was vociſerated from mouth to mouth. He 
| faw it would be uleleſs to refuſe to go; and indeed it 

did not appear-that he had any objettion to the mea 
ſure, ſor he was conſcious of the public ſuſpicion | 
chat he was about to withdraw to Me... 

The king, with two of his miniſters, ſat off in a coach 
to Paris, and the queen and dauphin, with their attend 
ants, followed in another. They were fix hours on tho 
Toad, which was lined with men, women, and children a 
the way, though twelve miles in length; there being not 
leſs than four hundred thouſand, people ailembled on 

- this occaſion, They, alighted firſt at the town houle, 
here M. Bailley the mayor, addreſſed his majeſiy in a 
ſuitable ſpeech... The royal family were, not treated 
i the * enn e on he road, or in 
21 Paris, 
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Paris, 505 conifidered as priſoners, as has been . 
by ſome writers. 

It appears, after all whlth bad ad chat now 

as the decrees were ſanRioned ; that as the king was in 
Paris, and in leſs danger of being enticed away to join 
the diſſaffected in Lorraine, that the people would till 
have retained a reſpett for him, though a portion of their 
confidence was certainly loſt. But it is the excluſive 
misfortune of a king to have adviſers who always puſ 
him on to extremities and dangers. There is no ſituation 
in which a monarch may be found, that certain people 
about him will not make more hazardous inv idious 
from theit own ſiniſter and ſelfiſh views and impulſes. 
_ Notwithſtanding the ſun of royalty was now. conſi- 
derably dimmed in luſtre, and diminiſhed in warmth, 
yet it had power to draw around it a new conſtellation, 
and which; with ſmall variations and 8 80 never le 
ii till it ſat in total darkneſs. 


% 


The king was now in Ane * * Tos vio- 


lent and ſtormy agitation, was become quiet. This was 

not the caſe in the provinces ; on'the-contrary,, M. Ra- 
baud de St. Etienne held up ſo frightful- a picture of 
their turbulence, that he maintained the neceſſity of an 
immediate organization of ihe provincial aſſemblies. 
He ſaid, it was a meaſure of a moſt urgent nature, 


and the only one which could reſtore order and tran- 5 


petty republics would raiſe themſelves in the heart of 
the kingdom, ng each e its intereſt from 295 o 
its neighbour. e 

This engine, ond Pair Pas . a + HAY 
debate; and that which had been beſore but ſlighily 
1 at, Was now. ſeriouſly ſaves. on, v.. 4 neu di- 
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vifion 97 the French territory, for its 8 goverts 
ment, and for avoiding thoſe evils which bad been lo 
pathetically anticipated by Rabaud. 15 
The miſunderſtanding with e "SIS ently 
done away, and the magiſtrates, deſirous. of teſtif ing 
their fraternal regard for Paris and its inhabitants, and 
preventing any injurious doubts from being entertained | 
ol their future devotion to the will of the nation expteſl. 
ed by free repreſentatives, exadted an oath from their 
volunteers and guards to the following tenor, a copy of 
' which was ſent to the aſſembly and os: with aer 
from the mayor of the place; | 

I ſwear, on the honour of a hn to few 
and defend the inhabitants of Rouen with loyalty and 
ſubordination; to protect and accompany all convoys of 
corn and other proviſion, either without or within the city, 
and particularly what may be deſtined for our brethren 
of Paris, as a token of our gratitude for che memorable 
ene —_ me n to 55 en F e nation,” 


The tion of 6 Fwy pant was: as 5 | 
deplorable. The finances would not admit of the legil- 
lature extending relief to them, not even to the ma- 
nufſacturing poor, who ſuffered moſt. The number of 
them was prodigioufly encreaſed by the decline of inter. 
nal trade. The people, on this, and on other accounu, 
9221785 the 1 oh to e its . „„ 


THE FINANCES., 


To give the reader a ſufficiently MEL notion of the 
lubours of the aſſembly on this object, ſo important to all 
governments as they arc at preſent conſtrued, and ſo 


agnally ds to France as It was 1 0 
: ted, 
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ted; it is trebellary to go back to the middle of Septem- 25 
ber, otherwiſe it would be but a broken view of that 
which bought to be ſeen as an entire piece. And al- 
though it is by no means intended to enter diffuſely into 
| 4 detail of ſo dry a nature as this would be to the ge. 
nerality of readers, yet, as this ſubject drew aſter it hat 
event which bas juſt been deſcribed, it is worth beſtow _ 
ing ſome time upon. — Tux STAT ES-GENE RAT at 
length improved in name and nature into 4 WATTONAE 
4885 M LY; were deſtined to the work of euring we 
diſorders of the tate; of providing means for its healtn 
and ſubſiſtence; not of obtaining food for its inordinate | 
| Appetite and artificial wants. Had this not been the 
celle, the king and parliament would have invented taxes 
of themſelves. The nation calling for a conſtitution, 
meant nothing more nor leſs than to prevent the return 
of thoſe diſorders, when once removed; but Vbich the 
nation now ſuffered” under in every part. Taxation, 
therefore, was out of the caſe, excep fo far 45 a modi. | 


Vliſhed might be called taxation.” „ io 
It has been more than once es that the alem. | 
by could not, without departing from its inſtruQions 
vote ſupplies till the king ſhould have accepted the con 
ſtitution, or at leaſt __ eee ine principle on 
which it ſhould be formed. The foundation principles, 
as laid down by the Seu bly, and offered to the king 
for his acceptance, werg not ariteful to the feelings of a 
monarch accuſtomed to abſolute ſway. He did not ſay 
be would not accept them, but he would <onfider of 
them; he would conſult thoſe upon them to whoſe-ſeel. 
ings they r as to Try and who 
"You k' Oe 6 bus. 


7 ; 
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had as great an ined 28 himſelf that they ſhould he res 
jetted. In the mean time he informs the aſſembly 
money is wanted to carry on the government, to pay the 
troops, and to diſcharge the demands of the bouſehold, 
I be aſſembly, in the ſpirit of its avocations, gnifies 
that the immediate neceſſuies muſt be provided for out 
of ſavings and retrenchments, , The rich ariſtocracy 
then, who: had the greateſt. intereſt in preventing the 
+ effefts of ſuch a convulſion as a national bankruptcy 
would occaſion, make offerings of money and plate; 
others leſs. wealthy, and from truly patriotic confidera- 
tions, follow the example. The king and queen further 
enforce it by a ſacrifice of a chan debe, "or pf the rich 
metal of the regale. 
he offerings were very cop: gs as 7 
duty on ſalt, Which returned very large ſums to the na- 7 
tional treaſury, was of neceſſity repealed in part, as it 
lay unſufferably heavy on the lower clafs, and the other 
impoſts, declined every day, from the abated rigour in 
their exattions, but more particularly from the declen. 
ſion of internal trade, and the conſequent inability in 
the people to pay; it was ſtill neceſſary to think of ſome 
other means than the patriotic gifts, and of ſome other 
ways than by eee to err up * een 
MOV... 57 
It was on als els and. Fr that the 
3 miniſter had ſo often exhorted the aſſembly to 
take up the ſubjekt moſt ſeriouſly... He bad lately ap. 
- peared again before it, and made a ſpeech of conlider- 
able length, which, with the aſſiſtance of his chief clerks 
" a It took up an bour and a quarter in the deli- 


wars e the i e anger the coun- 
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7 * 
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„vas in from the deranged ſtate of the finances, and a : 
"able diſgraceful bankruptcy, without ſpeedy means 
taken to prevent it, the ſpeech clearly ſhewed it had been 


drawn up in concert with, and under the influence of 
the king, and others in his peculiar intereſt; for it ad. 
viſes the reſtoring the ancient vigour to the xx TIVE 
1 It ſummed up in the five following points: 

«To adjourn all ages ed us 1 P were 
— E's N 

T0 beyin e an \ immedine comributon, as had been 
propoſed. 

Iv eiter the payment of all pee 


To authorize the ry e to . WES nation. | 


in her neceſſities; - and bs 


«Po employ”t the proper means to b to only exe- | 
cutiye Mn its ancient ORG fangs Toney” 185 5 55 


#24 3 8 770 ; 47 


„ler the miniſter bad concluded, Vie] pre bann aroſe 
3 ee f i 


OT 4 l N * 3 : Cf IB: * 
„ We "33 EB MF + 29, : g is | 3 * 5 Fl : 
- : 


The übe aNembly will ike i into old 
the information which vou have er on the part of 
the e - 

Whatever are the Ne WOOTEN eh afflit France; 
the French nation has powerful reſources in the national 
aſſembly, the king, and, I dare ſay, in the miniſter, who 
has 0 well es; its INN „ 


. 
— 


M. Düren was the firſt member ws Stare the 
Abele which the aſſembly now ſeemed ſeriouſly deſir- 


7 £4 * 1 be CIS 4 1 


* of entering fully into. After 8 of the talents 
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of the miniſter, bs ſaid, he thought, if be had 1 7 
10 himſelf, he would have adviſed more efficient mea. 
ſures for the reſtoration of the finances than thoſe he had 
offered. It muſt be obſerved, that the contribution in 
the ſecond article did not mean thoſe giſts or offerings 
which were every day making, but a contribution of one 
fourth of the income, place, or rent of every perſon 
above a certain ſpecified amount. But Dupont was.of 
opinion one fourth part of the revenues of the people 
vould not be ſufficient, eſpecially as it was not meant 
to enforce any one to a declaration and proof of what 
his income might be. He thought converting the eccle- 
ſiaſtical tenths (tithes). to the ule of the ſtate would be 
a a much more certain and more. adequate ſupply. 

„ There (ſaid he) is a revenue of one hundred milli- 
ons, which the nation has a right 10 diſpoſe of; and if 
ſeventy millions are appropriated to the ſupport of the 
church and the miniſters of the altar, there remain 
thirty millions for the uſe of the ſtate. 

Ps, (continued he) the revenue of the ſlate i is ng 
mented by theſe thirty millions, and its expenditure lel- 
ſened thirty millions, what a, different ſituation will ts 
affairs be brought into!” 5 + 
Aſier this propoſition, M. Dupont was . with 
aſperſions from the clergy—called facrilegious; and 
the king from this moment was more. beſet than ever by 
their apprehenſions and their complaints. It appeared 
pretty plain from the firſt, that theſe and other poſſeſ- 
ſions of the church would not be ſpared ; ſome few in 
that claſs and intereſt were even contented in endeavour- 
ing to obtain exemptions in favour of the leſs diſlin 
guiſhed, | ſuch as rectors 70 vicars. 4 PE” 1 


* 4 
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The aſſembly having now fully entered upon the bu- 
delt of the finances, every thing which had relation | 
thereto was introduced by one or other member. R- 
TRENCHMENTS and PENSIONS Came under. diſcuſſion. 
On theſe beads M. de Monteſquieu, after ſome general 
refletions on the neceſſity of leſſening the demands of 
the public creditor, propoſed ſeveral ſubjetts of reduc- 
tion in liquidation of the national debt: theſe included 
the king's houſebold—the foreign and marine depart. 
ments — penſions — intendants —farmers general — che 
 reaſury—the king's garden bis library his A: of . 
horſes — the foreſts the clergy, 6c. oe. 
The marquis then deuiled the particular n 2 


A reduction of the pee of the king! 1 


houſehold FFT. 
T be department. of foreign 1 Ri 8,300, 000 
The war department 8,900 0 
The marine ditto „ LET 2 4 a 2,000,000 | 
eee 5 their officers 13.800, 000 
Regiſſeurs and fermiers-generaux - ; 2,600, | 
.. Adminiſtration of the N e 1, o, o 
The mint . - es, 700,000 
_ Premiums and encouragements - 609,000 
The royal Wir n 36,000 
Royal library „ , 46 OO 


Extraordinary 1 „3,500 
By ſuppreſſing reſerved ſunds of — 173, 
The N my of horſes - .* rag FP 


© Carried over 165.47 1000 
Flanta- 
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„ ͤ ͤ 40D Brought over of bees 
5 * Plantations and foreſts '- 817,000 


$4. EF 


The fund for the ergy - = 2,502,000 
Dias for als e GH 75 5 5,51 500 


* 2 
| * off 4 1 
5725 — 


* 


Tout | $3,301,000 


15 


Abe eaſſembly came tono einen upon theſe propo. 


fals for the moment, but reſolved, that the miniſter 
_ - ſhould write to the provinces, to ſay that the aſſembly 
was unceaſingly employed in the plans laid before it for | 


the more ſpeedy providing againſt the claims of the pub. 
lic creditor, A committee of reviſion was. appointed 
to examine into all that- was received ALY the nes & in 


the way of propoſitions, * 


To give an earneſt of what the aſſembly was deter. 
mined to do in this ſalutary work, it came to the ſol. 


lowing reſolutions, as ſoon as the articles were returned 


from the committee of reviſion. _ 


Jo procure a juſt equiliprium. betwixt the revenue 


and the expenditure. 
Jo provide for extraordinaries, 
-@ To aſcertain the punttual Payne of the 5/2 


debe, and to aſſiſt the royal treaſury.“ 


1 twelve following reſolutions were apptoved of. 
The ordinary expences of the war department, &c. 


which at preſent amounts to gg milffons 160 thouſand 


livres, ſhall ſuffer a diminution of from 15 to 20 mil 


lions, which ſhall 8⁰ towards he ng, = open of the 


pay of the army. 
The two royal houſholds long intended to be unit · 


5 the joint . hall a amount to only 20 . 
| 3 
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| « The eſtabliſhments of the princes of wen W 
- new regulation, ſhall produce a ſaving of fix millions. 

4 The expenditure in regard to ambaſſadors at foreign 
courts, c-. &c, by an eee ar ee i 0 bs 


leſened obe million... rota i 


The penſions to is Same 3 fix eee 

«Two millions 500,000 livres, heretofore diſtbuted-/ 
among the clergy,. to be placed to the public, account. 
4 Five millions to be nealjzed, a: the impoſts 01 


thoſe heretofore privileged. 135 . 


The expences of the ada Aud. 10 be faved.?.. 

Other œconomical projetts, read by M. Neckar,and 
propoſed by him, to be paſſed into a la. 

* The aſſembly reſolve, that from the produce of theſe. 
ſavings, the abrogation of anticipations, and the ex- 
tintion of annuities, the revenues of the ſtate ſhall. 
equal its expenditure before the iſt of January, _— 

he loſs oecaſioned by the diminution of the price of 


lat, or any other impoſt, ſhall be made good by means 


of ſome other tax; ſo that the ou eee _ | 


librium may never be affected. eee 41 ee 


This article entirely regards the ieee 


Upon the reſumed deliberation of Rey; hs. aſ. 


We, 


&mbly paſſed a decree, 6 


That a patriotic. 8 bu „ of all he | 


inhabitants of the kingdom but this requiſition ſhall _ 


only be-made once, 425 never ee e on any 


pretext, Whatever. 1 74 11. B78 63 


This Pas e Et ſhall amount f toons fourth pax ; of 


their nett revenue, or income. 
There is 0 0. no ee concerni: 
ber fortune, .. . $i FV 


= i "op ron or DOTY 
E Places are to ber regulated whe 1 0 f \Tubſeripion 
| hs 84 | 1 Bf Hay 
It is ordained, thatall T: tene hes egdingsb 


= Sha ſend their deelarations, or make them by A 
their attornies, before the firſt of January 1790 
It is alſo enacted, that a lift of contributors be mate 
out, and that the ſums dee pe in _e eee te 
WY of the capitation tax. h 
It is alſo ſpecified, that the abpold-is is to hike: ane 
5 three equal payments; that thoſe: WhO pay the whole 
at once, ſhall: receive a diſcount of five per cent. and 
that thoſe, whoſe incomes do not exceed 400 livres per 
annum, ſhall not be included in this tax. "Werkner, 
| ge, e Kc. ſhall alſo be exempied. 
It is likewiſe declared, that in April 1792, the regil. 
ters ſhall be cloſed and ſealed; and at that epoch, when 
the ſtate ſhall be enabled to borrow money at four per 
cent. then ihe contributors to this patriotic impoſt (if 
alive) fhall be paid, but that their heirs ſhall not be en. 
titled to any benefit from it. Commillaries, * Ke. 
| hall be appointed by the national aſſembly.“ : 
M. Nack, after having read thus far, pee 
the converſion of the Caiffe d Eſcompte into a national 
bank, and preſented a plan of a vote, inviting the cor- 
porations, communities, &c. 10 3 ſuperfluous 
plate to the mint; and cc ng bis memorial, he 


booked round the affembiy, md; again addreſſed bhimſelf 
to the preſident, and requeſted that he would receive a 
DONATION or A HUNDRED THOUSAND LIVRES, 45 
his mite towards the alleviation of the public calamities! 
The hand of retrenchment appeared no in full vi- 


tout. The n of the financiers was not leſs 
oh I acuie. 
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vente, A llt of penſions of above a thouſand livres uns 
ordered to be made out without loſs of any time. From 
all this, and from the frequent attempts in the patriotic 


members to bring the ſubje&t forward for a final diſcuſ- 


ſion, the clergy, began to apprehend all that was to fol. 
| low; they did not fail, however, to blend politics with 

religion; they preached,” they exhorted the people to 
ſtand ſtedfaſt by the chureb, and not allow it to be de- 
ſpoiled of any part of its dues. The king had been 
before requeſted to ſuſpend the nomination to any of 
thoſe benefices without charge of ſouls, which might 
become vacant, and which exceeded in revenue three 


— 


thouſand liyres, near 127 pounds,» The aſſembly bad 


alſo ordered exact accounts to be given in of the ſtate of 


all the ecclefiaſtical revenues in the kingdom, inviting 


the citizens at the ſame time to eommunicate any parti. 
culars which might throw a light upon the ſubject. 


The clergy in France vas both very numerous and 


very rich, their annual revenue was valued at one hun 
dred and twenty-one million, three hundred thouſand 


livres, without ineludling the order of Malta There 


vere 18 archbiſhops;—1 18 biſhops - commenda- 
tory ber (theſe had about four and a half millions 


4000 ſinging boys. 20, 0 thaplains-— 
es habe vicars—60,000/ perſons em- 

ployed in the ſemi 

n een OT g 

80,006 nuns, / * „„. 


- The value 'of Sets or' 


tained, but ar 


zounted to an incredible ſum, This maybe 


Vol. I, | — E k | Fon. : 


canons or prebends—14,000 that held 


ries, colleges, &c,—280 of the'or- 
| "Re ny _ 


oveable property of 
de church h e ene has not been exatllyaſcer> - 
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. to have been not only Tk i fruitful ſubjeQ of 
finance, but of diſcuſſion alſo, and the principal ſpeak. 


ers who thereon diſtinguiſhed themſelves were, both the 
Mirabcaus, the biſhop of Autun, Thouret, De Chaſſey, 
the Abbe Maury, The Ns e e F nd, Du: 


: mw Garat, Petion. „ if IS 1 


Aſter numerous contentions, Wa r, boner. 


: de, in which the Abbe Maury and others, fo much 
exerted themſelves as to be ſuſpetted of agency for 
the court of Rome, the aſſembly came withe: following 

15 e ee with reſpett to temporalitie.. 


The x AON, in conſequence of its fovereign right 


| wa and ought to apply eccleſiaſtical ig in the 
manner moſt adyvantageous to ſociety. : 


The zxyENCss; neceſſary for the an mainte- 
nance of public worſhip, and for the creditable endow. 
ment of its miniſters, is a national debt, of which the 


- aſſembly - ſhall inſure the err ram: og firſt wy 


oF; gent anne, 2 Goy ot | 
„The vAriox, in, 3 of 8 ings 
ot to ſuppreſs all unuſeful religious eſtabliſhments. 
And the national pages ag order N to be 
made ſor their members. 
No yzxs0Ns ſhall be . to Kill the 5 
benefices when they become vacant, which e 
will of courſe be in time wholly ſuppreſſed. 
FTbe xine ſhall be requeſted not to er 
»ecſons £ in commendam to ſuch abbies and priories as may 
beconie vacant; and to defer nominations to cathedral 


churches, until the national aſſembly has eſtabliſhed a 
form which may conciliate the rights of his majeſty, with 
he ancient practice of the church, relative to elełtions. 
A . Al 
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«. All chapters ſhall be ſuppreſſed, without excepting) 

thoſe noble chapters whoſe inſtitution is as repugnant to 
ſocial equality, as it is contrary to the evangelic ſpirit; 

and the preſent canons of collegiate ori _ have 
penſions allotted them for their lives. ö 

With reſpett tothe chapters of e r mal 
be reformed, ſo as to reſtore them to the ſtar of their 
original inſtitutions; or elſe be ſuppreſſed. #4; 55 

There ſhall be made in all churches, cathedrals, and 
colleges, as well as in all monaſteries, an exact inven- 
tory of the ſilver plate belonging to the churches ; and 
alſo of the veſſels. uſed in religious houſes; and ang 
inyentories ſhall be ſent to the national aſſembly.” | 

The national afſembly ſhall give directions to the, 
cammittee of conſtitution to prepare, and preſent to the 
aſſembly its refleAians on the following queſtion—The 
regular clergy not being neceſſary for the miniſtry, ſhall 
they be ſuppreſſed without exception ? or ſhall ſome com-- 
munities be preleryed and We to 2 oy des 
wine ? fo 


1 
#4 : 


The monaſteries. and religious orders continued to 
be the object of conſideration to the aſſembly, when 
it was found convenient to confine and direct the diſ- 
cuſſion to three; principal point. 15 

shall the religious orders be ſuppreſſed 8 

* In caſe of, their ſuppreſſion, ſhall houſes be left for - 
the reſidence of any: of the nuns or monks, who _—_ 
lll wiſh to form themſelves into communities 
What eee ſhall be ee to pe ofticher 
deſcription? ,, „„ os tw 4 6 

M. DE LA May wick Ip ik if: 

KE 2 cuſſion 
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_ cuſſion of PER firſt point with great earneſtne and abi - 
lity. He ſaid, that the queſtion had been already dif. 
cuſſed and decided upon by public opinion: that it vas 
even prejudged by the national affembly, when it de- 
creed the conditional prohibition of monaſtic vous: 
That if ſuch inſtitutions were formerly uſeful to huf. 
bandry and literature, they are no longer ſo: that their 

ancient utility is no argument now for their continu. 
ance : that monaſteries tend little to promote the pur. 
poſes of education, becauſe perſons ſo litite- connected 

Vith ſociety can fill the minds of youth only with: ab- 
ſurd prejudices : that agriculture is at preſent under 
leſs obligations to them than learning : that the wiſdom 
of the aſſembly is called upon to aboliſh them: that it 
would be in vain to queſtion their authority in that re- 
ſpett, as every thing belonged to their juriſdiction. 

M. Grncoirs Wiſhed to ſuſpend the total ſuppreſ. 
fon of the monaſtic orders. He _— n a N. os 
be highly impolitic. 

M. Prrio was much of. a e on * 
occaſion. He divided his diſcourſe into two ſettions : 
Has the national affembly a right to ſuppreſs religious 
houſes? Is the ſtep adviſable ? „ There can be no 
doubt,” faid he, „of the right of the aſſembly, as de- 
poſitary of the ſovereign power. ' As to the utility of 
the meaſure, every thing concurs to demonſtrate it, rea- 
ſon, liberty, population, agriculture, commerce, nay, 
the very nature of our conſtitution. Monaſtic intituti- 
ons are the cauſe of the decline and degradation of the 
_ Spaniſh monareby. In the laſt century, the council of 

Caſtile” he ſaid © addrefled a memorial to Philip III. 


to 0 demonfirac to him, that the multiplicity of _—_— 
dlrie 
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dried up the fow e of Pot 10 


obliged by their profeſſion to do nothing; that the lands 
are little benefited by the culture of monks; that im- 
portant object would be much better attended to by fa- 
mers of ſamilies; that thoſe religious ſolitaries are not 
better adapted to promote liberal education, than to 
advance tillage; and that the only real utility, which 
the publie could derive from them, conſiſted in the viſe 
application of their property to the benefit of ſocicty.” 
The monks found in M. CayLta DE ia Gabba a 
very zealous advocate. He treated the motion for ſup- 


preſſing them as heretical ; and combated ſuch a mea- 


ſure with all the artifice of ingenious ſophiſtry. He 
opened his harangue with the beautiful figure ſo ſucceſs- 
fully employed by Mors to paint the ravages 
of delpotiſm : That the ſteps recommended to the 
aſſembly, reſpeRting the ſuppreſſion of the monaſtic or- 
ders, reſetmbled the condutt of the people of Louiſiana, 


who cut down a tree in order to come at its fruits; Thus,“ 


ſaid he, “ in order to ſeize upon the riches of the mo- 
naſteries, their proprietors are to be exterminated.” He 
diſplayed the merits of the monks, from their firſt inſti. 
tution till the preſent day; their ſignal ſervices to ſo- 


ciety, their fervent prayers, and how nearly religion was 


intereſted in preſerving them. Towards the cloſe of 
his ſpeech, he loft himſelf in details of erroneous calcu- 
jation, by attempting to prove that the public, though 
poſſeſſed of the whole property of the monks, would 
not be able aſſo thews e out FL it wy TO mow 
vin 
1 Bs AVE fully AGED all theſe weakly ſophit: 
tries 


ation; that it is the imwe- 
diate intereſt of ſociety, to exclude ſuch members as are 


! 
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tries; and proved chat monls were uſeleſs to facie; | 
as being independent of it; injurious, as being engaged 
to perſorm none of its duties; that they, degraded the 
religion they pretended to defend, by augmenting the 
number of thoſe who ſcandalize it; and that not being 
ſubjett to the rules or maxims of ſociety, they cannot 
promote the great ends of NATIONAL £DUCATION. 

M. Mavky, and his party, who believed juſt as much 

in the miracles of monks as in thoſe of  Mahomet, yet 
wiſhed to defend their holy reliques, and obtained twen. 
ty-four hours reprieve for this haaryeheaded error of 
ſuperſtitious antiquity,, x. 

+ The next day the debate on. the e of the 
monks was reſumed, and continued for ſome time. with 
great violence and great diverſity. of ſentiment, when 
the following decree was reſolved on; 

The national aſſembly decree, as an mics of hs con- 

ſtitution, that the law ſhall no longer allow of any ſolemn 

monaſtic vows by perſons of either ſex; and declare in 

conſequence, that all orders and regular congregations, 

a where ſuch vows are made, be and remain aboliſhed in 

| France, without the future un, of di een hy 
pliſhments. 

„ All individuals of has ſex, ah "ay in eee 
may quit them upon applying to the municipality of the 
place; a ſuitable penſion ſhall be aſſigned them; and 
houſes ſhall alſo be prepared for the reception of thoſe 
who may not wiſh to avail themſelves of the preſent de- 
oree. No change, however, to take place in houſes con- 
cerned in the buſineſs of public education, or in houſes 
he nag till further conſidered of Fein the en 


« « Nuns 
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« Nuns may remain in their preſent houſes, as being 
particularly” [excepted by the afſembly in the decree, 


which obliges' monks and inks to n ſeveral 1 their 
convents into one only.“ 5 2, beg | 
It was further . P 


That each perſon vert to 80 ee ſhall 


receive a reaſonable annual allowance ; ; and that ſhould 
any of them with to live the remaitfter of their days in 
a religious ſociety removed from the noiſe and tumult 
of the world, a houſe ſhall be aſſigned to them for that 
n 

That as ſoon as this d 
royal aſſent, the office in each monaſtery ſet apart for 


keeping the charters and title deeds to arr Dae On 


be ſealed up by the proper officer.“ 


The following was the plan of 0 for the diene 

FThat on every rector of a'pariſh-ſhould be ſettled 
an u ava] income of one thouſand two hundred Me | 
Gy of the parſonage houſe and garden. | 92 


That this income ſhould be ſo ſettled, that it might 
be regulated by the price of corn, and therefore ns eee 
though it ſhould not fall with it. 

That all biſhops, and ee Uboſe v 
ings ſhall be ſuppreſſed, ſhall receive an annual allow. 
ance ſuited to the eminence 1 their fanE 
value of their living. 


Proteſts were not SWF Gale againſt thefe pi | 
ings by the ecclefiaſtical-chambers of German princes, . 


but by the clergy of the French Provinces,” ſuch as 


Alſace, &c. and of ae ne dow Ped Games. th in G 


Straſburgh, * V' + pt! 
Them 


aſſem 


deere ſhall tave Witervellihe © 


xg or the 


jorials of teſe laſt "hich were read in the 
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| value of the e ſo diſpoſed of. 


aſſembly, ſaid, that they had not given power to their 
deputies to make the ſacrifice of their rights and privi. 
jeges, and that they could not adhere. to the demo, of 
the aſſembly.” © EET FEE £33034 £37 

This ſingular declaration "yk nan ys fom of 
| the nobles of. Rae, 3d action ow t 


dered. 7 


Of the number of. perſons” t aus rend 
i the new order of things, the reader 1 05 TR: 15 


N $ 


Upon . removal of the king FRI Verſailles i 1 
Paris, falſe, accounts were ſpread, and exaggerated. opi 
nions diſſeminated - in the proyinces, viz, that he was, 


with his whole family, a cloſe priſoner in bis Oyn cha- ; 
teau ; that ſeyeral parliaments were about to paſs arrcts 
ol ſo violent a nature, ag could not have failed to pro- 


udden and dreadful; civil war. His majeſty's 
miniſters therefore; mics great prudence, adviſed him to 


| publiſh the following proclamation ahout a week aſter. 
his ar rival in 8 2 aris, This did allay the ferment i ina 


great meaſure, but notwithſtanding Rouen and two other 


places diſtinguiſhed 0 oy their penner) and 


timerity in che ſame way e 
The proclamation ſigni 4, „ That his e has 


= OS. 


taken up his abode in the capital, at the inſtance, of his 
Pariſian ſubjetts, who had ſhewn him the moſt dl 
marks of affection and fidelity; that he was certain they 


would never attempt to lay any kind, of reſtraint on the 
free determination of their. ſovereign; and that it was 
from among them, he announced to the provinces, tHat 
WOE: national alembly: ſhould baye.6 rminated 3 

1 
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pal 1 of the reſtoration of public happineſs, he 
propofed to realife the” plan he had long fince had in 
contemplation, of viſiting' bis provinces, in a private 
capacity; in order that he might be more particularly | 
acquainted with the ſeparate intereſts and wiſhes of each 
province, and to teſtify to them, in the effuſion of his 
heart, that they are equally dear to him. als nen 
That his majeſty anticipated with pleaſure, the 
hopes of receiving from his ſubjects thoſe marks of 
affeftion and confidence, which will ever be the obs 
jedi of his e 8 the true 3 of; his happi: 


neſs,” Fes Ft: en 


« Funtier] 4 kinig karat 0 an 95 decla. 
nilon on his part would engage all the inhabitants of 
his provinees to aſſiſt, hy their enebutagement, the Ja. 
bours of the national afſembly,'To that a happy conti 
ration being completed, France might Toon enjoy thoſe 
days of peace and tranquillity, of which Thad been is 
long deprived by N diviſion, "9117 10 HOW! 

Wan bao cont ha eats TO. c reste 

Tre 0 1661 47 15 3 10 

Beet evaded 1 on A Sol of the 
foregoing proclamation. ' The people confidered if in 
different points of view. Some infiſted upon it, that it was 
nothing but an inſidious way to prepare the provinces 
for reſiſtance to the aſſembly, or at leaſt to try whether 
the people in the country were made of other ſtuff than 
the Pariſians. The promulgation of the following ar. 


ret at the ſame e | gh commibikes by W pemg 
theſe- bay no ed * "1 34 „ * 
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Vol. I. 5 1.1 Parliamen- 
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off onto v1 odd to mn lor a0; T1 3 


Par ligmentary,, an Er aſſed, at Merz on tle 120 g 
2 0 E F 22 Neuember, 1789. 18 non . 


All the chambers aſſembled in court ee . 
the letters patent of the king, bearing date the 3d of 
November, 1789, and ſanctioning the decree of the 
national aſſembly, which prorogues the chamber of 
varations of all che parliaments of the kingdom, &c. pe- 
netrated with the ſentiments of fidelity which we owe to 
the king and to the nation; uncertain of the manner of 
fulfilling at this moment the engagements which the 
nature of our functions impoſe on us; and believing 
that we do not diſcover in the decree of the national 
aſſembly, and in the ſanflion given by his majeſty, that 
character of liberty which is neceſſary ſor rendering 
Jaws. obligatory, ve haye proteſted, and do proteſb 
againſt the, decree; and the.ſanQtion,'.. But for prevent 
ing the; greateſt evils, and in expeRation, that the opi- 
nion of the French people will be fixed on theſe im- 
portant objects, we conſent to regiſter the letters patent, 
Ordering, nevertheleſs, that copies of the preſent proteſt 
be addrefied, to, all the bailiwicks in our juriſdiction,” 
Wühout deliberating on the ſubje dt, the aflembly re- 
fared, SEAN mination of this affairs w a commiuee. 


1 13 1 
# 7 Eee 


50 3 Fe 5 BEST CONSPIRACY, e 
44571 eee fron 10 ee been the fiſt mem. 
her who dared or had thought it prudent to mention 
the word coxg?1racy in the aſſembly, He fo for 
ſpoke out, as to declare he had diſcovered the thread of 
ene, without, however, een to what labyrinths it 
ond Es 

E-+5 7- The 


x 


rnavert REVOLUTION. 


The ſafety of the ſtate was cerilh at that time more 
in danger Bard ever; but this member was hot able to 
bring the accuſbtion home td any perſons fo to conyitt” 
dem. The alfembhhy of the commons of Paris, Bot- 
ever, felt convinced! of the exiſtence of ſueh plots;"and" 
vited diſcoveries'6f them by rewards from five Hun! 
dred livres, to a thouſand Louis dort A committee Ul 
reſearch was eſtabliſhed at the Hotel de Ville and a” 
M. Augeard, taken up and impriſoned in the ebatelet, 
was ſaid to have had a plan in his pocket! for the kings 
| cleape to Metz. MI IV BRE, the rich banker Sk 
Funce, gave fifty thouſand livies, independent of his" 
common fubſcription with eile rer ite“ purpoſe of 
diſcovering/and laying open the köppetedl Cöntplrsefts“ 
A great many perſons ere taken up afterwards, but 
not by the effet of theſe proffered” rewards ' and in- 
deed, at 4 liſtant period, Robeſpierre dee ſared that tbe 
money was offered by the banker for the purpoſe of 
blinding the people, or turning their purſuits from the | 
real conſpirators, the better to allow We e 0 
be Tg on. | 21's 
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en WANT OF SPECIE.. ||). tt 


-taikic place i it may be noticed, chat for a (few weeks 
paſt the goyernment had been under great diffieulties for 
ſpecie to pay the court and houſehold; ' The troops in 
many of the provinces were in arrear, and four days 
previous to the king's ng Verſailles, he had,” as has 
been mentioned, ſent” his ſuperabundant plate to the 
Rint t to be coined ; the queen did the n Eng 7 but 

e the 
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the, aſſembly not thinking it right to allo him to.de. 
prive himſelf, of the accuſtomed; regalia, deſired, N. 
ch Tonnerre to wait, upon him, and acquaint him 
that ſuch a ſacrifice, was not neceſſaryi that the aſſembly 
vill not loſe a moment in providing for the neceſſiies 
of, ihe ſlate ; but he ſoon returned, when. he ſeid, 

0 Gentlemen, purſuant to the orders of the <a 
3 I have had, the honour of expreſſing to. his 
majeſty. the wiſh,,of the aſſambly, and its extreme af. 
fliktion on che perſonal. ſacrifice his majeſty propoſes to 

make, by conſigning his plate to the mint. Io chis the 
king replicd, Thoſe ſentiments of the national aflen- 
bly afſekt me ſtrongly... I eptreat you, to. make, known, | 
to it my ſenſibility. I perſiſt in the, xefglution, which 
the example of my people has in ſpired avrhe queen and 
L attach not any importance to theſe, ſacriſices, 

Wich the ſubſcribing of the decree; ſor the diſpolal | 
of the patriotic, benefa&tions, the king, made the. follow. 

| ing; obſervations on the cauſe of the ſcarcity of money, 
and ſent them privately. by one of; bis bee to the 
aſſembly. | 

« The K1NG is 8 8 the effects of the « ex- 
treme ſcarcity of fpecie are every day more apparent. 
This ſcarcity is to be attributed to the delays experi 

| enced in the recovery of impoſts, Which have alvays 

deen paid in ready money; but in a much greater, de. 

gres. to che efſetis of exaggerated apprehenſions, which 
have induced the aflluent to withhold their money from 

circulation, to the diminution of our export trade, to 

the conſiderable, diſburſements. in the purchaſe of corn, 

to the emerson n _ number of French fa- 


ET milics 
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nile, who neceſſarily draw. a large portion, of the. na. 
tional, wealth, and to the paucity. of foreign traveller, 
vhom our internal troubles have driven from, ot deter- 
red from viſting France. Theſe ate the cauſes which 
have rendered caſſꝭ ſo. ſcarce; at Paris, and in the pro- 
vinces ; inſomuchi that we haye found. it difficult io pro- 
vide for the expences which. are neceſſary to be..dib. 
burſed in ready money, ſuch. 226 221 ba * 8 
ee _ aka 2 5 n 

I may bs St buys oak PO W 5 are 8 
cuſtomed to obſerve; the facility with which the ſenates 
of other countries vote money to any amount at the 
vill of the king or his miniſter, that the members of 
the French legiſlature heard of the pecuniary. Vants and 
complaints of the king upon that head, with, an unex- 
ampled ſtoiciſm. Fo ſuch it ſhould, be mentioned, chat 


he legillatorz themſelves were in a ſuuation as novel = 


alſo. They were, ſent to this. aſſembly with, expreſs, di- 
rellions what, to do, which, was not to.encreaſe, but to 
leſſen the public, burdens, and to form a conſtitution as 
a barrier againſt, the recurrence of deſpotiſm ; and-dil- 
ueſs. The wemhers had not ſat long enough to forget 

he limits of the authority given to them by their, di. 
plomas, As often therefore as theſe applications for 
money were made, the aſſembly was impelled to re- 
new the ſubject of xeTRENCHMENTs; (the beſt and 
 viſeſt part of eee and the CONSTITUTION. 


3 


mu NAtioNAL' Abr at- ro vente. 


A ſoon Aube king had left, Verlaillesmanyvof: the 
WE aa ang N ta be. unſafe in that 


| | "Ps 


| 262 | - "SKETCH or THE 


108950 155 therefore deſired leave to a6 draw to their 
private homes; and theſe applications at length — 
ſo numerous, that M. Mirabeau made a motion to pre; 
vent them. He ſaid, although members did not make 
themſelves ſlayes hy entering into the aſſembly, yet he 
thought no one ought to be allowed to withdraw from 
it but upon the moſt cogent reaſons publicly given, 
M. Mounier, and two other deputies; however, ſent in 
their reſignation ; and, as it was ſuppoſed, they were 
prompted to do this from the events which had lately 
happened, Their reſignations were acceptet. 

Upon a report being ſpread that the contents of 'a 
ballet of ſecret letters; received from Milan and Turin, 
the reſidence of the fugitive princes, had been uninten- 
tionally communicated to one of the patriotic miniſ- 
ters, and were about to be made public, two members, 
vith the brother of one of them; and ſeveral families of 
diſtinttion;' withdrew to Geneva; many others of leſs 
note made voluntary exiles of themſelves.” It had been 
propoſed by ſeveral members to remove the ſeſſion of 
the aſſembly to Paris; and it was obſerved at the ſame 
time, that as the king formed a part of the legiſlature, it 
| could t not be be nab to remain at e auen be Ahne from 
_ 40 


While this 1 was s debating, f the following letter 
was received from the king: „ 
„ GENTLEMEN, JJ 
* The inſtances of attachment _ 4 fidelity which l 
have received from my good city of Paris, and the in- 


vitations of the commons, have determined me to fix my 
e abode there; and in the confidence which 1 


have 
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| tavethat you will not ſeparate from me, I invite you to 
chuſe commiſſioners to ſele& the moſt proper place for 
the national aſſembly to ſit in. I ſhall give the neceſ- 
ſary orders to prepare it. I ſhall facilitate and een r 
the e ee em e 1 require. 


„% Ke TIN ” 6s 1 N Es 01. 
Fa b Een, qQ632 
The Ke to > Pablo: Was chi vote, and by a 
great majority it was decided in the affirmative. | 
Commiſſioners were named to make known this — 
lution to the king, and chuſe a place, until a more pro- 
per or convenient one could be prepared: a great 
room in the ge geren eee was ey on to Sar 
—_ ER OO f E F 
"210 New DIVISION or FRANCE.” | 
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The pl plan for an improved Soi of the 
territory of France, was given in to the aſſembly at this 
time, as better calculated to eſtabliſh a provincial adini. 
niſtration, more uniform in itfelf, and. more in uniſon 
with the central government of the empire, | This plan 
or diviſion, with ſome immaterial alterations, is that 
which exiſts at this day. And no meafure throughout 
the revolution ſo effeftually melted down the particular 
intereſts of provinces, and forced the eye of en 
to 9 look to the e grime orb for light, 25 this, NT rs, 


*. THOURET'sS PLAN or PROVINCIAL $UB-DI- 
B 02-263 ene „„ 

le « ed the ende Tn into ee, haves, 
Ab ſhould be denom d DEPARTMENTS; euch of 
which ſhould be (eighteen leagues long, and eighteen 
Easter, broad, and — Paris and its environs ſhould 


5 form 


464 exkren or rur 


form a lupemamerary deparnmehs, not to be compre 

Each of theſe depattments: he bene 0 fab-divide 
5 diftritts of ſix leagues each way; and each dif. 
tritt into nine cantons, of two leagues by two, ' So-that 
France, whoſe ſurface, is twenty-ſix thouſand "08 
leagues, would be divided into eighty departments, ſeven 
hundred and twenty Ade, and fix x 0 es 3 
dred and as bunten. 3 | 


3 


14 


— ah, 


| The following was the pl; an n for the Prov 
i bite, in fficen articles: 5 


6.2, All citizens, of . ritk'o or quality, hl 
form the aſſemblies of the cantons. | 
4 g, The deputics of theſe ſhall form the afſemblc 
911 the commons. 
3 Theſe laſt thoſe G the e 80 "0 
: ſhall be choſen ſeven hundred and twenty. deputies to 
form the national allembly, _ _ 
5 6 4. All thoſe who are natives ol France, . 
of age, have dwelt a year in one place, are not in a ſer- 
; vile ſtate, and pay an impoſt equal to three days labour 
Wan be admitted to the firſt aſſemblies. 
| 4. The members ſhall preſide in perſon, and not 
| be members of two places at a imm. 
46. There ſhall aha at leaſt one  aſembly in a exc 
NY . | 
& 7. When Ms 6 a canton ed ſix 
hundred, there ſhall be more than one aſſembly. _ 
48. When the inhabitants amount to nine bumdred 
each afſembly ſhall be compoſed of four hundred and 


wg voters. When they amount to one thouſand by, 
2 1 


— ee re ee —— 


rarven REVOLUTION. fs 265 


755 


fry, one e mall be formed of fix hundred, and the other 


of four hundred and fifty. 


9. The firſt aſſemblies ſhall depute members to the | 


commons. 


4 10. For being bad to the afſcmblies of he 
commons, each muſt (beſides the above qualifications) 


pay a tax of the value of nine days labour: | 
411. Theſe ſhall chuſe one Dept out of every two 
hundred voters. 


« 12, It ſhall be the Abr who form by their rdepu. 


ties the aſſemblies of the departments. 


« 13. In each diftri they ſhall chuſe one n for 


every twenty-ſeventh of the people, one for the twenty- 


ſeventh of the landed property, and one for the Oy” 


ſeventh of the contribution or impoſt. 


614. The national aſſembly ſhall conſiſt of ſeven 


hunted and twenty members—two hundred and forty 
for the landed. property, two hundred and forty for 


the contribution or impoſt, and two ane and forty 


for the people. 

415. The deputies of the rational aſſembly ſhall not 
be elected a ſecord. 5 0 but | after the Interval of. one 
legiſlation.” 

This plan was received with ananimous echoes of ap- 
probation. ods 75 

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY IN PARIS. 


The national aſſembly, now removed to Paris, was 


in a more convenient ſituation for the frequent inter- 
courſe ſo neceflary with the king and miniſtry, which 


neceffity had been encreaſed more and more every hour, 


2s well from the unſettled ſtate of the provinces, as from 
the diſtratted condition of the finances, | 


Gy 
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The firſt thing done was, to receive the loyal pro. 


ſeſſions of the mayor and commons of Paris, as follows: 


Ms BAILEY'S ADDRESS at the head of the Pariſian De. 
pulalion, to the Prefi ident of the Natrenat A Yenbh,o on. 
its firſt fi ting in Paris. 


Gentlemen, 


« We beat to the 8 ale 5 Ea of 
the commons of Paris. We come to renew to this au- 
guſt aſſembly the expreſſion of profound a and the 
aſſurance of entire ſubmiſſion. L : 

% We have always deſired the honour which we re⸗ 
ceive this day, that of ſeeing the repreſentatives of the 
nation united in the boſom of the capital, and delibera- 
ting on the great intereſts of the ſtate. We dare affirm, 
gentlemen, that we are worthy of that honour; we are 
worthy of it, by the reſpett and ſubmiſſion of which ve 
now come to offer you the aſſurance; but we ſhall he 
more worthy of it ſtill, by our fidelity in, maintaining 
the liberty of your great and important deliberations. 

The city of Paris has no particular intereſt ; in the 


intereſt of all parts of the kingdom is compriſed that of 


the, country ; and we demand, in common with the pro- 
vinces, that you give to this empire a durable confli- 
tution, which, in maintaining its proſperity, will ſecure 
the good fortune of all. This is ene theſe 


axe our views. 9 
If it may be permitted t to mention. it here, I ſhall 


beg leave to lay, that the city of Paris was foremoſt in 
arming againſt the enemies of the ſtate, and by making 


that firſt Fxertign in the cauſe of liberty, diſperſed the 


mer CC- 
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mercenaries with whom the national aſſembly and the 
capital were environed. | She will continue to inſure her 
own liberty, by inſuring yours, and it will ever be her 
proudeſt boaſt, that the felicity of France was com- 
pleted within her boſom, . 


& The REVOLUTION Which has been 50 by « cou; % 


nge, muſt be accompliſhed by wiſdom; and your wil. 
dom, gentlemen, is to weigh and fix the deſtiny of the 
empire. Your duty towards us is to watch over our 
welfare —Ours towards you is to ſtand firm in your 
defence; and the commons whom you ſee before you, 


nay all the inhabitants of this city, are ready to ſpend 


the laſt drop of their blood for your ſecurity ; to pre- 


ſerye your perſons inviolable, and your detiverations | 


in perſett liberty. 


4 If the capital has not yet enjoyed all the tranquil- 
lity which good citizens could defire, it is becauſe the 
great agitations which always attend the riſe of liberty 
cannot be appeaſed at once. They will cnly ceaſe by 


degrees; but happy circumſtances may accelerate the 


viſhed-for repoſe ; and we can ſay with truth, that the 


return of the king to the metropolis is one of theſe hap- 
py eircumſtances; and that his preſence cheriſhes, and 
vill, in time, eſtabliſh a laſting peace: nay, indeed, that 


peace muſt be ſpeedily eſtabliſhed by your preſence ; 


for peace is the fruit of wiſdom, and if not already ex- 


_ Ming, will ſpon ſpring up out of the reſpett which you 
inſpire. Your coming hither is to fix the duration, the 
proſperity and the happineſs of the nation, by the laws : 


and while I conſider the yenerable, the reſpettable ſe- 
nate, to whom I have the honour of addreſſing myfelf, 
believe that I behold the Jaws, thoſe laws which ſhall 


Mmz e extend 


4 
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extend through all France, and to the moſt * 


ages for the general happineſs of Wi Ferioeued and 
living in your honoured forms. 
„ Peace is the work of law, and the fruit of love, | 


The law and the king! are the obje&s of our reſpell. 
The law and the king are alſo. the objeRts of our affec- 


tion.” To which the preſident made a ſuitable anſwer, 
- This ceremony being ended, the national aſſembly 
came to a reſolution to wait upon the king with an ad. 
dreſs, which a committee was ordered to draw up, and 
it did accordingly wait upon him the next day, and 
by the mouth of the Ns addreſſed him thus: 


1 


. SIRE) : 


8 The national aſſembly has promiſed to unite ieſelf 
inſeparably to your majeſty ; and called near to you by 
our love, we come to offer you the homage of our re- 
ſpeR, and our unchangeable affection. 

That affection of the people of France for thaw 
monarch, ſeemed as if it could not admit of any increaſe 
"from the memorable day when they proclaimed you the 


/ 


reſtorer of liberty; but there is ſtill another, and a 


more touching title for them to give you, + "at of belt 
friend of the nation. 

% Henry IV. obtained it from the 1 ofa 
famous city, in which he had paſſed a part of his youth; 
and the monuments of hiſtory. inform us, that he ſub- 


ſeribed in theſe words votre meilleur ami—(your belt 


friend), the letter which he wrote with incomparable 
affability. (Letter of Henry IV. to the Rochelois,) 
That title, Sire, all France attributes to you · 


They have ſeen your majeſty firm and tranquil, in the 


; midſt 


; 
gr” 
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midſt of <a taking, for the ſake of your people, 


the chance of all hazards, and endeavouring to ſuppon . 


them by your preſence, and your care. 

Ibey have ſeen you, fire, renouncing your en 6 

our amuſements, and your enjoyments, and 

into a multitude af inquietudes, to announce to your 
ſubjefts the days of peace, reſtore the hopes of ms re 
lity, unite again the bonds of concord, and rally all the 
| ſcattered forces of his great empire. How ſweet muſt 
| it be, fire, to receive the benedictions offered you as a 
juſt and honourable tribute from the immenſe multitude 
that ſurrounds you, and the affurance which we join 
with thoſe bleſſings of a zeal always active for the main- 
ienance of the laws, and the Hoes of your delegated 
authority ! ! | 

« Theſe ſentiments are a debt which we owe to 
pour majeſty, and we only acquit ourſelves of our en- 
| gagements to our conſtituents, by avowing them to 15 
the world, and tranſmitting them io our poſterity. 
10 chis addreſs, the king returned the following 185 


anſwe r. 


* am convinced of the 8 which you. ex- 
preſs for me; I depend upon it; and I receive "ow 
| proofs of it with great ſenſibility,” _ = 
| The preſident and the whole national aſſembly then 
| vaited on the queen, whom Oe! addreſſed i in ror 
nne; A , . 
i Manu, 25 % CHO in. 
* The firſt deſire Ain abend aſſembhy, at our ar- 


val in the capital, was to preſent to the king the tri- 


n Nor could we re- 
fue 
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ſuſe yielding to ſo natural an 00 of offering to 


you our ſentiments and our wiſhes, 

& Receive them, madame, and permit me to expreſ; 
them to you, ſuch as we form them, eh Rirong, and 
ſincere. 

4 It is with true ſatisfabtion, 5 thar the na. 


' tional aſſembly contemplate at this moment in your arms, 
that illuſtrious infant, whom the inhabitants of the capi. 
' tal will henceforth regard as their citizen, and add tg 
thoſe many princes tenderly cheriſhed by their people, 
the heir of Louis XI. Henry IV. and of him, whoſe 


virtues are now the hope of the French. 


Neither he, or the authors of his days, can ever 


enjoy more glory and proſperity than we wiſh them,” 


Her Majeſty's Anſwer. 


e el am touched more ſenſibly than I can expreſs with 
the ſentiments of the national affembly. If I had been 


appriſed of their intention, I would have received them 
in a manner more worthy of them.” Then taking the 


dauphin in her arms, ſaid, * Voild mon enfant, and pre- 
ſemied him with an engaging air to the eine 22 court. 


* endearment of the N 


After having thus received wh addreſs of the mayor 


and commons, and waited upon the king with their ad- 


dreſs, the aſſembly entered upon the buſineſs of the 
finances, by'a ſtanding order, of proceeding in them till 


they ſhould be brought to ſome regularity. As well as 


the hint in the king's note, M. Neckar had juſt been at 
the bar, penetrated with the deepeſt afflition for the ſtate 


of ths Faumtry; and urging: new reaſons for not deferring | 


the 


* 


% LEN ˙ ww ̃ wr! d ̃—· ͥ½ũi ] ] oe! Free 
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*he 
i « n 1923 it. _ 
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the buſineſs of the finances a moment longer, aſſuring 
| his hearers, that the apprehenſions of a national bank- 
| ruptcy became general, and might be attended with in- 
numerable and hitherto inexperienced diſaſters fatal to 
be hope of order, if not immediately prevented. His 

| ſpeech, in part read by himſelf, and in part by his chief 


derk, took up an hour and a half going through. 


It included a ſummary of all the arguments he had be- 
| fore urged, with the addition of a propoſition for & 
xXATIONAL BANK, as, well calculated for n the 
preſſing exigeneies of the ſtate, _ 

When he propoſed his plan, which vous be too tedi- 
| ousto give a full detail of, he obſerved that it might poſ- 
| fibly abound with faults. He did not give it as a per- 
fect work; nor was it eaſy to form ſuch an onè in the 
preſent ſtate of affairs. But, notwithſtanding this mo. 
deſt declaration, the plan appeared to be the reſult of 
| that deep knowledge of the nation's reſources, that ex- 
| afineſs of calculation, and that ſolicitude for the public 
welfare, which marked every at of M. Neckars admi_ 
| niſtration, He was for converting the caiſſe d'eſcompte 
into a national bank, with the addition of fifty millions 
produced by twelve thouſand five hundred new ſhares 
| of ſtock, of four thouſand livres each. He propoſed 
e creation of two hundred and forty millions by bank 
| bills, which ſhould be ſtamped with the arms of France, 
| and theſe words, garantie nationale; and that theſe bills 
ould be on national ſecurity. The bank, which iſſued 
theſe bills, would obtain an indulgence of ten or twenty 

years by their means, which would be an obj of the 
utmoſt importance. 


The memorial . that PAY new bank mould be : 


con- 
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8 by twenty-four direQory whoſe conduct 
ſhould be under 'the-inſpettion of commiſſioners named 
by the national aſſembly ; and that the laws for the re. 
gulation of the preſent caiſſe might, when adviſed by 
8 ſerve for the regulation of the new bank, 
M. Neckar demonſtrated that there was occaſion for 
an extraordinary ſupply of one hundred and ſeventy 
millions, to make up the accounts bf the preſent year, 
and anſwer the demands of the enſuing one; and aſſur. 
| ed the aſſembly that he could think of no method ſo 
| likely to raiſe the ſum required as ihe one he now ' pro: 
poſed to their conſideration. 
In order before hand to refute any objefions to his 
| plan, he made it obvious to the aſſemhly, that it would 
be not only advantageous to the ſtate, but to commerce, 
and to the ſtock-holders, and proved i in the cleareſt man. 


5 ner, that the nation would run no riſk by becoming ſe- 


curity for the two hundred and forty millions of bank 
notes; becauſe the bank would advance one hundred | 
and ſeventy millions, and that the preſent ſtock-holders | 
had already depoſited ſeventy millions in the ag 
fury, as ſecurity of the agreement. 
_ After the concluſion of the memorial, M. "Neckes an. 
nounced another memorial, containing a general plan 
for a ſyſtem of finances, which hie ſhould bring forward 
as ſoon as the military conſtitution was arranged, and 
* produce of the taxes, which were now to be levied 


| on perſons heretofore e 8 . 1 8855 
could be aſcertained: „„ 


PI 
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„ 


The. Prof ident's mY | 
6 Silly +2 FFP 

4 The national aſſembly willy pay to 2 memo nted vow 
have preſented all that attention which the importance 
of the objetts it treats of merits, and with the confidence 
which your devotion to the public WEE aged 
through the nation.” 

After the miniſter had retired, the afſembly luQuated 
for a conſiderable time between the many important ob- 
jedis which demanded equally their attention. Some 
were for conſidering the affairs of finance firſt ; others 
viſhed to bring forward the reports nunc by the 
committee from the provinces. In ſhort, ſo much bu- 
fineſs of various neceſſity preſſed upon the aſſembly, 

that it did not go through the diſcuſſion of this plan, 
nor was it ever perfetted in the form given in. The 
reſolution for the twenty-five per cent. contribution had 
now ſurmounted all objettion, though it could not be ex- 
pefted to bring any material ſum into the national trea- 
ſury till the beginning of the next year. But by way of 
accelerating the tardy movements of the reluQant cler- 
gy, the following decree- was s immediately PR” ſanc- 
toned, and promulgated: . | 

lt is decreed, that all inen of benef 

whatever they be, all ſuperiors'of houſes and ecclefiaf. 
| tical eſtabliſhments, of whatever nature they be, without 
any exception, are required to make on paper, free of ee 
all expence, withm two months after the publication of 
this decree, before the royal or municipal judges of the 
place, a declaration of all the property, moveable or 
immoveable, belonging to their benefices, as well as of 
Vor, J. Þ | n | the 
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the revenues and profits annexed to them; which de- 
clarations ſhall be declared to be true before the ſaid 
judges and officers, and ſhall be affixed to the princi. 
pal gate of the church. of the pines where: the laid bene- 
 fices are ſituated. 
+#:Jt 18. e likewiſe, that FR ſaid 8 
ſhall declare that they have made no reſerve of titles, or 
of moveable effects; and alſo, that thoſe who ſhall have 
made fraudulent declarations ſhall be proſecuted before 
the tribunal, and declared deprived of their benefices 
or penſions. . The ſpace of two months, as named 
above, may be prolonged, if there be occaſion for it; 
but it ſhall only be prolonged in favour of thoſe eccle- 
ſiaſties who are members of the national aſſembly,” 
The diſturbances which now happened at Paris every 
hour in the day and night, .chiefly. on account of the 
ſcarcity. of bread, the workmen being obliged ſometimes 
io wait hours for a loaf, forced the aſſembly to pals in 
à hurry a temporary decree for the better keeping the 
city in order. The ſhocking effects of theſe riots will 
be ſeen nnder the next head, and which theſe regula- 
tions were expetted to prevent:; but they ys not come 
up to the neceſſity of the caſe. _ | 


A temporary e, of the Pol ce 55 the cih 7 


Paris. 


8 6 Face committee of a diſtri ſhall e een per- 
ſorm, within their precin&, and under the authority of 

the municipal officers, the ſeveral none of ti 
hereaſter ſpecified : 

The committees of the diſtrids ſhall ! ah, 


wu in A proyer PEG, to all objetts of polices 
 agree- 
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agreeably to 1 inftraGions Wie m 1 he mankc- 


palities. 7 © * 7.08 POT 
4 There wall hi night and "IE at e one mem - 
her of each committee in attendance, to interrogate any 
perlons ſeized by the officers of police, with power to 
diſmiſs them after a-ſimple reprimand,” or commit them 
to priſon; and the ſecretary, or regiſter, ſhall ſend every 
morning an ae count of their . to the mot 
or his lieutenant of police. on none A og Ot 
„There ſhall be a an to allt 5 e cent 
of ſervice, who ſhall regiſter all the matters relative to 
police; which regiſter ſhall be exmiced abr ene 
man of the committee of the diſtrict. f | 
All perſons taken up for delt e or e erimes, 
ſhall be conducted immediately by the patroles befare 
the commiſſioners at the chatelet, with the proofs which 
may ſerve to convict or acquit them; and where any 
perſons ſhall have been condutted to the committees 
of the diſtrifts, they ſhall be ſent directly before the 
commiſſioner at the chatelet, that a bre _ be 
commenced according to judicial form. 4 | 
The commiſſioner of the chatelet, 1 mall have 
examined a perſon accuſed of theft, or other crimes, 
ſhall ſend a copy of the examination, in the courſe of 
that day, to the mayor, or his lieutenant of police. | 
The mayor's lieutenant of police, or one of the 
aſilting counſellors, ſhall viſit every day the priſons 
of the Hotel la force (jail) and examine the priſoners 
ſent thither by the committees of the diſtricts: and two 
of the adjoints notables (reſpeRable citizens appointed 
a aſſiſtants in the ey ſhall 5 invited to at- 
{end at ſuch viſits, „ | 


OY be 


-> 
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4 The lieutenant of the mayor, or the counſellor 


he ſhall att for him, may ſet the priſoners at liberty, 


| If there is occaſion, or ſentence them, according to the 
nature of the circumſtances, either to be impriſoned for 
any term, not exceeding three days, or to pay a fine 
not exceeding the ſum of fifty livres; and in caſes where 
n longer impriſonment, or a larger fine, ſhall be thought 
neceſſary, the affair fhall be remitted: to the tribunal of 
police. All ſuch fines ſhall be paid, as ſoon as they are 


denounced, into the hands of the ſecretaries of the pri. 


ſons, who ſhall account for them to the treaſurer of the 


city, and the produce of theſe fines ſhall be applied io 


the benefit of the priſons. In default of payment, the 


culprit ſhall be detained in priſon, until he has given 


good and ſufficient ſecurity, The whole ſhall, how, 
ever, admit of an appeal to the tribunal. 


The priſoners heretofore arreſted, 55 at . 


detained in the priſons of the police, ſhall be examined 
and judged as ſoon as poſlible, paying regard to the 


time which has elapſed ſince the day of their detention. 


“ There ſhall be a tribunal of police eſtabliſhed, 
compoſed of eight notables adjoints, elefted in the man. 
ner which ſhall be directed by the office of the city. 
The mayor, or his lieutenant of police, ſhall preſide at 


it; and in default of preſence, the ſenior counſellor of 


the department. The functions of the public miniſtry 
ſhall be exerciſed by the chief attorney of the 3 
end the caſes judged without expence. 

The tribunal of police ſhall finally 8 all 
W where the puniſhment does not exceed a fine of 
one hundred livres, or one month's i impri iſonment. 


The preſent decree ſhall hold in force no longer 


than 
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than until the national aſſembly ſhall have paſſed a de · 
cree for the final Sat of * eee and 
the SHONE ag „„ % „ „ 


7 8 4 * + &: Tax Fo 5 * " 
s 1 
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Between he Aube, | 5 even the neceſſity, of leay- 
ing the ſpirit· of a nation which had juſt obtained a vic- 

tory over deſpotiſm, due room for expanſion and ac- 
tivity ſo as to compleat the work, and yet reſtrain the 
looſeſt part of the people from exceſs, was no ſmall 
difficulty to a legiſlature -was no ſmall cauſe of anxiety 
to every one of its members. One of their own greateſt 
writers (Monteſquieu) ſeems to have ſoreſeen what 
would one day happen to France, and in ſome meaſure 
to have deſcribed it. He makes a very ſtriking re- 
mark on the ſubject of liberty, and ſays, Happy 
would it be for France if the people were leſs enlight- 
ened, provided their deſtiny be fſayery. The writing 
of our neighbours the Engliſh, ſaid he, have given us 
ſo ſtrong an idea of liberty, and ſo ardent a deſire to 
improve the little we have, that we ſhall ſoon make 
the worſt ſlaves in the world. A time will come, and 
that not far off, when monarchy muſt fall, or the learn- 
ed ſocieties.” This great author writ under heavy re- 
ſtraints, and even under perſecutions; he could not 
(peak out; he foreſaw howeyer the difficulty legiſla- 
tors would be under in wholeſomely moderating, and 
not fatally checking that popular fermentative- heat 
vhich is neceſſary to viviſy an inert maſs of corruption 
and degeneracy. It is this difficulty which prevented 
the national aſſembly from ſuppreſſing thoſe exceſles to 


which a people, impatient of their chains, and juſt - 
| mens. 


| tan oat th he CO SED ; 
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breaking 'them by a prodigious effort, had given way, 
That aſſembly was by no means inſenſible to ſuch cala. 
mities; it was tortured by ſolicitude, and tremblingly 
fearful, leſt, by an over eagerneſs to cure thofe partial 
evils, the opportunity of obtaining « permanent good, 
might be loſt. The effects of popular rage, when fir. 
red up to ation, mult ever be dreadful from whateyer 
cauſe it is raiſed ; it is not always clear-ſighted, it is 
wont to light on the fagitious and the incorrigible: it 
may miſtake the object, its blow is mighty, if wrong 
directed it is irrevocable! A melancholy. inſtance of 
this irremediable calamity happened at this time in 
Paris. It was, doubly calamitous, becauſe the ill- 
direfted ſtroke ſatally recoiled upon the miſerable and 
pitiable beings who aimed it. Let not therefore the 
national aſſembly of France be accuſed of want of ſym- 
pathy for their country's ſufferings, of inacceſlibility to 
the crics of individual en nor of ee ee 
to the voice of order. | 
The people were more than ever e with fa- 
mine, though three months had not elapſed fince the 
harveſt was gotten in, which at the time was praiſed for 
its abundance. The cornfaQors and millers on the 
Seine had certainly played very criminal tricks to keep 
back the flour from market. Many rich men, contrac- 
tors in grain, had made great ſpeculations in that ar- 
ticle; and two brothers, of the name of Lejeu, well 
known in the higher walks of life, were deeply impli- 
cated among the reſt, inſomuch that the tranſadtion was 
called a halle de famine. M. Neckar bimſelf did not 
wholly eſcape ſuſpicion, but it was- at the ſame time 


believed by wanys that there was not a ey of - 
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fan to ſuſpebt him. He indeed intereſted himſelf very 
much in favour of the accuſed perſons, and afforded. 
them aſſiſtance to clear themſelves ; from this circum 
ance alone he ran ſome hazard. But it is improper to 
| dwell upon a ſubject which is ſo much involved in 


doubt and ancettaigeyt and probably will ever re- 5 


main ſo. 

The poor had cruel enemies ſomewhere ; ; Dita was at 
a price ſcarce purchaſable, with the additional inconve- 
| nience of being not to be had without difficulty and loſs 

ol time. The baker, who is compelled to exact an un- 
reaſonable price for a loaf, or to refuſe to ſerve it to 
| the craving, half-famiſhed wretch at his door, ſtands in 
an invidious, not to ſay a perilous ſituation. This was 
| the caſe with the poor man who fell a viftim to general 
calamity at this ſeaſon, and whoſe maſſacre was the occa - 
fon of Paris being laid under martial law. 

It was given out that all thoſe bakers who were p- 
plied with corn in ſacks with a certain mark, had quan- 
tities of flour concealed in their cellars, or other hiding 
places; for that a large ſupply had deſcended the Seine, 
and had been unloaded out of the barges during the 
night. It was true that ſuch a cargo of flour had come 
down the river, and was ſhifted from thoſe barges; but 
vhither it was carried, was never known; perhaps it 
had gone lower down the water, and a buſhel of it might 
not have e | in Park. —Irritation e 
| Its madneſs. | | 
| Popular fury, though ſometimes ill Foilnded; or ill 
| direfted, is often accompanied with a ſagaciouſneſs of 
d A liſt had been obtained from a clerk of ihbe 
halle, au bled (like our bear- key) of thoſe bakers who | 

WW „% - 
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were ſerved with flour from certain mills in ſacks with 
ſuch and ſuch marks. With this liſt the infuriated 
crowd began the dreadful inqueſt; they found the ſacks 
with the fatal marks in the poſſeſſion of the firſt baker 
whoſe houſe they ſearched, and who unhappily had a 


conſiderable ſtock of flour by him; but he baked for 


a religious community of women, who had agreed to re. 
main in an old convent together, from motives of ſiſter- 
hood and economy: for their conſumption, therefore, 


and for the ordinary demands of trade, the man endea- 
voured to account for the quantity found in hand, | 


Alas! his ſtory was afterwards admitted to be-true, but 
it did not at the critical moment ſatisfy. the ſcrutinizing 
vengeance of a ſtarving populace; they dragged him 
from his houſe, carried him firſt to the Hotel de Ville, 
then took him out of the magiſtrate's hands again, and 
without trial hanged him on the Place de Greve. 
The news of this dreadful outrage reached the aſſem- 
bly. It was given out that every baker on the pro- 
ſcribed liſt would be put to death in the fame way, un- 
leſs prevented by ſpeedy and powerful interpoſition, 
The magiſtracy, the military were called out; the tu- 
mult was great; the apprehenſion was general; the 
ſcene terrific beyond deſcription. It was not known 
what the ſoldiery could or would do; for they were a 
part of the very people, and who made as heavy com- 
plaints as any on the ſcore of the cruel ſcarcity. 
A deputation from the Hotel de Ville, compoſed of 
municipal officers and members of the commons (ſynoni- 
mous with aldermen and common council-men of Lon. 
don), appeared at the bar of the national aſſembly, re- 


OG the melancholy * and the alarm of the 
98 
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Patifians dufigg the Taft twenty four howjs.” Thi ad- 


5 dreſs brought on the diſcuſſion of the neceſſity of mar- 


tial law, when, aſter a ſix hours debate, in the midſt of 
He confuſion, ft Was Wed that it ſhould be forthwith 


roclaimed.. © 
The drapeuu Face (bloody nac) was ordered to be 


diſplayed on the town houſe, from the arſenal, and car- | 


tied through the ſtreets for eight days, during which 
time the military Vas at the diſpoſal of the civil magil- 
trates, who were to anſwer for the uſe they made of it, 
and be reſponlible for the lives and properties of the 
citizens At ihe 
furled, the white one hoiſted in its room, and the cit) 


ſell into its ordinary ſtate of ſecurity. Three of the per. 


ſons who had Been moſt inſtrumental in the death of the 
baker wete tried, tonvifted, and executed in the front 
of the town houſe. - 3 
T be cataſtrophe of this MW mand fate Nabe ag 
much regret on the memory of the ſenſitive mind, as it 
' imprinted horror on the tender heart at the time it hap- 
pened: it lias, however, drawn one evident good after it; 
for though the pbor of that tthhappy country, at once dif- 
trafted by jatring councils; and menaced with quick ap. 
proaching famine, have ſuffered in a tenfold degree 
kiice the period ſpoken of, no fuch violence has been 
repeated on any part of that tertitory. The people 
ſeemed to ſay, We ſuffer ctuelly—we are perfidi iouſy 
dealt by. Out right to fubliſtence ought to be undil- 
puted; and ſince we labour inceſſantly, our wants ought 


to be fl ſupplied,” Our tithe is given to our country's 
benefit ; it ought not to be exatted in the ſearch for a 


poll of bread; There i is caufs for ee 
Vos. 1. | 0 0 ſor 


end of this period the red flag was 
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for . but let us not NY give way to 
the one, nor blindly dire&t: the force of the other. The 
.example of Delrue ought to be a caution. to us,” With 
this ſentiment on their, minds, if not on the lips, have the 
inhabitants of Paris, and the other great towns in France, 
been ſeen almoſt unceaſingly for the laſt four years 
© flocking in crowds to the doors of the bakers, and there 
waiting, in all weathers, half the. day, or half the night, 
according to the hours of baking, to receive their loaf 
by priority of place or application. 
What heart, that is but ſeebly tinQured with bums- 
nity, could avoid being cleft. in twain to ſee pregnant 
women and feeble children thus expoſed to the incle- 
mency of all ſeaſons, liable every moment to be thrown 
down and trampled to death in ſeeking the commoneſt 
food for a labouring buſhand or father, whoſe time being 
more valuable and indiſpenſable in the obtainment of 
the means to purchaſe ſuch bread, is. the reaſon they 
conſent to ſend a wife or infant to watch, the opening of 
the oven. 

In ſome of the . of Paris the delivery of the 


caſe. the yo £Y wy 1 have been, the moſt 
dreadful imaginable. 
_ Notwithſtanding the great reſpett hich the Freqch 
ve always paid to age and pregnancy, the calls of hun- 
ger have been ſo goading, | the-inſtinQ of ſelf-preſerva- 
tion ſo ſtrong, as to overcome the influence of ſocial 
habits, and old people bave been ſeen to expire wich 
their hands {treiched out to exchange the card. for the 
loaf, and women, have been prematurely delivered of 


dead children in the 0 ſtreet. Such are the une x. 
5 | * 385 e Lage 
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angerated ſufferings of Gur fellow "creatiites, which! a” 
ſiream of falt water only ſeparates from us, and which 
the errors and prejudices of national polity have with. 
held from receiving a flice of breadd from our "bands, : 
when we had a ſuper-abundance ourſelves, But it is 
ume to let the curtain fall upon the hideous ſcene.” 
As this recent diſturbance had been occaſioned wholly | i 
by the ſcarcity of corn, the affeimbly" were defirous of” 
ſtrengthening the means and the authority of the execu- 
tive power, as far as might be neceffary, to prevent a 
return of it. For this reaſon a meffage was voted and 
ſent to the king, requiring his majeſty to declare Mat 
vas wanting on their parts to enable his majeſty's mi. 
niſters to aſſure the ſubſiſtente of the kingdom, ſo as 
that the miniſters might be reſponfible ſot the events. 
The anſwer returned was far from removing the public 
apprehenſion. It gave a hint tiof the prodigious' fuths 
expended in the purchaſe of wheat from foteign coun- 
tries, and ſpoke of the diffculty of preventing an ex- 
portation from France!” It ſignified that contiguous 
ſtates enticed the carrying it from the frontler by 45 
bounty of ſo much per buſnel. Upon the anſwer being 
read by the preſident, M. Petion, and other members, 
did not ſcruple to ſay, that many: 'perſons of diſtinQion ' 
vere unwarrantably ſpeculating on the miſeries of the 
poor, and 1925 ee Were e by "high! 3 au. 
thority, , IIDLAD 00 YT TOR nds 
There | is Hs” more true than ew obileWait 
which has been made, that'* the manera a he | 
mine creates a real ſcarcity.” Many. private perſons! 
vere deteted in keeping referves of flour in their 
houſes till i it was ſpoiled or unwholeſome. The decree! 
© O 2 , 0k 
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| of puniſhing, with death ſuch a ag, ane prevent 
it, A M. Pierre Gondier, an agent in the ſtreet of Hu. 
nor, Was executed upon this, law for. having 12 67 
up in his cloſets loayes of bread to waſte and, ſpoil, 

. The king's miniſters, learning that the aſſembly were, 
not well fatisfied with the king's anſwer upon the ſub. 
jekt of the want of corn, thought. proper to write. a fuller 
cpr, in, their oyn names, t the following purport : 

« The national aſſembly having recommended, to te, 
king, or his miniſters, to find, out ſome, method. to pre- 
vent the preſent. ſcarcity of corn in the kingdom, the 
_ miniſters preſented to the affembly,a, memorial, wherein 
they expoſed the various methods ;they have taken to, 
| Perce corn from abroad.. 

They ſurther obſerve, tha Paris formerly een, 
ed daily four thouſand ſeptiers, and no, it, is Seat 


to near ſeven thouſand ſeptiers. 
4 That a plentiful ae copreliexe the kinglow 
from i its preſent, calamity. 6 16 a+ 


That their neighbours are 3 a dualen to aſſt 

chem; Spain and Switzerland, want grain themſelves; 
Germany and Pruſſia, have forbidden the exportation of; 
any grain; Auſtrian Flanders Pay . ſufficient Me: 
their own conſumption. 

Tpat the negociation. begun, in, 8 tor the, 
purchaſe. of corn. was not yet completed ; and; Holland 
could not receive the nh edel from the 
th before the ſpring. _ | 
« That the government. bad. given, afreſh the ot. 
poſitive orders to prevent ine exportation of grain, which, 
js in ſome meaſure pied * ee troops 
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« what the farmers, general have received commiſſions 1 
for. that, ſalutary, end and the community; of Parighaye: 


alen on themſelves, the, providing for the capital... | 


4 That the king's miniſters have aſſiſted with nd 
pollible means, to promote theſe ſeveral undertakings: 
| * That the k ing had granted a premium of ſien livres 
per ac, to thoſe bakers) who/ purehaſed corn in ĩhe pre 
vinces, which-coft upwards of: ten thouſand: per: day, 
| belides:the large advances made to ebe gpg Er nk 
| able them to purchaſe out of the capital. Frict £ 9411657 
4 That in the courſe of a year there; had e 
ported at Rouen and Havre in 50 veſſels, ee 
amount of twenty-three millions ol livres of grains. 
4 That the hindrance of a/ ſree conveyance of 8 
in he provinces of Bretagne, Languedoc, Rouſfillon, 
Lyonnois, Bourgogne and Daupfines OT Ry 
thwarted the meaſures; of government. 
Government, for the purpoſe of ioc elng a WN 
at this time, iſſued a proclamation, offering the follows 
ing premiums on corn and ſlour imported into the king: 
dom of France from the 1 eee eee the + 
| firſtof July, $799 Viz. | 


For Joy quintal of flour PEST ANY 


" '2 
va 


of pn Eg „„ I, - | 


exeſubye of an exemption = the freight duty, 


MODIFICATION. or THE ci AT cop x. vn | 

In the earlieſt. labours of the aſſembly, an impatience... 

had been ſhewn to reform the criminal Jaws of the coun · 
1 , | 
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need the ſalu. 
tary work 3d a Sina he offered to Sthelnorieeef the'legif- 
lature ; a plan which was followed and continued, with 
conſiderable improvements and alterations, through this 
and the ſucceeding legiſlature before it was brought to 
the deſired perfection. It would be out of the bounds 


of a preſcribed work like this, to give any part of it in 


detail; it will be ſufficient to ſay, that the criminal Juriſ. 


prudence of England was the model followed in a great 
_ meaſure ; but above all, the trial by jury was recom. 


mended by the propoſer as an indiſpenſable barrier 
againſt the inroads of injuſtice and tyranny.” Upon the 


firſt introduction of the ſubjeQ, the proceſſes were theo. 


retically regulated in many reſpects; ſuch as, that they 
ſhould be public; that the party accuſed ſhould be al. 


lowed” counſel to plead for him, and be permitted to 


avail himſelf of every thing, and proof, neceſſary for his 


- juſtification, ' All kinds of torture were forbidden; 
though the king had of himſelf, ſome time before, ſup- 


preſſed What was called in French, La queſtion prepo 


abe un görture to confeſſion, C 


- YEW INSTRUMENT OF EXECUTION. 
On the ad of December, M. Gviltorib, a phy 


* 


cian, and member of the national aſſembly, made a 


motion which he ſaid had relation to the ſubject of the 
criminal code then under deliberation. He obſerved, 
that it was 6f conſequence,. as it propoſed that the 


ſame puniſhment ſhould be inflifted for the ſame of- 


fence, on all, without any regard to the rank of the | 


offender; and that nzcarrirarion (the mode adviſed 
| for” berni exiſtence where life was the 9 


ſhould 
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fore, but by an engine formed fer the purpoſe; This 
alteration he thought particularly neceſſary, as it would 
prevent an employment that was ſhocking-to humanity * 
and at the ſame time take away from the innocent fami- 
lies of criminals, the ſcandal which prejudice fixes upon 
them,'in conſequence. of a relations e e As 

the hands of: a hangman,. „ 

The aſſembly admitted that the a of. M. Guil. 
lotin, for adding an extra article to the code of crimi- 
nal juriſprudence, for equalizing: the puniſhment of 
all offenders, was deſerving of deliberate: attention, and 
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therefore appointed the next Toclday: for is re. con- I 
ſide ration. „„ 8 j 
The ſubjeQ was an ok _ debated 6 on . day a . . —_ 
pointed; and che five following articles were in con- „ 
ſequence added io the penal code, exhibiting a humane 9 
and enlightened policy, wand: r imitation. of e „„ 
nations in Europe. de ape has — > 
„ All crimes, of the Fa kind: ſhall be aa e by 1 
the ſame puniſhment, whatever . be the =O: or | - 
nk of ibe eulpri. no? N i 
„In all capital _ Ya puniſhment ſhall tis by hol 1 
capitation. This ſhall be perſormed by an inſtrument. 1 
The Scots formerly uſed one for this purpoſe, called a . fk 
maiden, borrowed, perhaps, at ape Gn: theſe m_ 1 
cient allies, the French. Ws „„ 


Crimes being merely dn this: ee e of | 9 
a criminal ſhall not reſlett any diſgrace on his famil 4 
his relations ſhall be capable, like all other citizens, cgM4;„1. 
enjoying honours, employ mens, and dignities-. 8 1 
125 r property of thoſe condemned by the law, : 
"101 Hal „„ 
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hall not, in 55 or onder amy pricbes been. 
eee 1 | | 
„ The corpſe of an a ſhall be 1 
| this family, and no mention de wade of his Kaner 
wee regiſter of burials,” 
No circumſtance during 'the whole French Revolu 
tion has given riſe to more vague ſtories, and idle con. 
— than the introduQtion of this engine of capital 
ment. Sach as, chat the inventor (at moſt the 
reuiuer) of it had fallen under its prompt and fatal 
power, and that it was malignantly introduced for the 
murderous purpoſe of executing half the people with 
difpatch, &c. &c. Nothing can be further from the | 
truth than all this. The author, if he may be ſo called, 
lives, and is a proſperous gentleman,” And with re 
gard to his views in recommending this mode of puniſh- 
ment, they, were, of the moſt benighant kind. He was 
deſirous of wholly aboliſhing the puniſhment of death, 
and was for employing the united wiſdom of the whole 
country in graduating the other pains and penalties; but 
he faw his wiſhes could not be complied with, and there- 
fore ſaid, * if men muſt be puniſhed with the loſs of life, 
let it be taken away with as little torture and horrot 2, 
poſſible. Let not the rich man, whoſe life js the for- 
feit to the law, be out of his miſery by an axe in a ſe- 
_ cond, and a poor man be kept in agony with a cord, of 
the rack, for an hour. Equal puniſhment for ſimilar of- 
fences is agreeable. to our glorious principle of equal 
laws;\and avoiding to inflit more pain on the ſuffering 
wretch than is neceſſary for example, and the public 
good, is confiſtent with that mildneſs and philoſophy 
which has of late, ſo wonderfully operated —_— 


. 


TT navoLution. 


minds And hearts of all mankind - Thus the in 
ol the injuſtice towards this humane legiſlator ought at 
once to remove the prejudices which would purſue him! 
le is in no reſpect anſyerable for the undue and ſanguinary 
application which has been made of this dreadſul machine. 
If men muſt die by the ſentence of the law, there is no 

one h would not make the election of this glaive for: 
reſigning life. A ſtroke of lightning can ſcaree he more 


quick. The condemned themſelves; have been heard 


to aſſume conſolation from the tranſitorineſs of the pain 
which awaited them; making a compariſon with the 


lengthened agonies which mercileſs laws. had/prefcribed, 


to the heretofore condemned, as if the miſery of one 


human creature could yield pleaſure to another, or af - 


ford a triumph. When M. Guillotin ſuggeſted this 
machine, which to his unſpeakable concern, was called 
alter his name La Guillotine, be ſaw the victims of the 
lav, or of popular revenge every day hanged up with 


cords, or mangled with ruſty ſwords and: obtuſe pointed 


piles; and therefore, if he could not prevent thoſe 
| "7 be was willing to leflen the hortoral their SO 
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re nition aſſembly had now ging to 40 ball 


prepared for them on berg e wor ws rt <4 e 
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This houſe, which hed I e for or manege, 


vis conſiderably too long and too narrow; and the roof, 
ſtom its form and thickneſs, inſtead of returning the 


voice, detained and abſorbed it in ſuch a manner, that 
m orator ſpeaking; though with a wrong diſtintt voica 


Vol. 1 | | P pe ; i 8 
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from the tentre; could — hiroſelf heard to ei. 
ther end of the hall, even at a moment of proſound 
ſilence. Another diſadvantage ariſing from the con. 
ſtruction of the roof was, that when there were more 
ſpeakers than one at the ſame period, the murmurs were 
ſo conſuſed, that it was intolera ble.—Thele were very 


unfortunate cireumſtances, io which many members 
vere oſten under the neceſſity of giving their Votes, 


without being able to give their opinions. i 
The grand queſtion relative to the clergy being fnally 


determined by a majority of five hundred and fixty. 


eight; The national aſſembly declared all _ Clergy 
revenues at the diſpoſal} of the nation.” : 
The object next in importance to wo 3 as 
it were, in the order of the day, was THE PENSION LIST, 
Here was a wide waſte to range over, an extenſive 


field for (financial cultivation. A lift had ſome time 


back been ordered to be made ont. It was now given 


in, though not profefſed to be perſett. In reading ii 
over, it is difficult to ſay, whether furprize or indigna- 


uon moſt afletted the audience, the emotions of the 
members and people in the tribunes or. galleries, ap- 
peared to maniſeſt a great ſhare of both. 

In this incomplete. liſt were the names of near 


thirty thouſand perſons, aud the aggregate of che pen. 


lions granted to them was ſhewn to amount to os enos- 


mous ſum of forty millions of livres. 


A committee was appointed to make out a more cor- 
rect liſt of all penſions; and the: duke d Agillon wad 


| cyoſen chairman of it. Hrs Ter" 


The duke deſired to be innit 8 it was the 


intention of the aſſembly that the committee ſhould, in 


ie 
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the, reports "Nate the different reflections, which the na- 


ture of the various penſions might ſuggeſt. 3 
The whole alleoablys as ; with: one Aar | anfuered 
4 a Hon D 7 


It was next ee that Ke amimitiee; of Ace 
hould- communicate to the above commutee all the 


plans which they might think eines ciiber * * 


alain or abolition of penſions. 

A member moved, that the 3 in 5 1 of 
bon were incredibly great. As an inſtance of this, 
he gave the name of a perſon long ſince dead, to whom 
a penſion had been given for life, and who was ſtill on 
the liſt, and the OR paid to _— one who had in- 
tereſt at court. 4 

The aſſembly: 9 ee ils the na, » —_ 
made, ſhould be printed; and ſhould contain the names 
of the penſioners, the amount of the penſions,” and 
an account 01 che ſervices for wn de had _—_ 
granted. £ 


The lin fo a. „ 2 0 Ager : 
produced, and threw the aſſembly into (if; poſſible) till 


greater concern and conſternation ; for it appeared that 


while the nation was ſinking under the burden of 'enor- 
mous taxes, and diſtreſſed to the laſt degree for want of 
money, there were ſo many prodigal individuals, 


who, drawing annually from the treaſury of the na- 
tion, the prodigious ſum of money mentioned; and 


that the greater part of theſe penſioners. could plead no 


other title to the liberality of the court, than the baſe- 


nels, the intrigue, the treachery, 5 5 2285 n intem- 


perance they had been guilty ol. 
Another member informed the afſeml ly, thas byi RE 


ps N Tn ne? 


j 


_—_— n 1 
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fati gable labour the committee had thus worket through 
a record which contained the liſt of forty thouſand pen. 
ſioners, and that they had made out a table of al pen. 
Las which exceeded one hyndred louis d'ors each,” 
Another member obſerved, that monſtrous as this!lif 
aipdbred; it was believed to contain not more than half 
the penſioners who preyed upon the vitals of their coun. 
try; ; but that there were as many more whoſe name 
were not regiſtered in the treaſury records; and o_ i 
"was neceſſary to have their penſions aſcertained; 
The duke then, as preſident of the committee, . 
: 708 that: the committee of finance ſhould be authoriſed 
to preſent to the afſembly a plan for the intire ſuppreſ. 
ſion of ſome penſions, and for the reduttion of others; 
and the aſſembly immediately reſolved; “ that the com- 
mittee be authoriſed to preſent ſuch plans, and alſo any 
other plans which 1 __ nag a2 par 1 ” 
good of the e hot 5th 
The committees thus es exhibited FR (day 
today the moſt ſtriking proofs of the wanton and def. | 
potic waſte: of national yo leg oy e eee & 
Wnt government, « 
The penſions to the vnINCE of Oy: lis b 
near three hundred thouſand liyres: The other inſtan- 
ces of like profuſion in the ſame liſt were -numberleſ. 
Moſt of the penſioners had obtained this recompence 
for having been pleaſed to take upon themſelyes ho- 
nourable and lucrative employments, in which they bad 
all made immenſe fortunes. dee nee this am 
meaculate liſt contained the names o 
NI. Broglio, the grand generalifſimo of for 


yy hours landing, 
5 a ; 
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The inarquis of Polignae, 24,000 ers. 
ee duke of that name, 80. OC livres. 
he duke de Coigne, 50, 50 livre. 
be amiuble and innocent Calonne, 427663 le, 
The honeſt le Noir, 474360 livre. +4 
The" ihuſtrious 5 ee b. pe de B eteui] 

917729 livres, n #41 Ms > I* 1 la TT 
The hero mats Ga . . 
The ſubtle rey an 5 ener e mY > of "nn 

86, 20 liyres. EE ” 
Notwidhtending' PIR Soda ; ho e 2 


by © BY 


düse penſioners, complaints were made 161. me 


deficiency and inaccuracy of the penſion liſt. The 


names of the princes were not inſerted, nor that of the 


houſe of Noailles, The name of madame du BARANV, 


who enjoyed a penſion of two hundred thouſand livres | 


a year, did not appear. Several perſons were ſaid to 
have had intereſt enough to change their penſions into 
what in French royal munificence was called traitement. 
Howeyer, it was not the name, but the thing that diſ- 
pleaſed, There were alſo many other penſions beſides 
thoſe upon the royal treaſury, and which were equally 
ſuppreſled. Thele were fixed upon proviſions, tallon 


leather, ſtraw for the uſe of priſoners, and upon the | 


bread of gailey.ſlaves ; upon the ſeayengers of Paris, 


Ws CLE B „ 
One reſult/of whe! penbon ld mee was ts 


proof that eighty-ſix individuals divided amongſt-them | 


2,895, bag livres. Of theſe cighty-ſix favourites'of for- 
een were een, of ſtate re · 
dien 


and upon the light af the moon, which produced a ſay- 
ing of oil ae che m_— in _ N Wee RO | 


47 71 ge - Del SARS 


4 3 nne ” 
* „e — wary prrechen) wet 
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tired. twenty fix public 
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ic ſervants of different 8 


not one of whoſe ſervices were knoyn; five to whom 


the nation gave a recompence, and thirty whoſe zealand 
capacity. would be maguificently rewarded by a thouſand 


livres. The motive for which molt of theſe favour, 


were granted was curious :—ſome.of them were (0 re- 


place a penſion which a foreign prince no longer paid; 
others for political ſervices already recompenſed in ano. 
ther manner. Thus the money of the public acquired 
honours to favourites, and theſe honours, in their tum, 


acquired other grants of money. Perſons of the moſt 
impure morals, and the ſlende reſt ragen are nr 


the e ne in ths Ow e, 8 


run AFFAIRS or THE FRENCH WEST INDIA A ISLANDS, 
AND THE QUESTION oF. THE BATES: OX SLA» 


"VERY. 
Deputies of the Well ts ds aid ev fi at 


the bar of the aſſembly. with accounts -of. troubles in 


thele colonies, occaſioned, as they ſaid, by a miſconſtruc- 


tion of the decree on the rights of man and citizens. 
Therinſurrettion in the iſland of St. Domingo was re. 
preſented as of a very dangerous nature, and the lives 


of a hundred thouſand; people were affirmed to. be in 
danger. «Letters were/alſo. produced from Martinique 


and Guadaloupe, giving nearly the ſame accounts of 


fermentations and  inſurrettions among the negroes in 
thoſe places. Some blood, it was ſaid, had been ſhed; 


and when the letters came away, the moſt that could be 


hoped was, that the tumult was ſuſpended, not ſuppreſſ 
ed. The moſt diſcerning part of the aſſembly, however, 
I looked upon theſe accounts as greatly exaggerated, wel 


know- 
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knowing that they hn from perſons intereſted i in pre- 
yenting 58 exten 1 
favs. . Ii ; 17 1 
Tbeſe wines did not fark to pang on a very 3 
ing and animated debate, where all the amiableneſs of 


the man, all the knowledge of the philoſopher, and all the 


{cif-love of the miſanthrope were by turns diſplayed. 
The abbe Gregoire, that contraſt to his ſacerdotal 


£ * E 


fraternity, {6 ably pleaded the caule of nature and truth, 


that he acquired the appellation of the proſelyte phi- 
o pher. Although the ditedt queſtion before the: al. 
ſembly was, whether there ſhoũld be a colonial committee 
nominated to enquire. into the ſtate of thoſe iſlands and 
poſſeſſions, yet, ere the abbe concluded his remarks on 
the nature of the evils which had introduced the diſcuſ- 
lion, propoſed to receive deputies of colour (mulattocs 
or blacks) among the national repreſentatives. 
Aſter a general and beautiful exordium on liberty, 


that it ought to be as diffuſive as the light, or as the air 
ve breathe; he ſaid, that no code of laws could be form- 


ed by the wiſeſt legiſlators for governing thoſe. diſtant 
poſſeſſions, if none but planters and merchants were con- 


| ſuited, who might indeed well enough point out what 
was their intereſt; but, ſaid he, who is to lay the grie v. 


ances, or point out the way to lighten or remove the 
| yoke of tyranny from the necks of thoſe unfortunate 
people, whom, though diſümilar in complexion, have 


every elaim to the juſtice and protetlion of an enlight- 
ened ſenate ?. The iron hand of cruelty and oppreſſion,” 
laid be, „ has been too long exerciſed on theſe defence- 


d from 


| * the ear of pity has been too long tu 
5 their 
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their complaints; their ſorrows and their ae, vil 
be aggravated by the deſpair of obtaining relief,” 
A great evil counterbalancing the advantages of 1s 


ctative commerce is, that it takes ſrom the man one of 


his moſt diſtinguiſhing qualities. Intereſt abſorbs 2 
great portion of bis humanity, and he will ſacrifice the 
happineſs, nay even the lives of millions to the ſordid 


hope of gain; What elſe could have prevented the na. 


tional aſſembly of France from aboliſhing flavery at the 
moment ſuch powerful appeals were made 71 the 900 | 


nd the underſtandings of its members? ? 


The count de Clermont Tonnere flood forth in e 
duale of thoſe too long devoted victims. The ſufferings 


bf a race of men, who, born like us, ſaid he, with an in- 


nate love of liberty, and who, being endowed with 
Aronger paſſions than the natives of a more northern cli 
mate, muſt bear the yoke of flavery with redoubled in. 
dignation ; their hard condition had touched his natures 


and drawn him forth as the champion of their rights.” 


M. C. Lameth deferves to be mentioned, for he K 


berality of his ſentiments, and diſintereſtedneſs on this 


our een, He e e a ee nearly's as ow 
ENG I am ptoprietor of one of a6 largeſt . 


St. Domingo; but thank Heaven no vile intereſt com. 
mands my opinion, or can ever make me ſacrifice thoſe 
grand principles of humanity, zur, and LI ATy, 
which 1 have ſworn to defend, No! let me rather loſe 
my fortune, than ſtand tamely by, to ſee them over- 
_ . thrown, I declare myſelf for the admiſſion of deputies 
from the mulattoes to the national affembly, and for the _ 


_ reſtora- 


 yrefefi 4e vöibtibu. 


Aber epnbery isi leger, HON nsch, 
is (to uſe the words of Rouſſeau) : a friit of hard digeſ- 


ton, and requites achs properly prepared, 1 think | 
the negroes ought to undergo ſome preparation; it is, 
however, no eſs neceffary to prepare ot White colo 
nilts and our merehants by A Himilar Jeg lm. And as 

the long and eruel war between theſe three deeihpent 
of wen is not to be terminated by a Battle, but a capitu- 
tion, a committee is neceſſary Tor een the terms' 
on Which they are to capitulate.” | 3 . 
It might be conceived' that no Cookies, 10 Per 
fion could be ſufficiently powerful & nl 1 the effect of 
ſuch obvious reaſoning. 

' The abbe Maury, that black agent of aefpeifi' in an 
ſhapes or poſitions, effaced in a great meaſure the ſavou - 
rable impreſſions which this humane man had produced 
on the aſſembly.” He reaſoned like a ſubtle politician ; 
held up their intereſt to their view, and infiſted that the 
ſpeakers in favour of the committee were ignorant of 
the difference which ought to ſubſiſt between the mo-! 
ther country and her dependencies, This ſophiſter ob- 
tained a poſtponement of the propoſed meaſures ; but 
it vill be remembered that they have ſince been fully 
carried into effect, and both "deputies of colour fitin the 
ſenate of France, © 

The important buſineſs coiled + to be diſcuſſed! 
from time to time, till finding it impoſlible to effect all 
that was defirable at once with reſpect to the colonies,” 
andthe aſſembly being apprehenſive the intrigues of the 
rich planters and merchants in thoſe parts of the empire, | 
might be diſaffected enough 10 thto hemſelves under 

Vol. I. 1 24 %%% i 
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the government, of foreign fuer. paſſed decrees of. te. 


gulation as follow: n 75 


The national aNembly, aſte x lining hs 
addreſſes and petitions of the commercial and many- 


facturing. towns ; on the accounts lately brought from 


St. Domingo, and tranſmitted by the marine miniſter; 
and on the repreſentation of the colonial deputies, _ 
« Declares, that, conſidering, the colonies as a part 
of the French empire, and deſiring to ſhare wich them 
the bleſlings of the late happy revolution, it did not, 
however, mean to include them in the ſyſtem of govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed, for the. mother country, or ſubjett 
them to laws which might prove JnGonrpagale. wo 
particular and local conveniences. 
and doth A ree, as 


* 4 | 2 


follows: „„ 1 

1 Every, colony is e to We its vibes 
reſpetting the conllitution,. legiſlation, and adminiſtra- 
tion, which are beſt ſuited to its proſperity and the hap- 
pineſs of its inhabitants, taking care at the ſame time to 
conſorm to the; general principles which attach the co- 
lonies to. the parent ſtate, 5g FOMUte: the ee of 
their reſpebtive intere ſtis. 

% 2. In ſuch of the plantations. as ny: Gude co. 
lonial aſſemblies, elected by the free choice; and bo- 
noured with ;the. ſanQtion of their fellow-citizens, theſe 
aſſemblies ſhall be allowed to expreſs che wiſhes of the 


colony ; 1 but where there are not as yet any ſuch infli- 


tutions, they ſhall be ed 1578 or! Ge: Mike 


Rape „ 
el Tie king Gal be requeſted 4 Manlmit a ach. 
0 pf „ 


1 8 . os th 
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colony a bort ok inſtruktio men he batichbl 
aſſembly, explaining, firſt, The meth rhe co. 
jonial aſſemblies,” where none is yet iſt! ally, The 
| fundamental principles to Which the'colonial affern mb'i's 
are to adhere in framing any ſyſtems of government. x 

6 4- The plans prepared in the colonial aſſemblies 
are to be ſent! to the national aſſembly, to be Ke | 
ind reſolved upon by the latter, and then pre pre elented jor 
the royal ſanction and alen N 

4. The decrees of the national aſſembly reſpeAing 
civil and municipal arrangements, ſhall be trat ſwitte 
to the colonial aſſemblies, with authority to execute. ſuch 
of the ſaid decrees as may be adapted to local'c conve- 
nene; reſerying, however, to the ation aſſembly 
and the king, the right of ultimately deciding ing g upon ſuch 
modifications as may be found expedjent; and provide 7 
alſo, that the conditional affent of the governor' is given 
to the temporary changes in the execution of any de. 
cree which the cole cee a ſhould find neceſ⸗ | 
ſary. 

100 The mme 6b atfembl 4 hell als del re 
their ſentiments reſpekting an reform which n may aj 
pear adviſeable in the preſent ſyſtem of the EXE or 
prohibitory trade which fubfiſts between the 'plantations 
and the mother country ; that in confequence of their 
petitions, and of heating alſo the repreſentations of the 
mercantile body of the Freneh nation at large, the na- 
tional afſembly may determine upon the | Prone, cf 
fuch a reform. Ga as 

* The national aſfembly moreover declares, that | i 
does not mean to make the leaſt innovation in any 
branch of trade, direAly or indirettly carried on between 
| v q „ France 


k 
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Favor and 2 ; it places * 9 and pro. 
periy of the c0loniſts under the ſpecial ſafeguard of the 
nation ; - and declares any man who endeavours: to diſ- 
turb their peace an enemy 10 the. ſtate. Entertaining 
alſo a favourable opinion of the motives which have ac. 
tuated the citizens of the ſaid colonies, it exempts them 
from all cenſure; it expetts, from their patriotiſm the 
maintenance of public tranquillity, and an inviolable al. 
tachment to the nation, to the e ang, to * ſo- 
vereign. „ ; 8 

By this een ho ty 7 every 
ſpark of diſcord; drew tighter the knots of reciprocal 
attachment between France and her colonies, and quiet- 
ed every alarm ſpread throughout the latter, from an 
idea that the laws enatted for the mother country ſhould 
be impoſed upon ber foreign ſettlements without the 
leaſt regard to their habits, manners, eſtabliſhed ipſtitu- 
tions, or commercial and local See 


5 5 5 2 
„ BE: 
„„ 5 


ru WA 


The chatelet was a priſon in Paris defined. to * 
priſoners of note accuſed, of Fersen, or of sann 
againſt t the new government. . 

It was about this time full of * "a and other, pri- 
ſoners. Baron Bezanyal, who has been already men. 
tioned. as the friend of Neckar, and for whom that mi- 
niſter pleaded | ſo zealouſly and pathetically to the com- 
mons and the, national aſſembly, was confined ſeven 
months in the chatelet. He was at length brought 10 
trial, and acquitted. He was a very old man, of inde 
fatigable attention to his profeſſion, and attrafted much 
intereſt by his venerable ſoldierly look. Every allov- 

e ies Fre | 10 oh ok 
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ince which-ought to be made for à man brought up un. 
der prejudices as due to him, and he enjoyed its ad- 
vantage On his trial, he did not deny that he had 
written to de Launay, at the baſtille, to hold out; for, 
laid he, # the ſixty years nearly that I have been a ſol- 
dier, I have been faithful to the ſervice. I have taken 
oaths common to the military profeſſion, and I have 
always obſerved them with inviolable fidelity,” He 
aid he had held various conſultations with the miniſtry, 
but that he did not know what was the meaning of 
aſſembling the troops in the environs of the city. That, 
laid be, was BR Oos province to inveſtigate. He 
allo acknowledged the interview with the governor; 
his advice to him not to yield till the laſt extremity, he 
laid, was preſcribed to him by the nature of his duty to 
the governor and the king. He ſaid Broglio's letter to 
him only enjoined him in his on duty, but imparted 
nothing to him about inſurreRions ; for, ſaid he, © the 
attacking citizens in their own towns on the ground of 
inſurrettion, would have been a different poſition to the 
defending a fortification attacked by them.“ It was not 
ull after the receipt of this letter, he ſaid, that the tu- | 
mult began; and he concluded his defence thus: It 
vas ſoon after that the dreaded tumult began to diſcover 

| the moſt alarming appearances in this city, and I was 
commanded, by break of day, io poſt in various parts of 

| the ſuburbs ſome Swiſs battalions, under pretence of 
| drawing them out to exerciſe; the cavalry was too 
weak to quell tumult and enforce order, and conſe- 
| quently I commanded the guards to the ſquare of Louis 

| Quinze. A company of grenadiers of the Swiſs regi- 
ent was now found eats as a panty of dragoons 
| | | had 


# 


© chatelet, for having, on the 12th of July, attacked 
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had been wounded by the populace with ſtones and mul. 


quetry. At the moment of their approach, order way 
re-eſtabliſhed, and the troops were advantageouſly poſt. 
ed. I muſt confeſs, that on the ſecond breaking ou 
of the tumult the mob grew extremely outrageous, and 


the prince de Lambeſq then appeared at the head of his 
regiment. The ditch of the Thuilleries, the bridge of 
Louis Seize, was a ſcene of tumultuary uproar; I avail. 
ed myſelf of the prince's approach; I ordered him to 


poſt his troops at the foot of the bridge; and to advance 
no farther than a few paces towards the Thuillerics,—1 
begged him to abſtain from all violence even towards 
the moſt turbulent rioters—-my ordert was obeyed. 

The reports of fire armg, and the prince's precipi. 
tate retreat from the bridge ſhortly afterwards, alarmed 


15 and aſtoniſhed me. I aſked the reaſon; the prince an. 
* ſwered, that * he had endeavoured in vain to repulſe 


the people, who had made themſelves maſters of the 
two embankments near the bridge, from whence they 
threw ſtones on the troops, whilſt a party vas ſtriv- 
ing to incloſe him; on which, be ing forbidden reſiſlance, 
he ſound it indiſpenſably neceſſary to retire.” I gave 


no orders io fire on the people, nor hurt them in any 


reſpect; every ſtep which I took to quaſh the growing 


' commotion, was in obedience to - Marſhall Broglio's 


commands, whoſe letters I ſhall willingly produce.” 
The prince of Lambeſq would have been tried with 
Benzenval if he had not fled ; the ſyndical procurer of 
the commons, and his colleagues, had received or- 
ders to impeach him before the king's ſolicitor of the 
the 


citi⸗ 


FRENCH REVOLUTION 30 


citizens of Paris, and eſpecially for having given one 
of them a cut with a Os 2 880 r 
was paſſed againſt An v0 tears Þ 
M. AUG#ARD, one of os pos ns Fey a 5. 
cretary to the queen were conſined in this priſon, and 
brought to trial, as was a M. de Favxas, of a noble 
family, all accuſed of conſpiracy or treaſon, but there 
were two only condemned, which gave great diſguſt to 
the Pariſians, who had no doubt of their guilt, and who, 
as it was thought, by means of their money and con- 
nexions had obtained their liberty. The ſame diſſatis- 
faction has been ſince excited by the proceedings of the Ki 
high national court at Orleans; whence the priſoners = | 
(almoſt all noble or of noble families) returned ablolveds wi 
though the delinquency of many among them was ma. 
nifeſt to all France. It was, perhaps, more owing to 
this than any other circumſtance, that the enraged people 
took the puniſhment of theſe: people into their own! 
bands, and committed thoſe horrid acts at which every 
ſenſitive being, ſhudders. But when laws ſpare the rich 
and the titled, and operate ſeverely on the lower ranks, 
they ceaſe to be venerated or e and a dreadful 
anarchy enſues. | 
It was on this ground and dien that the ane, 15 
| tribunal was inſtituted. Daily examples of the rich 
| culprits eſcaping/the old and common forms, pointed 
out the neceſſity of ſome new regulation, and that ne. 
ceſſuy ſet up an engine, which becoming at length, the 
property as it were, of a few tyrants, was inhumanly | 
employed to gratify the poſſions of individuals; and not | 
to avenge the wrongs of a ſuffering people. 65 
being on the ſubject of the priſoners and trials 577 | 
"the 


the chatalet, the caſe of a young man is worthy of men. 
tion, concerning whom Paris was greatly divided in 
forming an opinion on the ſcore of the ſingularity of his 
mien and manners in the ge e "wy ow 
viour before the court. 
Hlis name was Sv Lau, a young wan Gs pct 
we law. Ie bad been arreſted by the municipality of 
Amiens, and confined for ſixty days in the citadel there, 


f He was charged with having written and publiſhed fe. 
. Vvoeral inflammatory pamphlets, with a deſign to excite. 
"8 an inſurrettion in Picardy The following are the titles 
"Eg of two of them: 4 hint to LEWIS XVI. by'a friend of 
ll | te Three Orders ; with this motto; Quicquid delirant 
Ul | reges plefluntur Achivi: An Appeal to men of ſenſe; 

2 | fideliffime Picardorum genti, with this motto, Picardian 
| | £2 thou fleepeſt, and Lewis is in irons ith the frit he en- 
nf deavoured to prove that the revolution would bring the 


moſt dreadful calamities upon France. And in his ad- 
dreſs to the people of Picardy, he ſtrove to rouze the | 
_ whole 3 to n to —_ to 1 e ren piped 


his chains. 
In his firſt examinations, a his wages were ales of 


b wit, unſeaſonable indeed, but ſtrongly marking the 
originality and h of hit gs "The firſt _ 
mien m,, 10 | 

; f . hugs en you d doi in your inane? 
8 Have: men — wokives- e 


A. have a mother, a woman of lens who eure, 


foretold that I ſhould be good for Og 
2. * bat were TW nnen 
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A. Some rene worry: who never WTI with 
fate affairs, 


As ide clerk of the court on his 050 was reading in 


one of his pamphlets one thouſand two hundred, inſtead 
of twelve thouſand Theffalians ; „ Ah! Sir,” cried he, 


„What a check my army receives in paſſing through 


your hands! But this army, exiſting only in idea, can- 


not give the leaſt mur as it is oO woe” of 


fgure of rhetoric,” 5 


Another time he aid 10 bis gage Gentlemen I 


wiſh you would order me ſome wood. This muſt be a 


very ealy uo” as eee can never as at'a ons: for - 


F . 


It does not appear t became o of this you Og. 


it is certain 15 _ not” ear 


24. 
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OF  PARLIAMENTS. AND THEIR eee 


The French parliaments in ancient time have been 


as much redoubted for their magnanimity, as they have 
been in latter periods contemned for their pufillanimity; 
but as very lately the parliament of Paris diſtinguiſhed 
elf for a ſtubbornneſs of patriotiſm, the reader will 
be deſirous of learning what became of them and their 


vonted authority. In one of the firſt ſittings of these 


aſſembly, after its removal to Paris, M. C. Lameth 
introduced the ſubjett of theſe antique depoſitarieg 


of power; he traced their hiſtory, explained theit 


utility for many ages, and the obſtacles they had often 
raiſed againſt deſpotic enterprizes—that as they had er. 


joyed a right to make laws, in concert with the execu- 


live power, they would, he ſaid, undoubtedly ſee, with 
great pain, a new order of things: and therefore, inthe 
Vo GE = preſent 


4 


1 


306 - SKETCH OF ThE 


preſent critical conjuntture of affairs, it was to be ſeared 
they would oppole, in the moſt violent manner, the ſuc. 
cels of the revolution; wherefore, it was his advice, to 
let ve them in a ſtate of vacancy, and entruſt their bu- 
ſineſs to the chambers of. vacation. ..-/ 

M. Target being of the ſame opinion with . 
icenathened his arguments, and M. Fretau, himſelf, 
who was at that preciſe time a member of the parlia. 
ment of Paris, only requeſted two days poſtponement 
of the ſuppreſſion, till their drooping power could be 
properly transferred to the chambers. In this ſituation, 
like any other inſtitution become uſeleſs, and leſt 
vithout defenders ; the parliaments by the following de- 
cree of the national aſſembly, became a nullity. 

Decreed, “ That all the parliaments of the kingdom 

ſhould remain in vacancy, and the chambers of vacation 

ſhould continũe their buſineſs, and have knowledge of 
every cauſe and ſuit, notwithſtanding any contrary or- 
der: and that all the other tribunals ſhould continue to 
render juſtice in the uſual form. That the preſident 
ſhould inceſſantly wait on the king, to defire his Ma. 
jeſty io diſpatch all orders and letters, for that purpoſe.” 
The parliaments, however, did not receive this blow 
without ſome efforts of reſiſtance, as has been already 
ſhewn, but they were impotent, and of ſhort duration. 

When the heart is taken out of even the fierceſt aui 
| «iy its e ſoon ceaſe, . the es too. 


REVOL UTION TE or ENGLAND. . 


e ſun of liberty now appeared to ſhine with meri 
dioval-brightneſs. upon France, That country ſerved | 


a5. a. reflettor which afterwards ſcattered. and diffuled 
5 . 4 lle 
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the viviſying. rays over ſurrbunding nations, ſeveral of 
which were deſirous of ſaluting its inhabitants as a happy 
people. England, in particular, the ancient ſeat of 
wiſdom and public ſpirit, could not but feel a ſympa- 
thetic complacency in beholding a too long oppreſſed 
people emerging from their political obſcurity, and re. 
| folving to make a bond of obligation between the go-: 
| vernors and governed, upon the immutable baſis w_ Ter 
ciprocal intereſt. - on De Lo 

The revolution: ſoviary pf London was he feſt t to con»: 
gratulate the French on their progreſs to freedom and 
happineſs, The duke of Rochefoucault read an addreſs 
to the aſſembly, jn the name of tliree hundred members; 
many of whom were celebrated in other countries as 
well as in their own for their philoſophical writings, or 
tzeir enlarged underſtandings. The following note of 
Dr. Px1cs (a man now loſt to the world) contained the 
addreſs to the national aflembly, accompanied with a, 
letter ſrom the Earl of STaANnyors, as merke of the 
| ſociety, on the day the addreſs was yoted, 


| From Dr. Paics to the Dule MM 


Hackney, near London, the gth of November, 178g, 
The addreſs to the national aſſembly which is an- 
nexed to this, having been propoſed by Dr. Price, he 
hopes that the duke of Rochefaucault will not be diſ- 
pleaſed to learn that it was adopted with an ardour difli- 
cult to be deſcribed, by an aſſembly compoſed of the 
earl of Stanhope, of the lord mayor of London, o 
many members of the parliament of England, and 6 
more than three hundred perfons of diſtindlion, aſſem 
1 ble 
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bled. upon the occaſion of the FEES of the Eng. 
liſh revolution, in order to celebrate that event, If the 
expreſſions of their admiration, if the wiſhes of prol. 
perity, which they requeſt the duke of Rochefaucault 
to preſent, ſhould appear temerity on their part, they 
hope the national aſſembly of France, will yet excuſe 
it as the effect of an effuſion of zeal in the general cauſe 
of public liberty, that no apprebenſion of inconveni. 
ence could reſtrain. The repreſentatives of the French 
nation labour for the univerſe as well as for France, and 
the whole world is intereſted in their ſucceſs.” Et 


From the Earl of. Srannorz i the 1 — 5 of Rocks, 
FAUCAULT,. the 6th att 789 


* 


in, . e £5 H 
It is with great Carisfaftion chat x have a0 3 
of conveying to you, two unanimous reſolutions of a ſo- 
cicty eſtabliſhed in England to celebrate the famous re. 
voltion of 1688 : theſe motions were received with the 
moſt merited approbation and re-iterated acclamations. 
Shall I venture on the part of the ſociety to requeſt you 
to preſent theſe refolutions to the national aſſembly of 
France. I intreat you, to believe me, with the great- 
eſt weer. and e em 1 your's, &c, 

5 te main 


. 
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The two e en oh moniving to > tell I 
is thought proper at 4/45, day not io print) were read by 


| the ſecretary of the aſſembly, _ 
The duke de LI Ax con moved, that : n 
be empowered to write a letter of thanks to call Stan. 


om Nee of chat MOL + and M. RENAU b in 
addition 
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addition moved, that the letter * addreſſes ſnould be 
printed ; we was waht 0% | 


14. pile $ Anſwer, 


| Paris December 2d, 1789. 


5 It truly e to the illuſtrious apoſtle of li- 
berty, Dr. Price, io propoſe a motion tending to offer 
up to liberty the molt diſtinguiſhed homage, that -of 
national prejudices. The addreſs of ſelicitation which 
the earl of Stanhope has done the duke of Rochefau- 
cault the honour of tranſmitting tohim, was received by 
the national aflembly with the livelieſt applauſes, the 
aſſembly perceived in it the dawn of that beautiful day 
when two nations, Which in ſpite of their political di- 
vilons, and their diverſity of their governments, have 
always eſteemed each other, will form a cloſe and inti- 
mate conneftion founded on the ſimilitude of their 
opinions, and ſupported by their common enthuſiaſm 
for liberty, the aſſembly has accordingly charged their 
preſident to write to the earl of Stanhope. The duke 
of Rochefaucault, happy to have been ſelected for this 
honourable commiſſion, has with zeal given an account 
of it to the national aſſembly, and bas made known ta 
it the title, which a ſociety, whoſe object is ſo noble and 
patriotic, bas to the eſteem of the French nation. He 
takes the liberty of requeſting a copy of the doQtor's 
lermon, Every thing that, proceeds. from. his pen is 
precious; doctor Price ſurely ſees with ſatisfaction the 
principles of their common friend Monſ. Turgot, pro. 
pagated for the Ll of F rance and of the bumay 
Tace, 


The 
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The duke of Rochefaucault has the honour of' pre. 
ſenting his ſincere compliments to doctor Price. 
The national aſſembly having defired that mention 


Jhould be made in the letter of the preſident to the revoly. 
. tion ſociety of England, of the deſire of extinguiſhing 


that ancient jealouſy which no ge become: nation, Fre 


and enlightened,” 


The archbiſhop of Aix, the perfiden, writ _ follow. 
ing letter to the _ of Saks, preſident of the revo. 
lution ſociety: . 

It is, indeed, my lord, a of. a bros ſo. 
ciety, and of a people happy and free, to intereſt 
themſelves in the progreſs of public liberty and happi. 
nefs. It is now ſome time ſince the French nation has 
felt the influence of its progreſs in "knowledge and in 
arts. It directed its government by its opinions, long 


before its opinions influenced its laus. It purſued with 


ardour uſeful truth, and ſhedding every day freſh lights 


| upon all the parts of its adminiſtration, it "OW" _ 
pelled by one univerſal motion to thoſe changes to, 


which it has been indebted for its conſiſtency and 


ſtrengtb. A king, 'whom we may truly call the beſt of 


men and firſt of citizens, encouraged by his virtues the 
hopes of the nation, and an unanimous concurrence of 


| ſentiment, has at length eſtabliſhed a permanent conſli- 


tation founded wow 1 955 nen . of men and 


citizens. 
=" doubtleſs vhloigp u to our 186 in which Maſon wo 


pace with liberty, to extinguiſh for. eyer national jea- 
louſy and hatred. Let not wars and the other miſchiev, 
ous errors of government be any longer the effects of 
prejudices which are the ſhame of nations, and 850 
5 | | T2 the 
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ite two moſt enlightened people of the world feel it 
heir duty, to ſhew by their example, that the love of 
their country is e witch the ene of hu - 
manity. 
The tian 3 bas ee in 1 the addreſs | 
of the revolutionary ſociety thoſe principles of univerſal 
benevolence which ought to unite throughout every 
country in the world, the real friends of the liberty and 
happineſs of nations; it has given the ſtrongeſt teſti- 
mony of the deepelt and moſt lively ſenſe of it in a ſo- 
lemn reſolution which I am charged to communicate to 
you. a 
The principle of civil equality profeſſed in the new 
order of things, would not allow the afſembly,to over- 
look any partial excluſion of a claſs or ſociety of men 
from enjoying the rights of a citizen. A member of the 
aſſembly therefore moved, that the eligibility of being 
elected, as well as the elective franchiſe, ſhould be ex- 
tended to all, without any diſtinction from his civil or 
religious profeſſion. He ſaid, he ſhould not inſiſt upon 
the caſe of proteſtants, as he believed there were but 
{cw in that hall who were not diſpoſed, as well as him-. 
ſelf, towards them; but it was not ſo with Jews, and 
men diſtinguiſhed by their profeſſion—he meant players, 
and added, executioners. The French cannot e 
being witty on the moſt ſerious occaſions, as has been 
proved in their tribunals of juſtice, in the moſt violent 
paroxyms of the reyolutionary.fever. Upon the patri- 
otic mover of the ſubjett uniting the names of comedian 
and executioner, a member exclaimed, © Say comedian 
and trogedian. In a moment aſier this x*calantry, the 
allembly 
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aſſembly Web pered its gravity; when M. de Clermont 
Tonnerre obſerved, Can any thing be more abſurd than 


tat ihe law ſhould ſay to a man, I have need of your ſer. 


vice I inſiſt upon the exertions of your arm; yet if 


you comply, I ſhall declare you infamous, and degraded 


from your rank in ſociety.” It is time, concluded he, 
chat we repair theſe injuries of 1 W rae 2 er 
een all prejudices Whatever. 5 

The caſe of the Jews was nee but it . 
ſerved with effect, that all which could be done, was to 
aflow them to enjoy the protection of the laws; that they 
were not entitled to all the rights of citizen, ſince no. 
thing could make them perform its functions: they would 
not fight for the country in danger. The Jews, how. 
ever, did not want for an able advocate in a member 
from Lyons, who faid, * The Jews were compelled to 
ſeparate themſelves from ſociety, and were then puniſh- 
ed for ſuch a ſeparation. After having confined them 
to one branch of trade, the next cruehy was to puniſh 


them for having contratted the ſpirit of it :—they had 


but one method left of turning their money to account, 
and they were puniſhed for having recourſe to it—it 
enabled them to ech ten but Ty were Pa 
for being rich. 

The law ſhould put an end to ſuch abſurdities and 
contradiftions. In raiſing Jews to the rank of citizens, 
they will become good ones; they will loſe their parti- ' 
cular charafter in the common maſs of ſociety; they 


will, as it were, undergo a new birth, as well as the 
player and n ww ene n 0 the night 
of eligibilit 7. 


CRE, With reſpedt to player (ſaid "Re fans waar 
was 
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vas right to exclude them from the common enjoyments 
pl citizens, when they were the buffoons for the idle 
| and the profligate; when they were the teachers of im- 
| morality and depravity. But the ſtage is now (ſaid he), 
become the ſchool of morality, and may contribute 
greatly to accelerate the happy completion of the revo- 


S lution, It is, therefore, highly unjuſt to debaſe thoſe 


who devote their talents to ſo good a purpoſe. If 
players bave been contempti ble, it was den the age 
was frivolous, and abounded in prejudice.” | 
| The abbe Maury was uncommonly 3 * 
all theſe deſcriptions of men, The law (ſaid he) does 
not compel any man to turn executioner ; ; the office is 
left to his own choice; beſides, the voice of nature can 
never be ſuppreſſed by your decrees. No, they will 
never hinder us from regarding with horror the man 
who.in cold blood lets out his arm to deprive another of 
life. As to players, we ought to commend the nation 
| that firſt rendered the proſeſſion of an actor diſgraceful: 
It reflects honour on the purity of their manners, 


which, as was the caſe in Greece, are more liable to be 


corrupted than refined by the ſtage. Was not the 
| Athenian nnn, primary cauſe of the h EIN 
en: 8 

The abbe did not Alpes the right of cleQing vrohef: 
tants ; but he argued with much vehemence againſt the 
| Propriety of extending the like privilege to the Jews. 
| © Whatever you do (faid he), they will ſtill remain as 
| ſtrangers among you, and never will abjure either their 
principles or their proſeſſion. Do you imagine they 
| vill become huſbandmen, artiſts, or loldiers? No. In 
| Poland they farm all the lands, but cultivate none · 
Vor. I. TS. | From 
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From ſome arts they. are Si by their teligion, 
and they have too many ho idays to enter into any com- 
petition. with us in induſtrious purſuits. Nothing will 
ever divert them from e N 1 bave W lo 
long accuſtomed to.“ 5 
- Fo theſe arguments againſt the: a the biſhop of 
N ancy pointed: out the general diſcontent which a de. 
cree in their favour would-excite, particularly in Allace 
and Lorraine. © Yes,” ſaid M. Reubell, “ ſuch a de- 
cree would be in fact paſſing ſentence of death upon 
them, anda ſignal, as it were, for their execution.“ 
A member, in ſupport of. the principle of conſidering 
players like other citizens, ſaid, “If the manners of co- 
medians were neceſſarily infamous, it would be our duty 
to proſeribe not only them, but the ſtage itſelf, We 
| ſhould employ the inſtruments of deſtrułtion, the axe, 
and the firebrand, againſt thoſe: elegant temples, conſe- 
crated to the ſinelt produttions of genius, to the maſter. 
pieces of the moſt enen art that nnn fancy ever 
ou birth to.“ HARE le 5 
In two days aſter the diſcuſſion. os is 15 
n of aftors, a letter was directed to the preſident 
from them full of patriotiſm and alarm, upon the debate 
that had taken place on their account, expreſſing their 
opinions that they ought not to be excluded from an) 
employment either in the adminiſtration or ſenate. 
Different opinions were now adopted, which M. Du- 
port endeavoured. in vain to.conciliate ;; his motion was 
rejecled by a very ſmall majority; and this grand quel- 
you OT: vice Wa en 9585 remained uodecided. 
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KEXONSTRANCE/ FROM. THE FRENCH PLAYERS. | 


Aﬀter a great number of patriotic addreſſes, the before 
mentioned letter was read from the players to the preſi- 
dent of the aſſembly, i in which they expreſs the utmoſt 
alarm at the debate which had taken place reſpeding 
them : they did not think that they ought to be excluded 
from any place either in the ſenate or in adminiſtration ; ; 
and they engage never to perfarm any 5 incon. 
fiſtent with national dignity. _ 

This letter rouſed the indignation of the abbe Maury, 
who thought it very ſurpriling that players ſhould dare 
o write to the preſident of the national aſſembly, or that 
the ſmalleſt attention ſhould be paid to ſuch a letter. To 
this the preſident replied, with great preſence of mind, 
and a well-timed recollection, There could not be any 

 Impropriety in receiving letters from individuals from 
whom they had received preſents ; and the abbe Maury 
ought ro recollect having ſeen the French players ad. 
mitted to the bar of that houſe.” The abbe, however, 
was not CREATE with this RE IVY: Oy CT Os 


The diſcuſſion on PA eligibility of fot au 
'rs and Jes, after a ſhort interruption, was reſumed, 
and terminated by formally admitting the firſt, having 
the ſecond in the ſituation of all other citizens, there 
being no law of excluſion againſt them, and for the laſt 
it was brought to a concluſion after a member had 
ſpoken as follogs TE, 

As to the Jews (aid he), they are not only £ ex- 
cluded, but reprobated by our religion. Our laws have 
ſhewn them no more pity than our faith. They are at 

88s 2 once 
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once the objets of a religious, and a political curſe, 
They ought firſt to be ranked with common citizens, 
before they can aſpire to the privileges of ative cit. 
zens. They are not as yet placed in that rank; for they 
are excluded by law from landed property. The exa& 
ſituation of the Jews in this country, is far from bei 
perfectly underſtood : the ſubjett of debate, as far as it 
reſpetts them, requires much more light and accuracy 

ol information. I have my reaſons for believing, that 
in admitting them to all the rights of active citizens, we 
ſhould grant more than they aſk, and more than they 
deſire. Before we decide upon their fate, let us be 
made better acquainted with their wiſhes. Before ve 
raiſe them to the rank of active citizens, let them ſatisfy 
us of their readineſs to fulfil all the conditions, all the 
reaſonabſe duties, all the virtues which fo honourable a 
title implies. Let this queſtion then be adjourned.” 

It was adjourned for that day, but the ſecond alter, it 
was revived, and terminated thus 
The national affembly decrees, that the Jews of 

Bourdeaux, of Spain, Portugal, and Avignon, ſhall con- 
tinue in poſſeſſion of the privileges which they have hi- 
therto enjoyed, 1 which are ſanQioned an * , 
letters ee, 


NEW SYSTEM or JUDICIAL REGULATIONS. 


It was neceſſary to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of judicial regu- 
lations to accompany the new code of laws, which ſhould 
accord with the ſame ſpirit of civil liberty ; and nothing 
can be more grateful to the philoſophic mind, than 10 


behold the care which theſe ee W ry 
Rope 
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towed on every part of their work. The Youre was | 


complete in this department of their labours. 
| Minuter details on this ſubje@ will be omitted in 
| injury or regret. The principal articles only of their 


plan are given to ſhew how admirably calculated the 


whole was to PLACE JUSTICE WITHIN THE REACH 


OP EVERY INDIVIDUAL; to pre vent the king fi, | 


being deceived in the choice of judges ; to hinder any 


infrattion of the laws from taking place with impunity ; 


and to eſtabliſh ſuch order throughout the kingdom, 
from the remoteſt corner of the provinces to the very 
foot of the throne, as that the raſh or imprudent man, 
who might dare to commit a breach of duty, ſhould be 
checked and puniſhed . a neee and e 
power. | 


The following were the firſt thirteen aiicles: 
” Tir. 1. On T ribunals and Judges i in general. 


4 1, Juſtice ſhall be adminiſtered in the king's name. 


No individual, no corporation can have any 1 4% to 
have it adminiſtered in their name, 


. * 9, Judges ſhall be choſen by perſons legally inveſt 


ed with ſuch right of eleAion; and in the manner here- 
after io be ſpecified, 
* 3. Judges ſhall be 3 by he ing nine; 


ately on the preſentation made him of two perſons | 


clefled for each vacant place. 


4. No employment an a man with m judicial 
authority can henceforward be ee in order to be | 


e area 
"3 JusTICE SHALL BE ADMINISTERED WITH: 


UT FEE OR REWARD; and judges ſhall have proper 


penſions 


. ²˙ m . SEE rowow ye 
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temporary aid the liberty of France would not have 
been eſtabliſhed. The abbe propoſed printing the me. 
morial on the extraordinary expences, with the ſole 
view to fink him into disfavour. This inflexible man, 
however, though fully ſenſible of the ſituation he ſlood 
In, boldly advanced with a memorial he was drawing 
up, giving a true, and more diſmal account than ever oſ 
the ruinous ſtate of the finances and public credit; at 
the ſame time offering his Our ee for baun 
them into a better poſition. ; 


State of Extraordinary E to a 31 17 of Decen | 
ber, 178g, as laid before | the National Aſeembh. 


. Ax son, one of the committee of finances, laid 
before the aſſembly the extraordinary aids which M. 
Neck an demanded; it was an object of no lefs a ſum 
than one hundred and ſeventy millions. M. Anſon, in 
reading the accounts, obſerved to the aſſembly, that 
there were ſome articles which appeared enormous, par- 

ticularly thofe of the opera, city lamps, and-ſcavenger's 
accounts ;—on the mention oſ theſe two laſt articles, a 
general murmur was heard throughout the aſſembly; 
however, it became more calm upon the explanation 
| that was given by ſome members, concerning the two 
objeQs, and the aſſembly deſired to have ſome further 
_ poformation relative to the one hundred and ſeventy 
millions required; hereupon M. Anſon informed them, 
that from. this day to the ſaid giſt of December, the 


4 


royal treaſury would: have to receive thirty millions, 
and ninety millions to pay, including the debt of fixty 
Sn ee | +, 


9: 


The 
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The afſembly deſired to 5 the dun thal made up 
the thirty millions; and M. Anſon read as follows : hh 
4 1, Royal houſehold, on the old eſtabliſh- _ 
ment, for the months of November and De. Letts 
cembernr — — 9 1,600,000 
& 2. Penſions, &c. ditty — - 3.400, 
« g. Foreign bills for corn, ditto — 18 3000000 
4 4, Annuities granted by 1. Re n. Comte l 


„are e 8 
6. Carrying forward the building of the 1 
Paris walls, 8c. for two months — 400,0 
46. Aﬀenibly of. eleftions for the ſe. 3 
| be wards of the city , 110,060 
4. Lamps and ſcavengers — »_ 300,000 
«8g. Work done to fit up the. aſſembly. oe 
7 Ke.. : 1388000 
9. Opera, c. — — 130,000 


4 « Vattous imaller . together 10,690,000 


be rnpteſign' be fene of an desi made on 
the alſembly | was very great, and no ways favourable to 
the miniſter of the finances; it was inſiſted upon, to 
know ik this extraordinary account was ligned by 
M. Nechar, or ſome miniſter under him in office, 
On examination it appeared to be ſigned only by M. 
Dufreſne, a direfor of the royal treaſury, This was 
not judged to be in order; and the ſimple firm of an 
agent of adminiſtration did not give ſufficient autheri- 
ficity to an account ſo full of obſcurity. The aſſem- 
bly therefore decreed, that the firſt miniſter of finances 
ſhould be deſired to ſign theſe accounts, and then they 
Thould be printed, and ſent to the houſe of each deputy. 
Vor, I; | . : M. FxzTEAU 
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M. Fazrzau made a motion, wa an amendment of 
M. Camus, that authentic accounts ſhould be given to 
the aſſembly of all expences from the firſt of May laſt, 
with their ſeveral vouchers; which ſhould be depolied 
with the committee of finances, for the eon of the 
members ol that aſſembly. - | 
The debates ran very * on this motion, and in 
ſome meaſure explained the omiſſion of ſome penſions 
in the liſt given to the aſſembly. M. Nzcx as, in bis 
memorial of 1786, and his obſervations on M. 
CALONNE's letter, authorizes ſome members, Meſlr, 
Cauus, FRETEAUs and JUSTIN: x,to reveal two very 
extraordinary fats. 2 
In the late reign the ſtate penſioners 8 bad any cre- 
dit with court favourites, eaſily found means to place 
their penſions in the government loans, and thereby 
become the real creditors of the country; and when 
they had reaſon to fear being deprived of their penſion, 

the metamorphoſe it had undergone covered them from 
all purſuit and ſuppreſſion; and moreover gave them a 
right to unite their claims with thoſe of the honeſt cre- 
 ditor, who had effeftually lent his capital to the ſtate. 
__ This very infamous manceuvre had greatly prejudi- 
ced the royal treaſury, 0 the amount of alty millions, 
in the year 1770. 
= Very fortunately there were yet to 3 found regiller, 
which contained the ſecrets of theſe Infamous operations: 
they are known by the name LIvRES Ros; andthe 
two members deſired the aſſembly. to order theſe books 
to be produced, for inſpektion. 3 
This was unanimouſly agreed to, and it was decreed, 


that all Nate accounts ſhould be printed as ſoon as pol. 
= bble; ; 
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Che; and that a committee of Fance take upon them 
to inſpett into all the abuſes that have crept mto the ſe. 
wa depariments, rendering a an 5 account to the 
aſſembly. * as 4 

Seycral members of the aMembly/ declared; that their 
conſtituents would never conſent to the payment of the 
expences of the opera and the ſcavengers. 

M. Camus, proceeded to explain to the aMembly, 
that there had been many methods uſed to conceal the 
laviſhing of the public money in penſions. One, he 
leid, was to give a perſon credit for a ſum ſuppoſed to 
be depoſited by them in the funds, the intereſt of which 
would be equal to the penſion intended hen OOPS 

He ſaid, there exiſted proofs of ſuch tranlactions 
which might now be produced, though hitherto enve- 
loped in the ſhade of obſcurity -and that theſe proofs 
were to be found in a certain ee "Known OE dowel 
name of THE RED BOOK. © 

M. Fatrs av, confirmed 8 M. Cn ks 65a; f 
and added, that there was one of er red e woe wy; : 
by each department. 3 15 | 

The exiſtence of this erer me or rather theſe ee” 
giſters, called the red book (for it appeared, that each de- 
partment kept one for its own uſe to regiſter its on 
penlioners) occaſioned much ſurprize in the aſſembly, 
and produced very ſerious enquiry ; for the objet᷑t was of 
great importance, and demanded a thorough inveltigation. 

The ABE Couryrs, ſpoke of the penſions granted 
by the name of moonlight giſts. This at firſt was taken 
45 a piece of pleafantry ; but the Abbe convinced the 
| aſſembly be was ſerious, and explained, that they were 
E Py out ron the oa made on EY hs of the 
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lamps at Paris —a clear proof that government Wag care- 
ful to turn every little ſurplus to its own uſe,  _ 

Ie Abbe then begged to know whether it was likely 
the inhabitants of the Provinces would think it Juſt they 
ſhould contribute to the ſupport of tha opera, which 


they could never frequent. 


M. FrxzTEAU'S MOT10N, for the Ganing and printin? 
of the account read that day by M. Anſon, was put to 


the vote, and carried by a very large majority. 


The ſame member then moved, and it was agreed, 
„ That the account of all expences incurred fince 
the firſt of May, be likewiſe printed, and that all the 
documents which may lead to the diſcovery, of abuſes, 
be immediately brought forward to public yiew,” 
From this debate on the extraordinary expences of 
the year, the delicacy of the miniſter's ſituation become: 
obvious. The court was ſenſible of the importance of 


drawing his intereſt to that ſide; the patriotic, part of 


the aſſembly ſuſpetted a penchant of that nature, and 
both ſides knew he had extenſive talents, He was un- 
happy and not wholly ſafe. He had twice reſigned and 


twice reſumed his ſtation—he was willing to try to the 
' laſt what could be 2855 as the an e he knew 


would be for ever. 


Some Remarks on Events during the Year 1789, which 
were not of Importance PROVEN, to break into the hiſ- 
_ torical Cain. 


Among te many S occurrences in this 
aſtoniſhing revolution, it certainly was not a little ſingu- 
lar to behold a, biſhop patriotic enough to, contend un. 


wearicdly againſt the moſt eloquent among the prelacy» 
g 55 for 


1 
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for the nation's right to diſpoſe. of all mat belonged 10 
dee church. This was the caſe with the biſhop of Au- 
run; nor was it leſs gratifying to the lovers of reaſon, 
to ſee the reverend Mr. DILUON, the rector of Vieux 
Pouſange, in Poiflou, combat the opinion of M. Camus, 
who was on the other ſide, and inſiſt upon it, that as the 
people had given the church her wealth, they had a right- 
in a moment of neceſſity. to take it away. He would. 
not conſider even the voluntary relinquiſhment of it aa 
an at of generoſity, but of neceſſity. Thus we ſee that 
habits and intereſts combined will not ſtiſle in all men 
thoſe noble ſentiments which unfettered truth is wont 

io inſpire. | 
As ſoon as it was 1 hat has. convent? and 1 ; 
teries were to be laid open, a very ſingular petition was 
preſented to the aſſembly from a community of nuns, who 
entreated that no ſuch decree might paſs, proteſting that 
they would rather die than be deprived of the privilege 
of conlecrating their lives to eternal penance. This ſen- 
timent, oppoſed to the former, aßen a "_ des 
contraſt to the unprejudiced mind. | 
Another: occurrence, in ſome. reſpef Callin was a 
memorial preſented to the aſſembly during the diſcuſſion 
of the queſtion of diſpenſing with the. monaſtic vows. 
from the monks of the abbey of Vandreuille, in Nor- 
mandy, requeſting the ſenate io come to 4 ſpeedy deci- 
on upon the matter; for that already its agitation had 
lo relaxed the diſcipline of their houſe, that the members! 
were in a ſtate very little: better than rebellious. 

I be MAR DE PoxTALEs, with more patriotiſm: 

| than corre&neſs of expreſſion, writ to the aſſembly 
hs the patriotic donations nin from all quare? | 
ters, 
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ters, that “he was going to cut down a large foreſt of 
overgrown timber, one half of which ws ggg b upon 
the bureau' of the aſſembly,” 

At this early ſtage of the belidet 8 
 Fxxcvinr, in the province of Brittany, was denounced 
by a member of the aſſembly, and narrowly eſcaped im. 
peachment for high treaſon in writing what he called 
@ paſtoral leiter, which tended to ſhake the bigoted pan 
of his flock from their allegiance to the national repre. 
ſentatives. To that ſame letter has been aſcribed, in a 
great meaſure, thoſe evils which the civil war in the 
Weſt of France has brought upon the country. 

A Mr. Rur DOE, an Iriſh gentleman, was 1 85 
ſoned in Paris about the end of November, under an 
_ accuſation of a deep conſpiracy with the bakers of the 
city. Some conſidered him to have a political miſſion 
from the court of St. James's,” others regarded it as a 
ſordid ſpeculation in grain and flour to enrich himſelf 
and copartners ; whatever the affair was at bottom, it 
was never clearly expoſed to public view, and that per. 
ſon obtained his liberty by means of friends. 
When it was decided that the property of the clergy 
ſhould be applied to the neceſſities of the nation, aſter 
paying the debts, the liſt of thoſe debts was given in, and 
amounted to TWO HUNDRED MILLIONS OF LIVRES; 
a prodigious ſum this to be owing from a part of the 
community who had been in N . _ one 
lixth of the kingdom. 

On the 2d of November, a Proc of the age of 
120, Vas introduced to the national aſſembly, who had, 
as he told them, come all the way from Mount Jura, ſo 
ng hundred miles, on 5 to fee the 1114 
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roks OF BIS COUNTRY ;. then retiring, be ſaid, he 
could not die too ſoon. The members collected among 
11 five. or fix e livres to her I. ex- 
es home. | 
A dreadful rick {ag out e on hp 8 of 8 
at Toulon, occaſioned principally by the. intemperzte | 
conduct of the commander in chief, who, not having 
been exerciſed in the new ſchool of equality, had treated 
the town guard and the militia with great contempt- 
Many lives were loſt in that affair. One of the de- 
puties for that place recommended the aſſembly to ad- 
dreſs the king to withdraw his officers immediately from : 
Toulon, if it was meant to preſerve the arſenal. 775 
About this time the elder Mirabeau (that j is, the viſ- 
count) fought a duel with a deputy, and though wound- 
ed, gave challenges to two other. members of the aſſem- 
bly, who oppoſed his being heard after the debate to 
which he would have ſpoken had been cloſed. . Driving 
an argument into the hearers by the force of emen. 
was conſidered a new Way to convince. 
Meſſieurs Mirabeau and Chapellier ſupported the 
motion for admitting miniſters to ſit in the aſſembly ; 
but M. Lav JUINAIS. and others oppoſed it ſo ably, 
that the aſſembly not only declared on their inadmiſli- 
bility, but that till three years after the terminating of 
the legiſlature, no member ſhould receive. any place, 
peuſion, or gratification, under penalty of having ſuch 
grant annulled, and being rendered incapable of ſitting 
in the legillature. This conduct of M. Mirabeau drew 
after it much ſuſpicion that he had been playing the ora. 
tor wich the view of being one day. well paid for it by 
the appointment of firſt miniſter,” So much were the 
members 
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Webern, of the aſſembly impreſſed with this idea, that; 
diſtinguiſhed as he undoubtedly was for the luſtre of his 
talents, he was never named after for preſident, 
A ſerious affair was laid before the aſſembly near the 
end of the year, in a letter from the keeper of the ſeals, 
The chamber of vacation of the parliament of Rouen 
regiſtered. the decree of the aſſembly, as was mention. 
ed in its proper place, and (ſanftioned by the king) 
which ſulpended the ſeveral parliaments of the kingdom, 
and left in their ſtead the chambers of varation for the 
diſpatch of buſineſs ; but the members of the ſaid chan- 
ber in an arret had made uſe of ſuch indecent language! in 
alluſion to the national aſſembly, as evinced an intention 
of bringing it into contempt in that part of the country, 
"Now although the chamber of vacation was to regiſter 
the decrees of the aſſembly, and had done ſo, yet the 
| arret was ſo artfully drawn up as not to contain the name 
of the national aſſembly, but ſignified that the king wa 
beld in chains by an unlawful combination. The cham- 
ber, as is obſerved, proteſted againſt the proceeditgs 
they alluded to, but regiſtered the decree (as ſignified) 
to prevent further evils and misfortunes. The aſſemb/y 
on this prayed the king to chuſe a new chamber of 
vacation, and to order the old one and its proceedings | 
before the chatelet, which had powers to try i in caſes of 
| e treaſon. 
. king took uncommon pains to avert the aſſem. 
bly's indignation from the chamber, inſomuch that it 
gave occaſion to ſuſpett he was not unaequainted with 
What its members were about at the time, The follow. 
ing letter to the national allembly ben the 7 og he 


Writ Fit his own hand: 
66 il. 


"ts * . * ws, net : E . 4 
FREACH REVOLUTION. Jae 


4 Cette, oor hefe bis porn at's”, 
t | have received 15 dats ith in HP 
| have given orders for forming : a'new chamber of va- 
cations from the parliament of Rouen. Al 
4 You know that the letters patent Which ptorogued 5 
that parliament have been regiſtered purely and ſimply; 
and you muſt have obſerved that the reſolution of ihe 
chamber of Vacations was not intended for tro ens 
Theſe motives make me think it adviſeable that the na- 
onal aſſembly ſhould not give any other conſequence 
| ty the reſolution. I believe that moderation and indul- 
| gence will perſektly agree with the circumſtance of af- 
fairs, and 1 beſitate not to ralf 2 — that it ir "iv the © villfof - 
he bean.“ „„ ee ; | e : 
this letter bechltebel th l acheter Abet, 
that ever took place in the aſſembly; two hours were 
paſſed in a ſcene of abſolate tumult, occafioned by 4 E 
propoſal for a decree made by M. Blain, eteaklix Toh 5 
formable with the king's letter. i eee e 
| The queſtion diſcuſſed! (if ſuch Violence of alpüte 
| Can be called by that name) was, whether the motion off 
M. Blain ſhould be adopted; or à motion made by * 
e Clermont Tonnerre, which propoſed to grant the de- 
ſred pardon to the chamber of vacations at Rowen; But 
in different terms; and, in fine, whether, according to 
the motion of the baron de Menorr, Tupported ſtrong- 
y by M. Reubell, M. Chapelier;/ and many others, 
vo may be ſaid to have beſieged the tribunal; this very 
| important affair ſnould be adjourned th aifother day ? 
At laſt, in the unde, op and Ke the n 
1 reſolution was paſſed; us 
„„ e * 5 . Aus 
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« After RO attended to the reading of the kings 
letter relative to the chamber of vacations of the pariz. 
ment of Rouen, the national aſſembly, anxious to give 
his majeſty a new proof of their devotion, reſolve, that 
the wiſh which his majeſty expreſſes be adopted by them 
as their own, and that the preſident wait on his majely | 
t -preſent him with this their reſolution.” 1 

And thus this affair, ſo ſerious i in its commencement, 
terminated without any other effect than the remote one 
vhich a viliſying of the aſſembly in the eyes of that dio. 
| ceſe Wight . amotech at one HF or ME, to e 


© Gm thay 8th of 3 one © of _ ee of the 
Conner was brought forward in the aſſembly for 
deciſion, which gave much uneaſineſs to the democratic 
part of it, by the iſſue of the conteſt: it was, whether 


« Eyery citizen. who ſhall have fulfilled the condition 
of inſcribing! his name in the civil roll, and taken the pa. 
triotic oath, ſhall be diſpenſed from all other conditions 
of ofeligibilicy, This article, after a long and animated 
debate, was, rejected by a majority of ten, there being 
four hundred and forty-three for it, and four hundred 
and fiſty-three againſt is. This determination occaſion- 
ed: a great. fermentation in the minds of the Pariſians. 
It was clearly, in favour of the 7:ch, againſt the poor, and 
contrary. to the ſpirit of the rights of man which the al. 
ſembly had adopted, and ſanttioned· A qualification in 
real or perſonal eftate being wana to. 2 the office 
of deputy... 
It was a caution > becoming the new polſefſors of lber. 
ty to guard againſt the forming of influence by clans or 
eg SR for which reaſon the aſſembly * 
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| that father and ſon, two brothers, uncle and couſin, 

ſhould not have ſeats there at the ſame time, | 

That part of ſociety which is denominated the people, 
has been always regarded by the privileged few with 
contumely ; when, however, we conſider the eagerneſs 
with which the latter run after titles and diſtinttions, it 
muſt be inſiſted on that tlie following inſtance of forbear- 
ance in the crowd, is as deſerving to be recorded as * 
of any ſacrifice we haye heard of; —_ : 

The conquerors of the baſtille, it had been 3 
by the national aſſembly deſerved ſome mark of diſtinc- 
tion, and were allowed to wear a bagge at their breaſt, 
ſignificant of the atchievement they had performed ; but 
as they conſidered that all armorial hearings had been 
by the national vote forbidden to be uſed on coaches, 
eſcutcheons, or on any part of dreſs, but particularly 
had been withdrawn from officers and ſoldiers, a depu- 
tation came to the bar of the ſenate, and generouſly re- 
linquiſhed: the privilege. The deputation was headed 
by the mayor of Paris, when the ſpeaker ſaid in the 
name of the whole, that in order to avoid giving the 
leaſt umbrage to their military brethren, they renounced 
the diſtinftions with which the national eme had 
deſigned to honour them. 

The diſintereſtedneſs of thoſe ae e of 
liberty excited an univerſal burſt of applauſe, and the 
following reſolution was paſſed unanimouſly : . T 

The national aſſembly, {truck with the noble patrio- 
liſm of the brave citizens who conquered the baſtille, al. 
ſents to their declining the diſtinQions granted to them 

by the W 3 
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OF THE PROGRESS OF. THE REVOLUTION, AND 97 
STA ACCOMPGITING- of ul PURING THE VI 
. | 1 
We are now l . into what may be 
called the ſecond year of French' Liberty. The occur 
rences of the revolution in this year are not fo firik. 
ingly numerous as in the laſt, they will therefore not be 
ſo importunately dwelt upon: A great part of the firſt 
month avas occupied by the legiſlature in diſcuſſing the 
conſtitution article by article in perfetting the criminal 
and civil codes in receiving propoſals from individuals, 
and from the committee for reſtoring order to the 
finances—in diſeuſſing and deciding on, the fate of the 
India company and trade—and alſo in hearing and de. 
termining on the almoſt endleſs' conteſts which the ney 
diviſion of France excited. This diviſion could not 
fail but militate againſt the intereſts and privileges of 
particular cities and villages. The new 'topography 
that the extinfltion of ancient names and ' boundaries 
gave riſe to, was a work too of no trifling import, but 
as this hiſtory or ſketch, is leſs intended for the French 
than other readers it will not be neceſſary to enter with 
minuteneſs into all theſe particulars. ' The French very 
properly gave names of a durable not evaneſcent na- 
ture to their eighty-three departments (not eighty - one as 
firſt intended). Theſe names were taken from the 
principal rivers, mountains or mines with which thoſe 
departments were interſected, p a ge or 8 0 


guiſhed. 


The buſineſs before the e at the commence 
ment 
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ment of the new year was that of the finances; and Mr. 
Neckars laſt memorial was preſented on the 2gd of De- 
cember, yet as the diſcuſſion which followed thereon 
was continued into the ſecond week in January of this 
| year, it was thought proper to reſerve it for this place. 
| This miniſter, whoſe character, views, and difpoſition 
toward the new order of things in France bave been leſs 
the ſuhject of writer's animadverſion than might have 
been expected, expreſſed an anguiſh at heart that the 
| finances could not be reſcued from diſcredit and dif- 
traction. He ſaw his popularity fading. He obſerved the 
ſhafts of calumnyflying thick around him. He feared an 
unlucky ong might at ſome unexpected moment enve- 
uom his reputation. He was ſuſpected of engouragingthe 
king to aſk for the eſtabliſhment of a treaſury-board as in 
England. Motions had been made for an enquiry into 
the correſpondence between the miniſtry and the cai//e 
| dſcompte, with reſpe& to the latter lending ſo much 
money to the ſtate ; fifty millions more having been 
| lately adyanced. Upon a member of the court party 
| pleading the merits of the miniſter, and comparing his 
indefatigable toil in the public ſervice, with the invidi- 
oulneſs of his ſituation, another replied, © It is true, 
that the work of a miniſter, taking up money by loan, 
or other means, for the expences of government, is irk- 
lome; ſo is the work of the hangman, but the former is 
no more compelled to do it than the latter, they are both 
\ matters of choice, with this difference, that the former is 
| ihe beſt paid for the leaſt painful effort, This cutting 
Auſion was. conveyed to Neckar as ſoon as made, but 
de had been required to give without delay, his opinion 
vpon an extenſiye plan compoſed from the united opini- 
49 | : 7 ons 
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ons of the committee, and the: hints of individuals and 
rivals. He had his memorial of conſiderable length 
ready, and accordingly mene himſelf with it at the 
bar of the aſſembl y. 

It was as follows, and exhibits ina ada 
of view as full a picture of the frightful ſtate of this 
part of the government ag could be 1 15 a vo- 
lume by another hand. 1 


66 „ 5 

I have read, with much attention womb 8 
the memorial, upon which the national aſſembly deſired 
to know my ſentiments. I begin with doing perfett Jul 
tice to the general reflettions which ſerve as an in- 
troduction to that work. They are ſtated: with pre- 
ciſion and perſpicuity-; and this latter excellence is a 
very eſſential one, as it is inſeparable from a clear con. 
ception, and a ſpirit. of order in the arrangement of | 
ideas. Next conſidering the project in itſelf, the 
firſt objection that ariſes, and a very important one 
it is no doubt, is, that it ſolely relates to tlie actual pay. 
ments in advance of the caiſſe d'eſcompte, and the 
emiſſion of its notes, which ſuch advances gave riſe to, 
The authors of the memorial take not the leaſt notice 
of the extraordinary exigencies of the ſtate for the en- 
ſuing year, which ſeveral circumſtances muſt render pe- 
euliarly heavy the very firſt months. It is the union of 
ſuch exigeneies to the wants of the preſent moment that | 
"cauſes the chief embarraſſment ; but by leaving o 
this principal difficulty, the choice of reſources ſeemed 
more enlarged, and thoſe propoſed by M. Laborde, like 
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bably ſufficient. It is thought, however, ak Lam: of. 

that opinion, that the creation of fifty thonſand new 
| funds, as would be the caſe. in the propoſition with re- 
gard to all the diſtricts becoming bankers, would be 
too great a loan to be attended with ſucceſss. 

« But I ſhould; obſerve, that perſons, may e Gomes 
| led into error reſpeRting the reſources which the-crea-' 
tion of the; new, funds might afford, from a miſcone p. 
| tion of the words in M. de Laborde's memorial. 
tion, is there made of a loan of two hundred ak — 
nillions to the ſtate; but, theſe two hundred and fifty 
millions were to be compoſed, firſt, of ſeventy, millions. 
| 1787, ſecondly, ; of -a, hundred millions of effetts, the 
| reimburſement of which is ſuſpended, | and-which would: 
be accounted as one half in the payment of the ne 
funds. But the ſeiting off theſe hundred millions in the 
public treaſury, againſt a like capital, of which a-graduay 
leimburſement is required, inſtead of OP a loan be · 
comes an annual charge proportioned to the extent of 
that reimburſement. The only new aid that would 
| then remain would: be the ninety millions deſigned to one 
cure the credit of the caiſſe creſcompte. Vl 
| *1, will not enlarge on that part of M. de e 
plan, which has for its objeft- to diſplay the different 
ſervices which the bank might render the ſtate, as none 
ol chem is peculiar to the inſtitution of ſuch a bank. 
| The books of the royal treaſury are already kept in 
mercantile form, by way of debtor and creditor; and 
| the general reſorm in the ſyſtem there purſued does not 
depend on the inſtitution of a bank; nor is there any 
W occaſion for ſuch an eſtabliſnment, in order to apply the 
taxes 
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taxes pete 0 on the ſeveral] provinces to the payment 
of the expences incurred in each: ſuch a plan is uni. 
formly adhered to: and we muſt regard as perfectly idle 
and fanciful, the repeated ſtones we heat of the conti. 
nual journeying of money from the provinces to Pari, 
and from Paris tothe profinces; at leaſt in what reſp 
the operations of government. If then we ſeparate the 
{chemes laid down by M. de Laborde, what is eſtabliſh. 
ed alteady, and the changes which; to avoid trouble ant 
confuſion, muſt ſueceſſively take place; it will be evi. 
dent that we muſt confine ourſelves to make the bank 
4 mere depoſitary of the public treaſure, and of che ma- 
nagement of the finarſees/ It is very amüfing to the 
fancy to ſee concentered;” ecru in ſingle points 
fach a variety: of tranſaftions, as ean hardly be united 
even in idea; but enpertenet proves, that if there are 
ſome departments either in the revenues or the expen- 
diture; which may be conveniently blended, there arc 
others which we muſt ſeparate, to avoid diſorder, or the 
giving to i e Wees ta a wow 1 n their 
e ve ati bin e HG e $219 
e en, you nn many ing Keie ap 
of the oft urgent neecfſity. Let us defer till a mo. 
ment of more leiſure 'what" barely reſpects plans of fe. 
form, upon which your beſt information muſt be de- 
nved from the light of experience. Every thing may 
be put in motion,” every thing changed upon fix pages 
of paper; but in real adtion, it is only ee not and 
regular progreſs that we can avoid perplexity. 6 
AI be authors of the memorial conclude, with defi 
ing that the bank ſhould be under the mandate or com- 
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for the ſeveral payments made to the king's 8 
tranſmitted by properly authoriſed agents. But by ſuch 
means the directors of a bank would become the over- 
ſters and cenſors of the executive power; and as theſe 
directors could not be acquainted with the ſtate of every 
account but from the examination and eſtimates of their 
book-keepers, a ſimple clerk would be at the bottom 
the great truſtee of the nation, and the only Pong a; 


ſponſible for the execution of its decrees. 1 


41 perfeAly agree with M. de Laborde as to the 
| diſagreeable inconveniences artached to the admiſſion of 


any ſort of bank-notes which-may not be converted into 


caſh at pleaſure. The principles upon which that opi. 
nion is founded, are now ſo perfectly underſtood, that 
there cannot be a difference of ſentiment on the ſubject. 
But ſuch unfortunately: is the power of affairs; ſuch the 
irreſiſtible force of particular circumſtances, that general 
principles, the beſt founded in right reaſon, mult ſomes 


times for a moment give way. It ſhould be obſerved; 


koweyer, that the conſequences of bank. notes, which 


may not be turned into caſh at pleaſure, are not in all 


inſtances ſimilar to the general inconveniences of mo. 
| ney-bills, when a national aſſembly reſolves upon, and 
| guarantees them; when their number is not exceſſive; 

and, above all, when due ſteps are taken to call them in, 
and finally diſcharge them at a ſhort period. The times 
| hich are juſt elapſed, the circumſtances in which we 
| are placed, have no reſemblance to any thing ever 
known before; and if the duty of a miniſter of the 
| finances did not oblige him to calm the minds of men 
u much as poſſible without a breach of truth, he could 

eaſiſy draw a frightful picture of the cantrarieties which 
Vor. I. "MN govern- 


| fix our attention ſolely to the preſent moment. 


aſſiſted the royal treaſury for the good of the nation, a 


in ſeveral foreign ſtates, than the coin of the countries 


ſhakes off ſubordination, and affords eaſy means of evad- 
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government has on every ſide to ſtruggle with. 


* 
0 
* 


The ſtate is indebted to the caiſſe d eee, not 
1 conſequence of any arbitrary influence, as is —_ 
in M. de Laborde's memorial, but from the laudable ge 
neroſity of the directors of that fund; who, in les ex · 
peRtation of a favourable change of affairs, liberally 


good ER ee _ 1 eee 5 al a 
vate concerns. 

But inſtead of Wang hs pita alas ups qt 

ing to the general hope, the darkneſs of the ſtorm has 
been thickening upon us every day; and what are the 
objeAs which now preſent themſelves to our view? A 
hundred and twenty millions of notes in circulation, and 
a continual decreaſe of ſpecie ; a balance of trade tum- 
ed ſo much againſt us by a complication of unfortunate 
circumſtances; that French crowns are in greater plenty 


themſelves; the general prevalence of fears and uncer- 
tainty ruinous to all credit; a ferment which readily 


ing the payment of public taxes; in ſhort, a diſrepute 
brought upon us by a multitude of libels, alternately 
attacking men and meaſures, and deſigned to ſhake the 
only ppops which mow 1 the e n of the 
_ abfortune: | wy id was HE | 
"i San muſt. bed ſomewhat i in 440 5. 
ment io the public welfare to oppoſe ſuch difficulties. 
4 'Phe contrivances to keep up confuſion and dil. 
truſt are numberleſs; but in all attempts to preſerve the 
| bonds of ſocicty, Ge is but one m_— 
eries 
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ſeries of cares and perplexities, and we ſometimes fink 
under the preſſure of a ſingle thought. 

It is in the midſt of ſuch diffiulties that we an 
endeavour not only to diſcharge the ninety millions due 
to the caiſſe d'eſcompte, but alſo provide for the exigen- 


cies of the enſuing year, which may be eſtimated at eighty 
millions, and likely to encreaſe from the ſeveral untoward 
circumſtances pointed, out in my memorial of the 14th 


of November. The taxes repealed or reduced by your 
' deliberations ; the impoſtsof which the payment is with- 
held or 11 all form a deficiency which can never 


even a clearing off, or balance f the common. defici- 
encies; as the anticipation. of the revenues, though 
very much reduced, {till leave a large capital mortgaged 
for the next year; and the whole of that capital, which 
is not replaced by an equivalent of new loans, muſt ne- 
cellarily encreaſe the exigencies of the ſtate. In ſhorty 
the colleftors in all the departments of the revenue, ſome 
influenced by your expreſs or preſumed determinations, 
and others by the fayourable manner in which your al- 
ſembly has countenanced certain motions and memori- 
als think their places will ſoon be aboliſhed, and would 
contrive againſt that time to make themſelyes debtors for 
a part of the money colleacd, in order to ſecure ſome 
compenſation for the income of their offices, or for the 
money they had paid by way of ſecurity. 

« The receivers. general of the finances, who in 1786 
advanced ten millions under the name of prompt pay- 
ment, and who have continued to advance the like ſum 


good by any, computation from the iſt of 
lauuary: nor can we, proceeding from that date, effect 


every Year lince, would not wiſh for juſt reaſon to do ſo 5 


CT Xx2 5 any 
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ny longer; becauſe ſeveral of them look upon the year 
1790 as the final period of their exiflence. From al 
theſe different circumſtances, from all theſe fears, from 
all the perſonal combinations they occafion, there ariſe; 
a general timidity and reſerve very injurious tothe pub. 
lic treaſury ; and, inſtead of the affiftance always given 
b official men to the daily operations of finance, ve 
ſee evety one endeavouring to ſeeure himſelf from any 
poſſible accident. All this is natural, and the inevitable 
confequence'of a change of affairs unpreeedented in 
hiſtory: every thing, no doubt, will in time be retriey. 
ed. The honourable zeal of a great number of muni- 
cipalities, a and ſeveral particular inſtances of patriotiſm, 
afford ſtrong motives for confidence; but the perplex 
ties of the preſent moment are not the leſs forcible; and 
und while the ſole taſk of ſome is to diſplay their genius 
and their knowledge upon great conftitutional queſtions, 
others are engaged in a miſerable war with figures and 
accounts, with a great deficiency ; with the Joſs of pub- 
lic credit; the want of money ; the ſcarcity of corn; 
with diſtreſſes of every kind with the private intereſts 
of individuals, prompted by fear or ſuſpicion; with po. 
pular oppoſition and revolt ; and, what is ſtill more 
Poignant, with wrong opinions, with treacherous inſinu- 
ations, with atrocious calumnies; in a word, with the 
uneaſineſs of the night, of the morning, of the evening, 
and of the enſuing day. Afuredly che difference i 
very great, and deſerves | "Tome" nende or ſome 
pliy. NA OE I: 97 „ 
hut T vill teſunie oy courage, OVAL 12 en- 
W to roulſe yuurs. We/mblt extricate ourſelves 


Nom: theſe ditficulties ; but let us wy Face them in 
_ 4 
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an united body, and not fuffer ourſelves to be Uivided 
by the dangerous influence of felf-loye, of private views, 
of jealouſies, or any other mne en wane 1 
the unanimity ſo eſſential to conqueſt. 
In order to ſet the example of ſuch e ee 
ſyſtem, I have confeſſed that I was not wedded to all the 
parts ol the plan which I propoſed to you, and I wat 
forward to adopt, as far as poſſible; the ideas which 
others ſeemed fond of. Nay more, as from the time 
I formed my ſcheme, till the publication of a neceſſary 
decree, a delay of five'or fix weeks would be unavoidar 
ble, I own chat this delay renders many alterations neceſ- 
fary, for in the time already elapſed, more than eight 
millions in ſpecie have been iſſued from the caiſſe d e. 
compte ; and during the ſame time the public confidence 
in the reſources propoſed to you, has been very much 
ſhaken, as nothing ſtands fo much in need of creditas 
notes iſſued upon the emergency of the moment to ſup- 
ply the abſolute want of caſh. In ſhort, as: I am con- 
vinced that harmony is above all things neceſſary, and 
that a difference of opinion among perſons who can 
give effeftual aid to the finances, would be very-preju- 
dicial to the public welfare, I have ſought a point of 
union with the greateſt earneſtneſs; and che reſult of 
my endeavours will be laid before you by the commit- - 
tce you have appointed to confer with me. My confi- 
dence in them is ſuch, that 1 do not even regret, that 
for want of time, and through a defire of being punc- 
tual to the day you had appointed for hearing their re- 
Port, they could only give: me Toe e e _- 


mation on the ſubjedt. 


8 We ate told of 8 econcurrence of ſemdinvent 
among 


+ it!!! a OI ETOY W 
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among thoſe who are molt likely to render us effe&ual 
ſervice : they pledge themſelves in ſome, meaſure ty 


open again the gaiſſe d' eſcompte on the firſt of next ]uly, 


for the unreſerved payment of its note. It would be cer. 
tainly' impolitic to {tick at a trifling increaſe of expence, 


in order to accelerate ſo defirable an object. Beſides, 


in this new ſcheme, all annual retributions from the pub. 
hic treaſury are given up; we are aſſured of an aid of 


_ eighty millions for the firſt months of the enſuingyear, 
| the credit of the caiſſe d'eſcompte_ is ſupported; means 


are contrived for doing juſtice to ſuch as have any pro. 


perty in that fund, and far giving as much ſatisfaftion 


to all parties concerned as the ſtate of circumſtances can 
poſſibly admit of. It vas, indeed, my earneſt wiſh: 
that the notes of the caiſſe might bear a premium in. 
tereſt, until the payment commences ; but ſeveral diff. 
culties ſtood in the way, and the efforts now uſed to ex. 
pedite the time of payment render my favourite prope. 


ſal of much leſs conſequence, 
„ If, gentlemen, you approve. of the 6:6 which ſhall 


be laid before. you, the only remaining point will be, 


to uſe every poſſible cxertion for its ſucceſs ; and as vc 


cannot even then conſider ourſelves rich, to employ the 
reſources it may afford with the moſt rigid economy 


In ſhort, if new difficulties ariſe, we will endeavour to 
ſurmount them, regardleſs of the cenſures of thoſe who 
believe, or would, at leaſt, make others believe, that in 
our preſent circumſtances it is poſſible at once to 4. 
e to foreſee, and to command every thin. 

Pardon me, gentlemen, for earneſtly preſſing upon 
your notice one fundamental-point, 3 enforced by 


deſire! of ſecuring, public confidence, and d by thoſe 
maxim: 


_— "7 _  _- 
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maxims of common honeſty which no government can 
ever diſpenſe with. This point is to inſure by proper 
expedients the payment of the aſſignments deſtined for 
the caiſſe d eſcompte, and which muſt ſerve as ſecurities 
for its notes. I will even go farther, and aſſert, that 
you cannot legally authoriſe them upon any other terms. 
Nor will it ſuffice, that theſe aſſignments be paid off at 
the expiration of the time fixed ſor ihat purpoſe: all 
poſſible means ſnould be uſed to accelerate that period; 


| and the ſufficiency of the intended une ſhould be 


ieee with the fulleſt evidencgcee. 
4 The ſupplies ariſing from the patriotic aaa Ay 
of a fourth of every man's income proceed but ſlowly. 
In Paris it has not yet amounted to eight. millions. It 
is true, that the time allowed for making a formal dey 
claration of each citizen's revenue not being yet ex · 
pired, we may hope that many will ſtill come forward, 
and render any perſonal: call unneceſſary, The accounts 
alſo ſrom the provinces announce a favourable diſpoki- | 
tion in the people. But the fluctuating ſtate and uncer- 
tainty of almoſt all fortunes may in ſome inſtances: be a 
real cauſe, and in others, a/pretence for delay, Public 


|. ſpirit, however, will be affuredly revived, at a near 
and diſtin view of national ſecurity. | People are dif. 


poſed to give aſſiſtance; they only wiſhed to be ſatisfied 


of its efficacy, and of every perſon's concurring in it. 


We muſt make every allowance for their fears and their 


jjealouſies, I yet hope that all will be happily terminated 


* It remains with you alone, gentlemen, by ſpeedily 


eſtabliſhing the general order of the finances, to pro- 


mote all thoſe deſirable purpoſes to reſtore. public cre- 


ö * to os 206 Individuals: with confidence; to quiet the 


fears | 
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farily afford. It would HI become you to ſhrink from 


cutive powers, the. mea 1 n "oO by 


of the ſtate of the French finances, and eudeavouiing 
to fix the attention of the aſſembly on two effential 
points, the maintaining an exact balance between the ex. 


deficiency which may ariſe from the ſuppreſſion of per 
ticular: taxes. Both, he thought might he effected 


becoming ee eee in the? WISDOM eee ET rieger of 
their reſolves. 


might be nearly his laſt upon the ſame ſubjeR. 


Conceive the difficulty of extricating nations ſo em 
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ſears of the ſtate creditors; and to give ſtability to pri- 
vate fortunes, and to the various comforts they neceſ. 


the difficultics that remain to be ſurmounted; and 1 dare 
affirm, that if you could lend your influence and your 
knowledge to an honeſt miniſter of the finances, and if 

he could communicate to the work that difpatch which 
can only reſult from an union of deliberative and exe. 


s remedied,” e ; 
The miniſter then te by 63 


penditure and the revenue, and the making good any 


ſources; and ſhewed that nothing was ſo immediately 
neceſſary as the vigorous exertions of the afſembly to 
quiet popular alarms, and to inſpire the nation with a 


He again afured the afſembly dh 4 Wee not 1 lll 
ter W his own opinions and plans. He enſorced the 
neceſſity: of promptitude, and by the manner of his al. 
Juding to his former memorials as proofs of his diſinte- 
reſtedneſy; it was plain'to infer'that he conceived ths 


Thus ve fee how much the liberties of a 156 are 
involved in its financial arrangements, and are made to 


e | 
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| las in its money concerns from being again ſwal- 
lowed up by the jaws of deſpotiſm. Taxes and loans 
are the numerous cords which keep the ſeveral parts of 
e goveruments together, they continue io be 
ound or ſpun till their multiplicity diſtracts the ma- 
ee in the management of them; and it becomes, 
s, neceſſary to cut the knot; all at once. That ſuch 
a complete ſevering of this entanglement would have 
been decided on in France at this time is clear; but for 
the moneyed influence. in the alfembly, and the intereſt 
ſurrounding countries had to prevent it. France could 
not have conſented to a bankruptcy without alarming 
erery man in Europe who had a us Hh epa in 80. 
vernment ſecurit ). 1 
The patriotic. part of the 8 not willing to re- 9 
bommend the ſponge, and the other not allowing them- / 
ſelves to think of it, they both, as it wete, united from 10 
different reaſons in a reſolution to give the conſideration wy 
ol the finances priority to all other affairs. The king, it is * 
obvious, was affected with alarm at this time, He ſaw 1 
| danger of Neckar xetiring without eſtabliſhing ; a treaſury 
board. He knew, not how to replace him, His ma- 
jeſty was not on the beſt terms with the aſſembly, but he 
 reſolyed, to better them. A bankruptey, above all 
things, would leave him without power, without inllu- 
ence. An extinction of debt would leave no influence. 
—an abolition of taxes would preſerve no dependants. 
In ſhort, impregnated as he was with the danger of ſuch 
| diſaſter, hereſolved to make a perſonal appeal to the 
national, aſſembly. for its exertion to avert it, and, he 
fixed on a ſhortly diſtant day for that purpoſe. 
The aſſembly now fully faw the neceſſity of direQing 
1 „„ 7 their 
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their whole attention to the ſubjedt of the miniſters np. 
morial, and the committee's report on the ſame fubjel. 
The latter had recommended the ſpeedy diſpoſal of the 
ral eſtates, the church lands and buildings, and 10 
bring the treaty with the city of Paris to a concluſion 
| for the ſale of that part of the above eſtates which ſtood 
| - within its junfdiction. Commiſſioners were immediately 
appointed on both ſides to value it. They were valued, 
and a part of the money paid down; the reſt of the purchaſe 
money was to be paid at ſtated diſtant periods, The 
aſſembly reſolved, by a large majority, “ That all other 
 balmels ſhould be deferred, and its whole attention di. 
 rettcd to the plans propoſed by the committee of 
finance.“ M. Treithard inſiſted upon it, that the aſſem- 
bly would be foon at eaſe upon this ſubjett, if it could 

| expedite the buſineſs of the ſale uf the church lands, 
It would not only be beneficial to the nation, but (he 
was pleaſed to ſay) advantageous to the clergy, that they 
ſhould be freed from the weight of adminiſtering to ſuch 

. vall domains as were attached to the church. In the 
catly ages of chriſtianity, ſaid he, the prieſts had no 
other ſupport than the free offerengs of the faithful, it 
would be reſtoring in our later times the happy days of 
188 the primitive church, to diſencumber its members from 
_ . thoſe temporal cares which muſt inceſſantly attend th: 
F= . poſſeſſion of ſuch an immenſe property. 
The miniſter ſent a reſpeaful meſſage to the afſen- 

wy bly, acquainting it of his bad ſtate of health, and hi- 
1 apprehenſions that he ſhould be under the neceſſity of 
1 retiring from public buſineſs,” but added, that he did nat 
wiſh to Aſſemble the critical, embarraſſed and alarm. 


ing ſtate ke mig len re the treaſury in if w—_ te 
| lourees 
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ſources were not had. He thought two hundred mil- 
lions of livres would be wanted for the ſervice of that 
current year; but, ſays he, J, no violent ſhock is felt 
before 1791, I ſhall have the fulleſt conſidence in the 
public ſecurity.” He adviſed the aſſembly to re-CON- 
ſider their deeree for excluding members from any. poſt 
under government, or ſhare in the miniſtry, while they 
hold a ſeat in the national afſembly.: and added, that it 
was the king's wiſh to ſelett from that houſe proper per- 
ſons to form a board of finance, whoſe combined efforts 
muſt far exceed thoſe of any ſingle miniſter. 

The meſſage and the advice were noticed by many 
in the aſſembly. Tae ſtateſman offered them in the 
way of a patriotic bequeſt ; they were eee e how- 
ever, as he en of 2 mt e 


'LIVRE ROUGE, OR RED. BOOK,, 7 


The e inveſtigations of / the committee 
brought forward another regiſter of corruption, called 
the livre rouge, The voice of the people had called out 
for this book a long while; it was at laſt given up with 
much reluQtance, and in a mutilated form, to the com- 
mittee of finance. Every thing that reſpected the laſt 
years of Louis X'Vih's reign was eraſed, as it was ſaid, 
by the deſire of the king, out of reſpett for his grandfa- 
ther, his deſeendant being Satte n his uc 
condutt ſhould be ſerutinize d. | 

The laſt page of that reign, ad was bd a «Heater 
ol the three firſt months of the year 1774, was ſtill re- 
maining, and contained an account: 85 the OO dif- 
—— of three millions of livres. . 

D 5 The 
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The expences of the new reign, from 1774; till the 
laſt year, amounted to the enormous ſum of two hundred 


and twenty-cight millions. There were about one hyn. 


dred and thirty millions, the application of which waz 
not ſpecified, and where blanks were leſt for the names 
of thoſe who received that money, This clearly de. 
monſtrates the truth of an aſſertion. made by a preſident 
of che ſtates- general, that the houſe of Auſtria made a 
complete prey of the houſe of Bourbon; and tha 
Germany, like an enormous wen fixed to a beautify} 
body, had grown luxuriant, by draining the vital juices 
which ſhould have been diſtributed through France, 
thus emaciating its nen eee n, and 
vigour. | 

Before the intire e eden of n 5 or 14+ 
ther infamous red book, ſome extratts occaſionally ap- 
pearcd to gratify public curioſity, and to excite public 
indignation. One of them contained a very curious 
article—the appointment of no leſs a ſum than two bun- 


dred and thirty-ſix thouſand and -fifty livres in yearly 


penſions, to perſons. who had byen employed in the 
nurſery, or, to uſe the exatl words: of the: book, in al. 
tending the cradles of the count d Artois's children. if 
the infants were ſo expenſive, what mult have been the 
cchſoquenice: as they grew up? 

The chief governeſs of the e had a ies of 


| ixty-four thouſand livres to retire upon; the ſub-gor 


verneſles, eſe in number, had nine thouſand 6x hun. 
dred livres a year cach; and the good woman who 
rocked the Sw” c had an annuity. of four thouſand livres 


aſſigned. her, Could _ one h that ſuch in- 


ances 
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ſtances- of. more. than Oriental. profuſion could, have 
taken. place in an Wie an almoſt bankrupt, 


country? 
M. Ae was ſet down bt 6x e e fix "ot 


may. be eaſily | conjettured what kind of politics came 
ſtom his pen. 

The clerks in the offices — the diſpatch of foreign 
affairz were not forgotten, But after all, the appoint- 
ments of the diplomatic body amounted to the ſum of 
two millions and a half of livres!!! | 

Penſions were giyen away on. the moſt . ac. 
"_ and what was till wor ſe, to fimps, to proſtitutes, 


on annual grants to the amount of one. hundred thou 
ſand, fix hundred and fifty livres 


ceried many of thoſe members who had been ſo warm 
before in eſpouſing the intereſts of the court. They 
vere ſtruck dumb, but not otionleſs, ſor they now only 
changed their tactics; they worked in ſilence and in 
privacy, and were more formidable than before, 
They intrigued—they caballed ; they collected yaſt 


they had not far to ſeek, when it is conſidered that the 
abolition of the feudal laws muſt. have wounded the 
oſtentatious pride of the rich ariſtocracy ; tbat the re- 
| lumption of the church revenues muſt have grievouſly 
| galled the wealthy eccleſiaſtic, and the greedy pluraliſt; 

| that the new criminal and civil code having decreed jul- 
lice to be adminiſtered gratis, muſt have thrown num- 
bers of legal cormorants out oi their * of extortion, 
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red livres: a year for making out political memoirs, It 


and to opera performers, the latter of whom alone en» 


The expoſition of the contents of this book diſcon- 


numbers of the diſaffected about them, to find whom 


In 
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In ſhort, ambition, avarice, and ſuperſtition were de. 
throned, aud conſequently their votaries were diſperſed, _ 
but ready to rally; _ revenge e e ee wh re- 

| er DT : 

Inſtead of open revilings againſt/4 the Patriotic mem. 
ben the anti-revolutionifts breathed plaintive ſighs for 
their undone country; and thoſe who had before been 
the devourers of its blood and ſubſtance, cron to 
weep over its conſumptive condition. 

There had been two fatal engines of arbitrary power 
at work at the ſame time for the deſtruttion of chat coun- 
try the bAsT ILIE and the EN SI ON IIS T. The for- 
mer was the inſtrument” of terror, the latter of cori. 
tion. The one aimed at the liberty, the other at the 
property of individuals. With ſuch weapons, what 
could not any tyrant effect? The haſtille was now 
crumbled into duſt ; the penſion lift was about to be 
_ torn into ſcraps. What then kept that country ſo long 
| in cruel ſufferance ? The een m og es vil 
bers anſwer that queſtion, 

The miniſter of finance fell into ve wich the 
; oy of the national aſſembly. A letter from him, 
requeſting permiſſion to borrow forty millions for the ex. 
igencies of the royal treaſury ; and complatning of the 

unfavourable inſinuations reſpetting his condu in the 
two laſt reports from the committee on penſions, gave 

ſome offence. M. Camus was peculiarly ſevere in his 
remarks: he ſaid, that the farther thoſe matters were in. 
veſtigated, the ſtronger proofs they would afford of the 
ſhameful and profligate waſte of the public money. 
+ When,” continued this gentleman, © the committee 
of * ſent for the book of decifions (a __ 
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to the regiſter of the ſeveral, payments made at the royal 
e, the perſon who is entruſted with the care of | 
this book was avowedly kept out of the way by M. 
Neckar, who attempted to juſtify his unwillingneſs 0 
communicate any documents of that ſort.. in; future, as 
the committee had publiſhed the red book without leave 
either from the king or aſſembly. N 
“ This reg ter, however,“ added M. Camus, & has 
ſince been given up, though. with, the, worſt grace and 
the utmoſt reluctance. There was juſt reaſon, indeed, 
for deſiring to withhold it. Every page proves it to 
be the horrid journal of venality and depredation.” 
M. Camus then mentioned ſeveral inſtances of con- 
' ſiderable ſums proſtituted to the vileſt purpoſes; and 
concluded with moving, that the aſſembly ſhould order 
the ready communication in future of any books, papers, 
regiſters, or other documents, which the committee 
ſhould judge expedient or neceſſary...” 
Several other gentlemen oppoſed. M. 1 
queſt of a loan with great vehemence; and. moved. * 
inquiries by no means implying any great confidence in 
the miniſter's boaſted integrity and diſintereſledneſs. 
After ſome farther debate, the aſſembly decreed, _ 
„That M. Neckar's letter on the loan of forty. — 
lions ſhould. be referred to the committee of finance: 
TFhat the miniſter ſhould, without loſs of time, lay 
before the houſe an exatt account of the ſtate of all the 
public banks; ſhould explain the cauſes of the preſent 
deficiency, and the purpoſe to which the loan was to be 
applied: 
That, in 8 to ſeveral ſormer 8 all 
paper reſpekting the adminiſtration of che finances, all 
journals 
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joutnals of feceipts and expenditure, particulate 
*known under the title of regiſters of deci ions; in thon 
all documents of that ſort-which-may be'thought heceſ. 
ſary, except ſuch as are indiſpenſably wanted in 5 
public offices, ſhall, as ſoon as D wand de communi 
"cared to the different committees” | 


1'80ARCITY OF, eineutazine een. , 


' Deputies from the ſix guilds or trading-companies of | 
the eity of Paris, preſented: an addreſs to the national 


-affembly on the ſcarcity of ſpecie in circulation, and be 
death. blow it gave to the trade of the metropolis," Ile) 
n in a very ſerious and alarming manner, the 
_ "fatal chnſequences of ſuch a'ſearcity.=Marjuſadures | 
vere ſtopped for want of current caſn to pay the work- | 
men, und numberleſs families were thereby deprived of 
"the means of procuring themſelves common neceſſaries 
The notes of the caiſſt defcomptre; they ſaid, were no 
longer negotiable; and the city of Paris in vain had fa 
**Erificed itfelf ſor the public good; in vain had carried 
all its plate to the mint. The money, as ſoon as coined, 
vas picked up by brokers; ho derived a profit in ſend 
ing it into the provinces ; While the the metropolis be. 
came the only victim of all the evils that attend a revo. 
lution, and enjoyed none of the advantages which were 
\ how di ffuſed through the reſt of the kingdom. 
T "Theſe deputies propoſed means to alle viate ibis di- 
telt but the whole vas referted to the committees, abo 
Vere then fitting upon the may of 0 
calſſe canis. 
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| LIBERTY OF THE PRESS. 

The printing preſſes were never before ſo courted as 
at this period. Thoſe which were not aftively occur” 
pied by the ariſtocracy, were paid for their filence. 
V-nel writers ſold themſelves almoſt as openly as porters 
et themſelves to hire; but it ought to be obſerved, that 
they wete moſt of them Frenchmen called from other 
countries expreſsly to become the advocates for abuſes. 
Happily, a few literary men, of acknowledged virtue, 
took the pen in hand, and made a moſt formidable ſtand 
againſt the barbarian affailants of the young Hercules- 
Theſe conteſts frequently introduced the liberty of the 
preſs as a topic of debate in the aſſembly, and a com- 
nittee was ordered to make a report upon it, which was 
done by the abbe Syeyes in their name. 

An abſtrat from his ſpeech on ſo univerſally intereRt- 
ing a ſubjeQ, eannot be diſagrecable to the reader. It 
vill be ſeen with what veneration this great engine of 
knowledge was treated by thoſe very men who were at 
that preciſe time the objefts of its virulence, 

The abbe began with correkting a popular miſtake, to 
ſuppoſe that ſome poſitive law is neceſſary to ſanftion 
the freedom af the preſs. It is not,” ſaid he,“ in 
conſequence of any law that citizens think, ſpeak, writes 
| print, or publiſh their ideas. This privilege is one of the 


4 


ðdwoſt ſacred and unalienable rights of nature. But one of 


the firſt objebts of law, one of the firſt objekts of all [o- 
| gal inſtituions, is to guard the character as well as the 
Property of every individual againſt licentious attack; 
and to prevent the peace and harmony of ſociety from 
being diſturbed by defamatory publications, The abuſe, 
Tor Tt. = 1 . chere. 
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thereſore, of the-preſs, deſerves the inn attention of 
the legiſlature.” 

Ihe mode of reſtraint; 4 coat 5 abbe, «ſhould 
be contrived with peculiar wiſdom and delicacy. 10 
fetter the exertions of genius by rigid laws would not 
only be the. grolleſt violation. of the rights of man, but 


the molt flagrant injury to the. great body- of ſociety, 


The thoughts of an elegant and judicious writer, arc, | 


in ſome meaſure, the eſtate. of the public. By means 
of the freedom of the prels they are thrown into a com- 


mon fund for the benefit of all. mankind.” | 
Alter theſe - eloquent preliminary remarks. the abe 


| divided his diſcourſe into three principal ſektions. The 


firſt contained a detail of the caſes in which a man may be 
eſſentially injured by the writings of another; the ſecond, 
what perlons ſhould be made reſponſible for all printed 
publications; the third ſtated the forms of proceſs. and 
trial, according to which ,authors, or other perſons reſpon- 


ſible for their works were to be condemned or acquitted, 


Here the abbe diſplayed, with all the energy of lan- 


guage, the immenſe benefits which civilized nations de- 


rived from the invention of printing. © Would any 
legiſlator,” ſaid he, “ propole to reſtrain the exerciſe 


of an art of ſuch undeſcribable utility, if juſtice to the 
whole world did not enforce ſuch reſtrictions ? It is to 


printing that we are indebted for the greateſt part of our 
private enjoyments ; and by it we are enabled to com- 
munjcate our ideas from one extremity of the globe 10 
another. Nor are its advantages leſs ſtriking in a 
political point of view. The preſs i is the ſentinel and 


ſafeguard of public liberty ; - and i it is alluredly the fault 


of any government not to > derive from ſuch a ſource, 
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the moſt deſirable aſfiſtance. Are you e the 
plan of any laudable undertaking ? Grant but full ſcope 
10 the liberty of the prels, and this favourite meſſenger 
of wiſdom will ſoon convey to you every neceſſary i in- 
formation, The preſs has CHANGED: -THE FATE OF, 
Evrors ; it will CHANGE THE FACE OF THE ou” 
ve8s84 it is a new faculty given to man for the beſt and 
moſt exalted purpoſes.—It has been aſſerted by ſome 
philoſophers, who could read the future only in the paſt, 
that little ſtates alone were ſuſceptible of civil liberty. 
The preſs has conveyed to us much fublimer ideas; and 
it can no longer admit of ' a doubt, that the greateſt 


nation is as e or Heß Free 3 as the malleſt x re- 5 


public.“ 

Theſe juſt and important rellections were followed 
by the form of a decree under four heads; the firſt. 
pointing out the abuſes of the preſs ; the ſecond, the 


invaſion of copy right ; the third, the reſponſibility of 


authors, printers, bookſellers, and other diſtributers ; $ 
the laſt ſpecified, the forms of trial for puniſhing, 
the qo pomp if they; mig be lo termed, of the 


The abbé coneluded ks 1 plan of regula. * 


| tions with the form of judicial proceeding. He pro- 
| poſed to haye cauſes tried by the ordinary judges, al- 
| liſted by a jury of ten + perſons dt ng out of twenty, 

= literary men; + 

Now, although very large ſums of money were ae 


| tributed by the court to the corrupt editors of two ail - 30 (= 
| newſpapers, and oaths to that efte&t- walt taken before 2 


the committee, yet a forbearance to proſecute at that, 
4 ime Was” OR prudent, and theſe aſſaſſins of their 
| 2 2 2 country's 
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5 c 2untry 's freedom were left to bent puniſhmens fo 
| grompt but more ob 


© CONSPIRACIES. _ 


The oublic mind, at this period, was Goes et 
by reports'of conſpiracies and plots to work a counter 
revolution. The apprehending the Maxgu1s de Fa. 
vRas had inereaſed theſe apprehenſions. M. Tyxcar 
alledged on oath that the accuſed had communicated io 
bim a plan for forming a body of cavalry ; that this 
body was to be compoſed of men diſtinguiſhed for their 
attachment to the king's perſon ; that he had himſelf 
been commiſſioned by M. de Fayras to raiſe a corps of 
Vell affected troops, for the expreſs purpoſe of carrying 
off the king, the royal family, and the keeper of the 
ſeals; and finally, that his deſign was to take the horſes 
out of the king's ſtables for the uſe of thoſe troops, had 
he not been refuſed by M. de Saint Pricſt, 

As the name of the Ki brother was introduced i in 

royal highneſs writ a 
letter as ; follows, to” "the national aſſembly, with the view 
to take off the ill effect of the TOTO which had gone 
abroad. | 


Mr. PrzesIDaNT, 


« The apprehending. of M. as 3 having given 
riſe to many calumnics, ſome of them aimed, at me, and 
the buſineſs being now-before the committee of the po. 
lice, I thought proper to addreſs to the common coun- 
cil of Paris, a declaration that might remove from the 
minds of honeſt men every doubt which had been in- 


duſtriouſly excijed ; and 4 n it now my duty to in 
= | form 


* 
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n be national aſſembly of that ſtep, as abi king's 
brother ſhould guard himſelf even from ſuſpicion. Be- 
gdes, the affair of M. Favras is of too much importance 

| to be paſſed over by the aſſembly, or to admit of any 

backwardneſs on my part, in GY an earnell e 
| that the whole may be made public. 

„ You will much 90 5 me by reading to the aden. 
bly this letter. | 

4 beg of you, Mr. Prefideda, to be | perſely'x 5 

| ſured of my aalen eſteem.“ | 

| Mara 
35 ' Lovis  XAVIER, 


The trial of this M. Py Favras took up ſeveral days. , 
| All Paris was in a ſtate of anxiety to know what would 
be the iſſue of it, as a great many perſons of diſtinction 
connetted with the prifoner, were ſaid, or fuppoſed to 
be, implicated in ihe affair. At twelve o'clock at night, 
on the 12th of February, the court of the Chatelet 
| found him guilty of high treaſon, and pronounced the 
ſollowing ſentence upon him (for the inſtrument of exe- 
| cution deviſed by M. Guillotin was not as yet in uſe). 


DE FAVRAS” SENTENCE AND EXECUTION. | 
The priſon of the Chatelet was ſurrounded: by a pro- 
digious crowd of people, impatient to hear the final 
judgment on de Favras. His trial laſted till twelve 
o clock at night, when the c Mrs the = 
| lowing ſentence: : 5 
We declare the n ts Ferns fully eie 
| of a ſcheme to bring about a counter. revolution in 

| France ; ; to bribe the * N to aſſemble 


258 7 SKETCH OY TiC 1 


the mal.contents in the provinces ; to introduce foreign 


troops into the kingdom; to aflaſſinate three of themoſt 
diſtinguiſhed guardians of the public liberty,—y, 


Neckar, M. Bailli, and M. de la Fayette; to ſeize 


upon the king's perſon, and to carry his majeſty and the 
royal family to Peronne; to diſſolve the national af. 


ſembly ; and to ſurround: Paris with troops, which by 


cutting off its ſubſiſtence muſt ſoon compel it to ſur. | 


render. For which nefarious deſigns we condemn him 
to make the amende honorable before the principal gate 
of the cathedral, in a ſhirt ſmeared over with brimſtone, 
with his head and feet bare, holding in his hand a blaz. 
ing torch of two pounds weight; having a label on his 
breaſt and back, with this og, cena | 


a, CONSPIRATOR AGAINST THE : STATE, 


From the cathedral he ſhall be conveyed in a cart to 
the common place of execution ¶ Place de Greve), where 
he ſhall confeſs on his knees his having rafhily and 
wickedly meditated the commiſſion of all the above 
recited crimes ; and ſhall þeg pardon of God, of his 


country, of his ſovereign, and of violated juſtice; aſter 


which he ſhall be hanged till dead, on a eee 


for the purpoſe in the Place de Greve. 
This ſentence was executed at two o'clock on the 


Friday following; and though the people, ever ſince 


the commitment of this traitar to his country, had been 


very clamorous for his death, yet their fury abated at 
the view of his humiliation and ſufferings ; nor did they 
aggravate the rigours of jultice by we Se in- 


5 0 of the 2 victim. 
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1 at this Dr a of 'the revolution univerſal | 
ſufrage in the election of repreſentatives, and un fetter. | 
ed qualification in the elected, were propoſed again and 
again in the different Win of be nnen on e 
conſtitution. $5 B04 ; l 

As a qualification . to emitte a citizen to be 
choſen member of the aſſembly, it had been decreed; 
that no man ſhould be eligible whoſe direct contribution 
to the public revenue did not amount to fifty livres. 
Some members having made unavailing motions to re- 
peal this decree, the commons of Paris femonſtrated on 
the ſubjet. To this remonſtrance was oppoſed the ar- 
zument that, however ſuſceptible of patriotic ſentiments 
a citizen might be, yet, if he had no property, he could 
not have the ſame intereſt i in the bam ines of 5 ate 
as a man of fortune. | EL 

A ſtill worſe argument Wan this" was mids afe of, 
which was, that it would be a bad omen' of the Nability 
of the conſtitution, to repeal a decree ſo often confirm- 
cal, ſanctioned by the king, and received in all the pro- 
vinces; adding, that it would be furniſhing the enemies 
of the legiſlature with weapons, to IVE them arte an ex- 
ample of fickleneſs and inconflancy. = e 

The commons from this Wenn of the ariflocrmie 
inlluence which preponderated in the aſſembly, and did 
not heſitate to ſay openly, that the views of the people 
could never be anſwered by a legiſlature ſo compoſed. 
They were ſupported in theſe opimons and declarations” 
by the democratic ſtrength of Paris; and it was very 
plain to foreſee, that they would in the end _ the 
alcendancy i in opinion from numbers, 1 

What tended more. than any other means to bring 15 
ariſto- 


4 
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ariſtocracy into diſrepute, was the frequent diſcoveries 
made of the underhand and treaſonable proceedings of 
- ſome of the order, as adherents of the ſugitive prince. 
Theſe were openly announced at the commons, or pub. 
liſhed in the papers. A mademoiſelle de Biss v was ac. 
cuſed of ſending twenty-five thouſand livres to the count 


d' Ax Trois, and with having formed a ſcheme to excite 


a ſerment among the market women. A relation of ibis 


lady, a monſieur de Livson was accuſed of having en. 


liſted men for a ſecret ſervice; and that the office for 
which theſe nefarious practices was kept was at made. 
moiſelle de Biss v's. The chevalier de Rz:cx14zn, and 
the abbe DovcLas, were mvolved i in nearly * ſans 
accuſations. | | 


Freſh and more alarming inſurreQions than ever, had 
now broken out, occaſioned by the lords of the manors 
exaQting- with uncommon rigour, juſt before the aboli- 
tion of feodality, their ancient dues or revenues, The 
royal proclamations had commanded the military to aſſſt 
the magiſtrates throughout. the country whenever called 
upon in the exerciſe of the powers: entruſted to them. 
_ Theſe ſeignorial lords, therefore, did not heſitate to 
claim this military aid in the collection of their feudal 
revenues, It had therefore become a praAice for the 
| Rewards to go from houſe to houſe, and from hut to 
hut, with a file of mem in ang colleftion of their 
monies. _ 

In Britanny a lord of the manor had ordered the 
hand-mills of ſeveral of the poor. peaſantry to be de- 
ſtroyed, that they might be forced to carry their corn to 
be ground at his mill, and he thereby not deprived of 


his 
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his rapacious toll out of iheir ſcanty pittance, In 
Quercy, Limofin, and Perigord, the people had long 

goaned under the double yoke of national and domeſ- 
tic oppreſſion; but they now ſeemed determined to 
elfen by violence the overthrow of all that remained of 
the old ſyltem, and of every claim which had dean en- 
ſorced to this time by. petty tyranß . 

The aſſembly bad paſſed ſome reſolutions for ow res 
jef of the peaſantry in this reſpeQ; and a feudal committee 


was preparing a report upon ſuch logal duties as the 


landed proprietors throughout the kingdom ought only - 


io exact, and of ſuch others as juſtice, humanity, and 


ſound policy concurred to aboliſh. But the people, now 
rouſed, were impatient of the delay; they proceeded to 
ads of outrage and devaſtation ; they burned many fine 
ſeats of the nobility ; and deſtroyed the title deeds of 
| the manors wherever they found them. Reports of 
| theſediſturbances being made to the aſſembly, i it paſſed 
a decree & that the king be requeſted to give immediate 
orders for the execution of the decree paſſed ſome time 
before for maintaining the public tranquillity,” as alſo 
that the preſident write to the municipalities where the 
diſturbance; had taken place, expreſſing the concern of 
the aſſembly, that the continuance of ſuch tumults muſt 
| oblige the executive power to employ. in quelling chem 
| all the force entruſted to it by the legiſlature, 

| Theſe ſpreading commotions haſtened the labours of 
the feudal commines and e wa e 
| ROTO . 
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It is impoſſible to dilate upon this ſubjeR with much 
backed to the general reader, as well from its tediouſ 
as from the obſcurity of the terms uſed in it, and for 
which our, language (ſo far it is happy for us) has ng 
words of equal import; they were not even intelligible 
to thoſe, Frenchmen who had nevertheleſs a tolerable 
knowledge of the hiſtory and common laws of their 
country. The origin of the French feudal laws is loft 
in the remoteneſs of time. They have been differently 
ſpoken of by hiſtory, according to the prejudices the 
writers lay under. Some have called them wiſe and po- 
litic ſyſtems, as they were adapted to the circumſtances 
which gave riſe to them. The intelligent and unbiaſſed 
mind muſt, however, at firſt ſight diſcover them to have 
been ſhameful uſurpations of n over weakneſs—of 
gan over ignorance. | 

But though we were'to admit wich: 05 8 that 
he ſeudal ſyſtem might, in the days of turbulence and 
rapine, have occaſionally afforded Protection to the ſee · 
ble, and ſubſiſtence to the indigent, it is not leſs true 
that they have been uniformly a ſource of the moſt flag- 
rant and tyrannical oppreflion. | 

In the decrees of the 4th of Auguſt, the ede 

which gave a nullity to theſe tyrannic inſtitutes was con- 
ſecrated; and perhaps the French ariſtocratic influence 
in no one blow received ſo great a ine as in the abo 


+. htion of this odious ſyſtem. 


The zealous advocates for the ts of man o ml 
| have rejoiced to ſee the thunderbolts of truth and jul. 
tice hurled with ſuch happy effect againſt that e 


* 
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of oppreſſion. This gothic edifice was thrown into & 
heap of ruins by the moral ſtrength of an enlightened 
legiſlature, juſt as the baflille was demoliſhed by the 
phyfical power of an enflamed people. By this reform. 
the tenant and farmer were put.upon a proper footingy 
and no longer held in a ſlate of vaſſalage to a petty tyrant, 
What a grand viciſſitude! what a charming obje@ for © 
the philoſopher to behold! A bateful ſy ſtem, of fifteen. 
centuries duration, overturned by the breath of reaſon ; 
and though, like the deadly yew tree, it bad ſtruck deep 
root, ablorbing the nutritious juices of the earth, and 
ſpreading the baneful ſhade of its immenſe branches 
over the face of the whole country, killing all which its 


nutes, by the political xzrorRMING 5 was it cut in 
two, and fell almoſt without a craſh. . 

The ſame preſſing motive obliged the aſſembiy to 1 
ſome decrees relative to the army, which als to " 


into eee ſtate. 


THE ARMY, 


New arrangements. from time to time 205k place in in 
lhe army, which it is not intended particularly to notice. 
A military committee was formed to inſpett the condi- 
tion of the forces, and examine the returns. | 

The chief alterations about this period were the 
equalizing | it throughout. It. was reſolved _ 

To aboliſh all partial privileges in eyery corps. 


ed, to expend no more money upon mercenary corps: 
exceptions, however, were made with reſpe& to the 
bviſs, then in the pay and ſeryice of France, 
„%% To 


- 
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overcharged leaves. dropped upon ; yet, in a few mi- 


Propoſitions were made by the committee, and 3 


* 
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To encreaſe the pay of both horſe and foot. 

To penſion e at an earlier period 5 four yean 
than formerly. 

Regulations were made with regard to the chez 
boch of cavalry and infantry in their favour ; encreaſed 
allowance of provender for horſes, and camp and par 
ſon allowance for the ſoldiers. 

The aſſembly refolved alſo, That the king is the i 
preme chief of the army. No foreign troops can be 
admitted into the kingdom, unleſs by virtue of an a of 
the legiſlative body, ſanctioned by the king. The ex. 
pences of the army are to be determined by the legifla. 
ture. The. legiſlative or executive powers cannot bar 

the right of any citizen's admiſſion to the various ranks 
bf the army. The army is every year, on the 14th of 

July, to take the civic oath decreed by the national 
aſſembly. The ſtanding army ſhall confiſt of one hun. 
dred and forty two thoufand men for proteQion againſt 
foreign enemies, and one hundred thouſand men are to 
be enrolled in various parts of the kingdom, to be vell 
trained, and fit for all the occaſional duties of war— 
Such was to be the regulation with reſpeRt i to the wy 

while the ' country was not at war. 

The king, now ſeeing that the executive pover had 
no longer any terrors for the people, and that there was 
no chance of its regaiuing additional force but by a 
co-operation with the legiſlative. He being moreover 
appriſed of the great defalcation of the revenue, from a 
diſinelination in one part of the people to pay the taxes 
and a diſability, in the other; he again reſorted to the 

aſſembly, and made one of the beſt ſpeeches he had ever. 
delivered there or any where elſe. It is eaſy to 1 5 
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from that ſpeech, that he had a preſage of the comiag 
extinftion of titles, and that he felt the utter impoſſibility 
of.carrying forward a government of any kind without 
ſome life and vigour could be infuſed into the finances. 
The gabelle, or duty on ſalt, was now wholly evaded 
in ſome of the provinces, and ſmuggling of every kind 
carried on in the face of the revenue collectors them- 
ſelves, infomuch, that many of the cuſtom houſes did 
not take money enough to pay the officers which belong- 
ed to them. The uſual notice was ſent to the preſident 
that the king was coming to the aſſembly, which he hail 
no ſocher entered, and the accuſtomed ceremonies 
paſſed over, *than he n as een the mem- 
bers being all. preſent. 


KING'S 6 To THE NATIONAL 414547 ON 
THE DISTRACTED STATE or THE COUNTRY, | 


« Gentlemen, | 8 
“The very alarming ſituation of W affairs is the - 


ference the progreſſive looſening of every bond of civil 
order and good government ; the ſuſpenſion or inac- 
tivity of juſtice ; the diſcontent which the forfeiture of 
private claims has given, riſe to; the claſh of party ; 
the fatal enmities that ſpring from long fomented diſ- 
ſenfions ; ; the critical ſtate of the revenue; the fears and 
agitations of men's minds; in ſhort, that concurrence of 
untoward events, which cannot but hill every real friend 
to his country with the moſt anxious concerti for its 
proſperity and welfare; | 

An important obje& cuz itſelf to your views; $ 
"ol it mult be attained without an increaſe of tumult, 
' without 


FR... 


cauſe of my preſent viſit. I cannot behold with indif. 
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8 any new convulſions. I think it my. duty to 
8 that I hoped to condu you to ſo deſirable an 
end by a calmer and more peaceful route, when I fri 


formed the deſign of convening this aſſembly, and of 
uniting for the beſt of purpoſes, the knowledge and 
the zeal of the repreſentatives: of the nation, Bu 


though my fond hopes were in that, reſpe& diſappointed, 


my happinels and my glory are not leſs intimately con. 
need wich the ſucceſs of your preſent labours, 


In the ſteady proſecution of thoſe labours 1 have 


vigilantly guarded againſt the influence of ſurrounding 
calamities. When France was laſt year threatened with 


the horrors of famine, new reſources were opened, aud 
immenſe ſupplies procured by the moſt vigorous exer- 
tions. The confuſion which aroſe from the former {late 
of the finances, from the decline of public credit, from 
the exceſſive ſcarcity of money, and the rapid diminu- 


tion of the revenue, that confuſion has been at lealt 
checked in its alarming progrels, and its dreaded effytts 
bave been hitherto avertcd. I have every where, but 
more eſpecially in the capital, alleviated the dangerous 
conſequences of the want of employment for the poor 
and induſtrious, and notwithſtanding the late weakneſs 
of the executive power, I have maintained the king- 


dom, though not in ſo perfe& a calm as I could have 
wiſhed, yet in a ſtate of tranquillity ſufficient to receive 


_— ee benefit of a judicious and well regulated ſyſtem of - 
Civil liberty. In ſhort, though our internal ſituation 


was known to the world, and though other nations vere 


agitated by political - ſtorms, I have preſerved peace 
abroad, and have kept up, with all the powers of Hu- 
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rope, web an intercourſe of reſpeRt and friendſhip as is 
neceſſary to render that peace durable. 


„After having thus preſerved you from every ai 


fvourable oppoſition to your cares and your labours, 
[ think the moment now arrived, when it is eſſential to 
the intereſt of the ſtate that 1 ſhould concur'in a ſtill 
more manifeſt and unequivocal manner with the execu- 
tion and ſucceſs of every thing you have concerted for 


| the benefit of France. I cannot embrace a more fa- 


yourable opportunity than is afforded by your ſoliciting 


my aſſent to decrees intended to eſtabliſh a new ſyſtem 
of government, which muſt have ſo important and pro- 
pitious an influence on the happineſs of ww e : 


and the proſperity of this empire. 

« You know, gentlemen, that above ten years' fine; 
before the wiſhes of the nation were made known to me 
reſpefting provincial afſemblies, I had begun to ſubſti- 
wte this kind of adminiſtration to that which had been 
conſecrated by ancient and long uſage. Experience 


| having confirmed me in my opinion of the utility of ſuch | 
| eſtabliſhments, I wiſhed to extend the benefit of them 
to all the provinces of my kingdom; and in order to 
ulleſt ſhare'of general 
| confidence, I defired that the members, of whom they! 
vere to be compoſed, ſhould he elected by the free ſyf- 

| ſrages of their fellow citizens. Vou have made many 


| ſecure to thoſe inſtitutions the 


| Improvemehts upon this plan, and the moſt eſſential, 
no doubt, is chat equal and judiciouſly projetted ſubdi- 

vilion of the kingdom, which, by removing the old im- 
| politic ſeparation of province from province, and re- 
| gulating your ſyſtem by the nice equipoiſe of univerſal 


| Jultice, tends to o unite, as it { were, the different parts of 


the 


* 
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| the kingdom in the ſame. ſpirit and the ſame. inter. 


This great idea, this ſalutary deſign is entirely Owing to 


5 you. Nothing leſs than a concurrence of ſentiment on 
. the part of the repreſentatives of the nation—nothing 
leſs than their juſt aſcendancy over general opinion 
could have enabled them to undertake with confidence 


a reform of, ſuch magnitude, and ſubdue by the force 


of reaſon all the reſiſtance of een o Pans 


and of private intereſts, _ 
„I ſhall favour, I ſhall aon by all. the means in 


my. power the ſucceſs of this vaſt ſyſtem, on which, in 


my opinion, the ſalvation of France depends; and! 
*, think it neceſſary to declafe, that from the cleareſt view 
bol he internal ſituation of the kingdom, and of the 
' dangers that ſurround us, I am fully convinced a nev 


order of affairs muſt be eſtabliſhed, or the kingdom will 


be expoſed to all the calamities of anarchy. 


Leet all true citizens reflett upon it as I hrs dons 
by confining their attention ſolely to the welfare of the 


ſtate; and they will ſoon ſee, notwithſtanding the cou - 


trariety of private opinions, that a ſuperior intereſt 


| hould this day unite them all. Time will amend what 
ever may be defettiye in the code of laws now pre- 


paring in this aſſembly; but-every enterpriſe tending to 
ſhake the principles of the conſtitution itſelf, every com- 
bination of party entered into for the purpoſe of ſub- 


verting thoſe principles, or of weakening their happy 


influence, would ſerve only to introduce amongſt us all 
the dreadful evils of diſcord;.end. ſuppoſing ſuch an 
attempt againſt my, people and myſelf ſhould prove | 


: on as it would . ok IA e of 75 
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the bleſſings wil the new order of things hald out to. 
us in brilliant/perſpettive; 
Let us all then ee s cheriſh ſuch well-founded | 
hopes,andthink only of realizing them by our unanimity. 
Let it be every where known, that the ſovereign and 
ſentatives of the nation are united in one intereſt, 
in one wiſh; that ſuch an opinion, ſuch a firm aſſur- 
ance may diffuſe throughout the provinces a ſpirit of 
| peace and good will, and that all citizens reſpeftable 
| for their integrity, that all thoſe who can render eſſential 
ſervice to the ſtate by their abilities and their zeal, may 
be ready to fill the ſubordinate departments of adminif- 
tration, the vigour and efficacy of which in all its 
branches are eſſential to the re-eſtabliſhment of orders 
and to the proſperity of the kingdom. * 
„ muſt not difſemble; that in order to attain this 
end much ſtill remains to be done. Real ſucceſs can 
only be obtained by a firmneſs of reſolution, by a gene- 
ral and common effort. Continue, then, your labours 
vithout any paſſion but the love of your country; let 
the welfare of the people, and the ſecurity of civil li- 
berty be the firſt objeQs of your attention; but endea- 
your allo to remove every cauſe of diſtruſt, to quiet 
that uneaſineſs, and thoſe fears which have driven from 
France ſo many of her citizens, and the effect of which 
forms a painful contraſt with thoſe laws of ſecurity and 
freedom you mean to eſtabliſh, Proſperity vill only 
return with general content. As we ſee hope in every 
point of view, let us be impatient to ſee ee alſo 
* where enlivening the proſpect. 


* Ifeel a Pages in LOR that the WO is not Far 
off, when all Frenc | | 
Vol. 1. 


y N , nung _- : \ _ = | 
y 3 mp a wr ag cls REI IT e. : 1 * * | 

—ꝛZ— — — — 2 —— Kn 1 * a Sa 4 $ e Fi ? _ 4 2 

« <- 2 A MY ne EP EE EI 2 — r Fe 
- a : - l 5 1 1 eds — 3 ** 
2 * 2 8 ** Ws . CT — — wm. n 
GT * * — — ; Fa any Kos < 
* E 
4 15 0 0 
5 - 
* 


870 SKETCH or TUE 


ledge the benefit of forgetting the little diſtinAion of 


rank or quality, when their joint endeavours ate rc. 
| quired to promote the public good, and that proſperiy 
of their country, which muſt be equally intereſting io | 


every, claſs:of citizens. Every one will henceforward 
ſce, that, in order to be called upon to ſerve the ſtate 
in any capacity, the only qualifications are eminent abi- 
1 95 or eminent virtues. 

'4 But, at the ſame time, whatever. nnd) « 4 nan 
if the' antiquity, and continuance of any family's illi. 
trious ſervices, is a diſtinction which nothing ſhould de. 
fliroy ; and as it is intimately connected with the dutics 
of gratitude, thoſe who, in every rank, aſpire to ſerve 
their country with effect, and thoſe who have already 
ſucceeded in ſuch patriotic endeavours, are intereſted 
in reſpeQting that tranſmiſſion of titles or of honourable | 
record, the ee inſeritance Wil can be conveyed to 
poſterity. 

Nor ſhould the rele Jn to he miniſters of re- 
ligion be by any means aboliſhed. When the reverence 
in which they are held is chiefly attached to thoſe ſa- 
cred truths which are the ſafe-guard of morality and 
good order, all-virtuous and well informed citizens will 
_ an equal concern to maintain and defend it. 

No doubt thoſe who have given up their pecuniary 


dy thoſe who will no longer form as before a 


diſtinct political order in the ſtate, find themſelves ſub- 
jetted to ſacrifices of which I know the full importance; 


but 1 am perſuaded they will be generous enough 10 


ſeek no other reparation for ſuch private loſſes than in 
the public advantages which may be fairly expcticd 


from the cltabliſhment of the national aſſemblies. 
706 wo might 
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41 might alſo mention ſeveral loſſes of my own, if 
the great intereſts of the tate ſuffered me to enter into 
any details of private concern ; but J enjoy an ample; a 
atisfaftory, and abundant compenſation in the increaſe 
of my people's: happineſs ; and the hrs 1 ee ex- 

iſ; flows from the bottom of my heart: 

« 1 ſhall therefore defend, I ſhall maintain conſti- 
tutional liberty; the principles of which are: confecrat- 
ed by the harmony that prevails between my own wiſhes 
and thoſe of the public. I ſhall do more; and in con- 
cen with my queen, Who joins me in ſentiment, I ſhall 
form betimes my ſon's mind and heart to the new order 
of affairs, brought about by circumſtances; 1 ſhall ace 
cuſtom him, from bis early years, to ſhare in the happi- 
neſs of his people, and to be convinced, whatever flat- 
terers may aſſert to the contrary; that a wiſe'conſtitution 
will preſerve him from the'dangers of inexperience, and 
that juſt liberty adds a new value to the ſentiments of 
love and fidelity, of which the- French nation have for 
ſo many ages ON) their lorercight! ey moſt x 
proz., 207 | 

do not Ainet the leaſt Sus vor Hi bowplle 
ing your work, you will exert yourſelves with candour 
and wiſdom to flrengthen the executive power, without 
vhich it would be impoſlible to preſerve any laſting'or- 
der at home, or any reſpeRQability abroad. You tan 
have no jealouſies lurking in your breaſts. It is yo 
duty therefore, as citizens and faithful repreſentatives of 
the nation, to ſecure to the tate, and to public liberty, 
that ſtability which can only be derived from an aftive 
ond protecting authority. You cannot ſurely forget, that 
vithout ſuch authority, all the parts of your conſtitu- 

; „ F 
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tional ſyſtem would want both conneRtion and ſymme. 
ty; and while your thoughts are direQed to that liberty 
which you and I equally admire, do not loſe fight of 
this conſideration, that any diſorder in government, by 
_ cauſing a confuſion of powers, often, degenerates, thro 
blind violence, into the moſt eee and en 
of all tyrannies. 7 
Abus, gentlemen, it is not for 3 as of 40 ot 
ſet my own perſonal concerns in any ſort of competi. 
tion with the-laws and inſtitutes that are to regulate the 
fate of the empire, but for the bappineſs, the proſperity, 
and political conſequence of our country, I conjure you 
to diveſt yourſelves of every impreſſion for the mo. 
ment, which might hinder. you from examining in a 
collective point of view what'ſuch a kingdom as France 
requires, with reſpett to its vaſt extent, its immenſe po- 
pulation, and its inevitable foreign connections. 
Nor will you neglett thoſe other objetts of legiſla- 
tive attention, the manners, the character, and the. ba- 
bits of a people, who are become too celebrated in 
Europe for the peculiarity of their temper and genius, 
to leave it a matter of indifference whether to preſerve 
or to alter, by the force of new inſtitutions, thoſe mild, 
generous, and endearing ſentiments for ck my have 
been ſo much admired. 

.* Set them alſo an example of thus pin of ave 
which is the ſaſeguard of property, of that right re. 
ſpeed by all nations, not the work of chance, not the 
reſult of imaginary privileges, but the ſacred baſis of 
n order, the great principle of ſocial harmony. 

hy what iatality, when peace began to be reſtored 


have n tumults been excited + in the provinces? hs 
| w 
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Vat fatality do the people there abandon themſelves to 
new exceſſes? Join with me in repreſſing them: let us 
prevent, with all our might, any criminal violence from 
diſgracing a period which ſhould be wholly taken up in 
plans of national happineſs. Do you, who have ſo many 
jult claims to public confidence, do you ſhew: their true 
intereſts to a people, who are led aſtray, to a good peor 
ple, whom 1 hold ſo dear, and by whom: thoſe, who 
would ſooth my uneaſineſs, aſſure me I am loved. Ab! 
if they knew how much I «ſuffer when I hear of any 
unjuſt invaſion. of private property, or of any act of 
perſonal violence, perhaps tiey would not ſubjett me 
to ſuch bitter anguiſh. Hr here hn  kt9] 
cannot ſpeak to you of the important concerns 
of the ſtate, without preſſing you to concert ſome im. 
mediate and deciſive meaſures for reſtoring order to the 
finances, and for quieting the alarms of an infinite num- 
ber of perſons who are more or leſs concerned in the re- 
ſources of the ſtate. It is, time to quiet ſuch general 
_ uneaſineſs,—lIt is time to reſtore full vigour to public 
credit, You cannot undertake every thing at once. 1 
therefore beg of you to reſerve till a moment of greater 
leiſure, a part of thoſe ſalutary regulations, of which your 
colletted wiſdom has already formed the comprehenſive 
ſcheme.— But when you add to your former labours a 
viſe and rational plan for the adminiſtrationof juſtice; 
when you eſtabliſh. a nice balance between the public 
Expenditure and revenue; in ſhort, when you finiſh the 
great work of the conſtitution, you will have the moſt 
undoubted right to public gratitude; and in the ſucceſ. 
live continuance of 
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ming more _ be neceffary than to add from year to 


year new means of proſperity to thoſe which you have 


already prepared. May this day on which your ſove. 


reign is come to unite himſelf to you in the moſt candd 
and intimate manner, prove a memorable era in the 
hiſtory of this empire It will be ſo, if my ardent wiſhes, 
if my preſſing exhortations can be the fignal of peace 
and harmony amongſt you. Let thoſe who are fill 


_ averle to conciliating meaſures, make a ſacrifice to me 


of all the ſtings of ſecret reſentment. I will reward 
them with gratitude and affe ction. Let us all profeſs 
from this very day let all, following my example, pro- 
ſels but one opinion, one intereſt, ove will, an attach- 


ment to the ne conſtitution, an ardent deſire of pro- 


mot ing the 3 the eee = ee of 


| Fr; rance.” 
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This FORO fuch Aa one as at bs enden ſion 


the mouth of a patriot king, if be ſhould ſpeak his On 


ſentiments, was well received, and though it was known 


to have been the compoſition of M. Neckar, yel his 


majeſty did not loſe the flattering homage which it was 
calculated to draw. It is, however, and always was, 
the wis fortune of royalty to be made what thioſe neareſt 
to it would have it, and the ſubſequent conduct of this 
monarch taught the people, at length, to ſet lefs and leſs 
177 age ſuch roms wrecks ee eg By By 


"The, preſidents reply # to the: : kings ſpoceh » was as 
og e , 


The W en beholds with hs moſt lively 


graicade but without * the generous and 
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_ paternal c condutt of your majeſty. 'Regardleſs of che 
pomp and ſplendour of the throne; you knew, fire, that 
in order to convince every mind, and ſecure every 
heart, it was enough for you to ſhe your virtues in 
their plaineſt form. And when your majeſty comes in 
the midſt of the repreſentatives of the nation, to enter 
into an engagement with them, to love, maintain, and 
defend the conſtitution and the laws, 1 ſhall not run the 
riſk of weakening, by the faintneſs of inadequate de- 
ſcription, the teſtimonies of gratitude, reſpe&t, andaffeo- 
tion that France owes to the patriotilm of her king. 
They will be beſt expreſſed in the language of genuine 
ſentiment,” which every — muſt be e 
with on ſuch an affecting oecaſion. . 

The king's ſpeech, and, above all, his tk in 2 
aſſembly, appeared to give a degree of undue exultation 
to the ariſtocratic part of it, from whom an addreſs to 
the provinces was expetled, to be offered to the appro- 

| bation of the majority; but which it was thought would 
| tend to damp too much the patriotic ardour neceſſarily 
till to be kept up, in order to perfect a great work to 
the wiſhes and the wants of the people at large. A 
popular member, therefore, loſt no time in drawing up 
an addreſs which was highly approved of by two thirds 
of the houſe, was read a ſecond time by way of compli- 
ment to its author, adopted, and ordered to be diſperſed 
throughout the country. Every part of it breathed a 
ſpirit of ſound policy, the hatred of abuſes, indulgence 
for errors, and above all a love of peace and humanity. 
The triumph of eloquence. is great, when it is exerted 

10 eſtabliſh public tranquillity,” to calm diſquietude, | 
_—_ . the * a __ * with love or 
their 
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| their country, and attachment to their conſtitution, 11 
painted in the moſt. vivid colours the bleſſings already 
obtained: by the efforts of the national aſſembly, and the 
ſtill brighter proſpett of increaſing felicity from the pro. 
fecution of their. zealous and patriotic. labours. It re- 
ſuted the ſlanderous imputations with which thoſe guar. 
dians of the public welfare had been aſperſed. “ The 
wretched tools of ariſtocratic corruption (it ſaid) charge 
us with having pulled down and ſubverted every thing, 
But how could we avoid pulling down what it became 
neceſſary to rebuild? Our meetings are tumultuous, 
 fay they—Are tumults io be wondered at in the firſt 
conlliei between reaſon and error; in a decifive ſtruggle 
between intereſt, venality, prejudice, and the moſt ge. 
nerous, unbiaſſed, and enlightened patriotiſm? Let the 
enemies of their country cover us with defamatory 
abuſe—While ſuch alone rail at us, France will be free 
and happy n undone were we to merit their __ 


PRESERVATION or PUBLIC "TRANQUILITY. 


Although the aſſembly had propoſed to confine its at- 
tention to the finances, till they ſhould be finally arran- 
'ged and put in order, yet it was impoſſible not to yield 
to the preſſing ſolicitations of the municipal officers of 
ſeveral great towns for inſtruttions what to do with the 

military in -reſpett to the commotions and inſurrettions 
_ which exiſted within their juriſdiftions. Between the 
period of abrogating the old and oppreſſive laws, and the 
promulgation of new and juſt ones, a ſpecies of anarchy 
_ prevailed, and which was attributed to the neglect of 
the king's miniſters not forwarding the decrees as ſoon 
as ſigned by his majeſty. The keeper of the mo 
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ployed by the farmers-general, who, foreſeeing they 


were near the end of their work, were willing to make it 


as profitable as poſſible. A committee was immediately 
formed to draw-up'a decree for the re-eſtabliſhing good 


| order in the provinces. | By one of the articles it was or- 
dered, that wheuever the aid of the military was found 


neceſſary, if the civil magiſtrates of the place ſhewed any 
backwardenſs to call them in, four members of the com- 
mon council, or eight of the claſs of eligible citizens 
might be authoriſed: to command ſuch aſſiſtance by an 
aft under their own ſignature. This was oppoſed hy a 
patriotic member, who ſaid, that however unſafe it 


might be to concenter too many powers in one indivi. 
dual, it would be no leſs inconvenient to ſeparate them 


where they were homogeneous, or naturally coaleſced. 


| That where there are ſeveral perſons entruſted with the 


lame authority, each relies on his colleague for the due 
exerciſe of it; or, what is ſtil: more alarming, jealouſy 
divides their councils, and renders every meaſure abor- 
tive. It was feared, by the ſpreading of theſe inteſtine 


divifions, France would be deluged with blood. The 
opinion of the marquis de la Fayette was aſked, as being 


better acquainted with the diſpoſitions of the military, 


and what they would be likely to do under the joint 


orders of the civil magiſtrate and their own officers. 
M. de la Fayette ſaid, that he was of opinion ſome 
check to the rigorous exattions of the lords of the ma- 


nor, and other means of relieving the pealanary from op. 


Vor, I, | | 5 3 C | ; preſſive 


talled to the bar to anſwer for his conduct; W n 

Jo as to eſcape the cenſure, but not the ſuſpicion of the 
aſſembly. Many diſtrifts were up in arms, and had put 

to death numbers of thoſe tax- gatherers which were em- 
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mien unn 


'preflive grievances, ſhould be conſi deredof./This would 
have the moſt ſpeedy and happy effect in reſtoring peace 
and order throughout the provinces. He ſaid it was 3 


Harare between the remains of deſpotiſm, and the com. 


menckment of liberty. Good laws, and ſpeedy promul 


gation would anfwer better than eoercion. No officer, 


he ſaid,” could calculate on the force of the military at 


"whoſe head he might be placed. It would perhaps be 
u poſt without 'a command © that the magiſtrate who 
called for the aid of the military migl. t have an intereſt 
in the unwarrantable exaQtion exerciſed by a near rela. 
tion; that the military, ſeeing ſuch an exaction contrary 
to the ſpirit of the aſſembly's decrees, and thoſe inalien- 
able rights which were conſecrated by the conſtitution, 
-would hear the commands of the officers for coercion 
with unconcern, perhaps with ſomething worſe. The 


revolution being completed, ſaid he, the ſole objeft now 


is to ſecure and eſtabliſh the new ſyſtem of government. 
When the former was to be brought about, violence and 
diſorder were inevitable. Tranquillity under the yoke 
of deſpotiſm is fervile cowardice, and reſiſtance the 
moſt ſacred of all duties. But after having accompliſh- 


ed the downfal'of tyranny by our ſpirited efforts, the 


new order of things mult acquire ſtability; public tran. 
gquilliey muſt be reſtored; we muſt ſecure due reſpett 

for the laws; we muſt engage the people to love the 

"conſtitution ; we muſt guard the perſous as well as the 


property of individuals from outrage : in ſhort, wc 
muſt give to the civil power a due degree of force and 


energy; but this muſt be done by juſt and efficacious 


decrees, and by ſpeedily communicating them through 


the provinces, which will pacify the honeſt impatience 


: Py 
8 


k 


| FRENCH REVOLUTION. 379 
of the good, n, n the vicious: urbulemed of. the, 
4 Fa 
1 of hs a 1 85 | wiſhed to give e exe · 
cutive power the moſt unlimited liberty of employing, 
all the national force in quelling any diſturbances that 
might ariſe for three months only, But this motion for 
a temporary diflatorſhup came in too ame a 
ſhape to be countenanced by the aſſembly, 144? 
Upon the foregoing propoſition being made, a popu- 
* member exclaimed, Ves—give the king ahſolute 
power lor three months, and our buſineſs will he finiſhed; 
there will be no occaſion for us.“ - Better, ſaid he, we let 
anarchy torment us for a ſeaſons than be Gage tortured: 
| vithdeſpotiſm for eve. 
The count de Mitabea 8 es Fi 5 8 ſor 
inveſting the king with dictatorial authority, deſerves: 
particular notice: „I ſhall firſt,“ ſaid he, anſwer, 
thole, who pretend that the k ing alone is capable, by his 
ſole exertions of putting a ſtop to all violence and de- 
predations which, may be committed in the kingdom; 
and who, of courſe, contend for inveſting him with ab. 
ſolute, that is to ſay, diflatorial power. Do they think 
that we live in the fabulous ages of Hercules and of 
Theſeus, when one man ſubdued the robbers and the 
manlters that deſolated the earth Do they think that 
ſuch romantic ideas can induce us to heap upon the 
head of any individual an accumulation oſ powers which 
the conſtitution has wiſely ſeparated, and plated in dil- 
ferent hands, though: ill ſubordinate to the ſovereign? 
As to thoſe gentlemen Who ſay that the executive 
power is annihilated, they — deſerve a reply. They 
a the an abſurdity. They reaſon like the ig- 
„ norant 
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norant ſavages, who, finding a watch, with the mecha. 


niſm of which they are totally unacquainted, at firſt liſten 


to its vibrations. While they hear it tick, they ſay it i; 
alive; but as ſoon as it ſtops, then it is dead. Yet the 
watch is not anni it is in en n nd wants only 


to be wound up.“ 


The debate on this ſubject 3 ki before 


the aſſembly agreed on what was proper to be done. 


Evidences were called to the bar, by which it appeared 
that inteſtine diviſions were: ſpreading every where; 
hundreds and thouſands were up in arms, and in open 
reſiſtance to the magiſtracy, who exhibited arrets of the 
king and council, to which the people would not con- 


form, as not having the ſanction or ſeal of the aſſembly, 

For the removing that ſource of diſcontent, and giving 

all due ſupport to the civil power, the afſcmbly . 
ed the following decree under five articles: 


* 1. No man, without incurring the puniſhment due 


to a diſturber of the public peace, ſhall avail himſelf of 
any pretended atts iſſuing from the king, or the national 


aſſembly, if thoſe als do not appear in the forms pre. 


feribed by the conſtitution, and if they wave not 1 


publiſhed by the proper officers. 

„. The king ſhall be requeſted to give immediate 
orders for ſending his majeſty's ſpeech made to the na- 
tional aſſembly, and the aſſembly's addreſs to the French 


people, and all their decrees, as ſoon as they are ſanc- 


tioned, accepted, or approved, to the municipalities of 


the kingdom, with directions to all the parochial clergy 
- ani their curates to read thoſe public atts at ſermon 


time. The decrees ſhall alſo be poſted up dee 


* withous Ie * the FOR officers. * : 
ken «3, 1 
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| The municipal officers ſhall employ all the 
| means avinrulted to them by the people, for the effeAtual 

af perfons and property, whether of a public 
or e nature; and for preventing or removing any 
obſtacles which might be oppoſed to the collection of 
the revenue; and ſhould the ſecurity of either perſons 
or property, or the levying and collecting the taxes be 
oppoſed by any ſeditious mobs, thoſe rn ſhall then 
proclaim martial law. 

4 4, All the municipalities ſhall afford each other 
mutual aid, when reſpeQtively called upon; and if they 
refuſe, wey's * be reſponfible for the es © png of 
ſuch refulal. 

« 5, When any injury or damages ſhall be done by 
a mob, ſuch damages ſhall be made good by the Com- 
mons, if they had been called upon, and could have 
repreſſed the outrage. This reſponſibility to be decided 
upon by the judges of the n at "TE Tuit of he di- 
reflory . the en Pf 


From the painful topic cof the public dar bhncbd; the 
aſſembly went to that of the revenue, the keeping up 
a juſt balance between the income and expenditure 
being the main work in the department of the finance. An 
extended diſplay of this part of the aſſembly's labours 
will not be expected in this work. Taxation is a boaſts 
ful ſcience to a miniſter, a baneful one to a people.— 
The difficulty of the national aſſembly was not how to 
raiſe a ſum of money by taxes, but how to replace a 
part of a large one which the neceſſary repeal of impo- 
lic taxes had left deficient. The inconceivable and 

obſtructions * and the 

| clergy 


clergy threw in the way of the ſale of the royal and 


church lands prevented the nation from drawing that im. 
mediate ſupply from them which they were calculated 
to afford, The aſſembly. appeared to rely greatly on 
the talents of M. Dupont, who came to the bar fromthe 
committee with what might be called the ways and 
means. The perſpicuity ef his method, added to the 
ſoundneſs of his political reaſoning; commanded atten. 
tion and excited applauſe. He could not ſail to gain 
much in the opinion of the people at large, for he pro. 
poſed in addition- to the repeal of the gabelle or ſalt 
duly in part, the remiſſion of the ſtamp duty on leather, 


the duty on hardware, as well as the exciſe on ſoap, 


ſtarch, and other articles complained of as grievous, 


He tated the ſum total of thefe ſuppreſſions, and pro- 


poſed to make up their deficiencies by commutations, 


or by other leſs unpopular ſubſtitutes-which would be 
tedious to enumerate ; one, however, was by encreafing 
the poſt office revenue, by aboliſhing the practice of 


counter ſignatures, which had a much worſe effect in 
France than franking in England. Tbis regulation 


brought in a very conſiderable ſum to the revenue, for 
the buſineſs of the office was encreaſed almoſt one third 


within the laſt twelve months. The, intricacy and dryneſs 
| of this ſubjeQ by the beſt and. moſt experienced budget. 


maker, would leave nine wacher in ten eee 


Vith l its minutie. 


... A, report brought. to the. aſembly "ak M. . 
guiou, from the committee, diſtin& ſrom that made by 
M. Dupont, afforded conſiderable ſatisfattion.. It con- 
1 ined, the amount and application of the patriotic dona. 


HOP he and of the contribution; it bed the -ſenti- 
ments 
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ments of the committee upon all the plans which had 
been offered, it expatiated on the advantages of the 
circulation of the projected notes iſſued by government, 
it offered an anticipated and pleaſing view of public 
affairs for the year 1791. With regard to the exigen- 
cies of the ſtate for the year 1790, which M. Neckar 
made amount to tWo hundred and ninety-four millions 
of livres, it proved, that, by a variety of abate. 
ments in the penſion-liſt, and other articles of ex- 
penditure; by an eſtimate of the eontributions from 
the church, and from different ſources of patriotic 
ſupply ; in ſhort, by the combined reſult of the ſeveral 
_ expedients which had been adopted, there would remain 
but one hundred and thirty miflions to be ſtill provided 
for, M. Neckar's propoſals of new loans, new antici- 
pations, ne modes of paying annuities, &c. with pa- 
per money at an extravagant premium, were rejected as 
tending to terne not to e e the RIS arts ths 
public burthens.,// 7 15 #11992 

As to the notes of this Way M. Neckar had ech 
alarmed only at the enormous quantity of them, which 
he thought muſt be iffued ; but the committee, whoſe 
eſtimate of the exigencies of the year was ſo much leſs 
than M. Neckar's, extended the ſame ſpirit of reduction 
to the means of ſupply. It vas therefore ſimply pro- 
poſed that the caiſſe d'eſcompte ſhould be reimburſed 
the one hundred and ſeventy millions due to it from the 
ſtate by aſſignments on the church and demeſne lands 
and other unexceptionable ſecurities, hearing intereſt of 
hve per cent: that the caille ſhould call in its own 
notes, and circulate” in their ſtead thoſe ſtate aſſign- | 
ments ( A$$1GNATS ;) and „ that one hundred and 

: thirty 
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thirty millions more of the. like transfers, the cas 
amount of the real exigencies of the ſtate, ſhodld 
be paid by the caiſſe d'extraordinaire into the public 


treaſury, to be employed in ene the en ex. 
pences of the year. 

That part of M. Neckar's e reſpefing > 
inſtitution of a treaſury board on the plan of Great 
Britain,,ghe members of which were to be chiefly le. 
lefied from The national aſſembly, was animadverted 
on; it was allowed to be drawn up with great preciſion, 
ability and diſcernment, but the commitfee in this re- 
port particularly recommended to the aſſembly not to 
depart from its ſel/-denying ordinances of the jth of | 
November and 6th of February, forbidding its mem- 
bers to accept of any place in adminiſtration with- 
out forſeiting thoſe claims to reſpe& and conſiſtency 
Which it had acquired by its paſt labours; the com- 


mittee ſaid the members of the aſſembly ſhould not 


weaken their conſequence and authority as judges by 
becoming reſponſible in office; and the example of 
England had no weight in the preſent caſe, and was not 
zuſtly applicable, as there, civil liberty had taken deep 
root, but was only making its firſt appearance in France, 
and required all the attention of the legiſlature toſhelter 
it from every poſlible blaſt ; to promote its growth; 
and to give it ſecurity, permanence and vigour. 
The reduftions by this report which the committee 
undertook to prove in oppoſition to M. Neckar's doubts, 
would not fall ſhort of ſixty millions. The timber too 
was cutting on the lands of the clergy to be ſold, which 
Vas calculated at a very large amount. 


1t being allo intimated that the 1 for two bun 
dred 


888 


dred millions with the city of Paris, ” for ih ale of the 
eccleſiaſtical: eſtates within its juriſdiction a eg pre | 
neceſſity of further expenditure in that way: ms 
[order however, t lea: d no part of the -publio 
fertice/inprovided for; ori in a ſtate of uncertainty from 
the poſſihle Hlufaation of its revenues, the'afſembly 
decreed, e 51 
That if bythe neu pluns of exoinjvwy lately adopted, 
| and by the good adminiſtration of the finances, a ſurplus 
ſhould remaia overand above the heeeſſary expenditure 
of the ourrem year, that ſurplus ſhall be paid into the 
extraordinary banb, in order to bè applied to tha difs 
charge of ihe mot preſſing debts. But if by means of 
any unſote ſeen obſtacle, or caſualtyy there ſhould beia 
deficiency in the annual ſupplies; that deficieney ſnould 
be made good bythe extraordinary band. 
ſuſt as this ſubje& was brought to a terminatiom 
the prefident' announced a 1 N from OI He 
tend it ub follows %% 109 45 7 e e nee . 
I am ſurpriſed, Sir, that this allo Maia 
not yet conſidered of the propoſal made to them on my 
part, by the firſt miniſter of the finances; reſpetting the 
eſtabliſhment of a treaſury board,' moſt of the members 
of which I ſhall chuſe out of the afſembly; The men- 
ſure appears to me no leſs urgent than uſeful; I theres 
fore deſire you will ſubmit it ee why: to oy alte 
ration of the national aſſembly.” / 
This letter or note agitated the allembly as 55 ba ; 
ſuppoſed, it brought M. Neckar into an awkward' pre. 
dicament. It was taken into ſerious confideration, and 
gave occaſion for many of the members to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves greatly for their patriotiſm and their know- 
UN OL I | oe ledges 
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ledge. ' While it was allowed tbat as: hes king ſhould 
have the adminiſlration of the exchequer in his bands 
which he might entruſt to one miniſter as beſore, or 
to a treaſury board, as was moſt agreeable, 70 himself, 
| it was inſiſted on, that any: propoſal. for ſeleling per. 
ſons from that ande to eee, o be 16 
jene, eee 
FA M. Barnave W Aa covnchlthnſinemtiws of: the'queſ- 
tion. He explained the reaſons vhy no ſubjeR of de 
ee kene, come directly from the king, and by bis 
name ſhould not be uſed to apt eee Such 
a regulation, he ſaid, was wiſely contrived to make mi. 
niſters reſponſible for every meaſure, as the king was 
ſuppoſed to do nothing but by, the advice of bis coun- 
eil and, at the ſame time, to ſecure majeſty from the 
humiliating pain of having ee , eee 
oppoſed: E009 57 Ait E 433; Tees) 25 2 Fr | 
With regard to-the propoſal aid before the bouſe, 
M. Barnave ſaid, that it was not only inconſiſtent with 
the decrees of the aſſembly, but abſolutely uſeleſs in its 
conſequences: That a committee of twelve membe 
had been already appointed, to confer with the miniſter 
upon all buſineſs relating to finance: That if they were 
found. inſufficient, the miniſter, though excluded by 
the decrees of the, houſe from a deliberative voice, had 
never been denied acceſs to the aſſembly, and an op- 
portuniiy there of explaining all his projetts: That, in 
Mort, if che kingſought for knowledge and integrity in 
the members who were to compoſe the new treaſury 
board, be could not fail to find ſuch requiſites witho 
the walls of that houſe ; and that, it would be uncon- 


wat! 40; annex to the, ene body a reſponſi 
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ki by no means becoming the eminent dignity f its 
ſunctions. EFFECT 
any di- 


"Theſe ing a re vere too 
verſity of Tentim Tue owing decree therefore 
fed initilincdſly 7" ano wire wb unn im, 

4 The national aMembly, after hearing the memoffal 


of the prime miniſter read; and the report of their own 


committee of finance, on his propofals, defirous alſo of! 


giving a proof of their attention to the king's delires, as! 
well as of their love and reſpett for his auguſt perſon,” 
have decreed, that motives of zeal for the'/piiblieigood- 


dictated © the ſelf denying] ware e to! 9 


an it their maß trees to adlere.“̃k 


be ele (about VV 


ho have Gio, d e 


To Wi eke 


quainted with the conduti 450 influence of treaſury and 


ſnancial miniſters' fitting in the legiſlative ſenates of 


oher countries, little need be ſaid as to the objet of 


the Freneh king in this meſſage. M. Neckar no began to 
be regarded with great ſuſpicion, his ſituation was pain 
ful. The king himſelf, mortified, became ſullen. Little 


more was heard concerning! him till an entire new and 


great game was to he played off by holding up the 
terrors of war to the aſſembly and to the nation. Bui 
before that tranſaltion is entered upon, it wilt he ad. 
viſeable to take notice of a very important reſolution 
of the French ſenate on the ſubject of laying open che 
Faſt India Company's trade. This is done with the 
greater latisſaction ſince the debates this topic gave 
riſe to, afford a . eee cue eee and plealing 
net, #7 nab „ 40 i n een cor 
1928 4 2156499 {59 Po, 1 F 
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EAST 18A TRADE: 


There is no queſlion which, for the two laſt 3 


has, been, agitated in every moritime ſlate in Europe 
with on eie of ſentiment en, that . uo · 


7 


MORO od uti 17s los tr! 


By ſome it how 3 pales as ning . 


the common rights of men; ag an equally unjuſt and im. 


poliuie attempt to damp. the ardour of general enterpriſe, 


and io aeriſice the we 'of a ation! t to the ayarice of 


aifew. individuals. ety i 

The moſi Pence Adem urged in e of ſuch 
excluſive privileges, is the neceſhty of giving ſome pe 
culiar incitement to the ſpirit of adventure in periloug 


undertakings. ,,, Where (it has been aſked) {hall we find 


men ready io riſk, their lives and fortunes in ſcbemes 


pregnant wich difficulty and danger, if they are not ſii- 
mulated by che poſitive | certainty; of alone reaping the 
fruits of their hardibood, iheix perſeverance, and their 
eventual ſucceſo ? To throw open to the public the ac- 


quiſitions of private induſtry it might he ſaid, would be 


chrry ing to a moſt dangerous excels; the romantic ideas 
of liberal policy: ii would ultimately aboliſh all diſtjnc- 


tions of. right and of property: it-would:neceſſarily en- 
ſeeble, inſtead of invigorating mercantile exertions. 


This important ſubje& has been repeatedly . 
in the Britiſh parliament ; but it does not appear to have 


been ſo fully. illuſtrated by the powers of genlus ac n 


the national aſſembly. It was juſtly jmagined that a 
matter of ſo much importance would-be fully expaliated 
on; and the curioſity of the mercantile world was greatly 


"ny to obſerve how it 22 be decided on in a coun 
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ty 'where the ſpirit of re form hat produced be af aſto- 
niſhing changes in almoſt every part. iel le n 
It ſnould be noticed that the Sieedore of the F nch 

Faſt India company were appriſed of the queſtion of 8 

the policy and expedieney of laying open the trade 
po a being to be agitated. They requeſted per. 
miſnon to appear at the har, and one of the company 
was ſelected to urge the reaſons qi err offer ys 
preventing fuch a reſolutions |. He fn tit an 07 oittt. 

4 The trade of India is carried on in a dy differ 

ent manner from every other branch of commerce with 
which we are acquainted. In that country there are no 
ſtores, no fairs, no markets. Thoſe who wiſh to avail 
themſelves of any traffic there, are obliged to maintain 
at a vaſt expence ſeveral factors, ho are ſcattered over 
the interior parts of the country, and who muſt go, in 
cumſtances, with gots: eo their hands, to excite the ałti· 
vity of the weayers, and to rouſo, as it were by a ſort of 
Violence or irreſiſtible allurement, Indian e out 
| its ſtate of natural indolen cee. 
“ This commerce requires funds for its e eh 
far exceed the fortunes of private indisduete. It has 
aways languiſhed in the hands of ſingle adventurers : 
it has commonly terminated in their ruin. zu cntionly; 
be condutted with any vigourꝭ ot probability of ſueceſa, 
by a great trading company. The examples of Eng- 
land and Holland evince the truth of this aſſertion. 
That of England, is particularly ſtriking. At one 
ume, yielding to the importunities ol her mercharits, 
— the privileges of her India company; but 
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her to reſtore them. Two companies 50 roſe on the 
ruins of the former: they were for a ROM: time rivals; 
but mutual intereſt made them quickly ſenſible of the 
expedience of being incorporated. 50 ſhort, genile· 
men,” {aid this orator at the cloſe of his ſpeech, 4 the 
fleets intended for India are ready to ſail, The adual 
ſuppreſſion-of the company s privileges, or even a long 
continued di ſeuſſion of the ſubject, will be the ceriain 
cauſe to us of loſſes beyond the extent or poſſibiliiy of 
calculation,” We take the liberty, therefore, to beg you 
will adjourn this queſtion till the next legiſlature,” - 
A committee being propoſed to takethisimportantmat- 
ter excluſively into conſideration, What end can it 
anſwer, ſaid the abbe Maury, „to form a new com- 
mitiee ? They can only tranſmit a report of their new 
ideas on the ſubjebt to this houſe. We: ſhall-ftill have 
the queſlion to diſcuſs, and be no forwarder than at 
pet In order, therefore, to retrench all unneceſ. 
ſary delays, let the directors of the company, and the 
deputies from the trading towns be heard to-morrow, 
face to face, at our bar; and let the aſſembly then de. 
cide on the poliey or IR ea MY agg * 
cluſive privileges. 22 7 14 n 8 

In order,“ replied NI. de G 6e to ate n 
a queſtion of ſuch intricacy, ſuch magnitude, and ſuch 
importance to the whole ſyſtem of French commerce, 
more time is neceſſary than. the urgency of our preſent 
labours, than the multiplied and weighty concerns that 
now engage the attention of this houſe can admit ol. 
therefore move for adjourning the queſtion 1ill * 


have completed the great work of the CONSTITUTION: 
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by the aſſembly, the gueſtion on the India trade dab re- 
vived, notwithſtanding the violent oppoſition of ſeveral 
members; who! ſaid. it was the moſt flagrant proof of 
levity and inconſiſtency one day to reſcind the reſolu- 
ions of the preceding, not conſidering that an adjoiirn- 
ment is nothing more than regulating the order of buſi- 
nels; which may be re ſumed at pleaſure when the 8 
portance of the matter appears to require it. 110 
The national aſſembly,“ ſaid M. Bouche? dock 
not to defer the diſcuſſion. of à matter eſſentially con-. 
nefted with the conſtitution, the revenues, and'the very 
exiſtence of our commerce. Conſider, gentlemen, that 
there are at this'x moment ſixty or ſeventy ſhips in our 
ports. uh dein lente 1 l 
The ee de — reſumed debate 
on the Eaſt India company's privileges. -2 He conſidered 
ſuch a monopoly as equally injurious to the proſperity 
of trade, and the proſperity of the countty. He endea- 
voured to demonſtrate; that ever ſince this tyrannical 
— the public treaſury had felt the loſs of be- 
| tween eight and ten millions of livres in the andual re- 
| venues, without the company's deriving the ſmalleſt be- 
nefit from ſuch * orifice, which eee beg 
alone profited by. en 9911's 16% | 
The chief points of conſideration ar . were re- 
duced to the following heads: 
„ Shall the Eaſt India company be continued in the | 
enjoyment of their excluſive privileges? ee 
* Is it more beneficial to France to throw open "the 


Eaſt 1 2 — ND or to e and it to a un of mo- 
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vernment, or of a company? et 1117 
Or, i amen prejudicial than vic 
ae dee FCC Lorin lng. 


Do ke, n gives rile a9 bb more 0 
de profits it affords 2. VVT 
But, admiiiing ſome Jofies to ariſe - this ns 
moos it not be; inconhitent with ſound policy to aban. 
don it to the Engliſh, or tp any rival ee frer of 
e eee, wad Europe? ff ft 
What is ene en Beben i. | 925 
ws What ſpecies of luyury-is favourable to 


injurious to manufatures? Tr 
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M. Bouche ſaid, it was meant to iake up the queſtion 
upon general grounds, whether it was advantageous, or 
Not, to carry on the Aſiatie trade by means of pri- 


houſe would confine itſelf to the np aig terms of the 


. f + iS; 
at; 4 n . 


dom of the ſeas is the bond of nations; that the reſtraints 
impoſed 


„ Can * trade fubiſt without che wie: ofg | 


ted OE oo EE» eines T ] 


nw Does it olſord eneoumgement to the: arts, or is ii 


1 Does n ple r, make abiple amends for [the 


i vileged or chartered companies; but be wiſhed that the 


| | | PRI in favour of a ſres trade. „„ 
i I was propoſed that tec commines ok trade thould 
| | | be conſulted, and, conſiſtent with the principles and en- 
| larged views of all the eee its ee ſoon 
| came with thefollowing report: 5 
| e 


| 6 The Lee aſſembly, 3 chat the fre | 
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impoſed on the commercial - enterptiſes of individuals 
| muſt damp the ardonr of genius, cramp induftty; and 

ſorter its operations; that the deftrudtive ſyſtem of mo- 
nopoly by collecting into a ſmall part of the body poli- 
tic the principles of life and motion, muſt leave all the 
reſt benumbed, inert, and man br men ad 
do decree as follows: © 

« hxricrn I. The exclufive be of müll to 
India and China, granted to a company by orders of the 
council of the 14th of April, 1785, and the Aon of Sep- 2 
tember, 1786, is revoked, 

« II. Evety French citizen is at liberty, from the pre- 
ſent moment, to trade io India, China, and to all the 
places mentioned in that charter, without ſoliciting any 
permiſſion, or taking out any paſſport ; conforming, 
however, to all ordinances, amo and declarations re 5 
ſpebting the admiralt . | 
II. All the ſhips trading to —”_ China, and other 
countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, ſhall, till _ 
farther regulations, returnto and unload at port L Orient. 

© IV. All the merchandiſes in the above trade ſhall 
pay an indulto duty, of compoſition, of five per cent. 
on the amount of thoſe that are imported from India 
and China; and three per cent. if the produce of the 
ihes of France or Bourbon. | 

v. The Eaſt India compan Mat be exenipted 

from the payment of the indulto duty on all the mer. 
chandizes they now have on their own account in the 
ſtores at L'Orient, and on fach others as they ſhall im- 
port on their own bart od in x like Pn till the 1ſt 
of January, = of 1 
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M. 5E LA eee n that the Indi 
0. was extremely diſadvantageous to France; that i 


could be uſeful to ſuch European powers only as have 


territorial poſſeſſions in the peninſula; that ſince the 
year 1 76g, the French were only the fattors of the 
Engliſh in that part of the world; and that a loſ of 
almoſt twenty three millions of lix res was occaſioned 


annually, by a commerce meet Ow: and con- 


ſumption. _ - 

M. oz Six BTY. > led for the rr . 
of all excluſive privileges ; of every ſpecies of monopoh 
as incompatible with the progreſs of. manufaQures, and 


. elementary principles of national liberty,  _ 

The A3 Maury ſpoke for three hours upon de 
ſubjekbl, with ſome eloquence, but with much more in. 
conſiſtency. He very juſtly aſſerted, indeed, that it 


was not merely a mercantile point of debate, but a great 


political diſcuſſion, in which the proſperity of the ſlate 


was involved. He affected to enlarge on the evils ariſing 


from the Eaſt India trade; but took care to inſinuate at 


the ſame time, that the moſt opulent individuals could 
not carry it on without the privileges of an excluſive 
charter, He was, therefore, for continuing the compa: 
Ny, not as neceſſary, but as tending gradually to. break 
off and diminiſh the dangerous and expenſive. connec- 
tions kept up with India; and in order to make the 
company uſeful to the nation, he ſaid they ought to 
be obliged to ſhare with the treaſury. all their roſe 


Which ſhould Feel a en. 4 


Ii is not eaſy to conceive a debate king queſtion 


of ee magnitude ne _ whether regarded 1 ina 
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tar philoſophical point of view, the exclufive 
privileges, chartered companies, and Afuatic trade of 
all Europe were affected either by the reaſoning or de- 
cilon opon it. It was before the aſſembly ſome days, 
and a M. 'Hemoux was induced to offer a memorial 
upon it, which ne much mne Tow! its big 5 
rical preciſion. © = 
The India trade,” he ſaid & was ain! in its use 5 Wo. 
when in the year 1664 Mr. Colbert thought it adviſea- _— 
ble to conſign the excluſive ah rr of that trade to 5 14 
a particular company. Up | | 
After having ſuſtained many loſſes ep? aten | 
ments, this company found themſelves obliged, in 1769 
to relinquiſh noe ad WOE ws were ka of 1 
profiting by. 125 it 3B 
4 Private Fun invited wp government to ſug. — 
ceed to the company, carried on this trade with very 
fluctuating ſucceſs, from 1769 to 1785. At this period 
adminiſtration again reſolved to inveſt a new company 
viththe privilege of an excluſive trade to India. Every 
| ſex port, every commercial and manufacturing town in 
| France remonſtrated againſt the meaſure; but the trea- 
| ſuryagents, either from motives of ignorance, of ava- 
rice, or perhaps of ponent ehe e 6. rk no 9877 | 
to ſuch complaints. © | | 1 
Fhere are,” ſaid the i ingenious miemorialit 
obvious advantages ariſing from the trade itſelf, de- 
tached from any conſiderations of monopoly. The LT, 
greateſt part of the merchandize of Aſia is paid for in — 
ſpecie. India is the tomb of thoſe treafures which are - | 1 
dug out of the mines of Potoſi. The Indians, who 1 
want no clothing but a linen frock, ean have little oc. _ | 
3 Ea en 5 
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= for 8 manuſactures. Thoſe Which are 
ſent out are. chiefly purchaſed for the conſumption or 
ule of Europeans, who are ſettled in the peninſula, 
+: But though. the balance of trade, conſidered in 
| this point of view, is evidently againſt France; yet if 
the commerce were. unfettered by the ſhackles of my. 
nopoly or excluſion ; if it were thrown open toevery 


merchant, it would prove an excellent nurſery for 


ſeamen; it would always keep the nayy upon a re. 
ſpeftable footing ; and by ſupplying the vation at the 


firſt hand, and on the cheapeſt terms, with much uſeful | 


merchandize, and many raw materials, it would encou. 
rage manufacturers, give vigour to indultry and a ſpirit 
of enterprize, and. afford abundant ſupplies of various 


articles, not only for internal conſumption, but for a 


very conſiderable and lucrative export trade. 
1 There are numberleſs articles, eee M. 


Hernoux, 6 which we import from the Eaſt, ſuch as 


drugs, ſpices, teas, &c, which uſe has rendered. abſo- 
| lutely neceſſary to us. The India cottons and muſlins 
ve cannot well do without. Others are deſirable either 
as affording materials for our manufactures, or on ac- 
count of their convenience and utility. inf our commer- 


cial intercourſe and exchange with other nations, In 


going to fetch all thoſe merchandizes from India, ve at 
leaſt ſecure to ourſelves the expences of freight, com. 
miſſion, and various other profits, which would be other. 
_ wiſe engrolled by ſuch of the European nies as ſup- 
\ Plied us with the different articles. 

On theſe principles it was that the- commibee from 


whom N.. Hernoux e 10 the eh ea 
lle 
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the abolition, not of the India nee en of the Indie 
company, in the form of a decree... 5 
For the ſake of greater. eee we points 01 iny 
quiry were reduced io three head: 
« 4, Whether, upon à mature eee e of, wy 
advantages and diſadvantages reſulting from the-Eeſt 
India trade, France ought to continue or aboliſh it? 
42. Whether it be neceſſary that France ſhould as 
large territorial poſſeſſions in the E 
on that commerce with ſucceſs? 


g. Whether the Aſiatic 0 Sas Fey Mo 


open to the public, eee to neee my 
tered mee V b l. 


« On ho avliey of ks or e . EAST 


INDIA TRADE,” ſaid M. Hernoux, I I muſt confeſs that Ls 


there are many diſadvantages attending the Eaſt India 
trade, even detached ſrom the evils of a monopoly or 
excluſion, The chief inconvenience is owing to tlie 
neceſſity of exchanging ſpecie for the greater part of 
Aſiatic merchandize. The milk diet and the linen 
clothing of the Indians, preclude any conſiderable de- 


mand on their part for our manufadtures or our luxu- 


ries, The natives of Europe, or their deſcendants, 
who are ſettled on the peninſula, are the principal pur- 
chaſers of the commodities we ſend to the Eaſtern mar- 


lets. If, therefore, in our intercourſe with the Afiatic - 
nations, the balance of ſpecie were to be the ſole teſt of 
its utility or political expedience, I ſhould not n 


to declare for its total abolition. 


But while we ſo nicely calculate the loſſes on hatin | 


"ay, we not to take into account the valuable articles 


we 


in eee e 5 
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we import from thoſe diſtant countries.” The India 
trade evidently enlarges the circle of our enjoyment 
it procures us wholeſome and agreeable liquors, conve. 
niences of a refined nature, elegant articles of furnj. 
ture, ſome new pleaſures, and a more comfortable ex. 
iſtence. The people of Europe have ever been ſo ea. 
ger in their purſuit after theſe foreign luxuries, that nei. 
ther the higheſt duties, the ſtricteſt probibitions, nor 
the ſevereſt penalties have been able to reſtrain it, — 
Every government, after having in vain tried to ſub. 
due this ſondneſs or propenſity, which only 8 
by oppoſition, has been forced to give way to it. 
little time evinced not only the eh bos te 
abſurdity alſo of the intended reſtraints. Could, in 
faft, any politician long make it a matter of doubt, 
whether it be beneficial toadd the enjoyments of foreign 
climates, to thoſe of our own ? Univerſal ſociety exiſts 
as well for the common intereſt of the whole; as by the 
mutual intereſt of all the individuals that compoſe it. 
An encreaſe of felicity muſt therefore reſult from an ex- | 
tenſion of intercourſe. Commerce is the exerciſe of that 
valuable liberty to which nature has invited all men, which 
is the ſource of their happineſs, and indeed of their vir- 
tues ; we may even venture to aſſert, that men are ne. 
ver ſo truly ſenſible of their freedom as they are in 
trade, nor is any thing ſo conducive to it, as commer- 
_ cial laws, and one particular advantage derived fromthis 
circumſtance, is, that as "URGE! nga oy n 
continues to preſerve it. 
& Let not thoſe, who 1 loudly Wecgh n the 
evils of the Aſiatic trade, tell us, that we are only cor- 
rupted by the importation of Afiatic luxuries ; and that 
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in order to make commerce really ſubſervient to the 
welfare of a ſtate, it ſhould be confined to articles of 
peceſſity. It. is indeed beiraying a great ignoranee of 
human nature to imagine, that in order to make man 
happy, he muſt be debarred from enjoy ments. Nobody 
vill deny, that che being accuſtomed to want the con- 
veniences of life lefſens the ſums of our misfortunes; 
but by diminiſhing our pleaſures in a greater proportion 
than our pains, we are rather brought to a ans 1 553 in- 
ſenhbility than of happineſs. | [OE RAOrAs 
If the human fancy, as we all know "OY ede 7 
be for ever involuntarily: employed i in ſearch of ideal 
and deluſive obje&s of felicity, is it not fit that our 
reſtieſs mind ſhould have an infinite variety of enjoy- 
ments to purſue? True wiſdom, indeed, teaches man 
to be ſatisfied with ſuch things as he can attain to, and 
not to be anxious for thoſe that are out of his reach. 
But to require: that reaſon ſnould make us voluntarily 
reje what it is in our power to add to our preſent hap- 
pineſs, is to contradict nature, and to ſubvert the firſt 
principles of ſociety :—it would be transforming the 
univerſe into one vaſt monaſtery, and changing qr 
ſo many idle and melancholy anchorets. 

© How ſhall we perſuade man to be content with he 
ſew indulgences that moraliſts think proper to allow him? 
How ſhall we aſcertain the limits of what is neceſſary, 
vhich yaries according to his ſituation in life, his attain- 
ments and his deſires ? No ſooner does his induſtry fa- 
cilitate the means of procuring a ſubſiſtence; than the 
| leiſure this atfords is employed in extending the limits 
l his faculyes, and the circle of his pleaſures—Thetrue 
ſpirit of mae. is, that all nations ſhould eonſider : 

theme | 
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1 : ; 
themſelves as one great ſociety, whoſe members hays 
All, in proportion to their exertions and deſerts, a right 
to partake of the conveniences of the reſt. Commerce 
in its objefty and in the means employed to carty it on, 
ſuppoſes an inclination and a liberty between all nations 
to make every exchange that can contribute to their 
mutual ſatisfaction. The inclination and the liberty of 
procuring enjoyments, are the only two ſprings of in. 
duſtty, and the only as mp 'of 80 UWevecourl 
among men. 
- 6 But, to return from-this inveſtigation of hen 
pelveipies; which is taken from one of the firſt wiiter 
France can boaſt of; and to confine ourſelves to plain 
matters of fatt; has not habit rendered the produce and 
merchandize of India, not merely convenient, but ne- 
ceſſary to us ? For drugs, ſpices, teas, &c. is there not 
amongſt us a daily, a continual demand; the wrought 
filks, the muſlins, the callicoes, the cotton; in ſhort, 
all the woven manufaftures of India, we cannot eaſily 
do without. China-ware is alfo faſhionable ; and ſali. 
petre, of which we have confiderable ſupplies from the 
| the ſame en is en e eee agg 
utility. 
- * The gums, the i for e the un ilk 
and cotton imported, are eſſentially requifite for our 
own manufactures. We have even gold from China; 
diamonds from other parts; and various commodities 
which, though we may not immediately want them our- 
ſelves, turn to good account in our exchanges with 
other maritime ſtates. By going therefore io impor 
moſe articles, we gain at leaſt» the freight, the commil- 
* the mercantile * which muſt be ſuperadded 


10 
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to the prime coſt, were we to relinquiſh that trade, and 
be obliged to purchaſe thoſe artieles at European mar- 
kets. Beſides the injury that our maritime power and 
conſequence muſt ſuffer from a dereliction of Aſiatic 
commerce, we ſhould be ſubjeRed to the capricious ex- 
tortions of England, Holland, or any enterpriſing ſtate, 
rouſed by the ſpirit of adyenture to profit 10 our 1955 
licy and ſupineneſs. 

« The excluſive privileges hate to a particular 


company have brought much odium and unpopularity 


on the trade itſelf. But if we ſeparate Aſiatic com- 
merce from the idea of monopoly, we ſhall find no diffi- 
culty to anſwer the argurnents which have been urged 


againſt it, An univerſal and free INErcourle 1 is only 


liable to three objeRtions : 

« 1ſt, That it is attended with a loſs of men; 

* 2dly. That it 888 "Op e of ne in- 
duſtry. 

* And 3dly, That it leffens the lock of money, or 
circulating caſh, by the ſpecie it abſorbs. 

4 Theſe objections ſhall be ſeverally conſidered. 
Wich regard to the firſt; as long as every man 
ſhall be at liberty to chooſe a profeſſion, and to employ 
his abilities in any manner moſt agreeable to himſelf, we 
need not be ſolicitous about his deſtiny. As ina ſtate 
of freedom every thing has its proper value, no man will 
expoſe himſelf to any danger, without expełting an equi- 
valent. Ina well-regulated ſociety, every individual 
is at liberty to do what is moſt conformable to his incli- 
nation and his intereſt, provided it be not inconſiſtent 
vith the properties and liberties of others. A law, that 
ſhould prohibit every trade in which a man might en- 

Vol. I. | gr: | danger 
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danger his life, would condemn a great part of manlini 
to ſtarve, and would deprive ſociety of numberleſs ad. 
vaniages. We need not croſs the line to carry on a 
dangerous trade; ſince, even in Europe, we may find 
many occupations far more deſttuttive to the human 
race than the navigation to India. If the perils attend- 
ing ſea voyages deſtroy. ſome of our men, let us only 
give due encouragement to the culture of our lands; 
and our population will be ſo much encreaſed, that ve 
ſhall be better able to ſpare, thoſe eee viflims 
ho are ſwallowed up by the ſea, _ 

Even ſuppoſing that the India trade ſhould col 
France and other countries as many men as it is ſaid io 
do, are we certain that this loſs is not compenſated by 
the labours to which that trade gives riſe; and which 
encourage and encreaſe population? Would not the 
men in the ſeveral ſhips continually employed in thele 
voyages, occupy a place upon land which is now left va 
cant for others? If we conſider attentively the number 
of people contained in the ſmall territories of maritime 
powers, England or Holland for example, we ſhall be 
convinced, that it is not the navigation to Aſia, nor even 
navigation in general, that is detrimental to the popula- 
tion of any ſtate: on the contrary, navigation alone 
may, perhaps counterbalance all the cauſes that tend to 
the deſtruttion and decreaſe of mankind. - | 

The ſecond objetlion to the India trade is, that it 
leſſens the increaſe of domeſtic manufattures, and the 
profits ariſing from them. 

& Admitting it true, that i it bad out. a * Bop. to Tome of 
our labours, it has given riſe to many more. It has in- 
troduced into our colonies the culture of ſugar; coffee, 
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and indigo. Many of our amd faule wed upported 
by India ſilk and Cotton. If our 1 0uſlins and worked 


callicoes imitate the fabrics of Bengal ; if we print linens 


with ſuch beauty and elegance; if our flowered ſilks 
have derived from imitation any peculiar improvement; 
if, in ſhort, ſo many ſtuffs formerly unknown in our 
climate, now employ our beſt artiſts, are we not indebt- 
ed to India for all theſe advantages? ee 

Let us proceed farther, and ſuppoſe for a moment, 
that we were not under ſuch particular obligations to 
our Aſiatic maſters, yet our conſumption of their com- 
modities cannot on that account be neceſſari y detrimen- 
tal to our induſtry ; for we pay for them with the pro- 
duce of our on manufattures exported to America. 
To make this clear to the conception of every man, 


however little acquainted with trade, ſuppoſe that a 


French merchant ſells a certain quantity of linen to 


a Spaniard, - ſends the amount in ſpecie to the Eaſt 


Indies; another ſends the ſame quantity of the linen 
iiſelf; chey both bring home tea—in fact they are both 
doing the ſame thing ; they are changing a certain quan- 
tity of linen into tea: the only difference is, that the 
former does it by two tranſaQions, and the latter by a 
lingle one. Tf, in our commerce with Spain, inſtead of 
money, we were to receive goods ſaleable in India, 
ſhould we injure our own artificers by carrying thoſe 
goods thither? Would it not be the very ſame thing 
a5 if we directly carried our own manufaQtures or pro- 
duce there? Suppoſe we fail from Europe with the 


merchandize of our own country: we go to the South 


_ and exchange our cargo for piaſtres : we carry 
thoſe piaſtres to India, and bring home things that are 


„„ either 


* 
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either uſeful or agreeable, do we reſtrain by ſuch com. 


- merce the induſtry of our own. country? Far from it, 
We have extended the conſumption of its produce, 


and multiplied the enjoyments of our countrymen, 
The circumſtance that miſſeads the oppoſers of the 
India trade is, that the piaſtres are brought over to 


Europe before they are carried to Aſia. But finally 


whether the money be, or be not employed as the me- 
dium of exchange, we have direttly or indireAly bar. 


tered our goods for thoſe of the Abtatics, 0970s 


duttions and manufattures for theirs. 
' % But the moſt weighty objeQtion to the Toca trade 


is, its having at all times ſwallowed up the riches of 


alone entirely abſorbed them. Wealth, we are told, 


the univerſe. Though avarice, with keen reſearch, 
had penetrated through the hardened rocks, where na- 
ture had wiſely concealed ſuch inſidious treaſures; 
and though tg golden bowels of the earth had often 


been ſcattered Ui its ſurface, yet have they ſucceſſively 


diſappeared from among the molt opulent nations, from 
Europe, Africa, and ſome parts of Aſia, while India 


is ever paſling from the weſt to the eaſt, like the ghoſts 
that crols the Styx, never to return. While the Spa- 
niards are laviſhing the lives of. their flaves in Mexico 
to obtain filver out of the womb of the earth, the 
Banyans take ſlill more pains to bury it again. If ever 


the wealth of Potoſi ſhould: be exhauſted, we mult go 


in ſearch of it on the coaſt of Malabar, 'where we have 
ſent it. When we have drained India of its pearls and 
ſpices, we ſhall, perhaps, by force of arms, recover 
thence the ſums thoſe luxuries have coft us. Thus 


ſhall our cruelty and * remove the . 
ver 


— 
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ver into other climes, where avarice and TIER 
will again bury them under ground. 

« Theſe objeftions are certainly plauſible; and not 
2 unſupported. Ever ſince other countries 

ned a communication with India, they have con- 
dy exchanged gold and ſilver for arts and commo- 
dies. Nature has ſupplied the Indians with the few 
neceſſaries they want; their climate will not admit of 
our luxuries; and their religion gives them an abbor- 
rence for ſome things that we feed upon. Money is 
| the only article to be carried to their markets. Such an 
abſorption of {pecie is certainly at firſt fight alarming ; 
but before we exclaim againſt the evil, let us attend to 
the . of =_ trade itſelf, and conſider the Eu 
of it. ; 
Fo Firſt, it is certain our cho . not * n 
It has gold of its own, beſides a conſtant ſupply from 
Monomotapa, from Turkey, and from Perſia. This 
enormous maſs is never increaſed by the gold we pro- 
cure from the Spaniſh and Portugueſe colonies, In a 
word, we are ſo far from carrying gold to Aſia, that for 
a og A time we andes ane to 5 to . it 55 
gold. 

6 Even the flver ahh 1040 gets From us Is boy i no 
means ſo conſiderable as may be imagined, from the 
immenſe quantities of India goods we bring home.— 
The annual ſale of theſe goods has often amounted to 
ſixiy millions of livres (two millions and @ half flere 
ling) ; and though we may compute the prime coſt not 
to have been more than half that ſum, fill purchaſes to 
| that amount could not/be made, and the expences of the 
1 rench ſcttlements-in India defrayed with the eight or 

| | ten 


/ 
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ten millions of livres, in ſpecie, which France is ſup. 
poſed to ſend every year to thoſe markets. The ba. 


lance muſt therefore he made up in our merchandize, 
ſold either to the er or to toe eee ſented 
3 them. 


„% The fortunes made by u be Free e 1 apents - 


in India, contribute alſo to leſſen the exportation of our 
ſpecie. Thoſe induſtrious men depoſit their ſtock in 


the coffers of their own country, or of ſome other na-. 


tion, to be repaid them in Europe, whither they all in- 
tend ſooner or latter to return. Therefore a part of 
the India trade * ana on Cm We 8 in "the 
country. 

„ But granting 1 * e to Inis was / 
ten on with ſpecie, none of which by any otber 
channels was ever to return, ſtill it would be no conclu- 
five argument for our relinquiſhing that trade. Gold 
and ſilver are not the produce of our ſoil, but of Ame- 
rica, and are ſent us in exchange for the produttions of 
our own country. If Europe did not remit them to 
Afia, America would ſoon be unable to return any to 
Europe. The; ioo great plenty of thoſe precious me- 


tals on our continent would ſo reduce their value, that 
the nations who bring them to us could no longer get 


them from their colonies, When once an ell of linen, 
which now would be dear at half a crown, riſes to a 

piſtole, the Spaniards cannot buy it of us, to carry it 
to the country that produces ſilver. The working of 
their mines is expenſive. When this expence ſhall have 
| increaſed to ten times that ſum, and the value of ſilver 
is ſtill the ſame, the buſineſs of working the mines wil 


be more cotly than profitable to the owners, who vill 
| con- 
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coolequently give it up. No more gold and filver will 
come from the new werld to the old; and the Ameri- 

cans will be obliged to neglett their richeſt mines, as 
they have gradually forſaken the leſs valuable ones. 
The ſuper-abundance of money would be fatal to trade; 
and our very exports of ſpecie to India, which fo many 
prejudiced have declaimed againſt as- pregnant with 
ruin, have been beneficial both to Spain, by ſupporting 


SW the only manufacture ſne has, and to France, as well as 


other nations, who, without it, could never have dil- 
ws. 5 n e or 0 the nn 15 wy in- 


The peond 9. of i inquiry 4 it ene ws | 
France ſhould have large territorial poſſeſſions in India, 
in order to carry on that commerce with ſueceſ? 
M. de la Jacguzminigrt and M. Duvar, though 

videly differing in their reſpeQive eſtimates of the ad- 
vantages and diſadvantages of the Eaſt India trade, as 
well as in their ideas of what ſound policy ſhould dic- 
tate in ſo momentous an affair to the national aſſembly, 
yet concurred in one point, the neceſſity of ſecuring 
vaſt territorial influence in the eaſt. As the ſentiments 
of M. Duval in particular, derived conſiderable weight 
from his long reſidence in India, where he has been 
brought up from the cradle; and from his practical 
knowledge of trade, which-is the only guide to accurate 
theory ; thoſe who took the oppoſite. ſide of the queſ- 
tion, found it neceſſary to combat his opinions with 
the minuteſt reference to fats, with the collected force 
b hiſtorical, experimental, and een evi- 

ence, | 
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This queſtion was ſtated in the following manner: 
Wich whatever plauſibility the opinion that large 
| eſtabliſhments in India are abſolutely neceſſary in order 
to carry on that trade, has been ſupported,” ſaid the ad. 
vocates for a free trade, ( we cannot help thinking it 
equally fallacious and fatal. A review of what ha 
been already done by ourſelves, and by other maritime 
ſtates in the eaſt, will ſerve to throw the cleareſt light 
on the ruinous tendency of ſuch a fyſtem, 
All the nations in Europe, whom the ſpirit of en. 
terprize led beyond the Cape of Good Hope, have 
aimed at founding great empires in Aſia, The Ponu- 
gueſe, who led the way to thoſe wealthy regions, firſt 
ſet the example of a boundleſs ambition. Not content 
with having made themſelves maſters of the iſlands, in 
which the choiceſt produttions were to be found, and 
eretted fortreſſes wherever they were neceſſary to ſecure 
the navigation of the Eaſt, they aſpired alſo to the au- 
thority of giving laws to Malabar, which, being divided 
into ſeveral petty ſovereignties that were jealous of or 
at enmity with each on was Runs to ſubmit to the 
A 
Ihe: Spaniards at t firſt did not 1 more e moders- 
tion. Even before they had completed the conqueſt of 
the Philippine iſlands, which were to be the centre of 
their power, they ſtrove to extend their dominion far- 
ther, If they have not ſince ſubdued the reſt of that 
immenſe archipelago, or filled all the adjacent countries 
vith their enormities, we muſt look for the cauſe of their 
tranquillity in the treaſures of America, which have 
confined their n e without lain their 
delires. 
4 The 
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4 The Dutch deprived the Portugneſe of their moſt 
conſiderable poſts on the continent, and drove them out 
of the ſpice, iſſands. They have preſerved thoſe and 
ſome later A quiſitions, only by eſtabliſhing a form of 

government leſs oppreſſive than that of the nations on 

«whoſe ruins they were riſing. f 

« The flowneſs and irreſolution of the pled in 

their proceedings, prevented them for a conſiderable 
time from forming or executing any great projects. As 
ſoon as they found their ſtrength increaſe, they availed 
themſelves of the ſubverſion of the power of the Mo- 
guls to uſurp the dominion of Coromandel, They 
obtained by conqueſt or by negociation, at that time, 
a more extenſive territory than any other European 
power had poſſeſſed in Indoſtan. 
« The Engliſh, more prudent, did not attempt to 
2ggrandize themſelves, till they had deprived the French 
of their acquiſitions, and till no rival nation could att 
againſt them. The certainty of having none but the 
| natives of the country to contend with, determined 
them to attack Bengal. This was the province of all 
India which afforded moſt commodities fit for the mar- 
kets of Aſia and Europe; and was alſo likely to con- 
| lume moſt of their manuſaQtures. It was that, in like 

— manner, which its large navigable river rendered it moſt 
caly for their fleet to protect. They have ſucceeded in 


| their plan of conqueſt, and may flatter themſelves that 


they ſhall long enjoy the fruits of their victories: Sed 
fucceſſus ad perniciem pleroſque devocat. Even admit. 
ting that by force of arms their government is eſta- 
Wiſhed in India, what mighty advantages can they de- 
ive from this circumſtance ? The revenues of Indoſtan 

Vor. I, 8 Vill 
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will be- "=O; in n itſelf. . nn European 
power purſues this project of extended. territory, or 
rather of uſurpation, will . only a conſiderable 
decreaſe i in its population, and the Glgrate of, having 

followed a viGonary ſyſtem. . 

When the nations of Europe firſt 1 10 
that wealthy region, they found it divided into a great 
many ſmall ſtates, among whofe petty ſovereigns mutual 
hatred was the occaſion of continual conteſts. Beſides 
the wars that were carried on between province and 
province, there was a perpetual one between every 
prince and his ſubjects. It was fomented by the tax. 
gatherers, who, to ingratiate themſelves at court, al- 
ways levied heavier taxes than had been laid on the 
people. Theſe barbarians aggravated | thoſe burthens by 
the oppreſſions they made the inhabitants ſuffer, Their 
extortions were only another method of ſecuring o 
themlelves the poſts they, enjoyed, in. a country 
where that man was always in the right who, had moſt to 

ive. | | 

a « From this anarchy, and theſe Wee proceedings 
5 it was imagined, that, in order to ſettle a ſafe and per. 
manent commerce, it was necellary to ſupport it by 

force of arms; and the European factories were ac- 
cordingly fortified. In proceſs of time, jealouſy, which 
divides the Europcan nations in India, as it does ever) 
where elſe, expoſed. them to more conſiderable ex- 
pences. Each of theſe nations thought it necellary to 
augment their forces, leſt they tow: be overpowered 
by their rivals. _ 

« The dominion of the Tan ren at fir} 
extended no farther than their own fortreſles.. 
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were brought thither from the inland parts with little 
difficulty, or with ſuch as was eaſily overcome. But 
the prevalence of internal troubles, and the apprehen- 
ſons formed of the rapacious deſigns of the Mabrattass 
alforded the Europeans ſettled on the coaſt of Coro- 
mandel new pretexts for enlarging their own territorial 
influence. - It was ſaid that ſuch neighbours as the Mah- 
rattas, thieves from education and from political prin- 
ciples, would, if not effettually reſiſted, utterly deſtroy 
all trade; and that the mercantile agents could never 
venture with money into the interior parts of the coun- 
try, for the purchaſe of commodities, as they would 
certainly be plundered by thoſe banditti. The defire 
of preventing ſuch an evil, which muſt ruin the fortunes 
of all commercial adventurers, and deprive them of 
the benefit of their ſettlements, ſuggeſted 1 to more PANE 
the idea of a new ſyſtem. | 
lt vas aſſerted that, in the preſent Gtuation of: In- 
doſtan, it was impoſſible to keep up uſeful connections 
without a military eſtabliſhment : that, at ſo great a 
diſtance from the mother country, the expence could 
not poſſi ibly be defrayed out of the mere profits of trade, 
were they eyer ſo great: that therefore it was abſolutely 
neceſſary to procure ſufficient poſſeſſions to anſwer theſe 
great expences ; and conſequenily, wan he 6 
muſt he conſiderable. „„ 

This argument, probably ſuggeſted to cb in. 
ſatiable ayarice, or boundleſs ambition, and which the 
paſſion for conqueſt may haye occaſioned to be conſi- 
dered as a very ſtrong one, will be found upon a nearer 
view to be mere illuſion. A variety of natural, moral, 
and political reaſons may be forcibly oppoſed to it. 
3 G2 We 
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We ſhall only inſiſt upon one, which is founded in 
fat. From the Portugueſe, who firſt attempted to ag- 
grandize themſelves in India, to the Engliſh, who cloſe 
the fatal liſt of uſurpers, not one acquiſition, however 
eamportant, except Bengal and the ſpice iſlands, hath ever 

paid the expence of taking and ſupporting it. The more 
extenſive the. poſleſhions, the greater has been the ex. 
pence of maintaining them. 
„ This is what will always ane Every nation 
wy that has obtained a large territory will be deſirous of 
preſerving it. It will think there is no ſafety but in 
fortified places, and will conſtantly multiply them. This 
warlike appearance will diſcourage the huſbandmen and 
the artiſt, who cannot hope to enjoy tranquillity in the 
midſt of ſuch hoſtile array, The neighbouring princes 
will grow jealous, and will juſtly be afraid of falling a 
prey to a trading nation, now become a conquering one, 
In conſequence of this, they will be deviſing means to 
ruin an oppreſſor, whom they had admitted into their 
barbours with no other view than to increaſe their own 
treaſures and poyer. 7 7 they find themſelyes under a 
neceſlity of entering into a treaty, they will, at the in. 
_ fant of ſigning ſecretly avow the deſtruction of their 
new ally. Falſchood will be the baſis of all their 

=” agreemenis; ang the longer the fy have been forced 10 

diſſemble, the more wme they will haye had to prepare 
the means deſtined t6 deſtroy their enemy. 

« The juſt apprehenſivn of theſe perfidies will oblige 

the uſurpers to be always upon their guard. If they are 

to be defended by Europeans, what a conſumption of 

men to the mother-conntry! What an expence to raiſe 


them, to Wen chem to thoſe diſtant ſettlements, t0 


; ; 7 8 maintain 
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maintain and recruit them ! If, from a principle of eco- 
nomy, they content themſelves with Indian troops, what 
can be expeaed from a confuſed and unprincipled. mul- 
| titude, whoſe expeditions always degenerate into rob- 

| bery, and conſtantly: end in a ſhameful and precipitate 
ſlight? T heir principles, whether natural or moral, are 
o weakened, that even the defence of their gods and 
their. own houſeholds could never inſpire the boldeſt 
of them with any thing beyond a ſudden and tranſient 
exertion of intrepidity. It is not probable, that foreign 
intereſts, ruinous to their country, ſhould ever animate _ 
men whoſe minds are ſunk in indolence and corruption: 
Is it not more probablt, that they will be ever ready to 


betray a cauſe they abhor, and in wen Bop can find no 


immediate and laſting advantage 75 
„Jo theſe inconveniences will be heh a 1 of | 
extortion and plunder, which, even in time of peace, 
will nearly reſemble the devaſtations of war. The 
agents entruſted with theſe remote concerns will be de- 
hrous of making rapid fortunes. The ſlow and regular 
profits of trade they will not attend to, but will endea - 
vour to promote ſpeedy revolutions, in order to acquire 
great and ſudden wealth. They will occaſion innume. 
table evils before they can be controule by authority 
at the diſtance of fix thouſand leagues This authority 
vill have no force againſt millions; or the perſons em 
wulted with it will artive too late to prevent the falleof 
; anedifice ſupported on ſo weak a foundation 
Has not the truth of every one of theſe . 
been fully exemplified in the Aſiatic eſtabliſhments of a 


neighbouring nation, though one of the moſt ſucceſsful 


Wenn the Indi 


a trade? If che merchants of 
-*... + Europe 
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Europe be wiſe, they will forego the rage of Oy 
they will not be dazzled with the glare of territorial in. 
fluence: they will relinquiſh the fatal, the delufive hopes 
of holding the balance of Aſia. To whatever exceft 
the country powers may carry their domeſtic or na- 
tional quarrels, the people of Europe ſhould not inter. 
 fere. By not adhering to this maxim of ſound policy, 
the Engliſh Eaft India company has often been embroil. 
ed in wars of the moſt unjuftifiable nature, and the moſt 
pernicious tendency. France ſhould profit by the leſſons 
and have no concern, on any account, in the internal 
revolutions of the Afiatic ſtates. Whatever be the fite 
bf Indoſtan, the Indians will ſtill continue their manu- 
faGures; and our enen wt een ang rs Gem 
again to us. | 
It would be PO; to alledge; that thy ſpirit which 
has always prevailed in thoſe countries has forced us to 
depart from their common. rules of trade; that the dif 
ſerent ſtates ol Europe are in arms upon the coaſts; 
that this poſition unayoidably obliges us to ſecure ter- 
ritorial eſtabliſh ments, and to interfere in the proceed. 
ings of our rivals; and that, if we avoid taking a deci. 
ſive part in the domeſtic quarrels of the Indians, ſuch a 
reſerve will certainly prove extremely detriinental to our 
intereſts, Thele fears will appear groundleſs to'wiſe men, 
v bo know that a war in thoſe diſtant regions mult be ſtill 
more fatal to the Europeans than to the natiyes; and 
that the conſequence will be, that we muſt either ſub. 
due the whole, which is ſcarcely poſſible, or be for ever 
expelled from a country where it is beg eme, 


_ up Rn mercantile conn! tie 


7 
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make it defirable to extend theſe. pacific views, and far 


from thinking that great- poſſeſſions are neceſſary, time 

will probably diſcover the inutility of even fortified 

poſts, The Indians are naturally gentle and humane, 

| though, cruſhed; under the ſevere: yoke of deſpotiſm. 
The nations who formerly traded with them, always 

commended them for their candour and honeſty. The 


Indians are now in a ſtate of confuſion, equally alarm- 


to them and to us. Our ambition has carried dif- 
cord into all parts of their country, and our rapaciouſ- 


neſs has inſpired them. with hatred, fear, and contempt - 
for our continent. They look upon us as conquerors, 
uſurpers, oppreſſors, as actuated by ſanguinary and ava- 


ricious motives. This is the character the people of 
N have edu the eaſt. Our examples have 
; number of their national vices, at the ſame 


3 time that we have n e to be e nn 


ours, 


«6 il in in our ir peas ih tha Jails kd . 
guided by principles of ptobity; if we had ſhewn them 


that mutual advantage is the ba ſis of commerce; if we 
had encouraged their cultivation and manufactures by 
exchanges equally advantageous to both, we ſhould in- 


lenſibly have gained their affections. If we had foriu- 


nately taken care to preſerve their confidence in our 
dealings with them, we might have remembered their 
prejudices, and perhaps changed their form of govern- 
ment. We ſhould have ſucceeded ſo far as to have 
lived among them, and trained up civilized nations 
around us, who would have protetted our ſettlements for 


our mutual intereſts. Every one of our eſſabliſhments 5 


vould have been to each nation in n as their na- 
tive 
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tive country, where they would have found a ſure pro. 
teQion. Our fituation in India is the conſequence of 
our profligacy, and of the ſanguinary ſyſtems we haye 
introduced there. The Indians imagine nothing is due io 
us, becauſe all our ations have ſhewn, that we did not 
think ourſelves under any ties with reſpe to them. 

& Is it not evident, ſince the late war, that a ſtate of 
perpetual contention is diſpleaſing to moſt of the Aſiatic 
nations, and that they ardently wiſh fora happier change? 
The diforder of our affairs muſt have inſpired us with 
the ſame ſentiments. If we are all in the ſame diſpot- 
tions, and if one common intereſt ſhould really incline 
us to peace and harmony, the moſt effeftual way to at. 
tain this deſirable end would perhaps be, that all the 
European nations that trade to India, ſhould agree 
among themſelves to preſerve a neutrality in thoſe te- 
mote ſeas, which ſhould never be interrupted by the 
diſturbances that ſo frequently happen on our own con- 
tinent. If we could once conſider ourſelves as mem. 
bers of one great commonwealth, we ſhould not want 
thoſe forces which make us odious abroad, and which 
ruin us at home. We ſhould want no mercenary 
troops to open the way to the Indian markets; no ter- 
ritorial poſſeſſions to ſecure a landing-place for our 
merchandize. The fair profits of barter would then be 
the ſole incentive to virtuous ieee, __ 10 laudable 
enterpriſe. 

« But as the 1 of er Babe as the n 
and paſſions of mankind render ſuch a ſyſtem in ſome 
degree chimerical, let France at leaſt have the merit of 
ſetting the glorious example to the nations of Europe. 


Inſtead of aiming at power and territorial influcnce in 
India, 
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India, let us ſtrive to acquire a ſuperiority over our 
competitors by the mildneſs and -integzity of but gon: 
duſt; by a ſaithful-abſervance of our engagemenis : by 
having goods of a better quality and by being ſatisfied 
with a moderate. profit; Why ſhouldwe have recourſę 
io other meaſures, which hecome more huriſul in proceſs 
of time than they are uſeful at the, moment: 
What would thoſe forts announce, ith hie it is 
id you, ought to lige the coaſts, but your on terror, 


aud the odium of thoſe that ſurround yo. Ve vill be 


vo longer under apprehenſions, when ye are no longer 
leieſted Ve willi;no longer be deteſted, xhen ye ate 
benevolent. 1 The ſavages, as well as the civilized man 
aſpires aſter, happineſa. The advantages of commercial 
intercourſe, and the means of encreaſing it, are the ſame 
in both hemiſpheres. Upon hateyer {pot ye may ſet- 
tle, il ye;a as ihe founders of cities, if ye ſhew vou. 
ſelyes the friends of mankind, ye will ſoon acquire a 
power not eaſily ſubverted. The edifice of wiſdom is 
not indeed eternal; but that of folly is continually tot- 
tering, and ſoon! falls to pieces. Wiſdom imprints its 
laſting charadters on the rocks; ſolly traces her's on the 
have heaped ruins on ruins; who live, if not in a ſlate 
of perpetual warfare, at leaſt in a ſtate of perpetual 
alarm, and the abr of whoſe ran abe 
only with blood.“ Niet 
The laſt deciſiye queſtion 0 incereting ſubject | 
was ſtated thus ; | 20 1rfrh 
Shall the trade to India 3 the Cape of Good 
Hope be thrown open, or e to ene ee af 
n and excluſion?” ? | 
Vote. 3H 5 
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A. this 4 had been already decided upon by the 
voice of the nation, very few members of the Mendy, 
however attuated by partialiry, prejudice, or intereſ}, 
dared openly to avow themſelves advocates for the un. 

popular ſyſtem of excluſive privileges. The 455. 
Maus, indeed, and Mzss'as. ErxzuzswWil, My 
LOUET) CanTtust,with ſome others, ſtrove by indire 

means to prop up the tottering edifice of the Eaſt India 

«company ; to avert the blow that threatened its immedi 


ate downfall.” Some arguments for delay had been urge 5 
by the two former. To thoſe M. MATO added 


the impoliey of alarming Tippoo Suib by too precipitate 
a detiſion of a matter in Which he might think bimſelf 
very deeply concerned. That powerful Indian prince 


ho bad ſo lately ſent amboſſudori io ile French cout, 


would imagine that; by aboliſhing the Eat India com- 
pany, France certainly intended to break off all intimate 
connections wich him and his country. This, therefore, 


he ſaid, was a point of peculiar delicacy and importance, 


which required the moſt ſerious and mature delibera- 
tion. Some immediate reform miglit, however, be 
made in the preſent ſyſtem of the Aſiatic trade. The 
navigation of the Red Sea might be rendered free; ibe 
Ottoman court might be ſolieited for a privilege to con. 
vey goods by caravans from Suez to Grand Cairo; and 
import duties might be laid on all the Eaſt India mer- 
chandize, appropriating the amount to the ſole purpoſe 


of premiums*forithe n wy: tran manu- 


ot. res. 
M. CanTiisu; endeavoured to evtite ltr 95 
ow of what the Engliſh Faſt India company were ac- 


tually meditating, in caſe Fraue ſhould Anu he char. 
. | lers 
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were / baton awugd onto ah . nk 19 any it) 


| Ihe flop th 0 the diſſolution of excluſive. privi- 
; leges took up the queſtion on very different grounds, on 
the bnd nen of. national of VU NEVARSAL BO 


A 1 T6 ovods tots: 


« If,” (aid N. FR 3 «the motion now-ſub. 
= to this houſe. were to be decided upon general 


principles, it would be eaſily anſwered. If we aſk whey 
ther, in a ſtate which allows any particular branch of 


trade, every Citizen has a right to ; partake of it; the 


anſwer is ſo plain as to leave no room for diſcuſſion. It 


would be unnatural that ſubjects, who ſhare alike the 


burthen'-and public expence of civil. ſociety, ſhould 
not be alike partakers-of the benefits ariling from the 
compatt that unites them; they would have cauſe to 
complain, that they ſuſtain all the inconveniences of 


lociery, and are deprived. of the advantages they ex- 


; petted to receive from it. CALE? Ot}; ; lehr; A Rn „ * 


Ibeſe ideas of juſtice: to fe are 25 
reconcileable with the maxims of ſound policy, and 
vith the general intereſts of commerce. It. is well 
known that freedom is the very ſoul of trade, and that 
nothing, elle can bring it to perfettion.., Competition 
| avakens induſtry, and gives it all the vigour it is capa: 
ble of acquiring. The ſpirit of excluſion or mono, 
| poly, on the other. band, ſpreads, its chilling influence 
over the whole, mercantile ſyſtem ; it damps the ardour 
of enterprize, and; relaxes the ſprings of ren Ang 
Hafens . 
But the ger demen, who ty ve 3 thoſe prin- 
vs En Hz, _ cipless 


k 
| 
1 
XY 
= 
| 118 
' 
f 
F ; 
148 
ö | 
Wl. 
1 i 


N 
bs 


* 


eiples, tell * that niſtaory and practical knowledge are 
the only guides to accurate theory; that all the nations 
of Europe, who trade to India, have carried on that 
commerce for upwards of a- century by excluſive com. 
panies: and that it muſt appear very ſtrange, how ſuch 
great and'enlighitened nations ſhould remain under a miſ. 
take for above a hundred years in ſo 1 important a point, 
without being undeceived either by experience or by 
argument. But, in the firſt place, the precedent of 
what has been long done is no very forcible reaſon ſor 
its continuance.Hoary-headed error is not on that 
account venerable; nor has 'abſurdity of an old date 
any preſcriptive claim to reſpedt. And, ſecondly, the 
very appeal thoſe” gentlemen make to facts, the very 
cauſes they aſſign for confining the trade to chartered 
companies, will enable us to trace the ſource of the 
| miſtaken Aae that nene are en nete 
en Y CC 8 
In ns menus walter in the dene . 
view, we muſt explain the motives that firſt gave riſeto 
the grant of excluſive privileges, and ſhew, that they 
depended on particular cireurhſtances,” which have long 
fince ceaſed to operate, and bare indeed no eas 
comme ktion with this trade, | 
% When the ſeveral nations in rule began to find 
that it was their intereſt to take a part in the commerce 
of India, which private merchants were backward to 
engage 'in on account of the dangers, the delays; and 
the vaſt expences of ſuch adventures, government was 
obliged to inv ite individuals to form themſelves into pub- 
lic companies; and to give them every encouragement 
tar" ty {difficult an ons aid equ red. Capials 


were 
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were advanced to them: they were inveſted with a ſort 
of ſovereign authority; were permitted to ſend ambaſ. 
ſadors; and empowered to make peace and war: a fatal 

privilege, which, unfortune ly for them and for man- 
kind, they have too often exereiſed. It vas thought 
neceſſaty at the ſame time to ſecure to them the means 
of indemnifying themſelves for the expences of ſetile- 
ments, which muſt be very conſiderable. This was the 
origin of Eaſt India charters, which at firſt were given 
for a term of years, nd mum Aa ene wm 
the following reaſons: 

The brilliant eroyinves ard ee 
were, in fact, ſo many impediments to trade. The right 
ol having fortreſſes implied the neceffity of building and 
defending them; that of having troops implied the obli- 
gation of paying and recruiting hem. It was the ſame 
vith regard to the permiſſion of ſending: ambaſſadors; 
and concluding treaties with the Indian princes. All 
theſe privileges were attended with expences merely of 
parade, it only to check the progreſs u trade, and to in- 

the al tors ſent by the companies 
into India, who, on their arrival, 5 ede 
—— and aQted 'accordingly. 125 | 

Nations, however, found it for PO time Cary 
convenient to have ſettlements, and to be extending 
their territorial poſſeſſions in Aſia, which were appa- 
rently attended with no coſt to them: as it ſeemed” 
therefore reaſonable, that while the companies bore all 
the expences, they ſhould alſo enjoy the whole profits, 
the privileges being continued. But if the ſeveral na- 
tions, inſtead of attending only to this pretended eco- 
nomy, which could be but temporary, had extended 
their 


views to futurity 1 all the eben 
which, muſt naturally, be brought about in ihe courſe of 
a number of years; they muſt have foreſeen, that the 
expences of ſovereignty, which can never be aſceruined, 
becauſe they depend upon numberleſs political contingen. 
cies, would in time abſorb both the profits and the ſtock 
of a trading company; that then the public treaſury muſt 

be exhauſted, to aſſiſt the chartered company; and that 
this aſſiſtance being granted too late, and for. abſurd 
purpoſes, would only operate as a temporary ins 
without being able to cure the inveterate evil. | 
But, if maritime Rates were not actuated by: pemi- 
cious views of conqueſt; if they were not (dazzled by 
the falſe glare of territorial influence; if they were to 
conſult only the real intereſts of trade, and the proſpe- 
rity of their people; they would pull down thoſe fatal 
monuments of rapine and hoſtility ;+ they would relin- 
quiſh eſtabliſhmentswhich can only be ſupportedata vaſt 
expence; and there would then be no further need for 
excluſive privileges. The appearance of monopoly 
would vaniſh for ever; and charters would no longer 
being open to all the members of the community, would 
flouriſh by their induſtry ; ne diſcoveries would be 
attempted, and ne enterprizes formed. The trade 
from one part of India to another, having the certainty 
of a general market, would: become conſiderable and 
extenſive. Inſtead of one great and rapacious mono · 
poliſt, ſeveral companies of merchant adventurers would 
be immediately formed, vieing with one another in their 


laudable and ſpirited efforts, and per k by ſuch 
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rivalſhip to ihe extenſion of mann to1hs e 
welfare of their country. 19" 2H 
We have heard a great deal ſaid of the impoſſ bility 
of carrying on the India trade without chartered 'compa- 
nies not only by men whoſe knowledge of the ſubjet̃t 
Vas confined to their cloſet or their library, but even by 
thoſe who have been born in Aſia, who were rocked; as it 
were, in the cradle of trade, and imbibed- its ſpirit with 
their nurſe's milk. The opinions of the latter Wig cer- 
tainly to be examined with candour and accuracy. 
What is it then that conflitutes the peculiar: AY 
culties of Aſiatic commerce? The climate, we are told, 
the nature of the produce, the diſtance of places, the 
ſorm ol the government, the genius and manners of the 
people who are ſubjett to it. In the trade with India, 
the merchant muſt undertake a voyage of fix thouſand 
leagues in ſearch of the commodities which the country 
ſupplies; he muſt arrive there at a certain ſeaſon, and 
wait till another for the proper winds to return home. 
Therefore every voyage takes up about two years, and 
the proprietors of the veſſels mult wait this time for their 
returns, This is the 2 and eee a ey, material 
eircumſtan tee. 1 
The nature a a een ſuch as is elbe | 
in thoſe diſtant ſeats of deſpotiſm, where there is neither 
fafety nor property,” will not permit the people to have 
| anypubhc'marts, or to lay up any ſtores. We cannot 
controvert the truth of what has been aſſerted by the 
diretors of the Eaſt India company at our bar, that 
thoſe who wiſh' to avail themſelves of any traffic in the 
Haft, are obliged to maintain at a vaſt expence ſeveral 
Wee ho are ſcattered * interior parts of the 
country; 
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:ountry, and who muſt ga, in the. midſt of dangers and 
hand embarraſſing circumſtances, with gold in their 
hands to excite the activity of the y 
as it were by a ſort of violence, or irreſiſtible allure. 
ment, Indian induſtry ſrom its ſtate of natural indolence 
It may indeed be affirmed, that in countries where the 
ſubje&s| on one hand are depreſſed and corrupied by 
ſervizude, and where, on he ot 
in her gilis than power is rapacious, ſupplies a lothful 
people with food ſufficient for. their, wants and defirey 
no manufacture would. be carried on, if the workmen bad 


not peculiar incitements, if the workmen were not en- 


couraged by ready money, and if the goods were not 
engaged ſor a conſiderable time before they are waned. 
One third of the money is paid at the time the work is 
ordered, another when it is half done, and the remainder 
on the delivery « of che goods 
ment there is indeed a eee eee difference mac 
both in heir price and quality; but hence lkevil 
ariſes the neceflity not only of larger funds to carry on 
the trade, but of having one's: capital out, a Fur lopger, 
that i is, three years inſtead gftwo.: .., 

All theſe indeed are very alarming 8 


to private merchants ; and are till, farther increaſed by 


the charges of navigation, the riſques of the voyage, aud 
the conſequent high rate of inſurance, But what infer- 
ence. can thence be drawn i in favour of an eſtabliſhed, 
but  odious monopoly ? The largeneſs of the capital re. 


quiſite for ſuch undertakings, and the perils to which 


they are expaſed, ſuggelt, we own, the expedience, and 


even the neceſſity of entering into aſſociations, where a 


number of men will not e to be ee 
caul 


wers, and io rouſe, 


2x, nature, more liberal 


From this. mode of pay- | 
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tauſe every individual will venture bbb ſmall part of 
his fortune, and will rate the meaſure of his profits upon 


the united ſtock 'of the whole ſociety. But why. is any 


ſich aſſociation to be ſanctioned by excluſive privi- 
leges ? Is it not contfary both to reaſon and experience 
to ſuppoſe, that the extinction of rivalſhip ſhould be 
the beſt method of encouraging maritime enterprize? 
The chartered companies are alarmed at the propoſed 
plan of throwing open their trade; but their own extra- 
vagant 'expences, their frequent abuſe of the privileges 
granted them, their ſchemes of viſionary aggrandizement 
have been at all times more fatal to them than compe. 


tition, Commercial and civil liberty are the two tutelar 


deities of mankind ; nor can any inſtitution of general 
| and laſting utility be ever dig hn but wn er 
benignant influence. 


„We will not take an e review of BY nil. 


tory ol the Engliſi Eaſt India company, of which ſo 
much has been faid by the, advocates for excluſive 
charters, FRANCE NOW SCORNS TO TAKE EXAMPLE 
BY ANY OTHER STATE; BUT ASPIRES TO THE o- 
RY OF BEING ITSELF A MODEL FOR ALL ENLIGHT- 
ID NATIONS. England will ſoon be tempted, nay 
forced to adopt the ſame meaſure ; and, inſtead of ad- 


hering to the pedlar principles of monopoly and exclu- 


fron, will find it her beſt intereſt to extend to all her ſub- 
jets the bleſſings of a free trade. No narrow jealou- 
Ges ſhould ſubſiſt between the two nations, but each, 
animated by the ſpirit of generous emulation, endeavour 
10 outſtrip the other in the career of uſeful and lauda- 
dle enterprize. Let the voice of reaſon and philoſophy 


be heard; and let not the real happineſs of both coun- | 
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trier be aerificed to the dreams of ambition or to the 


avarice of a few ſelfiſh individuals.” 


After the aſſembly had paſſed th firſ 8 


article of their decree on this ſubjett, declaring the trade 


beyond the Cape of Good Hope free to all French nen, 
they adjourned the other acceſſory clauſes, viz. Whe. 
ther the port of L Orient ſhould, as heretofore, continue 
to be the only [depoſitory of Indian merchandize? 
Whether the import duties ſhould be renewed? And 
whether any A era be n to n ne 
e a e 

When the aſſembly diſcuſſed thoſe Feine ſome te. 
bate aroſe, Whether the ſole privilege of receiving 
Indian merchandize ſhould be continued to the city of 
L'Orient? M. de Foucaurr cavilled at the word pri. 
vilege, as ſavouring ſtrongly of the old ſyſtem; but M, 
de Cnayz 112m very juſtly obſerved, that this in reality 


was not the grant of an excluſive privilege to any par. 


ticular port, but a neceſſary precaution to ſecure the 


payment of the duties; which could not be cafily ef. 


fefted, if all the ports of the ge were 5 9 8 10 


the India ſhips. 


In order to avoid the loſing time in minute and im 
concluſive diſcuſſions, the aſſembly referred the remain. 
ing articles of their decree reſpeQiing the India trade to 
the e . . paar n . 


© The buſineſs of the Eaſt India company and inde 
being diſpoſed of, the aſſembly had time to proceed in 


the conſtitution, and other matters of equal Import. A 
people, voſt reſtored to their long loſt right, were in wank 


of every thing. Wile laws were 1 a judicial 


. | 7 ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem to be perfefed ; an army to be diſciplined, and 
rendered incapable of being perverted to wicked pur- 
| poſes; a plan of education, to impreſs the young mind 
vich every growing, generous, and patflptic ſentiments 
and to direct the exertions of ability to the nobleſt. 
ends; to form a juſt and efteQuual ſeparation between 
| the legiſlative and executive powers, by which tyranny 
might be for ever excluded. Thele were the preſcribed 
| objetts for the aſſembly's ſedulous attention. The face. 
| of things with reſpect to the finances was greatly chan- 
| ged for the better. The credit of the new-created 
| paper money being founded upon the royal demeines, 
and church lands and revenues, called in French, bo- 
' MAINS NATIONAUX was greater than could have 
been imagined. It found a ready circulation. 
The financial miniſter was directed by the aſſembly to 
preſent to the committee, like a good father of a family, 
an exatt weekly account of the receipts and expendi- 
tures, ſo as that it might be examined, and, a; needful, 
laid before theafſembly. . 
This order was ſtrictly conformed to by M. Sw 
not only without reluQtance, but apparently with eager- 
| neſs, All parties derived ſatisfaction from the meaſure; _ 
aud it contributed in ſome reſpełts to put the aſſembly 
and the miniſter on a more friendly and confidential 
| booting, although the latter had juſt demanded of the 
former forty millions of livres for the ſervice of the 
royal — when it was {bong puns to en 
The dee part of he nb 1 the coup 
de grace given to the feudal and eecleſiaſtical ufurpa- | 
N and the new order of things likely to be eſtas 
| 31 2 | bliſhed 
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bude . by the ardour and perſeverance of the Other 
ſide, began to be ſtruck with deſpair and rage, and took 


the opportunity, when one'of the ſecretaries had reaq 
ſeveral letters from three of the provinces, deſcribing 
them io be in a ſtate of inſurrettion, to propoſe the dif. 
ſolution of that aſſembly, and the calling a new one, 
This infidious motion was received with indignation by 
the popular members, many of whom roſe up together 
and declared, that as they had been fixed on for faving 
the nation, and for drawing up a conſtitution, they were 
determined not to relinquiſh the work till it ſhould be 
finiſhed ; adding, that it was impoſſible any man could 
be induced to make ſuch a motion but owe es 
malignant and dangerous deſigns,  _ 
The clergy of Thoulouſe about this time 8 
ed to excite in that city a ſort of domeſtic cruſade, to 
reſcue the wealth and priyileges of the church from the 
hands of political infidels, The ſteps which they took, 
and the writings they publiſhed, would probably have 
 Inflamed the winds of the infatuated and ſuperſtitious 
populace, hat not the corporation of that city taken vi- 
gorous and effectual meaſures to diſperſe all aca and 
to reſtrain the ſeditious deſigns of the prieſthood. © 
A A queſtion of no ſmall importance a libarjes of 
the people was decided in their fayour, viz. that the 
people ſhould chooſe their own judges, and the king not 
have the power to refuſe ſuch judges ſo choſen. 
The national aſſembly was deſirous of doing an eſſen- 
tial ſervice to the mercantile and trading world, by 
eſtabliſhing an uniformity of weights and meaſutes. 
The king was requeſted to give orders to the proper 


e in every diſtrict in _; Os to ſend to the 
N „„ e 
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ſecretary of the academy of ſciences an exact model 
of the weights and meaſures made uſe of in each diſtrict. 

His majeſty was alſo requeſted to write to the king and 

parliament of Great Britain to engage them to appoint 
;vclye members of the royal ſociety to confer on this 
important ſubject, with a like number of commiſ- 
ſioners choſen out of the academy of ſciences, that by 
heir combined endeavours ſome accurate ſtandard might 

; The afſembly alſo paſſed: ſome reſolutions to facilitate 
he uſe and knowledge of this accurate ſtandard, when 
once aſcertained ; and to aboliſh all the old meaſures. 
| It were to be wiſhed that this deſign bad been fully 

B executed, as a ſimilar one has been perfected in Ame 
rica, where the ſame accuracy of regulation extends to 
the general coins and their diviſions. OED Dd 


| CORSICA INCORPORATED WITH FRANCE. || 
The iſland of Corſica had been, by a previous decree 
of the aſſembly, deelared an integral part of the em- 
pire of France, and allowed to ſend repreſentatives to 
the national aſſembly. In the month of March, in this 
year, the general aſſembly of the people of Corſica, - 
held at Baſtia, ſent an extraordinary deputation to the 
French ſenate, General Paor1 was at the head of this 
deputation, and addreffed the aſſembly as follows / 


129 Gt od 0k} Dole 3 a9 
This is the happieſt and moſt delightful day of my 
whole life a life which 1 have ſpent in ſearch of li- 
berty; and here am charmed with the moſt tranſporting 


view . 
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view of it. I left my country e - 
What more can I have to wiſh for? ; 
„ After twenty years -abſence, 5 cannot tell . 
change oppreſſion may have made in the character of 
my countrymen.— I know its tendency is to debaſe; 
but you have relieved the Corſicans from their chains 
—you have reſtored to them their primitive virtue. 

In returning to my country, my ſentiments, gen- 
temen, cannot be ſuſpected or equivocal. ' You have 
treated me with generoſity ; and I have never ben a 
flave. My paſt conduct, which you honoured with 
your approbation, is the beſt ſecurity for my future be- 


haviour. I may venture to ſay, that my whole life has 


been devoted to liberty; has been, as it were, a con- 


 tinual oath to the very conſtitution you are now eſta. 
bliſhiog. It now remains that I take the ſame oath o 


the nation that adopts me, and to the ent, whom! 


acknowledge.“ 
The General then pronounced n the Jacre words of 


the civic oath, 


Fs is ns one of dis ks next bak | 
dreſſed the ſenate in his own and his ee name. 
| ow mers contained the Wan pes ED 


85 3 Fo, 


« « Corſica, now free, has 1201 us to . . te 


authors of her liberty. Deſpotiſm had oppreſſed, but, 
we are bold to ſay, had not ſubdued us. Your ulticc 
alone has conquered us ; and it is to your generoſity that 


ve have ſurrendered our arms. The name of French- 
men was odious to us as that of our tyrants: ;—We 


noy 


I findiit fre, 
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now bleſs them as our deliverers and Gries; 7 4 For e 


upwards of War hundred years we have been fighting 
for liberty... We have ſhed torrents of blood for it, 
without being able to accompliſh our object... In one 
day you have granted it to our ene, On if 
ve can be ungrateful or rebellious. ” 5 

4 All Europe admires your n th: FOR 


thanks you for your laws.—But there is no part of the 


globe that admires them more, or is more ſenſible of 


heir value, than Corſiea. We were a weak people, 


a very limited ſtate: but ſince we are incorporated 
with France, we are become a powerful nation... 
Our countrymen were deſirous, that the perſon, 


who was at their head in their misfortunes, ſhould alſo . 
be placed in the ſame honourable rank, on the day of 


their triumph and felicity. The acclamations which his 
appearance at this bar has excited, are the moſt unequi- 
vocal teſtimonies of your applauſe.” The preſident of 


the national aſſembly made a br TT, 22705 con. 
cluded it with the following words: - GE 


The ancient- Romans Writes: ſole children i in 0 
reign families . France finds them in a neighbouring 
people; and thoſe children of her adoption, whom ſhe 
has invited to ſhare in her privileges and her name, are 
not leſs dear or el debe to her than 5 other wi 
1 ae 1 55 299% 1 
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The Aden will recen that bee this gle 


rupture was expected between the courts of Spain and 


Great Britain. The Spaniſh armament was the topic of 
converſation among the politicians of France, the 
a of whom believed, and neyer have had rea- 


fon 
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ſon to FRED their mind ſince, that the cauſe of dit 
pute was an invention of the Spaniſh cabinet in Concert 
with that of his moſt chriſtian majeſty, to interrupt the 
patriotic reform going forward in France, As the 
compact between church and ſtate was broken, it was 
determined to try whether the French would have more 
reſpett or veneration for the family compatt, The court 
and the Jeaders of the ariſtocracy had had private con. 
ſultations upon this head, and it was reſolved. on to try 
how far a diverſion of this kind would tend to*draw off 
the aſſembly and the people from a work ſo difmal in 
proſpettive to power and privilege. The ariſtocratic 
party had frequent meetings for the purpoſe of con- 
ſulting how beſt to carry forward the ſcheme which 
had been laid hefore tbem. The moſt numerous meet- 
ing was at a houſe in the rue royale, where their de- 
| Iiberations were greatly diſturbed by the noiſe. and hiſſes 
of the people, which ſurrounded it till midnight, when 
it was feared the mob would have proceeded to afts of 
violence. The Paris militia was called out, which pre. 
vented any other outrage than the breaking the win- 
dows. Thus this meaſure was ſmitten with unpopula- 
8280 before it was ripe for coming fortn. 
A patriotic member knowing a meſſage from the king 
would be ſent to the aſſembly, printed what be called 
his opinion upon the family compa, he ſhewed what 
light it ought to be viewed in, and the printed opinion 
he gave to the nnn . It runs as 
follows: 
4 1 5 England and "ir are now 3 vigorow 5 
parations for war. A at hae kehee raph on that pan 


which 
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Wilts France ought to take in ſuch hoſtilities. The 
friends of Great Britain on the one hand, endeavour to 
inſpire us with diſtruſt and jealouſy of the inſidious de- 
ſigas of the court of Madrid: the partiſans of that 
court, on the other, ſpeak of the Spatiiards as the an- 
tient and natural allies of the French: as a brave and 
generous people, incapable of perfidy and deceit. We 
do not, indeed, fuſpett the Spaniſh nation on the con- 
trary, we hold them in the higheſt eſteem but we have 
not the ſame opinion of the Spaniſh miniſtry, —We 
ſhould always diſtinguiſh between a people and the 
court of their tyrants. It is the plots, the ſelfiſh and 
ambitious views os the "ies that” ve ou to be 
uy againſt. „ 
The great point, e is, not to quiet at 
fears with reſpe& to the charaQter of the Spaniards, or 
the poſſibility of their attempting a. counter revolution 


in France, Thoſe, whoare fo zealous for cementing 


what they call the family compatt, ſhould demonſtrate 
to us that it is the intereſt of France to unite with Spain 
2gainſt Great TI Tg appr! of a war | between thoſe 
powens,- 2. fee 
& Such an Amelie . on our part muſt appear to 
every real friend of this country an a of the utmoſt 
rOLLY, TEMERITY and DANGER, Every infinuation, 
which has that tendency, is a ſnare laid for the ruin 
of the sT ATE, for the SUBYER5LON of our POLITICAL, 
whiyanneate ] ü 8 
* What, in fact, would be the ecnfequetices of our | 
taking a deciſive part in favour of Spain? In the firſt 
place, ſuch a war would interrupt the preſent ſalutary 
work of the national affembly, Secondly, it would 
Vote 1, N throw 


F 
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throw back the entire diſpoſal of the revenue, and the 
direfion of the army into the hands of the executive 
power. Thirdly, it would bring. about a renewal of 
the fatal treaty of 1756 with the houſe of Auſtria— 
And fourthly, it would prevent the Belgic provincez 
from eſtabliſhing their freedom, and hinder the king of 
Pruſſia from humbling the pride and checking the rapa · 
city of the imperial courts.— , our enemies were to di. 
viſe a CURSE UPON OUR IMBECILITY, could they ina- 
gine any of a MORE PERNICIOUS IMPORT? 
Let us not be told of ramiLy compacts. We 
know of none—We will acknowledge none, but thoſc 
which ſubſiſt between NATIONAL FAMILIES, It 
equally inconſiſtent with our intcreſt, with the maxims 
of ſound policy, and with the principles of univerſal 
Juſtice, to take any ſhare in the quarrel between Spain 
and Great Britain, Let the beſt informed and moſt di. 
Intereſted perſons of both countries maturely conſider 
the propricty and the urgency of the motives they may 
have to go to war; and if no reaſon can be afligned for 
mutual butchery but the dictates of ambition and ava- 
rice, let the adviſers of ſuch a meaſure be brought to 
their ſenſes, and let the people live in peace. 

„It is to be hoped, that the time is not far. diſtant, 
when the principles of true policy will prevail throughout 
the enlightened globe; and when an injured or inſulted 
nation will demand ſatisfaction from the governmen; 
that has injured them, and not from the people ſubjedted 
to and ruled by that government,” 


| The expected royal meſſage was brought to the al. 
OE . It 


F 


: FRENCH REVOLUTION. 8 
It axnified that a rupture between Spain and England was 
to he apprehended, and hinted at the obligations the com- 
pat with Spain might lay France under of furniſhing the 
ſlipulated aſſiſtance ; it ſpoke alſo of the propriety of ena- 
bling his majeſty to put the kingdom in a reſpettable poſi- 
tion of ſtrength ſo as to he prepared for any event which 
circumſtances mightleadto. One of the ariſtocratic party 
opened the debate by ſaying, © Spain and E. ngland are 
both arming in a manner equally formidable. We are 
pound to the former not only by repeated treaties, but 
by the ſtronger ties of national gratitude. Neither ho. 
nour, intereſt, nor policy will ſuffer us to be tame ſpec- 
tators of her oppreſſion by any other power, Peace, 
indeed, was never more ardently to be wiſhed for than 
at preſent. Our patriot king is taking the moſt effec- 
| tual meaſures to ſecure it, by placing qur nayy upon a 
reſpeftable footing. What, then, can we do better, 
than paſs a vote of thanks to his majeſty for the wiſdom 
of his condukt, and requeſt that he will lay before this 
houſe an eſtimate of the expences which an Ep 
dinary grmament muſt occaſion,” 


A patriotic member exclaimed, “ The miniſte?" let. 


ter, gentlemen, is a ſnare laid to entrap us; it is an in- 
fidious attempt to throw amongſt us the apple of diſcord; 
and to ſubyert the fundamental principles of our conſli- 
tution, Have we hot made it an unalterable rule, never 
to deliberate upon any propoſal that comes immediately 
and directly from a miniſter? But, what is of ill 
greater importance, the right of making war and peace, 
or of concluding alliances, belongs only to the nation, 

Il cannot therefore for a moment be aſſumed by the execu- 
ve en without a FLAGRANT INVASION OF OUR 


5 BY MOST 
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MOST SACRED PRIVILEGES, For my own part, ] 
cannot help conſidering the whole of this buſineſs as 2 
maneuvre of miniſtry to involve us in foreign quarrels ; 
to interrupt the fatriclic labours of this afſembly ; to ruin 
our commerce; to deſiroy our credit; to 8ACr1ricy, 
perhaps, MILLIONS OF FRENCHMEN TO. DESPorTic 
VENGEANCE : and to throw the nation back into that 
Hate of deplorable ſervitude, from which e has been f 
lately and jo gloriouſiy emancipated.” 
N. A. Lamzru took nearly the ſame fide of the 
queſtione No doubt, ſaid he,” Gentlemen, you will 
vote the thanks of this houſe to his majelty, for the 
ains he has taken to ſecure the tranquillity of this 
realm. But I truſt at the ſame time, you will not delay 
a moment to determine another important point. We. 
ther the nation, in whom the ſoyereignty is yeſted, ought 
to delegate to the king the right of making war and 
peace ? You will inquire into the origin of the quarrel 
into the motives of the rupture, which we are told is 
likely to take place between Spain and England. You 
| will alſo conſider the characters of the men, ho are 
now the oſtenſible agents of our court in this buſineſs, 
You will not ſorget that the preſent arnbaſſador at Ma- 
drid was in adminiſtration at the moment Paris and this 
aſſembly were ſurrounded with bayonets. But above 
all things, you will remember, that the matter you are 
now to decide upon is THE.CAUSE OF KINGS AGAINST 
THEIR $UBJECTS—the laſt convulſi ve #rogsle perhaps, 
between the court and the people.” 
A member obſerved, that the attention of. the houſe 


was now likely to be diſtratted by two very different ob- 


jelts; ag one the Dey: of the day, to conſider of a 
2205 
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proper reply to the king's meſlage, which claimed:the 
allembly's immediate notice; and the other an inciden- 
{al queſtion ſtarted by M. LameTa;—be voted that the 
diſcuſſion of the Lee might, De: Oy or * 
peaks, 
When, „ ſaid M. eee = «dh e | 
me, that efes ought to precede cauſes, and that decifive 
meaſures ſhould be ſanctioned previous to any inquiry 
into the motives, I ſhall then adopt this opinion. 
But if we wiſh to follow. the order of nature, and 


of right reaſon, we ſhall. firſt inveltigate the princi- 


ple before we give our aſſent to any dottrines founded . | 
on it, The miniſter ſeems to take it for granted, that 
the right of making war belongs to the king. That 
point, therefore, we muſt decide cont as an _— 
and preliminary article.” 

It was denied that the pes 1 . any 
aſſertion of the king's ſole right to make war ; but affirm- 
cd, that the king's late conduct, as the guardian of the 
property of his ſubjetts, and of the national ni, 
vas entitled to the juſteſt applauſ. 

The cqunt de Mix ABEAU was of oats delay- 
ing the conſideration of the king's meflage, by a previous 
debate on his right to make war or, peace, would be 
equally unneceſſary and impolitic. The armament pro- 
poled by the king was a meaſure diftated by. prudent 
caution, but would be taken by the people as a ſignal of 
alſured hoſtilities, if N. n ETH'S arenen n was 
tobe firſt diſcuſſed. 

_* Beſides,” added 1 ms 60 es noting 1 N 

h majeſty ſolicits, we do not ſurrender to him any of 

our privileges, It is merely à grant, to enable him to 
| | put 
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| put the navy upon a proper footing to protect our trade 

in the midſt of OY alarms. If we delay thoſe 
armaments, do we not endanger our A nd are 
we not reſponſible for the conſequences ? 

« But it has been ſuggeſted, that ſuch armaments may 
be deſigned for the ruin of our liberties.—Baniſh ſo 
groundleſs a fear. Can fourteen little fiips overthrow 
the French conſtitution ?—Will five and twenty millions 
of patriots be ſtartled at an ideal conſpiracy of pigmirs ? 


The idea carries too much abſurdity upon the very face 


of it, to require one moment's ſerious notice. 
Let it not, however, be underſtood, that I think 
the queſtion of right to make war and peace as trifling 
or unimportant. All I contend for is, the propriety of 

adjourning for a very ſhort time the diſcuſſion of it, in 
order to confine our attention now to the meln 
_—_ of his majeſty's meſſage.” 

Another member ftrenuouſly opiate Al acquieſ. 
cence, even for a moment, in the king's exerciſe of the 
right” of arming and difarming. © It,” ſaid he, & we 
give up that important privilege, the views of the ſove. 
reign and the intereſts of his people will be at perpetual 
variance. If the king be allowed to commence hotili- 
ties at pleaſure, what a diſtreſſing alternative ſhall we be 
reduced to, either of diſobliging bim by a refuſal of the 
neceſſary ſupplies, or enabling him to carry on a calami- 
tous war by our criminal aſſent to his demands!” 

The war,” ſaid another member, is only a court 
manceuvre. There will be an end to it the moment you 
declare the king has no 1 to enter upon it of an 
own authority. 55 


66 It has been the cry of mite or ſix months paſt 
| England 
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England will make war upon you. England has not 
given the leaſt intimation of any ſuch deſign; but thoſe | 
men would prompt us to declare war againſt that couns 

_ try—Be upon your guard againſt their wicked artifice, | 
Never ſuffer them to introduce into France the diſgrace» 
ful and odious traffic carried on by the petty potentates 
of Germany, who ſell their ſubjects like cattle, and ſend 
off men in the ſame manner as lars would oxen to ihe 
ſlaughter houſe. ; 

« Suppoſe "0 a moment to the 3 he Wee 
precipitate us into a war, have no intention to turn thoſe 
arms againſt ourſelves, or to employ the {word we fur- 
niſh them with againſt our own political exiſtence; yet 
ſurely we ought to ſpurn at the idea of being made the 
tools of foreign avarice and ambition. We can never. 
lubmit to the folly, as well as the diſgrace of being call. 

| ed forth at a miniſter's caprice to fight the battles of 


remain at leaſt at our own diſpoſal.” + | 
M. Mznov took a very comprehenſive view of the 
queſtion; and in a ſpeech glowing with the ardour of 
patriotiſm, yet tempered by the coolneſs of reaſon, en- 
deavoured to convince the aſſembly, that by giving up 
he queſtion of right reſpecting the declaration of hoſti- 
lities and the power of arming, they expoſed themſelves 
| to the danger of being involved in long and bloody 
Var. “ For,” faid he, if you ſuffer the king in the firſt 
inſtance to begin hoſtilities; if you vote ſupplies for 
putting the troops in motion, and for carrying on a 
lngle campaign, you muſt continue thoſe. enen or 
you bring diſnonour on the nation. 


* I need not go far,” continued the om % 5 to 6 ak 
a ſtrik- 


Spain. Let the expenditure. of our blood and treaſure 
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@ ſtriking 8 of the political evil 1 "IR noi 
pointed out. England will furniſh us with an important 
leſſon, if we know how to profit by her indiſeretiom, 
a quem faciunt aliena pericula cautum. You can 
recollett, gentlemen, what ſo lately happened in Eng. 
158 when lord Nox rn precipitated that nation into 3 
war, from which it was afterwards impoſſible to deſiſt 
but with infamy, and the lofs of the numerous armies 
already on foot. After the firſt blow was ftruck, and 
the firſt ſupplies were voted, one of the miniſterial 
ſpeakers in the Britiſh houfe of lords very juflly obſer. 
ved in a debate on the continuance of the war, We have 
crofſed the Rubicon: is is now too late to recede.— The 
application is ſo obvious, that it would be an inſult thy 
the underftandings of my hearers to point it ont. 
Ho, then, it will be aſked, are we to proceed in 
the preſent buſineſs? Let us firſt decide upon the eonſli. 
rational queſtion of the right io declare war.—Let us 
next proceed to examine which of the two nations is in 
fault; and if, after having tried in vain all concitiatory 
means, we can no longer avoid taking a deciſive part; 
let us then employ all our forces both by ſea and land 
to bring the offending people to a ſenſe of their error, 
But let it be wah War 2 _— ae” not of the 
„ 

„ This is not hs od all duly, b 1 of found 
policy and juſtice. We do not ſhrink from a conteſt 
with the moſt powerful of thofe ſtates, if neceſſary. We 
are ready in an equitable” war to go to attack even 
England in the boſom of England itfelf, If ſhe is ready 
to ſpend the laſt ſhilling in the conteſt, ſhe will be con- 


vineed of the * of our n ſhe is 
deter- 


raden Arvo ter 


det nined to fight to the laſt r man, even in Gere U 
have che fame decided ad 

free, brave; and generous” nation. She knows that 
prince is allo free, generous, and brave; and that ir 
| treating with us, ſhe meets her equals, and not, as for- 
merly, the ſycophants gf poyer—the, wee ſlaves of 
deſpotifin,” 

M. d'Ar6urLLON mack 1 very pointed remarks 
on the ſuppoſed deſigns of che tniniſtry. He faid, ® thay 
a ſoteign War was their u fo pe their laſt G66! 
rate effort to bring abvitt a eoutiterirevolution.” The - 
internal ftate of the Kingdom afforded no means 
which the public peace could be diſturbed, or the eon. | 
ſttution ſubverted;, The civic oath; the ſtrong bonds 
of pattiotic confederacy; and the ne municipal regula. 
tions, were ſo many inlurmountable obſtacles to all their 
domeſtic machinations. A foreign war” was therefore 
thought of as the/only poſſible reſource} France might 


fght of their liberty.—At fach a motment of longuor and 


deſpondetice, the miniftry would have a chance of reco- 
vering their ancient authority, and 18 once alone vet. 
ting the ſetters of arbitrary powes, 7+ 5% 2414 cot. 


aftage. ” "But England is 


exhauſt her blood ant treuſure. The people might Joſe 


Aſter ſome further debate, in Whithe Aenne 5 


ſo important a negoeiation/as/ that no pending, to ſuch 
a man as the French ambaſſador at the court of Madrid, 


was compared to putting a patient into the hands of 
Phyſicians whEZBhad deſigns on his 15 the” g 
pp the following reſolution s: 

* 1ſt; That the preſident Gy webs" eee | 
king, to thank him fr een be ed e be to ”_ 
ſerve the national tranquillity.. | EE | 
1 8 5 1 1 h. 


—— — — — — — 
—— 2 — 


* 
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11869 12dly,. That ihe order of the day for. to. nn 

16th 6, May, ſhall be the diſcuſſion of this conſlitutional 

_ queſtion :—Ought the nation to DELEGATE lo the xi 
te eee, 95 555 RIGHT. 45 ee, 18e and 
WAR; . ; DIVE n . er art; 3 wh WI 1 


#28 # 


ku KIxGs nies or MAK *zACE a "Van 
EXAMINED. 5 3 


* 
* * 57 Wie ** 


ao 5 i like this, of the n Cece 
not. merely to, the French, but to the people undereyery 
Sg dernen in Europe, offer themſelves to the hiſtori- 
an's notice, he cannot but be deſirous that the reader 
ſhould-allow;him to dwell upon them with reaſonable in. 
dulgence. The intereſt of human nature was, involyed 
in this deciſion, and it was of the utmoſt concern to phi- 
loſopy, as it originated i in the declaration of the rights of 
man, and vas to be agitated by a people newly recovering 
their freedom. The ſpeeches delivered upon this occaſion 
may be fairly oppoſed to ihe beſt models of Grecian and 
Roman. eloquence ;.. nor. will the compariſon be found 
10 leave France in a ſtate of diſhonourable inferiority, 
Perhaps it would not be doing more than juſtice to the 


7 4 


merit of ſome of the French ſenators of this legiſlature, | 
to inſiſt, that they; have given to the world ſome of the 
nobleſt e Ps 5 human aaa r . 

: corded. 8 VVV e p 
| This diſpute as; to. W tbe initiation 0 var a4] | 
peace ſhould be looked ſor, might be conſidered as war A 
ee between the two parties of the aſſembly. The 1 
manner in rhich ihe count de Mirabeau ſpoke io it ſub- h 
jetted him to-great ſuſpicion and miſtruſt, that be had 0 


Deen N by the coun. His fame. had pers ue 
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ime tottering; it fell on this occaſion eG riſeno mores! 
his ſpeech vas called the funeral oration'on his loſt po- 
palarity- Above forty members delivered their ſenti- 
ments on this momentous queſtion; thoſe of a fe lead- 
ing men on each ſide only are, however, ſeletted; ab ſuf- 
kcient to ſhew how qualified theſe young champions in 
the cauſe of liberty were to fight the battle throughout. 
be membet "who opened the adjourned debate re- 
fated the queſtion with a peculiar degree” of preciſion 
and energy. The point,“ ſaid he, * gentlemen which 
we are now to decide upon, is not, Whether the king 
as head of the executive power, has a right to arm in 
caſes of emergency ?; but, W iether we are to grant to 
the king's miniſters the dangerous privilege 'of tranſport. 
ing at pleaſure, and without our conſent; our blood, our 
money, our population into- Spain, into Austen eg 
nal diſtant extremities of the globe? 
It has been ſuggeſted, that the kings s tier to go to 
war is eſſential to 2 of the ſtate Let us not 
be 4 upon by a vague and ſallacious aſſertion. 
Let us not confound the ideas of offenſive and defenſive. 
war, The former is never allowable; no man has R 
right to engage in it. The latter is not à rig, but a 


day! it is not 8&WcT1oON ED BY AUTHORITY, but bie- 


TATE) I VATURE: it wants no licence ene t 


on, being itſelf the lau of felf-preſervation, e t e, 


© The" queſtion, therefore, as it now Nandi, is 400 
complicated to admit of à ſimple negative or affirmative. 
There are many other important points which ſhould - 
be firſt determined; and which” 1 ſhall png ways: 
leave to ſubmit'to'th 

"Mm Wk Is not the national aſſembly: called en at ihe 
| | 3 L 3 OY 


e viſdom of this houſe: 
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preſent moment to declare, in the. . the univerſe, 
as one of the articles of its new conſtitution, that France 
will teyer-be the aggreſſor in any war vill never ale 
an attack upon the rights of another people; but vill 
repel every unjuſt invaſion of ber own riglus with l 
the ſpirit and vigour. of a free and powerful nation? 
* gdly.: Shall the executive power. be intruſted with 
e deſence of the realm; and in delegating io the king 
he right of making war, can his miniſters be ſujcited 
10 ſuch. a are of een as. a5. Prevent 
| abuſcs?., 8 
1 adly. Shall the 3 Rong bs poner 2 5 Gyning a 
| | eee treaty. of peace, of alliance, or of commerce, 
= - vithout che concurrence of the pation?” 125 
Fame One of the. ariſtocratic party drew a 5 ingenious 
= - ee between the dangers attached to the jntrigues 
of courts, and to the corruption of miniſters, and thoſe 
which be ſaid muſt inevitably follow, from a want of 
unanimity, from a ſpirit of party, and from the mw 
billy of political ſecrecy. in numerous aſſemblies. He 
delt very much on the weight. and conſequence 
vieh ihe cabiner of Verſailles bad acquired in th ſcal 
of European politics, in the qpinion even of the gre 
Frederic, and concluded, that it was the intereſt of 
the nation to delegate 10 the monarch the power of 
mahking peace and; Mar, which, he had hitherto enjoyed, 
e leſt France might benceforward ge e eee 
as an ally, or dreaded as an enemy. 
In order to. ſoſien the prejuflices which wight be e 
A  #ertained againſt the abuſe of the, royal prerogative no 
Ul contended.forghe tempered the conceſſion with a claulc 
1 _— the king, io give am Account to the 7 
F: Ys 


% 


/ 
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; body, of the motives which, ſhould dezorwine bim . 


any time to commence boſtilites./. 


With regard to treaties, he 210, « 8 3 5 
of peace ſhould he left wholly 10 his majelty's wiſdom | 


and diſcretion; but that n commercial 'negogiationg 
ſhould be concluded, till examined 
he national aſſembly.” | 
By theſe artful Sin of: an e delign, 


* „ 
* 


| M. de Serent plajnly ſhewed; that, though a young man 
in point of years, he was. old in the Arts. of delten in- 


ſinuation and fineſſe. 


# That all powers mee in thi nation,” re- 


plied M. p'AICILox, “ is now an indiſputable 
truth. To talk therefore of abs prerogati ves our 
former tyrants once enjoyed, or of ihe weight which 


cabinet intrigue may have given them in the ſcale of 


Eutopean politics, is abſurd and ridiculous. © Did 


that weight contribute to the increaſe of national 
happineſs? Were thoſe prerogatives exerted for the 


 velfare and ſecurity-of ibe people? The hiſtory of this 


long oppreſſed and much injured CP. is a Tad 


ble demonſtration of the contrary. 

* I ſhall not now take up tbe time; mes attention of 
the aſembly, hy a detail of the calamitous wars in which 
this nation has been involved, by intruſting kings with 


the terrible power of laying waſte the earth at their 


pleaſure.—I ſhall only cite one eee. which was, 
the ſtrange cauſe of the fatal war of 1688.—Louvois, 
the marine miniſter, and ſuperintendant of the royal 
building, plunged his maſter in that war, to ee, 
himſelf for a triſling affont be had met wiibdz. 72 
Levis XIV, being one day at Ten found 


e e e 
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Pert of Gi « building wich Louvois allerted Was —.— 
conformable to the rules of architecture. The ling 
was irritated at the contradiction, and treated the mi. 
niſter with ſome indigrity. Louvois immediately ran 
home; where meeting with ſome of his confidential 
friends, he cried, it is all over with me.] fee plainh 
am out of favour wi with the king by the manner he has 
treated me for a window caſement,” I have no reſource 
BUT A WAR TO DIVERT-HIM FROM BUILDINGS, and 
to make me uſeful ; and by God uz ä avs ons, 
The miniſter kept his word: in- a few months he 
ee about a war; and in ſpite of the king and of 
the other powers he rendered the war general. It ex- 
hauſted the internal reſources 'of France :/ It did not ex. 
tend her inſluence abroad, notwithſtanding the ſplendour 
of ſome evaneſcent victories: it terminated at length in 
e ee ee rr taxation 5 we 
ge, | 
After this bell 1 na; 42 a herbs or 
the like kind, would France in its wifdom delegate 0 to 
0 king the power of making war and peace. 
M. Dx CosrixE read a very long memorial; the 
 objen of which was to prove, that the national forces 
would never be ſo active and ſo formidable, as when 
, the aſſembly ſhould confirm to the" oy 11 MO 
l the ſtandard of war.. 
M. vs LAM ETH was of a very different opinion; 
* in an animated ſpeech, which was heard with pecu. 
lizr applauſe, refuted all the arguments in favour of 
the royal prerogative. What,” ſaid he, 5 conſtitutes 


_ 202 of * war ? The voice of a whole ao 
dec , 


- 


FAENCH ngVOLUTION. Z 1 
declaring the neceſſiy of ſuch. a meaſure, 1o reyenge 
the wrongs or indignitics, offered 0M by, aer 


1 4 . fp . 38 


people. N 5 it 4; Fe. ry Mi 4 
In what does the executive power ee bi 


performing the wall, of the, community ? Would it not ; 


be inverting 4 the order of things, to give io a ſervant 


5 deliberative right of his maſter; or to delegate ibe 
direction of the-moſt important affairs to that | 


3 5 5 0 whole / greateſt. merit enfin in his thr 


dience ? an its 4 V 


« Nothing can be more abſurd Ink to ſuffer the king : 


| to retain. the power of declaring war, under the idea, 


that, if he abuſes that power by his precipitancy or his 


ambition, the ſenate can at all times wich- hold the ne · 
ceſlary ſupplies. Such an expedient, is not leſs dif. 
repe&ful. to the prince, chan deſtructive of the har- 
mon ade Pius aun ug between Mun and his 


people. ; 


4 The great Momeſquieu ns ER as Ghe of 8 1 


greateſt abuſes in the political ſyſtem, the dangerous 


privilege intruſted to kings of mak ing war at pleaſure. 


The truth of this remark may be illuſtrated by one 
linking inſtance in the reign of the moſt popular French 


king, Henry IV. whoſe memory is ſo dear to France. 


Prompted by a blind paſſion ſor the young pripceſs of 
Conde, he was, in order to obtain her, on the point of in- 


volving all Europe in a bloody war, when death ſnatched 


him away from the people by whom he vas idolized. 
If principles founded in nature and right reaſon; 


if the authority of one of the greateſt political writers | 


this country ever produced, if the example cited of the 
abuſe of oF: e, even; ** a favourite. mo- 


narch, a 


- 
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narch, den übt ſufficient to 5b ige ye . Two 
add further: The preſent moment is a moment of the 
juſteſt alarm ;—the aſſembly ſhould now be particularly 
eautious how it delegates the right of making war, We 
have our conſtitution to complete and eſtabliſh, "This 
conſtitution is the” terror of 'tyrants. Spain is more 
alarmed than any other nation at the progreſs'of liberty, 
A wat is the only ſcheme that could be deviſed to inter. 

rupt our fabours it is the laſt effort of the enemies 
of the conſtitution. If it ſucceeds, the glorious edi. 
ke your combined efforts have been ſo Tong exertedin 


. ercfting, will in Otte infant be crumbled imo dull: 


but if the artifiee' fails; yon have nothing more to fear 
23 from the impotence and deſpait of infldious tmiton. 
What in fact would be the conſequence of a war? 
St, in the firſt plare, would be deluged with blood, 
and after her ftrength and reſources were exhauſted, we 
mould fall an eaſy prey to the projeſtors of our oppreſ 
gon. But let them know, we! fhalf'not be the dupes of 
their artifice. We ftialt not go to war to promote theit |} 
tyrannical purpoſes. But though we will not be the 
_ aggrefſors'in' any quarrel, we ſhall convitice them of 
our ſpirit to act upon the defenſive. They would be 
_ cruelly diſappointed in their hopes of victory. If they 
have gold, ve have fterl :—If they poſſeſs the means of 
corruption, we "ago OTE" neee nd juvineibt | 
refliſtance. © 
We are alſo told of family n ins of oll 
gations to- Spain for her friendly interference on many 
former occaſions in the concerns” of France. Wha 
frivolous pretences to make us ſacrifice our blood and 
| treaſure; nay, what i is till more * our 1 


of jullce, and our love of egg to forgign, ifice, or 
to domeſtic intrigues 6 | Pe 
M. de 8. ren;, by an 5 „ intro 
duced the nation in his own e thus addreſſing ans 
repreſentatives; „ 


« You are the 5 8 in x the. Kan of bo 7 


greateſt alarm, I choſe to be the aſſertors and guardians 


of my moſt ſacred rights; You have ſhewn yourſelves ; 


worthy of my generous. confidence. In a long and 
almoſt deſperate ſtruggle, you have by your ſpirit and 
intrepidity defeated all the efforts of a formidable com : 
bination. But do not ſuffer yourſelyes now to be lulled 
imo a fatal ſecurity. Do not ſuffer an inſidious ſos 
ſecretly 1 to undermine thoſe ſacred bulwarks of liberty, 


which. you have ſo ,brayely. defended, againſt the moſt 


furious attacks of deſpotic violence. The preſent mo. 


ment is big with danger. After having carried your 
glorious work almoſt 10 the point of completion, the 


ſmalleſt precipitancy or indiſcretion will undo ws ng 
blaſt the hopes ſo fondly, cheriſned. 
„But for what purpoſe have I deputed you to A 


ſenate? Was is it not to give ſtability to the newly mo- 
delled conſtitution; to ſecure to me the bleſſings of free - 


dom and peace; not to precipitate. me again into fla» 
very, by intruſting to the king the terrible right of 015+ 


POSING, AT HIS CAPRICE, OF MY BLOOD AND IEA 


zz? Will you inconſiderately place the power of | 


controuling the national will into the hands of a man 
whoſe greateſt merit and greateſt glory conſiſt in his 


implicit obedience ? Will you retain the worſt part of 


the arbitrary Hehe you have juſt aboliſhed; and con- 


centre the executive and deliberative powers in the 
Vol, I. i | ſame 


"TER: 
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| fame individual? Not only your country, but human 
nature is intereſted in the preſent diſcuſſion. * Set a gig. 
rious example to the admiring world; and while you 
eſtabliſh the peace, the happineſs, and the Rn of 
France, upon the molt immoveable foundations, con. 
vince all mankind of the folly of ſuffering kings to ra. 
vage the globe, and to ſtain it wa 8 9 Tay to ra 
Gf their avarice or ambition. | . 
Aſter thus perſonifying the eh m a glow of elo- 
quence which, like electrical fire, ſeemed to be ſelt at the 
ſame inſtant by the whole audience, M. de Sillery re- 
ſumed his own character, and , drawing a juſt diſtinc- 
tion between the paſſive fate of ſlaves, whom their ty. 
ram could ſend when he pleaſed to offenſive war as to 
the flaughter-bouſe, and the juſt but terrible defence of 
a free, generous, and inſulted nation, he inſiſted, “ That 
the firſt of all rights, the right of making peace and war, 
ſhould remain with the repreſentative body of the peo- 
ple; but, that the king might be allowed to prepare the 
means of defence, and t to een but not ge: any 
RPA”: i . 5 
M. PETIONY poke next, ad left no os of convic- 
tion untried to demonſtrate * the injuſtice, the abſur. 
dity, the impolitic and unnatural folly of giving one man 
the right of diſpoſing of the lives and. Aberdies of tuenh. 
_- millions of individuals. 1 
1 ſaid he, * we take a ſurvey of FA ; hiffory of 
| France from the earlieſt period of authentic information 
till the year 1614, we {hall find that the nation was always 
poſſeſſed of the right of deliberating on peace and war. 
At the very origin of the French monarchy, our kings 
could not commence hoſtilities without the conſent of 
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dle great des proprietors; nor. afierwards, vithour 
the concurrence of the ſtates general. | 

It was in the reign of Lewis XIII. abi defootifin, 
ded by ſuperſtition, began to take root; and that the 
wicked Richelieu, by a long train of infernal politics, 
gaye a death · blow to the liberties, of France, and uſurp» 


ed the dreadful power of deciding upon peace and war, 
—of diſpoſing of the riches, the property, the blood, the 


liberty, and the lives of oppreſſed fubjects. 
« Shall I now draw the gloomy picture of Lewis the 


fourteenth's reign ;—of that prince, ſo ſtupidly celebrat- ; 


ed by mercenary ſcribblers, by ignorant and bigoted 
prieſts, by the proſtituted herd of court {ycophants ;— 
of that tyrant, in a word, whoſe withered: laurels were 
tained with blood, and who founded the pretended edi. 
fice of his glory on the ſlaughter of thoſe vhom it was 
his duty to protett !!!. Zh 

Need I deſcribe to you the a to 1 8 


the pernicious infatuation of Lewis XV. that flave to 


pleaſure, who, abandoning all the cares of government 
to his miſtreſſes and his favourites, brought almoſt irre- 
trievable ruin and diſgrace upon the nation by his vo- 
/uptuouſneſs, ; his ignorance, and his 'misfortunes!!! 
The wars, indeed, in which his wretched ſubjeQs were 
atally involyed without their on conſent, did not ariſe 
ſtom his ambition, like thoſe of his grandfather, but 


(rom the ſolly, the rapacity, or the _ a Ms widens | 


Shall ſuch men again be truſted? . 
ITbe power of making peace hes often benny . 


verted to almoſt as had purpoſe as that of making, war. 


Our treaties have always been concerted by the dark 
" of miniſtry—unjuſt, impolitic, indeciſive, diſ- 


3 „ honou- 
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bobbötabie, or r caſcijlated to give riſe to neu Van. 
As a proof of chis, I need not go farther back than the 
two laſt treaties we have been engaged in, one of which 
is not yet finally ratified. The firſt is the treaty with 
England, by means of which out of every twenty vel. 
ſels employed in the trade between both nations, only 
one belongs to France, The other, now about to be 
renewed with the Algerine pirates, whom the meanneſs 
of our miniſtry prompted them to-bribe, as if it was 
conſiſtent with the dignity of a powerful nation to pay a 
ſubſidy for not having its trade annoyed by a ſet of 
robbers, whom we ought to hunt to their very dens.” 
Aſter this ſtrongly-coloured picture of the corruption 

of courts, of the perverſeneſs of miniſters, and of the 
_ evils which had ariſen, and were always likely to ariſe, 
from entruſting the king with the power of mil-applying 
the national forces. M. PETHION entered into a diſ. 


tin and able refutation of every argument which had 


been urged for the continuance of ſo fatal a preroga- 
tive, He demonſtrated how inconſiſtent it was to 
preclude the executive power from making the mol} 


trifling laws, or from invading the property and 


privileges of the meaneſt individual; and yet to en. 
truſt the ſame power with the right of diſpoſing of 
the blood and treaſure of the whole nation without the 


poſſibility of any effettual controul or redreſs. For,” 


added he, “ will the diſgrace, or the death of a miniſter 
make amends for the immenſe loſſes, hoth in men and 
wy which the calamities of war may occaſion !” 
This excellent orator concluded his admirable 1 
with moving the fo lowing relolations 7 


e 1. That the Exbeutive. e cannot declare, un- 
 dertake, 
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dertake, or continue a ey without, war preis 
11 [egiflaive body.” 3% ol el oo es 
4 2. That in caſe of an weis stk d pet 
ſhall call into the field all the national forces intruſted 
| to his command for the defence of the commonwealth 3 | 
| hut ſhall be obliged to communicate the urgency of the 

ſtep to the members of the legiſlature, if then aſſem- 
bled; and if not, to convene them immediately, in 
order to conſider a me eee to "BY e e at 225 

* 

4 g. That the executive power may propoſe aydinibu 
ut that the legiſlative body ſhall retain the right of rc. 
jefing, admitting, or modifying the conditions, ob 
ſhall not otherwiſe be concluſive or obligator. 

4 4. That all declarations of war or ee mal . 
_— it the name of the nation and the king. 

4 ;, That a manifeſto ſhall: be Tent to all this x eber 
in Europe, containing the conſtitutional decrees of the 
French nation relative to peace and war, which are in 
ſubſtance theſe: That France renounces the sin Oo 
conguzsT, and intends to confine herſelf within her 
preſent limits; that fhie will be the pxOTECTRBSS of 
ALL OPPRESSED NATIONS and 1WDIVIDUALS :=—and 
that, as fie uE will be the aGorxess08, hn will 
Mer no FOO ATTACK "HER eg een 

This great contituiluncs 1 hintes vas adjourned f Prot 
day to day, as almoſt every member who had been re- 
marked either for zeal or eloquence ſpoke upon its 
The popular tribunes were uneommonly erouded, and 
this was the firft time the count de Mirabeau, the here- 
n Fn deputy, experienced public marks « 
dil. 


rors of carnage and devaſtation ; the latter feel in ibeir 
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diſapprobation ; while he was ſpeaking ſeveral Voices 
cried out from the tribunes, “ he is bought at laſt, 
This, did not, however, put him out of countenance. 
He ſpoke for above an hour on the queſtion, but not. 
withſtanding the vigour and eccentricity of his genius, 
he could do little more than give a novel arrangement 
to the ideas of former ſpeakers, and heighten them 
with that ſtrong colouring of ſtyle for which he was ſo 


_ eminently diſtinguiſhed, 


There was only one particular in which his « own ſin- 
gularity of ſentiment excited eſpecial notice, In ſpeak. 
ing of kings, he ſaid, “ that their ambition was not to 


be dreaded :—that Cæſar and Hannibal became formid- 
able merely from this circumſtance, that being only 


private citizens, they were fired with a fatal ambition of 
giving laws to their country: —and that it was in no 
ſort probable that a king, returning from war crowned 


wich glory, ſhould wiſh to employ his victorious army 


in any attempt upon the liberty of his ſubjeRs, at th 
peril of. being precipitated from eee BROUGHT 
TO THE BLOCK. 

M. yz Biouzar ſhewed how i en the inte. 
reſt of a nation to delegate the power of declaring war 
to its repreſentatives. © War,” added he, is a calamity to 
a people; to miniſters it is a deſirable event, as it affords 
them the means of increaſing the number of their prol- 


- tituted dependants, and of perverting to the molt ſelfiſh, 


corrupt, and wicked purpoſes the ſupplies raiſed for 
military expences. The happineſs of miniſters conſilt 
in rank and fortune: that of the national repre ſenta· 
tives in honour. The former are indifferent to the hor- 


own 
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own perſons. every . e 8 on their pee. 
country.“ 

He made allo: Win W remarks on the very 
abrupt manner in which the count de Mirabeau had 
concluded his ſpeech the preceding day. The mem- 


her,” laid he, “ availed himſelf of a trifling and frivo- 


lous interruption, to ſuppreſs all his arguments, and to 


come at once to his long ſtring of reſolutions in favour 


of the royal prerogative. ' Did he ſuppoſe we could be 
weak enough implicitly to adopt his inferences, without 


being made acquainted with the premiſes from which 


they were deduced ? His mode of proceeding is exactly 
like that of the prieſts of idols, who preached up' the 
power of their gods, in publiſhing their falſe oracles.“ 


M. br CazALEs was the next who ſpoke upon the 


ſubject, and began with reminding the aſſembly of the 


decree, that declared the king to be the ſupreme head of 


the executive power. He ſtretches this power ſo far, 


as to annex to it the ſovereign diſpoſal of /:fe and death, 


which he e to ye *: the Messe of . eee 
me Oo TO, 

The gentleman then ages himſelf in much TY 
mation in ſeveral points by no means connetted with 


the ſubjet ; on the difference, for example, between 
univerſal philanthropy and true patriotiſm. The one, 


he ſaid, was the proud boaſt of a falſe and deluſive phi- 
lolophy, which corrupted the beart, and bewildered the 


underſtanding ; which palliated the utmoſt cruelty and 


injuſtice to our own countrymen, under the ſpecious 
| pretext of an unbounded zeal for the intereſts of the 
_ Vhole human ſpecies. The other was the ſincere and 


Virtuous paibon of an honeſt citizen, whoſe ſweeteſt - 


pleaſure 


ſure at their caprice. 
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. TEM in promoting the 3 of thoſe 
whom he was born tolive amongſt.” . 

M. Cazales went over the common 1 
the reſponſibility of mipiſters, the permanence of the 
national aſſembly, and the power of refuſing ſupplics 

to prove that no evil could: ariſe from intruſting the 
 kipg with the right of making war and peace; adding, 
that ſuch a privilege would be improperly conſigned to 
numerous aſſembly, which ever muſt be the focus ol 
lullion and intrigue. He concluded with an apoſtrophe 
io the French nation; aſſuring them, ©. that the mo. 
ment they ſtripped the crown. of this PFFSOgRUNG, * 
vVould ceaſe to have a king“ 
It was not by vague and unſupported ee ho 
diſingenuous apoſtrophes, by overcharged pittures of 
the national calamities, by digreſſive flights of fancy, | 
or the ſtrained efforts of artificial declamation, that be 
virtuous patriot who ſpoke next, the excellent M. Ban- 
NAVE, endeavoured to work upon his hearers; but by 
the ſtrength of candid reaſoning, and the irreſiſtible 
energy of unaffected eloquence. To the force of his 
own arguments he ſuperadded the authorities of Mably, 
Monte ſquieu, and ſeyeral other celebrated civilians, to 
prove that the nation would expoſe her conſtitution, her 
liberty, her revenues, her whole property to the moſt 
imminept danger, by entruſting to a king and his mi- 


niſters he power of diſpoſing of thei dss e 


Aſter having pres" cas peace Rp war can 
only be the reſult of the national will, and that the right 
of deciding upon either was inſeparable from the other 
mn er . by the nation to her fe- 
| pre- 
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peleayes he ed into a complete refutation of 
the arguments addiced by the ſeveral ſpeakers on the 
ſite fide of the queſtion, and gave a particular. ana . 
lyſis of the count de Mirabeau ſpeech, tracing its va- 
nous ſubdiviſions; and expoling, clauſe after clauſes 
the ney of his. n len of ariſtocratic . 
Io The firſt article,” aid bes * of the Awe pro. 
5 poſed by that member is an uſeleſs pleonaſm,. ſince it . 
already laid down as ihe baſis of our conſtitution, That 
all powers are derived from. the natiun. . 
His ſecond reſolution; for delegating the right of 
peace and war to the legiſlative and executive powers 
conjointly, would prove a perpetual ſouree of confu- 
fon and anarchy. _ | 
4 The checks he bas aſfefted to e on the abuſe? 
of the royal prerogative are either. inſufficient or liable 
to increaſe, inſtead of remedying the evil. The reſpon- 
fibility of miniſters, which he has laid ſuch a ſtreſs up- 
on, is frivolous and deluſive. The bringing a miniſter _ 
to the block, even if his king could no longer protect 
him from popular vengeance, woutd be but a ſorry re- 
compence to thoſe who may have loſt in calamitous wars 
their deareſt friends and their property. Is the death | 
| of a traitor a ſufficient atonement for a country” s being 
| trainedof her blood and treaſure? _ 
„The with-holding of ſupplies is another of the | 
| boalted controuls on the king's precipitating the nation 
| into improper wars. We need only read the hiſtory of 
| neighbouring people, to be convinced of the inefficacy 
of eh a. den n mindern e e 
"oe L g | 5 * | C Bur 


| felf-willed king, bent upon going 


throne? The commander of thoſe troops, if poſleſſed | 


f 
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4 But the wouſt of N. de Mirabeau's ſpecious pro 
poſals is that of arming the national militia to Oppoſe 2 


g to War in perſon.— 
This would be eee eee war, in order to avoid 
foreign hoſtilities. What muſt be the conſequence, if, 


at ſuch a juntture, we ſhould have amongſt us an af. 


piring individual, who, finding means to ſeduce the na. 
tional troops by the arts of perſuaſion and addreſs, would 
graſp at ſuch an opportunity to place himſelf upon the 


of merit and talents, would in reality be kipg. What 


alternative would then be left Pong 1 a ings of 15 | 


vernment or a civil war? | 
„„ M. de Mirabeau eee e 
highly improbable, that a king returning from conqueſt 


ſhould employ his victorious arms againſt the liberty of 
his ſubjefts. The very reverſe of this aſſertion is de- 


monſtrable from univerſal hiſtory. Military glory and 
ſucceſs have ever been ſubſervient to the views of deſ- 
potiſm. The very ſoldiers, who have been foremoſt 


in the ſtruggle for liberty ho diſplayed their patrio- 
iſm in the moſt perilous ſituations, would, perhaps, 


have heen actuated by very different ſentiments, had 
they followed, in ſucceſsful gin . e who 
are the ſcourges of nations.” 

After theſe remarks on the count Le Mirabeaus 
plan, M. Barnave returned to the diſtinction of the 
different branches of power, which he touched upon 


but ſlightly al the beginning of his ſpeech, He ſhewed 


very clearly that the general will which orders, is ſepa- 


rate from the agent that executes; and obſerved, that | 


Tg did not conſtitute . but prepared the deli, 
berations | 
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berations of the nation, which alone had the right and and 

the power to decide upon the reparation of the injury: 
or on the ſacrifice. © Can we have,” ſaid he, a more 
fciking example of this, than the preſent ſituation of 


France and England, which. are not yet at war ? If Spain 
pad ſuch a legiſlature as we now have, what would ſhe 


do at this jundure? She would examine, deliberate, 


and order the executive power either to begin the war, 


or propoſe an accommodation, according to the juſtice 
or Importance of the caſe, In France we have a na- 
tional aſſembly. What ſhould that aſſeinbly do, if we 


are menaced or attacked? It ſhould determine, moſt 


aſſuredly, that the king ſhall make war, when the na- 


tional repreſentatives ſhall think it neceſſary ; or that 


he ſhall be in readineſs to ee 5 FE com- 
monwealth is in danger... | 
Some of the "OM on this fabje& wks ads? m 


unneceſſary diſplay of their political knowledge by tak- 


ing a ſurvey of the different ſtates of Europe, and at 


tempting to form defeftive compariſons with ſome fos 


reign governments. Can any man in his ſenſes pretend 
to draw a parallel between the admirable model of the 


French conſtitution, and the four orders of the Swediſh 
diet torn by endleſs diſſenſions; or the Dutch govern. | 


ment now oppreſſed under the deſpotiſm of a ſtadthol. 
der; or the abſurd ariſtocracy of Poland, where the 
veto or negative of one of the magnates 8 eng 
ſtroke tothe general will ? 5 
We have heard a great deal ſai | of the ſeervey'er 
negociations. What ſecrecy or intrigues ought there 


to be in the great concerns of nations ? Is it not ine 
e court quackery . of aſſumed impot. 
Ns . tance? 
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tance ? Well, if there be occaſion for 880 let mi. 
niſters negotiate :—let them exhauſt in myſtery all their 
political genius. But let the reſult be always laid before 
the legiſlative body; and let all the proceedings be made 
public for the welfare of ys Jus a 185 e of 
its enemies.” 

M. Barnave concl oa his nit admired ſpeech, wit 
the following plan of a decree: _ 

To the king belongs the right! to rie for de 
defence of the frontiers; to make due preparations, and 
take every neceſſary ſtep to guard the national poſlel. 
fions ; to conduct the operations of war; and to pro. 
poſe hate ver he thinks | "OO to the 18 

76 But the 1 e body! ſhall hats: the right to de. 
cide on the ſubjett of war; to main 0 15585 to ra- 
tify treaties. | 

In caſe of a war, the blu ſhall give e i no. 
tice of it to the members of the legiſlature, if ene 
if not, he ſhall inſtantly convene them. 

The houſe was going to put the queſtion on the oe, 
but the count de Mirabeau having demanded an oppor- 
tunity to reply next 8055 ay final deciſion was + adjoune 

an then. 
MI. Barnave, as ſoon as ha came out of 1 e 
was carried in triumph to his coach e the _— 
ing ſhouts of an immenſe multitude. | - | 
Nothing could be more mottifying to the 5 
Mirabeau than the triumph of logie and reaſon over 
ſophiſtry and apoſtacy. Barnave was almoſt worſhipped 
as the guardian genius of his country's right, while cvery 


kc ROOT: to the couny's ears the hiſſes of 8 
N 
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| lpprobation- The count, had intended, no doubt, ta 
| conſult with his new: friends how beſt to defend the royal 
| prerogative. But he had no ſooner left the houſe, than 
be found that the people were now too enlightened to 
be the dupes of pſeudo patriotiſm. Hand-bills, newſpa- 
pen, and pamphlets were quickly circulated throughout 
Paris, ſtating his ſhameful deſertion of the cauſe of free- 
Jom in a moment of the greateſt danger ; with ſome. 
very ſevere ſtrictures on the ſtring of inconſiſtent, equi- 
vocal, and impoſing reſolutions which he had diſinge- 
| nuouſly propoſed in the ſenate, and which, if paſſed 
| into a law, would have ſubverted the conſtitution, and 
| reduced the people once more into a An of the * 5 
| abjeft ſervitude. 25 
When the aſſembly met next 3 this once. wake 
brated patriot ſaid ſcarce any thing to the purpoſe, all 
vas egoiſtical, and the aſſembly ſeeing the debate was 
| likely to end in perfonal altercation, terminated this 
| great queſtion by decreeing the following articles, 
\ which underwent ſome trifling modifications. on the 
| ſecond reading, not ee te . ee 10 en 
eee e ES | 


The 5 aſſembly & 8 
e TuAT THE RIGHT or MAKING PEACE AND. 
WAR BELONGS EXCLUSIVELY. TO THE NATION ; and 


that war cannot be determined on but by a decree of _ 

the national aſſembly, paſſed in conſequence of a formal 

and neceſſary application on the Py of ths ings and . 
ſanktioned by him. 

= 2, That the care or e over the 3 — 

| RO nity» 
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rity of the realm, and of maintaining its rights and poſſef. 
ſions, is delegated to the king by the conſtitution ; and 
that he alone, therefore, is inveſted with authority to 
keep up foreign connections, to negociate treaties, tg 
appoint agents for ſuch purpoſes, to make warlike pre. 
parations adequate to thoſe of neighbouring ſtates, to 
diftribuze the fea and land forces, and gn their di. 
dee of mp be ſhoulc 
adviſeable. 1 
4 g. That in 66 impe Ling e ce hoſtile, 
of an ally to ſupport, or a right to maintain by force of 
arms, the king ſhall be bound to-notify it without delay, 
and to explain its cauſes and motives to the members of 
the legiſlature, who are en 10 OE: nn 
ſhould i it happen during the receſs. 
4 4. That as ſoon as the meaſure is . ande knows 
to the members of the legiſlature, if they judge that the 
hoſtilities entered upon are a criminal aggreſſion on the | 
part of the miniſtry, or of any other agent of the exccu- 
tive power, the author of the aggreſſion ſhall be proſe. 
cuted for high treaſon againſt che ſtate, 0 
5. The aſſembly alſo declares, THAT 11 patnen 
NATION FORMALLY DISCLAIMS ALL WARS FROM 
MOTIVES OF AMBITION OR VIEWS OF CONQUEST; 
AND ENGAGES NEVER TO EMPLOY AER FORCES 
AGAINST THE LIBERTY OF ANY OTHER PEOPLE. 
46. That on the before-mentioned notification, if 
| the members of the legiſlature are of opinion that the war 
- ought not to be carried on, the executive power ſhall be 
_ obliged to take meaſures immediately ic ſtop or prevent 
hoſtilities—the miniſters being reſponſible for . 


| the NATION. 


«8, That during the mire courſe of the nde 
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«9. That all declarations of war ſhall be made in 


theſe terms: On the vart of the en in ile NAME 1 


by, 


| the legiſlative body may require the executive power to 


| negociate'a pexcey and e ene Ur 80 1 


complied wih. T 1 . 
« 9. That the jnſtant the war ceaſes, hevle,ailati 


body ſhall ix the dme for reducing the troope to. the | 


jeace eſtabliſhment 3—that the pay of the extraordinary 
| forces os be continued wal, till, that period; _ 


redn, and PAP TIES miniſtry 


late. 
410. That 1 eee king „ 5 
sn all conventions with foreign powers, which he ſhall 
| judge neceſſary for the gopd of the ſtate ; but treaties of 
peace, alliance, and-commerce fhall not be ratified with- 


| ou the dnn ofthe leglltive body.” 


After the two important „ of the fovilly- * 


palt, and the: royal prerogative of declaring war or peace 
had been decided on, and ſome ſmall alterations made in 


preſcribed form of declaring. war, it ſhould be in theſe 
terms : On the part of the king of the French, in the 


name of the French nation, the aſſembly was ſuddenly 


| alanned by a ſuggeſtion of the diſappointed Mimbeau, 


| who plauſibly obſerved, that ſome of thoſe treaties 
vhich had been concluded by the late miniſtry, might be 


— the national ſanbtion. He there- 


& for high reaſon vd the : 


the wording the artictes of the decree, ſuch as that the 


ved for the appointment of a committee to exa- 
mine 
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mine the different treaties then ans! n Fes 


and foreign powers, and to lay an accurate report of them 
beſore the aſſembly, that they might be diſſolyed or 


confirmed as the wiſdom of wann Hons id jul: 
expedient. 


The LA SLRS it was e was 3 a new * 
to plunge the nation into a war; which miniſters, in veri. 


fication of all that had been ſaid of the influence it gave 


them, conſidered the only means left to gather up their 
joſt power. The friends of the people in the algen, 
diſcovered the drift, and turned it aſide. 
It is impoſſible,“ faid M. Faxrtav,s 6 that the evi 
genius of France could have ſuggeſted any motion at | 


once more inſidious, and more pregnant with danger 


to the ſtate than that now made by the honourable mem. 
ber. Under the plauſible idea of reviewing the mea. 
fares of a ſufpetted and odious adminiftration, he ſhould 
give an alarm to tlie different powers of Europe, and 
plunge this country into all the horrors and calamities 


of war, which we have been ſo cautiouſly endeavouring 
to guard againſt. We have juſtwreſted from the hands 


of deſpotiſm the terrible power of diſpoſing at will of 
our blood and treaſure: we have diſayowed every ide, 


of conqueſt and of hoſtile aggreſſion; and yet we are 


now adviſed to undo all, by provoking other ſtates io 
make an attack upon us for the. eee breach of 


: former agreements! 


« What in a8 wonld be the condu@t of England iv 


eb d cal?” Not doubting but the late commercial 
treaty with this country. would be immediately revoked, 
the would not fail to be beforehand with us in reſcinding 
it, by the invaſion of our colonies; and by abnibilating, 


without 


1 FRENCH REVOLUTION. | 465: 1 


without any formal declaraioh both « our commeree and 

5 ern gilt ace 55 0 
_ Spain, on the 5 heb ties Sicilies, 15 the 
ſtate of Parma would be filled with juſt apprehenſions 
beide deeiſion of the aſſeinbly on the family W 
uud would take meaſures according). 
In ſhort, we ſhould excite the jealouſies and Fuſs 
picions of all the courts of Europe, who-would dire&ly 
conclude that our propoſed examination of former trea- 
ties was but à preliminary ſtep to bur'bteaking all the 
bonds of intereſt or friendſhip, Dy EIS WE Were ee 
 ootefmationss7 00 55 ́ m | 
- ® But ſhouldd it be faid; that, 8 a Gerd as 
of the late government, there are none, perhaps, which 
| olght to be ſcrutinized with more rigour than the dif- 
ferent treaties, we certainly have no occaſion to preci. 
pitate ſuch inquiries, not to inſtitute . „ 
committees for the purpoſ . 

The abettors of power are not eaſily Gſcomfted; they 
made a ſtand on this: occaſion in every paſs; Their te- 
_ treat was regular, and apparently without diſorder. It 

was propoſed by one of the court deputies, that the 
queſtion of examining the treaties ſnould be adjourned 
| (ill a future day; but a popular member wiſely foreſees 

ing the conſequence of ſuch a' poſtponement, argued, 
that to adjourn a queſtion of ſuch pernicious tendency 
is the ſame thing as to ſubjeRt it to immediate diſeuſſion. 
Thoſe foreign powers who were moſt intereſted in its 
would be no leſs provoked againſt France, when they 
ſhould know that in ſix months, or at any other fixed 
period, it was meant to debate oft the validity of all 
Voi. „ - 3 0 Fu gg treaties | 


— . 0 rone 
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treaties entered into with them, than if hey were din 
ly to decide upon the matter. 

The aſſembly did not heſitate a moment to op; th 
very judicious opinion, |! | 

The Pprench now "is tbe more re ſenſible 8 ever 
of their newly acquired liberty. | Its value was not de. 
preciated by the danger of obtaining it, and the difficully 
of preſer ving It. T hey ſaw it expoſed 40 hazard as 
ing fhiends and apoſtates, as from the powerful attacks 
of inyeterate- enemies. It is no wonder their fears, 
their alarms, their jealouſies ſhould he carried to the 
greateſt -exceſs, oy that their vigilance and caution 
ſhould lead them to infringe thoſe very rights, and that 
ſacred freedom, which. 175 wine to e. and per- 


85 petuate. „ 


M. e eee in 115 la e bad nd. 
e to caſt ſuſpicion on many charaQers before. confided 
in by the people. A general cry was raiſed againſt the no- 
bility ; and a, bas les titres, (away with titles) was paſſed 
from mouth to mouth all over the country. -- Numerous 
emigrations, from neeeſſity and choice, among the rich no- 
bles and uclergy took place, aſiet the late deciſion in fa- 
vour of the people; and it appeared to be the deſire of 
he latter to drive all. the, ſuſpetted from the kingdom. 
Waggons and; other public carriages were ſtopped and 
examined on the roads, to ſeareh for money or other 
precious effects conveying to the emigrants. At Dour- 
lens, in, Picardy, the inhabitants ſtopped ſome cheſts 
of money, which had been brought 575 from England, 


EP yew! deitined, fog Pan. datos pai aſſurances 
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vere given; that this money was wholly for the ole öf the 
caiſſa d eſcompte, and though the bills 'of conſignment 
perfeAly | correſponded with thoſe aſſertions, yet” the 

people, unſatisfied with ſuch proofs, and alarmed even 

at the ſhadow of a remittance to the agents of defpo: 

tiſm, would not ſuffer 2 boric to A WM ae 

orders from Paris. ee 

The ſearching of the edit, or Wbt 3 Alen 

| iverſaL | Many of theſe had not only 


numerous ſmall arms, but were ſurrounded or defended 


camo. All theſe engines of war were taken away 
under the law ful plea of national de ence, or the danger 
of: cotmter:revolations?” Other exceſſes, however; not 
fo lawful, were committed by thoſe who, befote in ab. 


je flavefy;” knew not how calmly and ſud enly to eng 


joy their liberty. The aſſembly was daily diſtracted 
with the details of riots and diſturbanees over a gteat 


part of the kingdom. A new ſort of horror was excited 


among the rich from bands of worthleſs robbers and plun- 
derers of every deſeription and nation, who, tak ing ad. 
vantage of the public fermentation; and eſpecially of 
he ſehiſm between the regular troops and national 
corps, and of the inſubordination of the private ſoldiers, 
and their contempt of their officers, agreed to go'armed 
in bodies from place to place, 5 e warn 1 
vhich ſhould fall in their way. ; | DOTY 
The central provinces of HO fath as e 
Bourbonnois, Berry, Marche, and the borders of Limou. 
fn, were particularly infeſted with theſe troops of rob. 
bers, who, under the ſanftion of forged decrees, which 
they had the audacity to publiſh in the name of the na- 
tional eds 1 upon the people; they fixed 
30 arbitrarily 
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Pular rage. In many provinces not only wheat but even 
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bit the. prices of proviſions, levied taxes, plun, 
dered the rich, and even, oppreſſed, the. poor, and com. 
mitted every ſpecies, of outrage ; they. proſcribed a2 
bel to the will x the nation Were dared to relilt 
The 1 of "be e 7+ e ſe 2, 
1 exertions of the national guards, and of ſome Te- 
gular troops, were not ſufficient to deſtroy thoſe hordes 


of ruffians. They diſperſed and aſſembled again in the 


twinkling of an eye. It was ſtrongly ſuſpeRted that the 
were paid and put in motion by ſome inviſible agents, 
At St, Pierre: le: Moulier, military, law was rigorouſly 


_ enforced, where in conſequence. many of the banditti 


and of the aſſailants were killed, and, many more dan- 
gerouſly wounded, The town of Deciſe was beſet by 
thoſe. plunderers; and it required; the zeal and aRivity 
of the militia, and two regiments. in e nee 
mem the inbabitants from rapine. . 5 
Another ſcourge affliged this wy corny at 


OV criſis, Mox oro, a Calamity, of rapid growth, 


had overſpread the whole nation. General and foreign 


{trade-having greatly declined, the unemployed capitals 


of che avaticious were now uſed to the purchaſing of 
corn and other neceſſaries of life, to retail them at high- 
er prices. Indeed, as public and private credit had re- 
ceived ſo conſiderable a, ſhock, almoſt every gentlc- 
man, inſtead of lending his money on bonds or notes, 
now laid it out in corn, ſugar, wine, &c. and thus ibe 


number of merchants increaſed as commerce declined, 
The conſequence of all this was an artificial ſcurcig, 


and an increaſe to the ſum of popular diſtreſs and po 


rye 


rye could not be purchaſed by the poor and middling 
people; they would, without any cauſe to be aſſigned, 
ſometimes be raiſed. in the caurle of a Re or ten wn 
to double the price. nods! 

The common people, W 155 e PN 3 
n broke out into acts of the moſt unjuſtiſiable out» 
rage, The municipal officers endeavoured in vain by 
| perſuaſion to allay dhe ſerment. The red flag, that en- 
ſigu of blood, was ces e and the mutiny att read in 
ten towns on one At lengths by the joint exertions 
of the national ae and ſome regular troops, peace 
vas reſtored, but not till ſome hundreds on both ſides 
vere killed and maimed. Tbe national aſſembly: was 
obliged to allow the municipal officers of ſuch towns 


and places to raiſe money expreſsly for the porgpts of. 


t corn for ibe uſe ole p ne a Hille 
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Abe following proclamation, dated the 2h of May, 
P the king, and ente ⁰¹t mm M. 5 St. 
Priel was immediately pub line. 


There never vas a moment when the gate of affairs 


nore preſſingly invited all Frenchmen io unite. with one 
(picit; to rally their collected forces: round the ſtandard 


of the law; and to favour with their utmoſt ability che 


eſtabliſhment of the conſtitution. . We have negletted 
_ nothing to inſpire every citizen with theſe ſentiments.— 
e have ourſelves ſet the example of the moſt unequi- 
vocal confidence in the repreſentatives of the nation: 
and of our uniform concurrence in whatever can pra- 


mote the wann af our ae and the Mes of 


France, „%% Wo 2 


« Is 
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h i poſſible chen; that perſons can till-be'fognq or 
cenuminte do depraved, ſo perverſely' initnical th the 
public welfare, as to endeavour to diſturb the i important 
labours, in which the national aſſembly, in concert it 
ourſelves, is engaged to ſecure the rights of the people, 
and to prepare the way ſor their laſting bappineſs? 1; 
it poſſible they can ſtrive to excite a ferment in mens 
minds, either by vain alarms, by miſinterpretations of the 
national aſſembly's decrees, accepted and ſanttioned by 
us, or by attempts to raiſe equally groundleſs and defa. 
matory doubts of the fincerity of our intentions, and 
even profaning-the ſacred name of religion, by making 
it ſerve as a on to cover POLIO ge en n in. 
tereſts? 3 19971 t e 33 | 
165 N einn Sppoſition and eas wok 
afflit us moſt ſenſibly; and at the ſame” time incur our 
ſevereſt animadverſion. The continual obje of our 
care is to prevent and repreſs every ſymptom of this ſe- 
_ ditioustendency.' We have not even thought it beneath 
our patcrnal ſolicitude to forbid any outward works or 
diſtinctions of different parties. 

Prompted by theſe Sotfideranioin; and informed 
ace in various parts of the kingdom individuals have 
taken the liberty io wear different coekades from the 
natihal one which ve ourſelves wear; and weighing 
well the inconveniences which may reſult from this di- 

base we thought it our duty to prohibit it. 
In conſequence of which we forbid all our faithful 
augen, Urn ghout the entire extent of our kingdom, 

to make uſe of any other than the national cockade. 
We exhort all good citizens to abſtain in their con. 
verſion and writings from all reproaches or eo 
an- 
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language, Which may ſerve only. 10 irritate, to ſoment 
a ſpirit of diſſention, or ian WG A; bene 58 * 
of violence and outrage. 1 
As this proclamation was tet to | nie ah: a 
bly chat the king diſapproved of thoſe inſurrections 
which profe ſſed to eſpouſe the cauſe of royal preroga- 
tive; it met with much approbation. In ſome places 
ropal cockades were worn in oppoſition to thoſe of: the. 
nation ; in others, the clergy excited the bigotted part F 
of their flocks to revolt againſt the decrees. of the legiſ- 
ature, A deputation of twelve: members from, the aſ. 
ſembly waited upon the king, to thank him for thus en- 
deavouring by his proclamation to check and diſcourage 
thoſe rebellious diſtinQtions and thereby drawing ſtill 
tighter the bonds of union ns anne of all : 
deſcriptions. |; 
The nobility and cl 100, in, cad of. het W 
provinces began to feel the neceſſity of making the moſt 
ſolemn avowals of their patriotic ſentiments, in order to 
ſtem the torrent of popular prejudice and ſuſpicion. 
Thoſe who reſided in {ome of the diſtriQs in Poitou, ſet 
a very politic example to all others of their rank and pro- 
ſeſſion in the different parts of the kingdom, by preſent- 
ing to the national aſſembly an addreſs to the following 
purport:— That ſeeing with great concern the name of 
axiſlocrats, or of enemies of the conſtiiution, indiſ. 
criminately applied to all perſops who; hitherto enjoyed 
any privileges attached to their birth, or profeſſion; and 
not willing to ſuffer any doubt to be enteriained of their 
own patriotic ſentiments, and their reſpe&ful concur- 
rence in the proceedings of the national ſenate; they 
"_ that they accepted, and bad. e accepted 
with 
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with an entire and perfect fubiniflions all hs decrees 
paſſed by the national aſſembly, and fanQtioned by the 
King: in atteſtation of which, they renewed ihe jc 
oath, which they hed already taken; and ſwore to main 
tain. the conſtitution with all their might; and to con; 
tinue faithful, till their laſt breath, 1 to oma ee to the 
__ and to the king. 

In order to give greater em 2 notonlew nts 
eng a copy of it was depoſited in the archives of 
the municipalities; and the deputies from theſe diſtrido 
were requeſted to lay the original before the aſſembly, 
and to accompany it with the warmeſt aſſurances of ad. 
miration and e oh _— 8 wats 92 8 5 wy eh 
ann wiſdom, 4) 

On the ad of June, 1 i ah FO 8 of the 
e was under diſcuſſion in the aſſembly, and that 
the heads of that order were accuſed of having occa- 
ſtoned, or at leaſt fomented molt of tlie fanatic oppor 
ſitions againſt the deciſion of the ſenate; M. Robef. 
pierre and M. Camus arraigned their conduct in very 
pointed language; the former made a very ſevere ſpeech 
on eccleſiaſtical pride and eceleſiaſtical abuſes, Car- 
dinals and archbiſhops he looked upon not only as uſe- 
leſs, but as dangerous members of the hierarchy. He 
contended ſtrongly for reſtoring to the people the an- 
cient right of eletting their own paſtors ; and for regu- 
lating the intended proviſion for the clergy, not by prin- 
eiples of extravagance; but of wiſdom and juſtice. He 
coneluded with a very unexpeRted, and what even ſome 
of his friends thought then, a premature motion for 
peopling ſociety with thouſands' of new. citizens, by 


NE to the clergy the natural privilege of on 
which 


1 
2 eee 


. 


exalick Wavotytion. | i” 


which they etjoyea'i in (the lichte ages 7 the e church, 
ind which He thought more conducive 0 5 pure ; and 95 
corrupt manners, than the abſurd yows of celibacy. 9 25 , 
NM. Cub, de ivered a very eloquent difcourſe Of 
the rights of the people to chule their own paſtors; 2 1 
| onthe folly ol thoſe appeals to the court of Rome, which 
had long ſgraced the government! of enlightened naq 
fions'; obſerving, at the Tame time, that the ſovereign 
poi might be fairly ſtript of ſuch i improper 11 
tion without a any 6 Attack « on his ſupremacy 28 St err s 
facceſſor. > _ DT ns, 0 
Bat nothing could be more irritating t to the biſhops 
chan the ct app lauded: ſpeeches of the abbes 172 5 
and allet, who 335 tbemſelves very able advocate f 


forthe refortn throughout. CVVT 
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The miniſter how again 5 before the allembly 


CERES EN 


rial on the ſtate of the revenue.” The comp arative 
View,” laid he, « of the receipts and 5 I. 
have reach ſent to the committee « of finance, and ſhal L 
continue to do fo every week ; but I could not help e exe, 
preſſing a wiſh'to be adds this morning, perſonally. 
io lay the account before the aſſembly. It is the ſ weetelt 
pleaſure of n "my life to confer from time to time with the, 
menibers of the legiſlature. —It is the higheſt objett, | 
of my ambition to be Wund deſerving of their gracious, | 
Aber this eee indedubticn v1. Ned went. 
into the various details of his circumſtantial account.— 
Vo Like | 3 P He 


- 
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| He ſpoke, with rapture of that part of the national 7 
. 5 fources which conſiſted in patriotic contributions. lle 
fad, that thoſe of the city of Paris alone, bad exceeded 
ſixty millions and a half of livres. The amount of the 
| provincial, contributions could not then be aſcertained. 
The credit of the new paper currency far exceeded the 
moſt ſanguine hopes. Above five and forty million; 
had been already circulated ; and the public demand 
Vas fo great, that the treaſurer of the extraordinary 
bank could not ſign the notes with ſufficient Aach. 
Then taking a comprehenſive ſurvey of the different 
branches of the national revenue and expenditure ; and 
paying the completeſt homage to the wiſdom of the 
| ſenate, to the fertility of its reſources, and the immen. 
ſity of its patriotic labours, the miniſter concluded with 
the comfortable aſſurance, that, at the cloſe of the 
year, after the payment of all expences, the revenue 
if | would afford a ſurplus of eleven ern and a half! 
1 9 half; « million ſterling.) 


| II was not intended to 88557 mach of - rior 
reader's | time upon the affairs of the church and the 
clergy, howeyer long they may have occupied that of 
the national aſſembly of France, Their power was in 
the end ſo completely annihilated. in France, and is ſo 
much in the decay i in moſt paris of Europe, that it wants 
but little exertion of the pen of reaſon or philoſophy o 
bring it within” proper bounds any Where. It is, how- 
ever, not improper to give now and then an inſtance of 
the force of truth againſt ix TEA EST, in modelling the 


ecclehiaſtical conſtitution to the new order of things, 
The 
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The abbe S4 made an excellent ſpeech; i in 
which he ſupported his own opinions by the authority 
of ſome. of the moſt eminent civilians, whom. he had 
conſulted on. the ſubjecl. But he began with proofs 
drawn from ſcripture and eccleſiaſtical hiſtory,— —* Jeſus 
Chriſt,” ſaid he, has declared, that his kingdom Was, 
| not of this world, 'In theſe words of the divine founder 

of our religion (added he) we ſhall find the true nature, 

the extent, and the, proper limits of ſpiritual authority, 

If the kingdom of Chriſt was not of this world, it fol-, 

lows that his diſciples, his apoſtles, ; and their ſucceſſors, 

have no right to any ſhare of temporal | power, but. What. 4 

is granted them by government, or the laws, It fur- 

ther follows, that whenever the civil power of the coun- 
tries they inhabit. lays down | new Principles of govern-. 
ment, reforms the Jaws, c or proclaims new ordinances, 
the clergy, not only. as members, but as teachers alſo 
of the great national, family, ſhould teſtify the molt. 
chearful acquigſcence and ſubmiſſion. 
JF any further proofs from holy \ writ were +>: of » 
fary to eſtabliſh the truth of this aſſertion, we need not. 
eck a more convincing one, than in the following 1 re- | 
markable words, uttered by the ſame great inſtruQor : 

—Render unto Cæſar the things that, are re Cfars'; and ; 

unto God, the things that are God's ES 

« Faithfyl ta the ' doftrine of their divine maſter, 
the holy fathers conformed' to i i in their lives, and iu. 
trated it in their writings, 8 Auguſtine ſays ex. 
prefily—1f the point in queſtion be not an article of | 
faith, cloſely ee with our eternal ſalvation, IT 

"ALY LH ALWAYS GIVE WAY re THE LAWS AND NE- 

BEES «a RS erer 
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CESSITIES OF THE STATE, which are des. of po 
tive command and | obligation, VF 
40 But ſhould it be aſked, Why then was. ls; greata 
ſhare of temporal power, e in the h ands of the 
clerg y? thisis the anſwer :—When lovereigns rendered 
biſhops reſpettable for their office, rank, and di gnity 
found polic required that they. ſhould, alſo be ful 
with ome Pak of authority amongſt nations ; newly : 
conquered, and who, might be tempted, to rebel, Mon. 
teſquieu, 1 in his Spirit of Laws, and. ſome of our belt 
hiſlorians plaiuly ſhew, that ſuch. were 'Charlemagne' 
_ reaſons for anne xing great riches. and power to the 
biſhoprics he erefted i in the empire. | ” 
But things are very much changed Gnce the time 
of Charlemagne ; and if ſeveral | biſhops ſtill continue 
inveſted wich princely, 180 b in, Germany ;- 6, 
they unite the temporal with the ſpiritual power; if 
the ſame band that is ftretched' out in prayer, to the God 
of peace, ſigns the warrant of death, and the orders for 
war and carnage ; | it is not. the caſe i LY France, where 
the clergy have ever Fe ſubjeR to, th 1 ö will a and e | 
of the laws. , I I 
«1 grant, that even i in u this count 5 in the gon) 
5 Feld of ignorance, diſorder, and fa anaticiſm, prelates 
have often been guilty, of _ ſuch a firetch. of their ſpiri 
tual privileges, as to 'become formidable even to the 
ſovereign himſelf. But. uſurpations do not conſtitute; in- 
defeaſible right; ; and 4 in an enlightened age. we ſhould 
aboliſh encroachinents' made during. the diffuſion of ge- 
neral dark neſ T“ 
Language of this fort, when made my of by clergy . 


men eminent for their learning and virtue, muſt flaſh 
con- 
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convition upon the moſt, ſtupid mind; and defeat the 
| er artiſice of eie cant and e 


11% 6 IN ruf MILITARY» 


"i the; concerns of the, clergy, the atention of 
| healſembly, was ſuddenly called off by, accounts from 
| Marſeilles and) Aix of the; inſurrettion, of che military 
| againſt their officers,;wbo had, commanded, them to att 
| againſt the irritated: outrageous, half, ſtarved inhabitants. 
The ſoldiers, had refuſed/to perform the painful taſk; 
and ſome of them being ſingled out for puniſhment, the, 
| reſt of the, corps, reſcued them, and killed a great many 
| officers, - The king, on the 4th. of Jung, ſent a meſſage 


io the aſſembly, deſiring his, miniſter, at war might be 
admitted, at twelve o'clock, to lay the account of the | 


M. de la Tour du Pin was introduced, and read a 


worial of peculias, importance on this, ſubject. * % 


expreſhye, of the moſt alaxming complaint of the want 
ol ſuhordination in the army. Our whole ſyſtem, 
ſaid he, K ol military goverment is not merely relaxed, 
but likely to fall into a ſtate of abſolute anarchy. En. 


tire regiments diſayow all ſuperior authority, and openiy 
ſet at nought the kings orders. Officers of $60 


merit are deſpiſed, ridiculed, inſulted, and murdere 
They all enjoy at this moment a very precarious exi 
ence. Ho many have, already. fallen victims to per- 
ſonal. revenge, io infatuat: on, and to, frenzy! How, 
many have been daten 9 
own. loldiers! „5 gs 7 

4 10 blood is chilled with th horror an the AY rg 
tons of 1 2 ende 


1 


in She ery heme. W 
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of thoſe who are guilty of ſuch atrocious dedds, are the 
very troops whoſe comrade and friend I have been for 
fiſty years. 
4 I am ſorry to add, FRA the munici el officersi in ſeve. 
ral diſtrits have very much contributed to increaſe 
thoſe tumults by an improper interference with the mi. 
ntary. By over. ſtepping the limfts preſcribed to their 
own power, Fes have counterafted the exerciſe of legaj 
authority; they have encouraged diſobedience; and 
given to che nk und ſoditious oo Aurel prohet 
of impunity. rent mann: os Zh) 
„„ Theſe are bnd ies call ſor een redreſs, 
It becomes the wiſdom of this houſe it is indeed a pan 
of its indiſpenſable duty, to give the molt eſfeclual ſup. 
port to the executive power; and to” unite with we 
kings efforts the Gable inf pt oh 15 eee nd 


Fs * 


of public opinion,” “T?! 
This d rning er had beer 0 ated by the ht 
dious diſtinctions kept up between what were called the 
royal and the national troops, and was ſucceſsfully allay. 
ed by the aſſembly adviſing the king to recommend a 
friendly anagram th ae eg mom Gifferendy 3 
_ — FEI Me e 
5 civit 116r. 
Tube bommittee of finance was dered to lake a re- 
port among the other branches of public expenditure, of 
what might'be neceſſary to maintain the dignity of the 
crown. The committee recommended it to leave the 
ſim to be named by the king, who fignified in a letter | 
to the aſſembly that twenty-five millions of livres (little 
more than one million ſterling) would fatisfy the ex 


pences of his houſehold, The lotter was read with much 
: 185 fade. 
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On Friday, the 44th of June, che count de Mina- 
Au, who had been ſome days abſent from the aſſem- 
bly, addreſſed it nearly i in the following manner: 
Dr. FRANKLIN is dead I that truly 8 oaks | 
omament of philoſophy, and of human nature, who made 
America free; who diffuſed. the light of learning and of 
virtue throughout the univerſe, and for a participation- 
of whoſe honours contending hemiſpheres urge their 
rival claims Dr. Fx AnxLIN is no more! 1 5 
Too long has court hypocriſy are e e f 
mournings | for the death of thoſe whoſe ſhadowy. great- K 
neſs is only to be found in their funeral orations. It is 8 
high time that the, teſtimonies of national grief ſhould. _ 
be decreed by the repreſentatives of the people, who. ho = 
ought never to put on the garb. of dea but at the de- 
ceaſe of their real bene factors. 1 
6 Congreſs has ardered a 8 mourning Kue r. two. „„ 
months throughout. all the United States; and America | 
is now paying the Juſt tribute of gratitude. and reſpet. © 
to the great father of her conſtitution. Is it not highly: - 1 
becoming the wiſdom and dignity of this houk: to con- | 
cur in the lame; att of mournful ſolemnity ? „ 8 
, Antiquity. would haye, erefted. altar 10 1 man Tz = 
whoſe reſearches were ever direQed to the moſt bene + 
volent ends; who made the lightning of heaven and the. - 1 
tyranny of. eanh, obedient to, his will; who taught the 
Ameticans to diyert the ſury ol e and” to W 
the efforts of arbitrary power. 
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ler the death of fach d an be marled 41d) 
med diſtinction. Let us teſtify in a public Br 
our regret for this high-prieſt of freedom and philoſo. 
phy. Let us ſhew at once our veneration for his merit, 
and our affliction at his deceaſe, hy: paſſing a dectee i 
go into mourning for three days on \abcbytit's 111 
anEAT KID 

The count's motion was readily aecuiefeed 10 an 

the-prefident was farther defired to expreſs by 7 10 
the American congreſs the concerm Which the French 
national affembly felt at the loſs of ſo nee bene 
Inder RoHS the apap e 
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The people of Avignon, tited of living under a weak, 


yer joys government, reſolved to re-tnite thei 
0 France, of which” it formerly evnſtinceda 
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"The: Coins a tranllativri of the letter from the 
Oy 3 en woche preſident of the wa ond 
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We ahh yell ee ett en cli. 
non to France. It bas juſt bern unanimouſly diſcuſſed 


by all our fellow citixens. The details of this buſneb 
| you will not think utlintereſting!” eb „ 11 


On the 10th inſtant, out city was Aale of wht 


and diſorder. The ariftocratit*Patty collecting all their 
forces, and full of confidence in thefr "imagined fupe- 


ridrity; made themſelves miat6#s"of the Hoief de Vile, 
and of four pieces of catinoh; / Then ſh6vlthig wi with foud 
hir2#6b, Long live the driflotr aty' they fired" on the 


: patriots thirty of whom were ſhot dead * 24 | 
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« The people, boweyer, xouzed- by a ſpirit of juſt 
revenge» and upintimidated by the fate of their brave 
fellow, citizens, made a furious and intrepid attack upon 
che traitors, who were quickly routed, and compelled 
to ſeek for ſafety by flight, Four of them were caught, 
and immediately ſacrificed to the indignation their own 
butcheries had excited. Two of the leaders were of 
this number. The municipality vainly interfered to 
prevent this ſummary mode of puniſhment... e ie 
« Twenty-two more of the runaways were afterwards 
apprehended, and would certainly have ſhared the ſame 
| fate with their leaders, had it not been for the interfer- 
enee of the national guards of Orange, Courtheſon, and 
other adjoining places, who, upon the firſt alarm, had 
run to our aſſiſtance. Their generous efforts, and the 
confidence the people of Avignon had ip their French 
alles, ſuſpended che execution of the g al 
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to be conveyed to their town boy wal. | 
public tranquillity was ſoon reftored; =} in er 
effeftually to ſecure it, the French national guards have 
been obliging enough to leave with us for A tew 105 a 
part of their detachment. _ TE, 
On che 11th inſtant, the 4iſtrifts were . o 
deliberate on their fituation. A re. union with. F rance 
was unanimouſly reſolved on. The arms of France were 
4 ſubſtituted with great pomp in the room of thoſe belong- 
| ing to the Holy, See. A ſolemn Te Deum was ſung 
this morning upon the accafion : the livelieſt j joy has 
ſueceeded to deſpair, and our ſtreets re. echo with ſhouts 5 
of Long live the nation, the law, and the linge 
Four deputies are appolns to make this offer of 
Vor. l. 5 2 aur 
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our ſubmiſſion and attachment; and to ſolicit the ac. 
ceptance of the national aſſembly. The member; of 
the auguſt ſenate are too generous to rejeRt a people 
Who formerly made a part of the French natjon, who 
always were attached to it in wiſh and ſentiment, and 
whoſe only reſource js no centred in the hopes of re. 
Our ſituation will certainly intereſt your genero. 
fury. With this conidence ve remaing e. 
) TXͤ T0 ² 8 
. JJC 
+ 7 8 : ä cobrkf. ; 
155 IAN. 
8 Munieſpal officers,” 
The reading of this letter excited general applauſe, 
It could not but be very flattering to the repreſentatiye 
of the nation, to bod thei conſtitution adopted with fo 
much ardour. The preſident was diretted to wait upon 
the king with ſo important a piece of intelligence, 


„„ 


e "ABOLITION or TITLES, ae 
Wͤbateyer ridicule may at different times haye been 
thrown on the levelling principſe, the true ſpirit ol 
liberty is inſeparable from a ſpirit of equality. Bui 
diſtinctions of rank are ſuppoſed to be incompatible vi 
a genuine freedom, the enjoyment of hereditary bo. 
nours muſt haye a ſtill more dangerous jendency. It 
js the remark of a judicious writer, that titles received 
by deſcent are too often the badges of degeneracy; 

and when conferred by a ſovereign on thoſe who, have 
no perſonal merit, are but the royal lamp ſet upon bt 
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be marquis de la Fayette and young 1 enn 
| | ſpeeches on on this ſubjea. They ſhewed that 8 
laudable ambition cannot be flattered by empty titles; 
that the- names of a Waſhiogton or a Franklin would = 
derive no additional dignity from. having the words 
duke, or lord prefixt to them; and, in ſhort, that true | 
greatneſs, like the beauty of a fine piece of painting, is 
rather injured than beightened by any gilded: ornaments 
that may be ſpread around it. 
Ĩ be pride of birth did not reſign its dad Wit 
ſtruggle, but reaſon prevailed over ſophiſtry and preju- 
dice; and the aſſembly, after a very long and violent 
debate, paſſed the. following memorable decree on the 
2gth of ſune 
6 That, as hereditary nobility cannot ſubſilt ir in a op Sh 
ſlate, the titles of duke, earl, marquis, baron, &c. ſhall 
be aboliſhed, and Frenchmen ſhall only be diſtin- 
gviſhed by their ener names, and thoſe of their la- 
miese 2 
„That coats of arms, ad liveries, thoſe N 
emblems of pride on the one hand, and fervility on the 
other, ſhall in future be diſcontinued. 
That the words my lord, or my lords, ſhall | never 
more be uſed i in adfefſes to any individual or body of 1 
men whatever.” - = 
Tuo clauſes, were. added to thi * $227 ; the =_ 
one, to prevent any afts. of popular outrage, which 
might be directed to the deſtruttion of public or private 
monuments z. and the other to, allow due time for the 
diſcontinuance of liveries, no one being forced to l 
them aſide at Paris till the 14th of July, nor in che r „ 
* al che expiratiom of three months. 555 
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The Rad of empty titles was ohe hel wert 
by the reform of — abuſe ſtill more el 10 
4 fee people. Several noblemen had by money, or 
corrupt influence; obtained letters patent, authorizing 
them to force communities to take their names. Such 


ignominious ſymbols of bondage were finally put an end 


to, and every community allowed to reſume iti an- 
cient name, or take a other more e e on 


independency. 


0 1 —— "00 
OY deeree which had juſt deprived the nobility o of 


their pompous titles, and of a great portion of their ex- 


ternal conſequence, may be ſuppoſed to have created 
much ill blood againſt the democratic part of the aſſem- 
bly. Even children, who expełted at a future day to be 


| hailed monſeigneur, were taught to regard the decree 
Vith hatred, and its promoters with deteſtation. It was 


hoped, however, that a coalition of all parties, with de 
putations from the army, navy, and civil power, united 


in one glorious. confederation, and joining in a ſolemn 


vow to maintain the conſtitution, would ſave the ſtate | 
from new dangers, _ check the 4222 of NEW anmo- 
ſities, 
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“% Dear anne a. brave' 4 Never 161 the 
late of affairs urge Ftenchmen more preſſingly than at 
che preſent criſis to unite! with one ſpirit; to collet 


themſelves intrepidly round the” ſtandard of the FO 
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ad to pete with all their mighit, the ſeeurity and 7 

«tmanence of the new conſtitution. 

. This is the fond object of all our wiſhes: it che 
earneſt deſire of the ſovereign, which we intend now to 
gratify. Ten months have hardly elapſed ſinee a ſud- 
den ſhout was heard from the ruins of the demoliſhed 
baftille : T 7renchinen ! u are free. On the anniverſary 
bl tlie fame glorious event, let this more affecting ſhout 
te. echo through Te kingdom: Frrutlues F we are 
brothers. 

Ves, ve are bibel, we are free: ve en 
of our country, and claim à national kindred; After 
having long bent under the yoke and grievous preſſure 
of defpotiſm, we now may 174 ee Eee 7 5 On 
e of a free people 

The edifice of the sds d now ae its tow- 

ering front to heaven, and bids defiance to civil diſ- 
ſentions, to political tens? to ood args of en of 
envy, and of time. _ 
Alt vas on the 14th of fuly what we recbvelelour | 
ſiberty 3 and'it is on the 14th of july alſo that we wiſh 
o meet you ſor the purpoſe” of ſwearing to deſend that 
mult precious gift of heaven. On the ſame day, and 
at the ſame hour, let this unammous Oe nes h 
through every quarter of the kingdom: 8 

Lone Foy: F Tis ra, AND Tits 
xncY 1 95 

This „ a of a wm of _— union 
wakened public attention, and DE a new en 
br a viſe and Liriucts hetztlature⸗ EE 
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4 long buried in a ſtate of ſlavery. The Roman tyrants 
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form. The ancient diviſion of the provinces no longer 
ſubſiſted; and now all the inhabitants of the empire 
were about to reſolve themſelves into one people, and 
to be actuated by the ſame ſentiments, the ſame emo. 
tions, thoſe of brotherly love and ardent patriotiſm, 4 
more remarkable æra could not have been fixed on for 
the feſtive ſolemnity, nor a more proper place be choſen 
for its celebration than the Field of Mars, the very 
ſpot where Jur1an trampled prejudice under foot; 

where CHARLEMAGNE was once ſeen encircled wit 
virtues Such a feſtival was not likely to be enjoyed 
by Frenchmen alone: it was the feſtival of man. The 
trumpet which proclaimed the banquet, and called the 
gueſts, appeared to be beard in the four quarters of the 
globe; and the curious of all nations flew to the grand 
ſpeQacle, where they were to behold twenty-five millions 
riſe, as it were, from the tomb, where they had been 


and generals tcok a pleaſure in chaining to their tr- 
umphal cars the captives of conquered nations; but 
this was a proceſſion calculated to ſhew all nations how 
they might be free. What a ſight for the philoſopher 
| What a lefſon for the deſpot What man, who loved 
his fellow creatures, would not chearfully have travelled 
to the extremeſt part of the habitable world to join in 
chorus with the glad ſong of freedom, and partake of 
the enthuſiaſm of an enraptured and regenerated 
Tue etiquette to be obſerved. on this occaſion vas 
arranged in the national aſſembly. The, biſhop of 
Avro laid before the houſe a plan for regulating.the 
number and the election of dep: mn 
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of the + kingdom, to be preſent.” With refpe& to the 
number of the deputies, the ſenate reſolved, that for 
every two hundred of the national guards in each diſtritt 
within a hundred leaves of Paris, one ſhould be choſen 
for their repreſentative ; and in thoſe diſtrifts which were 
above a hundred leagues from Paris, one deputy only 
nced to be cholen for every four hundred of the militia, 
in order to leſſen the expence, which was to be wholly 
defrayed and regulated on the moſt economical plan mo 
each diſtrict. | 

Every regiment of the agel troops was 10 ſend a 
ſuperior officer, a ſubaltern, and four private ſoldiers. 
There were other regulations reſpeAing mariners arran- 
ged by the military committee. 

The marquis de la Fayette made a ati in the al. 
pe which paſſed i in the form of a conſtitutional de. 

, That no man ſhould have the command of the 
1 guards in more than one department, or even 
more than one diſtri, ſhould this farther limitation of - 
power appear adviſcable to the national aſſembly.” 

This decree was evidently framed to prevent, on the 
one hand, the evils ariling from exceſſive influence, and 
to ſuppreſs, on the other, al e Jealoulies and 
ſuſpicions. 

- Amidſt other preparations for this public aft of na- | 
tional unjon, this ſplendid triumph of liberty, it was very 
properly ſuggeſted by a member of the aſſembly, that 
no ſtatues, no monuments, no inſcriptions infulting to 
freemen ſhould be ſuffered to diſgrace the ſtreets of the 
capital, 

The aſſembly in conſequence paſſed a decree for eral- 
ing thoſe hate ful memorials of . and bondage. 


That 
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That highly Goiſhed, but offenſive piece of "OR 
the ſtatue of Lewis XIV. with nations in chaing at bis 
ſeet, was particularly devoted to deſtruftion, Public 
ſpirit retaliated upon deſpatiſn the hayoc of its e 
monuments. 
The aſſembly next ane the forms of the 1 

ent oaths to be adminiſtered to the citizens, and to the 

king, which, were as follow ; the other arrangements, 
ſuch as the placing the differen. conſtituted r 
were left to the commitiee. 

The aſſembly dire dc, NN 

Ax r. 1. The king ſhall be 8 to ke upon 
him the command of the national guards, and of the 
troops ſent to the general confederacy . of the 14th of 
July; and to appoint the officers, who are to aft upon 
that occaſion in his name, and by his orders. 
I. During the ceremony, the preſident ſhall take 
his ſeat next to the king, and on his majeſty's right hand, 
The deputies ſhall be placed to the right of the pref 
dent, and to the left. of the king; 3 and his majeſty ſhall 
be requeſted to give orders for his family's: being ac- 
7 commodated with conyeniept ſeats. 

5 After the oath which ſhall be taken by * 
puties of the national guards, and of the other regular 
troops, the preſident of the national aſſembly ſhall repeat 
the oath taken the 4th of laſt February ; after which 
.cyery member of the aſſembly, riſing from his ſeat, and 
yith uplifted bands,.ſhall utter theſe words: I ſwear it. 
: 1 IV. . 06: following is the SPY, of the, oath to be 

| taken by the king: 
, king of the French, ſwear to the. nation, to em- 
ploy all the power, delegated to me by * ee of 
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| Jo of the ate, in maintaining the conſtitution Artec 
| by the national aſſembly, and ſanctioned by me; and in 
| enforcing the obſervance and execution of the laws.“ 
| The day was now arrived, and this virtuous and pa- 
wiotic ſolemnity, which had been anticipated with fo 
much eagerneſs and pleaſure, ſeemed to aſſure its vota- 
ies the laſting, ſweets of freedom, and tempt them to cry 
| out as with one voice, © Hail, daughter of heaven, di- 
vine philoſophy! thou realizeſt at length the bleſſings 
| thou haſt promiſed us—thoſe bleſſings which naturally 
| flow from enlightening the mind from a juſt percep- 
| tion of our rights and our duties; bleſſings which ty- 1 
mts and their ſlaves can never enjoy nor conceive!” 
By the order, the decorum, the dignity of this ſcene, 
W the fears of the timid were diſperſed, and the hopes of 
dhe brave for ever confirmed. The electrical fire of 
freedom melted the whole nation, as it were, into one 
mals of pure, unadulterated patriotiſm. Earth admired, 
| and heaven applauded a ſpectacle at once the molt affect. 
| ing and ſublime that the annals of the world had afford- 
ed an inſtance of! A ſpeQacle at which the ſoul felt it- 
elf raiſed and tranſported. Tears of ſympathy and joy 
| burſt from the eye of every enraptured beholder. No 
language can come up to the grandeur of the object 
| no artificial eloquence can ee the wan e 
ol the ſcene. | 
The day was uſhered i in, not like the birth of tyrants, ] 
| vith the ringing of bells, and the roaring of cannon, but 
| vithodes and hymns to liberty, chaunted by a chorus of 
millions of freemen. The guardian genius of France 
had commanded SUPERSTITION, DESPOTISM, and 
Vor. S BR 56, Res 
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p15corD to difappear, and make way for 14505 J 
FREEDOM, and CONCORD, _ 

A train of patriots and of heroes ie along aid 
the loud acclamations of an aſſembled nation. Near 
the extremity. of a bridge of boats, built acroſs the 

Seine, a triumphal arch was erected, ninety-ſix feet in 
front, and forty in height, with three magnificent en- 
trances, ſupported by columns of the Doric order, and 
adorned with carving, in the ſame ſtyle of architecture. 
It was alſo hung with wreaths of flowers, ſcattered i ina 
> ſort of elegant diſorder. . 

Ibe ſcene deſtined. for. the ceremony of the civic 
 ALLLANCE WAS, laid out with admirable judgment, A 
valt amphitheatre, four hundred and fixty-five fathoms 

in length, and one hundred and, fixty-five in breadth, 
ſubdivided into rows, riſing one above the other in an 
aſcending ſeries, for the accommodation of a prodigious 
number of ſpc#ators, incloſed the arena, or pit; which 
was large enough to contain W half a e of 
people. 

In the center of the. 3 was 1 a 1 dan 
nent feet in height, and one hundred and eight fathoms 
ip circumference. The ſtructure was of exquiſite pieces 
of workmanſhip. The ſteps that led to it were com- 
poſed of the sr E o THE AST ILIE. — What an 
impreſſive leſſon to the nations bf the world! The ſteps 
aſcending; to the altar. of liberty, carved out of the ruin 
of a fate priſon l We can riſe to aa i ” 
the depreſſion of arbitrary pawth; a4. 

Full in view of this ſacred altar, and just Men be 
n p/chevþa ſecond e was laid — 
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hundred and eighty eight feet in length, and twenty. one 
in height, for the reception of the king, the national 
aſſembly, the royal family, foreign ambaſſadors, and 
other ſtrangers of diſtinction. This ſmaller amphithea- 
tre was made to contain about ſixty thouſand perſons. / 

As ſoon as the proceſſion ended, and the deputies 
took their ſeats, his majeſty and family entered the field 
in their carriages, near the bridge of boats. They 
vere welcomed” by the firing of cannon. The king 
took his ſeat in the center of the amphitheatre, with the 
preſident of the national aſſembly at his right hand, and 
the deputies placed in order on either ſide, according to 
the rule preſcribed by the committee. A very fplendia 
box was fitted up at ſome little diſtance for the queeh 
and royal family; and T's hear | it Pops een 
and foreigners of rank. 

The reader would rather be confuſed than Inkörtte 
by a laboured minuteneſs of detail reſpetting the poſition 
of the ſeveral military corps, that added to the grandeur, 
as well as to the ſecurity of the feſtival. The ſtrength of 
fancy muſt here ſupply the weakneſs and inſufficiency 
of language, to preſent to the mind a juſt and lively 
image of an immenſe multitude collected together to 
celebrate the recovery of their civil and religious tights; 
and with one voice uniting in the maſt ölen oath of 
patriotic and indiffoluble uno. 

The king firſt approached the altar, and with appa- 
rent feryour and energy repeated the ſolemn ng ee 
preſcribed by the aſſembly. | | 

The oath of fidelity to the conftitution, and of beg. 
therly attachment to one another, was then taken by the 
— of all the militia and regular troops in the king. 
3 R 2 dom; 
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dom; after which the preſident of the W aſſembly 


pronounced the civic oath of the 4th of February, and 


every member of the ſenate, rifing from his ſeat, with 


upliſted hands and voice, expreſſed: his concurrence 1 
theſe words: ISWEAn IT.“ 
The effect was not a little heron by the accom- 


panimont of numberleſs bands of martial muſic. 


A rural repaſt, in the true ſtile of ſimplicity and of 


cordial affettion, was prepared by the national guards 


of Paris, for their freres d'armes, the military deputies 
from the different parts of the kingdom. The ſweetel 
ſeaſoning of the entertainment was the 'interchange of 


brotherly love and mutual congratulation. No at of 
| turbulence or riot diſturbed the feaſt; and though 
every. meaſure, which prudence could ſuggeſt, had been 
previouſly taken to repreſs tumult, the demeanour of an 
enlightened people CT Boch all ſuch ee um. 


Ae, 


3 at a diſtance the — Wy deferibed 
one might have been flattered with the hope that na. 
tional concord was too firmly eſtabliſhed in this feſtival 
to be ſhaken again in any moderate length of time. By 
following the principal perſonages, however, to their te. 


tirements after ſeparation, and examining their intereſts, 


their purſuits, and inſpecting their, paſſions and views 
we ſhall be convinced that ſuch expetlations would not 


be well founded, The king himſelf was performing a 


part he was not only unuſed to, but which muſt have 
been painful to him. He was drawn or impelled by 
contrary powers. The danger, of popular reſentment 


would compel him at one time to co. operate with their 
| -  repreſet- 
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ſentative: the flatteries, the entreaties, and pro- 
bably the threats of the nobility and clergy, would 
puſh him on at een to n his ancient. Apr o 
bee 
Every movement of 110 was 920 85 both ans; 3 
every word was ſcrutinized by one or the other; it was 
not likely therefore, that he could either be uniform or 
ſucceſsful in his actions. An inſolent over hearing no- 
bility had ſet too high a value on perſonal diſtinttions to 
be eaſy under their ſuppreſſion. Too many rapacious ee- 
cleſiaſtical ſluggards were rouſed to reſentment in the 
abolition of their privileges by the new conſtitution of 
| the clergy, to leave the nation in peace. Although 
they had loſt much of their unearned ſpoils, they had not 
quitted their hold over the conſciences of the weak and 
the bigotted, and they determined to make uſe of them 
as powerſully, and as long as they ſhould, be able. Civil 
deſpotiſm was pulled down much eaſier than ſpiritual 
tyranny. The murmurs of the proud, the ſelfiſh, and 
the bigotted were inceſſant within and without the legiſ- 
lature, and though theſe murmurs were as unavailing as 
| they were continual to turn the legiſlature from its pur- 
pole, yet they excited a new ferment throughout the 
whole country, they united the ignorant in a fanatic 
league, and produced the moſt dreadful. civil war that 
hiſtory has ever recorded. The few virtuous and en. 
lightened prelates who had left the ſtandard of ſuperſti- 
tion, and declared their concurrence in the decrees of 
the aſſembly, were loaded with the moſt opprobrious 
abuſes by the brotherhood, and accuſed of ſacrilege.— 
The aſſembly. was not ignorant of the dark machina · 
yons of the Prieſthood in general, but it continued to 
work 
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work like a Hercules in cleanſing the augean ſtable 3f 


this order. All the prebendal ſtalls fat pluralitie 


and rich appointments of clerical indolence were totally 


_ aboliſhed. The livings of the rectors were reduced to 


a certain'proportionigand thoſe of the inferior clergy 
raiſed. None were ts be above; none to be under acer. 
tain ſum; ſo that while few could wallow in riches, 
fewer could be diſtreſſed. The aſſembly proceeded in 
this new diſcipline with a judgment equal to its zeal, 
It aſcertained the rights of the people to nominate 
their on paſtors, preſcribed the forms to be obſerved 
in ſuch elettions, and the indiſpenſible requiſites in every 


candidate for all kinds of church preferment, either 


223 or 8 Tue dezente minion of a court 
cant ſee. Ten 


: yeats teßdkedes and a faithful diſcharge of the Clerical 


{one vere che only ehen 15 E c 725 prefer. 
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CONDUCT OF aus WAR MINISTER: ARRAIGNED.. 


75 be national aſſetubly, near the end of July, in thi 
year, was furprized by intelligence from the governors 
of certain garriſon towns in the north, acquainting the 
preſident that the war "miniſter had Written to them 10 
inform them, that, in compliance with the requeſt of 


de ae we yy ambaſſador from the king of Hun. 


. 


rmity to the treaty made with the | 
houſe er Abhra, it was reſolved to grant a free paſ: 


ſage through the French” territories to the Auſtrian 


troops, on their march to the Belgie' provinces ; and 


— thoſe 9 We uſe ned 6 gin bro to 
I73 % reprefs 
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repreſs any. annuh, or diſorder high: ſuch A: meaſure 
| wight occaſion... 

A member drew an cos W e of. abe Ae 
leſs ſtate of the French frontiers. ' The king of Sardi- 
nia, he ſaid, was making the moſſ formidable prepara- 
tions ; Champagne was in the utnſgſt inſecurity, while 
the German princes were looking with pretenſions to 
Alſace : and, at ſuch a moment, ſays he, the miniſter 
dares, without giving the leaſt, notice to the aſſembly, to 
introduce foreign troops: ſo little does he regard the 
law. of reſponſibility. The miniſter's conduct was re- 
ferred to a committee, who made a report upon it, 
much to his credit. His excuſe was the ſmall ae e 
| of troops that were to march through the French terri- 

- tories—the ſhort time they were to remain in them, and 
the conformation to an ancient treaty, though no ſuch 
ireaty could be found. Such a conceſſion. was deemed 
improper mgretiled.” 8 EL 


Dr. Price $ Speech read i in the Aſemb hy. 175 


The real friends of civil liberty are ſtrangers to na- 
tional prejudices, to the narrow diſtinctions of country 
or of climate, Their mutual love and reſpett are not 
matters of geography; they are not confined. by the 
ſiule boundaries, of ſeas, or rivers. They embrace one 
| another in every part of the globe, and communicate 
from breaſt to breaſt the generous flame of e 
and freedom. 

The whig club of England had b a meeting on 
the 14th of July, to commemorate the anniverſary of 
the French revolution, at which Dr. Price had made a 


1 It was read in the N and that part of 
it 


496 „erk ten of Tut 


it was particularly: applauded, where the * orator 
expreſſes a wiſh 5 that the brave and enlightened Pete 
ple of both countries were collected into one vaſl plain, 
not to execute the bloody orders of a deſpot, but 10 
unite like brethren :—to form a confederacy at once ſo 
ſacred and fo formidable, that they need only to pro. 
claim to turbulent nations the oo! PE wut, and yxacy 
THERE WOULD BE.” 


5 CARDINAL DE ROHAN.. 

"This es was never expected to give up his cen, 
furable intrigues. Having obtained leave of abſence 
from the aſſembly, the 14th of April, under a pretence 
of the bad ſtate of his health, he immediately ſet off in 
full vigour; and, in concert with the biſhop of Spires, 
endeavoured to prejudice the HO wor Es TORT the 
proceedings of the national affembly. 


The cardinal alfo attempted to convey 5 the 


Rhine, all his epiſcopal property and effetts, as wel] as 
thoſe of the cathedral chapter of Straſburg, the ſeat of 
bis biſhopric ; but was POO 5 the ere of 
the municipal officers. 

The aſſembly paſſed a decree, commanding him to 
reſume his ſeat as deputy, within a fortnight ; order- 
ing the directory of the diſtrict of Straſburg to make 


out an inventory of the effects belonging to the biſhop- 


ric and chapter; want to h TT care 1 no article 
was remove. 


} 


| xo eee e MILLIONS IN ASSIGNATS PROPOSED 


0 BY 1SSUED.. 
© The chairman of the committee (to uſe the Eogli 
my; on the ſubjeR of * che * debt, 2 
ſim 
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cmpliſyiog ths national reſources, and for, maintaining 
its credit, among other expedients propoſed the illuing 
tuo milliards of livres in afſignats, but not to bear in- 
tereſt as thoſe did in the firſt degree. He faid, the iſſu - 
ing this ſum in paper money (above eighty-three millions. 
ſterling) was conceived to be the moſt efficient method. 
of anſwering every demand, and. of promoting the in- 
duſtry, the commerce, and the ſecurity of the nation. 
4 If,” {aid he, © you wiſh for means to intereſt the, 

luke warm hearts, who: feel. nothing in any revolution, 
| but a change of. fortune; who in the midſt of general 
hope and alarm, cry out, What, ſtall 7 gain ? What 
all I loſe If you wiſh to. attach ſuch people. to 
your new conſtitution, avail yourlelyes of the method 
1 propoſe. be 8 3 

Do you wiſh to intereſt io the Tucceſs and: fup, 
port of your great ſyſtem. of reform, thoſe who-arenow 
itsavowed enemies? Make them forget their paſt loſſes 
in the advantages you are going to hold out to them. 
Connett their private emolument with your ſchemes of 
national 5 1 all their prejndiens ly nn al 
moment. tot 

Ry Hicherta: you, 3 bad N to . 
pedients, which left you, as it were, the ſport of fortune; 
the victims of eyery new and preſſing exigency. I wiſh. 
io open at once a richer and more abundant mine, which 
the deeper you dig into it, will che more reward your 
labour and your confidence, Multiply your aſſig- 
nats; and iſſue them for. various amounts, ſome even 
ſo lo as twenty four livres (an Engliſh guinea), and 
you will render. their recen e convenient, nl 
Poe. * 5 


1 « When | 


3s 
* 
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4 When I confider various other ſchemes, which 
ingenious projetlors recommended to you, I cannot help 
thinking they forget the old maxim, * ex nhilo nil fi- 
that nothing can be produced ont of nothing. Let us 
not be hunting after the philofopher's one in our ſyſtems 
of revenue. Let us not amuſe ourſelves with chime. 
_ rical hopes; let us face every danger with foreſight 

and” firmneſs :-—let us have recourſe to an expedient 


before tried with ſucceſs ; and be aſſured, gentlemen, it 


will prove a fountain of life and comfort to the whole 
nation. The diforders of the ſtate are too inveterate to 
be remedied in a moment. Let us purſue the plan of 
_ thoſe excellent phyſi icians, who, though they cannot 
ſmmediately conquer à diſeaſe, take care to prolong 
life, and to invigorate the conſtitution, ſo as to 4 | 
nature time and means to work out her own cure,” 

MI. Neckar had ſtrongly remonſtrated againſt the il 
ſuing any more of this paper money, under the notion, 
that no countty ſhould ever iſſue paper money in an 
over proportioh'to its cireulating caſh. This idea was 
conſidered by the committee as obſolete,” 

M. Neckar's opinion was treated with diſrefpeQt by a 
majority of the aſſembly, who deemed it neceſſary to | 
withdraw out of trade and eirculation, the old ſecuritics 
and debentures which they called dead paper, favours 
ble only to the purpoſes of flock Jobbing, and to change 
jt for the new 2 ane bare: Js not on ae, but 
ee property. ; 

NM. Govy ſpoke with ſome 01 of MI. Veckar 
and his ſyſtem. „ This miniſter,” ſaid he,“ has always 
mak tearing us with the ſuggeſtions of low cunning, 
with lite ſhort ſighted expedients, with ay” pal. 
"to F 3 | iat ves 
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latives ; but has never prop Ax and, e, 
and effettual plan for en 4 mahle debt. 11 0 
has been called the prime (or firſt) miniſter. of the re- 
venue, I am inclined to believe he will alſo be the loft. 
There is nothing of finance-in our plan of aſſignments: 
and, of courle, we Ls want no ty . 
cer” F 

Another member aid, 5 We are in debt, we wiſh to 
pay it off—we have funds, but no money. What is to 
be done? We cannot compel our creditors to take this 
or that part of our property. We therefore ſhould 
contrive ſuch A ous as 0 ne n. to n own 


| choices 5/5 T „ 


a We an adds to pay them in revenue bills: ; 
{ſomething like the ſtocks, or funded ſecurities in Eng- 
land); but as thoſe bills bear intereſt, the holders vill 
keep them, and will leave our national effects upon our 
hands, Thus the people will remain oppreſſed with 
taxes, to the amount of a hundred millions of livres, 

for the annual intereſt of a debt which we can imme. 

diately diſcharge. Will not thoſe people have the juſteſt 

reaſon to CO nay, to curſe you labours and 2050 | 
conſtitution ? 

* Your new emiſſion of aff ignats muſt not eg tire. 
teſt, It was a great weakneſs in us to have annexed 
any intereſt to thoſe we already ifſued. But with our 
new bills, lands, houſes, and national property of every 
kind may be purchaſed ; and by wiſely iſſuing them for 
ſums of much ſmaller amount than before, we ſhall eſ- 
{entially promote agriculture, and encourage true patri. 
otiſm, We ſhall ſupply the poor mag with the means 
en «ſmall Pian af ground. He next con- 

38 2 


Is it their intrinſic value, and the ſums they repreſent. 
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ſidered the objeftions which had been urged againſt the 
national bank notes, or aſſignats, bearing no intereſt; 
and compared M. Neckars remark on the danger of 
ſuch an experiment to the advice of a phyfician, who 

ſhould recommend to his patient to die with hunger, 
rather than taſte of the only food he eould come at, 
merely from the ee or! its OY impolidle 
to ee e + 

M. ds Min ABEAU more PE any iber bodice of 
th legiſlature obviated all the objeQtions to the meaſure 
ol a further iſfving this paper money.” His ſpeech upon 
the occaſion is intereſting,” is beautiful. The reader 
will diſcover by it, that M. Neckar, the late financier, 
did not quit Paris till there remained not the leaſt chance 
of retrieving his Joſt importance in the public regard, 
Indeed his opinion upon this ſubject was conſidered as 
dangerous to the proſperity of the country. That per. 
tinacy of oppoſition, however, ought to be aſcribed io 
old prejudices only, not to indifference, much leſs to 
ill-will againſt a country he had ſworn to ſerve. Old 
financiers, like old ſchool maſters, perhaps, will 
only work their ſum or ſolve. their 8 in thei 
own way. 
M. Mirabeau 3 conſiderable alan bytk thi 
| 1 ſpeech, though public confidence once loft is 
always loſt. He found himſelf obliged to offer aprefaceon 
his ſuppoſed apoſtacy, after which he proceeded, What 
is it, {aid he, . that conſtitutes the price of coinedmetals! 


Gold and ſilver, conſidered in themſelves, are metals ra · 
ther of luxury than of uſe; they are f little ſerv ice to 


one's the real wants of ww 15 are not more adapted 
| to 


nt 
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to the neceſſary arts than they are to food or to cloth · 
ing. Yet, notwithſtanding ſuch confined and uneſſential 
uſe of the precious metals, their repreſentative quality | 
has by the common conſent of ame rg been extended | 
to all the objetts of life. 

Let us now compare our aff gnats' with coined me- 
tals, The former have indeed no intrinfic value, but 
a figurative value, which conſtitutes their eſſence. The 
latter have, indeed, ſome value independent of their 
| application to the purpoſes of money, but it is a very 

 rifling value, as they can be employed but in ſecotidary 
arts, in thoſe which adminiſter only to luxury. The 
objekt, on the other hand, which our notes repreſent, 
is the firſt and moſt real e no nen, 50 or 9 
duftions, © 
I ſhall e aſk then an the nations f the 
univerſe, if there is not more reality, more true wealth 
in the objett repreſented by our notes, than in the thing 
adopted under the name of money? let me farther aſk, 
whether ſuch a ſtate as ours cannot attach to paper ſo 
vell, ſo unexceptionably ſecured on landed property, 
dle power of general repreſentation, which the conſent 
of mankind has annexed to coined metals: Credit is 
given to bank notes, to bills of exchange, to various 
S eificial ſubſtitutes for caſh; Why ſhould not the fame 

eredit be given to our afſignats, which are national 
bills of exchange, payable at fight in territorial pro- 
periy? Why ſhould they not have the fame currency as 
bits of metal, the fame privilege of becoming a general 
inſtrument of exchange, ' a fore of real, Roaring u er 
e ee money? 
952 51 we are ld ue e our 22 are liable to one 
very . 


alſo muſt bave -been you 
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very great diſadvantage, compared with, money: they 


only repreſent a ſingle. ,objeA, vi. national propery, 
What, in the name of common ſenfe does that ſignify, 
if the national effects themſelves are the repreſentative, 


of all property? Where can any: creditor put out his 


money to more advantage, or with. greater ſecurity, 
than when he has an a pledge. on pant terre 


irma ? 


66 When, therefore, 1 „ the s matter of 10 
and the queſtion of right; — when I ſee, that not only 
the honour of the nation, but that real property is the 


baſis of the propoſed expedient, I cannot help becon- 


ing a warm advocate for it. I am convinced of iu 
being not only ſo adviſeable, but ſo neceſſary, that! 
look upon every man, who undervalues, or inſpires a 


diſtruſt of thoſe notes, as more criminal than the comer, 


who, with wicked i ingenuity, counterfeits or debaſes the 
national currency... 
„ Little, indeed, ee AR did I; 8 that all the 

objeQtions which diſingenuity, levity, ſophiſtry, or ig- 
norance could ſuggeſt, ſhould be collected, and heaped 
one upon the other in the memorial of our late finan 
cier. This miniſter muſt not expect that 1 ſhould - 
crifice truth to affected politeneſs, or pay him any com- 
pliments at the expence of my country. The ſoftening 


ol language muſt not weaken in my hands the defence 
of a projett ſo eſſentially neceſſary to the ſtate. 


* How great was my aſtoniſhment, and how great 
rs; gentlemen, when we heard 
this memorial, which ſeems written for no other pur 


poſe but to diſcredit the means of reducing the pub- 
lic debt! 11 1 new, clouds. over our political 


horizon, 
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horizon, inſtead-of diſperſing thoſe which are already 
collected. It is 'a Jaboured ſermon on the preditted 
| debaſement of our aſſignats, and contains not one word 
of encouragement to eſtabliſh their credit. Our notes 
| arr there repreſented. with all the prognoſtics of ruin 
applicable to the worſt paper money ever deviſed. Cer. 
| ainly, gentlemen, were we in want of a pamphlet to con. 
yince the nation of the ſpeedy re-eſtabliſhment of our 
| affairs, or of the extent and certainty of our reſources, 
ve ought naturally to have expected, that the late miniſ- 
ee of the exchequer would have been the author of ſuch 
| z pamphlet. Yet he is the man who is now moſt buſy 
in ſpreading a en 80 dom over ee career we are 
entering upon. F 9 
* 1s it not ae e ith every hh will 
revive with the return of confidence, to promote which 
deſerves the utmoſt exertion of our zeal and ability? 
[s it not clear, that exciting deſpair of our reſources, in 
the firſt inſtance, is a criminal attack upon the beſt ex- 
pedient we can employ ? What then can be Intended by 
ſuch wicked alarms? Is the man who excites them ſo 
inſallible a reaſoner, that it would be a ſort of political 
treaſon to controvert his opinions? But if, on the con- 
lay, we feel our own confidence in the propriety of 
ſuch a meaſure well founded, does he not, as far as in 
| him lies, impede the ſuccefs of our reſolutions? The 
| enemies of the ſtate avail themſelyes of every means to 
| injure the progreſs of the revolution; and undoubtedly 
they will not let flip the” Tues Fan to them * 
we miniſter's memorial. 
Let it not, een be Andern that I am an 


advocate for adopting any meaſure, particularly one of 
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ſo: much importance, in a 1 and precipitate 
manner. Public confidence. ſhould be the fruit of ma. 
ture deliberation—of a deciſion enlightened by liberal 
debate. I riſe to oppoſe ſuch ardent Precipitancy i in 
determining a queſtion of this weight, intricacy, and 


| magnitude. So impetuous a made of. proceeding, as if 
the nation was to be ſnatched out of the flames, would 


excite a general alarm, and ſhould for that very reaſon 
be checked. It would be bad policy to raiſe ſuſpici 
by ſounding, as it were, ihe trumpei of terror and appre. 


henſion. Let thoſe who declaim ſo violently againſt the 


aſignals, point out ſome. more effectual expedient, 
They tell us the ſhip is going to the bottom, and cry out 
to thoſe who want to ſave themſelves, that the ſmall boat 
is not to be.truſted.;, but they do not Mint out any other 
certain means of preſei vation. 1 

« But let us ſee whether this reſource. | is 2 precari 
ous as not to be truſted; let us ſee whether the objet · 


tions are ſolid enough to make us relinquiſh it. 


The ſirſt great evil aſcribed to the lig nals is their 
cauſing a ſcarcity of ſpecie. But did not the ſame com. 
plaint exiſt before any of them were iſſued? What 
could we have done without them ? How could the mi 
niſter himſelf! have ſuſtained the credit. of the exchequer, 
had it not been for ſo. ſeaſonable a ſupply ? ? Let notes 
to a final amount be iſſued, and the grievance of a llag. 
nant « circulation will be immediately redreſſed. 

vi “ But we are told in the miniſter's memorial, that thi 

very remedy would only increaſe the evil; that by chang: 
ing and re-changing the larger for ſmaller notes, the 


1 42 ꝗ and OMG would, be multiplied 10 


be more. evident than that 


EM the 
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the * notes would, on the contrary, be as uſeful as 
caſh, in changing thoſe. of a larger amount; and that of 
courſe leſs ſpecie alen e for 450 parpoſes of 
circulation; | 
4 Upon this Shae ws, elk A direct (and 1 all 
the force of ſophiſtical and dogmatical aſſertion, If 
gold and ſilver have taken wing to fly into other coun. 
tries, we are in the greater want of a ſubſtitute to replace 
them, If they are locked up in coffers from ſome evil 
deſign, or from miſtruſt, there is nothing like rendering 
them leſs neceſſary, in order to make chem be Hoot 
out, and thrown again into circulation.“ 

M. de Mirabeau made ſome farther remarks. on ae 
objektions contained in M. Neckar's memorial, which 
he called the poſthumous, work of the ex · miniſter; and 
expoſed the inefficacy of the weak, trifling, and fallaci- 
ous expedients which the real enemies of the ſtate affect · 8 
ed to recommend. | 
The abbe Mauzy oppoſed the 7 of af ignats, a as 
be did every other meaſure not in favour of pre rogative 

or privilege; and urged the facility with which. they 
would be counterfeited: but this univerſal ſpeaker's 
ranting had nearly loſt its effect. 

M. Bax AVE ſaid, that two kk bad been 
propoſed to accelerate the. liquidation of the national 
debt—aſſignats and exchequer bills, The firſt united 
in themſelves every defirable advantage: they pay off 
all the immediate demands: they anſwer the ſame pur- 
poſe as ſpecie. in circulation: they encourage trade: 
they not only diminiſh a conſiderable part of the taxes, 
but greatly facilitate the payment of the reſt. ' The ex* 
chequer bills, on the contrary, neceſſarily bearing inter- 
Vol. I. 3 T eſt, 
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eſt, OY to the bdurthens of the ſtate; leſſen eden of 
was founded in error. It was ſuppoſed that they woutd 


: ſeale of Europe. 


money; and ingenuity has indeed ſuggeſted ſuch im- 


ticular times in different ſtates. They have been com- 


tions, which were founded on' imaginary objekt and 
duped admirers. But ſurely the juſt depreciation of 


nats, which are une xceptionable mortgs ges on he live 
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ſupporting them; and dry up the be of dene 
wealth and of national proſperity. 
The grand objettion urged againſt eee be ſaid 


loſe in value; that a ſcarcity of ſpecie would follow; 
that manufaftures would decline; and that the weight of 
France would be e A FOI in pe . 2-900 


As to the value of ſpecie ineredadhy 5d Ain of te 
75 ignats decreaſing by the facility of eounterſeiiing 
them, he ſaid it was a curious argument! Why ſhould 
it be more eaſy to counterfeit French notes than thoſe 
of the banks of England and Holland? The counter. 
ſeiting of coined metals is much eafier than that of paper 


provements in the latter, as to render its en counter. 
feited almoſt impratticable. _ 

Much declamation, faid he, has alſo been pompouſly 
diſplayed in drawing difingenuous parallels between 
afſignats, and the different ſpecies of paper curreney, 
which have been found ineffectual and injurious at par. 


pared to the paper dollars of America, which were ſc. 
cured upon lands of no value. They have been com- 
pared to the Miſſiſippi chouſe, to Law's curious fabrica- 
derived their whole value from the frantic opinion of his 


ſuch paper currency cannot be applicable to our afſig- 


oſtates in France. | | | 
„ | | Kier 
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- Aker hearing: M. Barnave's ſpeech, the aſſembly de- 
e. the diſcuſſion ended, _— came to the nes 


decree : 


FThe unfunded debt of the ſtate, and that "6 ich 
the clergy were, before accountable, ſhall be paid off ag- 
cording to the order which will be n in afhg- 


nats bearing no inereſt. 1 


The amount of the notes thus thrown into circu- 


lation ſhall not exceed twelve hundred wilkon, includ: | 


ing the four hundred millions already decreed. 
_ 6 Thoſe notes on their return to the pes e 


bank ſhall be burnt, and no new one ſhall be fabricated 45 
and iſſued without a decree of the legiſlature; and with 5 


this farther reſtriftion, that they ſhall never exceed the 
value of the national effects.“ ; 
The death-warrant of clerical and „ . 


ence was now ſigned; and the popular party had, in this 


laſt ſtruggle obtained a decitive Voi, om dbblec 53 


There were above: a hundred thouſand people i in oaks 


'Thuilleries waiting with the moſt anxious impatience 
for the final iſſue of thoſe intereſting debates ; and when 
the decree was made known to them, one would have 
ſuppoſed that the voice of all animated nature was exer- 
ted in one ſhout to e the emotions of arent 
joy. 

lt is no vonder bay that public anxiety ſhould hats 
been previouſly raiſed to the higheſt pitch, or that the 
ſounds of triumph ſhould have been ſq loud, when it is 


conſidered that the fortune of a great empire depended - 


on the deciſion that the ſalvation and ruin of France 
were thrown into oppoſite ſcales, and that it required the 
| 3T 2 utmoſt 
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utmoſt exertions of policy, of patriotiſm, of virtue; and 
of eloquence, - to turn the balance in favour of the 
ſormer. ä 

It is unneceſſary at this time to ſay to what amount the 
expences of the French government have been thrown, 
or to what extent thoſe pang have wean: Sq paper 
5 | 


MILITARY INSURRECTION AT; NANCY, 


A dreadful mutiny broke out at Nancy, among the 
ſoldiery, It was aſcribed to the imprudent condu of 
M. pz Bou I IE, who commanded at the place, and was 
ſaid to have inſtigated the old or regular corps againlt 
the national guards, which latter were joined by a Swilz 
regiment. The officers of the army, eſpecially of the 
higher ranks, were certainly implacable enemies to the 
revolution. Diſtrafted to think that military he noir; 
could no longer be conferred by court favour, but be 
made the reward of real merit, they made uſe of every 

artifice to delude the ſoldiery. They at firſt circulated 
among the troops the moſt infamous and ſeditious libe]; 

on the proceedings of the national aſſembly; but this 
method not having ſucceeded, 'they*ſpread another re- 
port, that the ſenate had voted an augmentation in the 
pay of the army, only to ſecure the ſoldiers on their fide 
for a liitle time; and when their purpoſe was anſwercds 
_ propoſed to reduce | TG er to their former 
: The officers went nin farther at wen other gelbe, 
They ſupplied every ſoldier with an addition of four 
ounces of bread to his former allowance every day, as 


wy it had been ns "7 the national N . 
Ke n 
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then deprived them of this increaſe, under a pretenee of 
its being countermanded by another decree. They alſo 
increaſed the rigour of diſcipline; and every ſoldier 
was treated with greater or leſs ſeverity, as he appeared 
more or leſs attached to the new ſyſtem of reform. 

By ſuch conduct, which was often accompanied with 
themoſt provoking indignities, the patience of the troops 
was at length exhauſted ; and the ſoldiers ſometimes de- 
viated from the ſtritt line of ſubordination to their ſu- 
periors. © This is preciſely what the officers wanted, in 
order to Juſtify their having FOOT to he en _ | 
rate extremities. | 

The rebellion of one part of: the! oops dae 
che neceſſity of oppoſing it by the other, which was done 
by cannon, as well as ſmall arms; and above five hun- 
dred lay dead upon the ſpot. One half of the Swiſs re- 
giment was either killed or wounded ; and ſo obſtinately 
did it hotd out, that alone, without officers, it oppoſed 
the French commander with four times the number of 
men. A proclamation was conveyed to the troops by 
two commiſſioners, deputed by the king, eminent for 
their zeal, their patriotiſm, and their loyalty ; and em- 
powered to check the violent meaſures of M. de 
Bouillie, who was allowed to aer ny under their di- 
rection, he 

Apprehenſions were ente es that before theſe 
commiſſioners could arrive at Nancy, general Bouillie 
vould have executed a ſummary e e on the” re- 
volters, now reduced and diſarmed. 

The wagiſtrates of the town, ſtruck with horror at 
the dreadful OY already ane hae interfered, 
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and ſtayed the further 3 againſt 21 over. 
poet rpg Swiſs and OY till uu ann, $ Ratten 
| This impo tant affair was no . diſpoſed of, PAY 
accounts equally alarming were received from Breſt, 
A ſhip called the Leopard, had arrived in that harbour, 
with paſſengers from St. Domingo, the ſentiments of 
. whom were as diverſified as the colour of the animal 
from whom the ſhip's name had been taken. As ſoon 
as this variegated cargo had been landed on French 
ground, they gave way more fully than before to their 
way of thinking, and each party drawing as many of 
the military and of the ſailors as poſſible to their cauſe, it 
was apprehended the ſtreets would ſoon have run down 
- with blood; a great many lives were loſt, but the chief 
magiſtrates removing ſome regiments from the town toa 
Om . a yew feat of havoc and cd 


FRENCH MARINE. : 


The aſſembhy did not overlook ſo i important an n objeft 
| as the navy of France ; it Was, as well as the army, en- 
tirely freſh modelled, A new flag under the denomi- 
nation of a national one was adopted in lieu of the an. 
cient royal one, and an oath preſcribed to be adm 
niſtred at the fitting out of every ſhip, and at every 
muſter; after the captain and ſecond in command ſhould 
bave taken it, the latter was to adminiſter it to all the 
crew without. exception. By one of the new articles, 
all citizens were declared equally eligible to the different 
poſts whether civil, military, or in the navy, aud neither 
the legiſlative nor executive power were to infringe 
the right of admiſſion. 

The 
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rue miniſter at the head of the marine, and all the 
ſubordinate agents, whether civil or military, in the 
ſame department, were ſubjected to ſuch degrees of re- 
ſponſibility as were re defined i in tors conſtitu- 
tional ſyſte. „ 219602 e FORE 

No aer tos Wenge to abs navy was to be 
diſmifſed, but by the ſentence of a court martial, nor 
my civil officer in the ſame en wu er de. 8 
cifion of à court of juſtice,” t 

| Theſe regulations were the beekfiow of vaſt aber 
of high-bred officers quitting the ſervice in diſguſt, but 
they were at the ſame time the means of manning the 
ſhips with another race of ſailors, which could not fail 
in time of qualifying a e —_— CERES wok _ 


_ commands — | 5 . 
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M. NECKAR S FINAL. RESIGNATION... 


M. Neckat's ſituation could not be eaſy to him for 
ſome' time paſt. So long back as the 8th of July, the 
abbe Maury had moved for an impeachment of this 
ancient miniſter, and though a virulent declaimer like 
this, accuſtomed to-bluſh at nothing, could not be ſup- 
poſed to injure the charatter of the financier by mere 
declamation and oratorical flouriſhes, yet the mere ru-' 
mour of an impeachment leſſened his reputation. The 
abbe was the oecaſion of another perſon of the name of 
Colmar, a lawyer, exhibiting” a charge againſt this mi- gp” 
nilter, who, he aſſerted, had ſuppreſſed fix hundred mil- 
hons of livres in his account; this he undertooł to prove, 
and the matter was referred to à committee, but the 
charge never was proved. M. Vernier, one of te 
reden employed to inſpell M. Neckat's plans off 
finance: 


g13 - SKETCH OF THE. 


Finance and his condutt in his bende previous to his 
withdrawing, made a report concerning them, which he 
ſaid, did equal honour to his wiſdom and integrity, 
* Thoſe gentlemen,” ſaid he; who have been moſt 
liberal of their inveRive againſt M. Neckar's condug, 
are very little acquainted. with his operations. They 
betray! an equal degree of ignorance, prejudice, and 
malignity. In the blindneſs. of their reſentment they 
attack him where he is moſt inacceſſible ; and queſtion 
his accounts, where the ſmalleſt error or. A 
cannot be diſcovered.” 

Before this report bad ee ati 5 — 5 M. 
N eckar was perſuaded. his reſignation would be ac. 
cepted, be preſented his farewell letter to the national 
en. it was as follows: 


55 GENTLEMEN, i 

“ My health has been long 3 by a continnal 
ſucceſſion of. care, anxiety and fatigue, I deferred, 
however, from day to day, the execution of the plan! 
had formed to ſpend the remainder of the ſeaſon, at one 
of the watering places, which was recommended as eſſen- 
tial to my recovery. Guided ſolely by my zeal, and by 
my devoted attachment to the public ſervice, I was go- 
ing to enter upon a new and extraordinary taſk, in com. 
- pliance with the afſembly's requeſt, communicated to me 
by the committee of finance; but a relapſe of the ſame 
diſorder chat endangered my life laſt winter, and the en. 
treme ſolicitude of a moſt amiable aud virtuous viſe 
determine me, ee, no longer, to delay my for- 
mer purpoſe. . 


+ 6 in widhrawlog thus from public buſineſs I mull 
'not 
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not conceal hom yon y intentior to, give, up al 
: pains ever returding io it I mean, after the be- 
bellt ol the waters, to ſeek the calm retreat, the ſwyeet | 
aſylum: from carey.which 1-before quitted, in obedience 
lo your orders. Vour ſeſſion ill then be nearly at an 
end; and 1 feel myſelf , een to. cad 
career of politicalitedalc cr © begs ts wal 
The national aſſembly 8 me an tiacciwhe 
of the receipts and diſburſements at the public treaſury, 
from the firſt of May 178g to che firſt. of May 1790. IL 
delivered in this account the 21ſt of laſt July. It was 
referred ſor examination to the committee of finance; 
and ſeveral chennim of that committee leſſened, and 
conſiderably, abridged the trouble by dividing it hetween 
them," I believe, they muſt no be ſatisfied, Whether 
there is any part of the expenditure, or any other artiele 
in the general ſtatement liable to cenſure ; which is the 
| only. pint, I believe, that concerns a miniſter; as the 
* various details of arithmetical calculation, the minute im 
ſpellion of the different heads, the examination of the 
ſeveral vouchers and- receipts, which are unavoidably 55 
tedious operations, properly belong to the department 
of the PONG ow and Wen nee agents 
in the treaſur / CCC 
3, However, gentlemen 11 offer 3 8 as lecu 
rity for my paſt adminiſtration of the exchequer, my 
houſe at Paris, my country houſe, and all. my funded 
property in the royal bank, which has long conſiſted of 
two millions four hundred thouſand livres, (100, O00. 
ſterling), Lonly beg leave to dra out. of the funds ſout 
hundred thouſand livres, (16,6661. 188. 4d.) which 1 
have immediate ——— ſettle. my . 
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| uideg;! Paris, The reſt I leave, without tow under 
the ſaſe· guard of the nation. I am even intereſſed in 
continuing the memorial as it were, of a depoſit, which 
1 think does me ſome honour.” That ſum 1 I lodged in 
e royal treaſury ar the beginning of the late war, and 
ſrom a regard to the exigencies of the ſtate, and the 
low ebb of the treaſury, I would not withdraw it, even 
WP the tt mag wh e were in ee 
tion. 

6 he what 400 e ee which "ER _ 
made on my character, ſuggeſted to me the idea of offer. 
ing this ſecurity: ; but when I connect this circumſtance 
with the review of my whole condutt while in office, ! 
cannot help adding it to the number of fingularities, for 
Ow . life has been enen + e he ee 
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2157089 The 50 1 feel from! my ic this 'moment 
Waels me from inſerting in this hefty letter many ſenti- 
ments which K ger otherwiſe! "OE ne _ of 
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ms. ARREST. AT: Anis. 


05 ha ai of September, a letter was e 60 
the aſſembly from M. Neckar, in which be acquainicd 
the members that he had juſt been arreſted, with his 
wife; and a M. de Bois d'Eſtrain, at an inn in the town 
of Arcis ſur Aube, though he had a paſſport from the 
king, and another from the municipality of Paris. lie 
"begged leave to remind the legiſlative body of the zeal 
and fidelity of his public ſervices ; and hoped the augult 


ſenate would not ſuffer bim 0 be any longer , 
prive 


* : 4 


* 


= 
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ined of the common rights and privileges of every 
cited; of hubtrul, 

The minutes of eee of he 8 1 ol 
Amin ſur Aube, in this buſineſs were alſo laid before the 
aſſembly, and read immediately after. the letter. The 


municipal officers and national guards juſtified their hay. 


ing arreſted M. Neckar on this ground © that the na- 
onal aſſembly having paſſed an expreſs. decree for mak · 


ing miniſters of ſtate reſponſible, ſuch reſponſibilit/ 


would, be null, if they were allowed to quit France, 
without having delivered up a ſatisfactory ſtatement of 
their accounts.“ The municipality therefore thought 
themſelyes fully authorized to detain M. Neckar, till they 
could take the opinion of the aſſembly on che ſubject. 
After ſome little allies of party. animoſity, the aſſem- 
bly decreed, that a letter ſhould be written to the mu. 
nicipality to order nem not to Foun M. Neckar ar bis | 
compacyong- . 

The preſident was alſo direfedtc to write ee letter 
to M. Neckar, incloſing a copy of the decree paſſed in 
his ſavour; and expreſt in ſuch language as might an- 
[ver the purpoſe af a general rabatt. It was worded 


nearly in the following manner: 


I ſend you, Sir, the copy of the e — — * 
you, juſt paſſed by the national aſſembly. I am alſo di- 
refted ta write to you, in order that no. perſon what - 
ever may, on your producing this letter, retard in any 
fort your een that of the perſons in your com- 


N 8 
0 4 45 1 » . 4 b 
pany,” > 1 . : 9 7 2 , 2 5 5 bt £ - : 's p 8 FE : 8 x Fa * 8 
] : : — A # WS 
$ * 


P 


? 1 


| D19M18310X, or Tus: KiNG's MINISTERS. my 


elan of as much magnitude and importance as 
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tive power, fo as 
miſs his miniſters at the inſtance of the ſenate's requiſ - 
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agitated ſinee die commencement of 


the nem was about to be decided by the national 
| aſſembly. It was, Whet 


er the legiſlature could con- 
ſtitutionally, or rather politically (for the conſtitution 
had not yet proceeded ſo far), interfere with the execu- 

that the king might be required io dil. 


tion? This is a queſtion which has often been ſlaned 


in the Britiſh parliament, and the patriots of France re- 


garded it as the touchſtone by which they were deſirous 
to try the efficacy of their own with that of the Engliſh 
government. Next to the rightof making war and peace, 
this ſuppoſed prerogative was held by the en and 
court party, as eſſential to the due ſupport of the dignity 
of the crown. On the other hand, their opponents in- 


_ ſiſted upon it, that the ſyſtem of favouritiſm and corrupt 


influence prabtiſed in England of late years, had redu- 
ced the liberties of the country to little better than the 
name ; but that this' baneful influence was capable of 
pulling down a much ſtronger edifice of freedom to 
utter ruins. | The King's miniſters were detetted in prac- 
tiſing many undethand tricks to thwart the aſſembly" 
proceedings. They encouraged the atiſtocracy all over 
the kingdom to pack the labours of the patriots: they 


had fomented the mutiny at Breſt. They frequently de- 
tained decrees in their offices, which ought to have been 
- difpatched into the departments, and ſent off others of 
a a ſubſequent date, which confuſed, and often diſguſted 
the municipal officers to whom they were ſent for pro. 


mulgation, They bad ſo intirely infuſed their own 
principles into the chatélet, that it was vain to expett the 


| a of an Wn er his of. 


fence 
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fence; whileevery/nian, known or deppoled-to entertain 
gemocratic principles, dreaded to be ſent thither as 
much as he nes given up to his wo 1nveterate | 
enemies. 4% in $5 63 6627-570 b K e 
3 A Giftinguiſled iy: thoiaps . 
rellaion of the queen's miniſtry, and M. le Tour du Pin, 
the miniſter of PP EP 89. 
from her majeſty, HE 00 105 05905 Longs Throat 
The politics of pues ev forobriet of en 
intrigue at this period. The Leopard, the ſhip of war 
lately arrived at Breſt, had imported all the plagues of 
Pandora's box. Diſturbances immediately followed i its 
arrival there, and one half of the officers in the port re- 
ſigned in the c6tirſe of the next month, many of whom 
were found to have held ſecret and png 3 
dence with the mĩniftty and the court. allt tmn 
To e oners, appointed by the Ra had wine 
ſent to that arſenal on the firſt news of the eruption, for 
the purpoſe, as it was given out, of allaying theſe com- 
motions; but the diplomatic and naval committees ad- 
viſed the aſſembly to diſpatch two more popular com- 
miſſioners of their own chooſing to aſſiſt, as was expreſſe 
but in fact to wateh the motions of the two royal ones. 
| The report of theſe two laſt commiſſioners" concern- 
ing the ſtate of the city. of Breſt; of the navy in general, 
and of the criminal indifference and megligence of the 
agents of the executive power- in particular, threw the 
allewbly, arid inches ae whole ea a ſlate of 
great uneaſihoſy,”! rr 53: i 
Wich reſpett ene a _ which it 
had been thought proper to order to be got in readineſi 
15 3 on CE aa EE Spain and 
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England, the moſt unpardonable indolenc was apparent 
in every thing which reſted with miniſters, - 'The four 
committees, of war, marine, colonial; and dip 

made a joint report on the political ſtate of the nation, 
which, they ſaid, was ſo critical as to require vigilance in 
the legiſlature, and energy in the executive power, 
They added that, however delicate a ſubject i it might be 


to remonſtrate to the king on the choice bf his miniſters, 


yet it would be een e en not to * the 


truth; freely to him e 7 
The ee eee ber report to hs Alen. 


by with the following words: 


The members of this . are lie by a de · 
cree from accepting of any place under government, 


Thi s decree. ſhould always be enforced : it 18 the palla- 


dium of liberty. But there is no doubt of the king's 
diſpoſition to chooſe his miniſters from among the friends 
of the conſtitution. ., We any wiſh to invite his my 


to take ſo ſalutary a ſtep,” __ 


The king's miniſters now 3 wah Fg more wh 


noxious to the nation. Addreſſes were ſent from vari. 


ous towns, deſiring meaſures might be taken for the re- 


moval of them, affirming that they had loſt the people's 


conſidence. The city of Paris in particular diſtinguiſh- 


ed itſelf on chis occaſion; and by its aQivity, rendered 


the miniſters ſo unpopular, chat they all, except M. 


Montmoring expreſſed a willingneſs to reſign af them- 


ſelves; The adviſers of the king, however, wade him 


unwilling to concede on this occaſion, not liking o 
eſtabliſh a precedent ſo unfavourable to the ſelſ . lauer · 

ing views of monarchy; and this obſtinacy it was that 
bee e to the — 


· 2 4 


— — ä —ů—ů ͤ ͤ— — — — 


PRENCH "REVOLUTION. 619 


crown” ſhould have to retain any miniſter or agent 
miſt the will of the — vhich, it was contend- 
ed, implied the national wil. 

This being a queſtion highly intereſting to all e 
governments, and neceſſarily i in the minds of all men 
who contemplate the degeneracy and corruption of ſuch 
governments, it may not be amiſs to ſee how the French 
politicians treated it, nor to obſerve what were” the 
ſtrongeſt arguments proand con; adopted by thoſe orators. 

M. CazaLizs combated the motion for the remov 
of miniſters on What he called conſtitutional grounds. 
His exordium, though ſingular, though unpopular; Was 
not void of ingenuity. 4 I do not riſe,” faid he; „ 
the advocate of the miniſtry : I am unacquainted with 
their private characters, and I have no favourable opi- 
nion of their public conduct. For a long time have 1 
been convinced of their criminality: ſor a long time 
have I been diſpoſed to accuſe them of having betrayed 
the royal authority. I cannot help thinking it aw aft of 
high treaſon againſt the ſtate, to abandon that authority _ 
which alone can guard the people againſt the deſpotiſin 
of a national aſſembly, juſt as the national aſſembly can 
alone guard the people againſt the deſpotiſm of kings. 
I have been ſtrongly diſpoſed to impeach your run- 
away miniſter. of the finances, who, forming all his cal- 
culations upon the principles of /elf-ſecurity, facrificed 
| tohis own views all ag array" —_— _ you = 
capable of. 

* Itis ee a \perfidious ſyſtem of TY Pens. 
tat be left the finances in ſo perplexed a ſtate, as to 
oblige the national afſembly to haye recourſe to the def. 
un d. I would have accuſed. 

| him 


* 
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him of having provaked the revolution, without prepari 
the means to ſecure its ſueceſs, or prevent its dangers, 
I would have charged him ain <lexibled hi 
| ſnonduRtand his principles. OMTOMS 6 14 rot | 

„ [Iwould have accuſed th a: with * 
Adcerpiod, in a moment of the greateſt alarm, the roſigna. 
tion of every. officer Who wiſſied to quit the ſervice; in- 
ſtead of branding with the ſtigma af inſamy all thoſe 
who were cowardly enough to deſert their poſts when 
their country was expoſed, to the greateſt. danger —1 
would bave charged him wich a criminal acquieſcence 
_ vhs relaxation — 
or military ſtreng hh * 

* 1 d have charged th miniters of ON 
diſobeyed: them eee 
Ws — 1 would haveimpeached them forthe 


diy ; 8 the asien ben ee, pa- 
triotiſm; but hat plea can be urged in ſavour of thoſe 


luke warm, ab 


and abandon the helm of: ſtate to the hand of hazard? 
In the long troubles that convulſed England, Sra4“. 
ron periſhed on a ſcaffold ; but all Europe admired 


his virtue; and his memory is no revered by his coun- 
trymen. This is an example which ſaichful miniſters 


ſhould follow. If they have not courage enough 10 
die, or to ſuſtain ihe tottering monarchy, let them quit 
the. poſts they are unſit eg meant in en, their 
diſhonoured heads. 
He , yo There ae in every dae two Pn 
power 
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power, the legillative, and che executive; the perfect 
ion and reciprocal independency -of which are 
the beſt ſecurities. of civil liberty. If the legiſlative 
body was to uſurp the right of naming miniſters; the 
executive authority would be invaded, the diſtinQion of 
the two powers would be loſt, and we I ce 5 
under the moſt-intolerable deſpotiſm. 
Were the aſſembly even to ae to il th 
right of preſenting to the king the ſentiments of the peo» 
ple, with reſpe& to the conduQt of his miniſters, thoſe 
fentiments would at length become commands, which 
the king could not well avoid obeying, as he has not 
yet any other legal means of taking the ſenſe of his 
people. If by ſuch a mode of proceeding the aſſembly 
could exclude from the cabinet any perſons, however 
worthy of royal confidence, the next ſtep would be 10 
nominate the king's miniſters; and we ſhould ſoon fall 
| into a ſlate of monſtrous tyranny. I ſhall appeal to tb 
- uniform praftice of the Engliſh, a people firſt ſkilled in 
the art of liberty. Vou will not find in all their hiſtory 
a ſingle inſtance of «mw eo the angus | 
| of parliament.” 
Illi is eee ji 6 wha. rain try 
this ſpeaker obtained his information.] 25 
During the long parliament, that Aifgraceſul A 
riod, which England would wiſh to blot out of its biſtory, 


thecommons preſented an addreſs to Charles I. requeſting . 


him to diſmiſs his perverſe miniſters.” That unfortunate 
monarch, who retained even upon -the- ſcaffold the 
firmneſs of his charaQer, knew that he held from nature, 
as well as from lau, the right of chuſing his privy coun- 
ſellors ; Wr but ſaid, * 
You E | TS 
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if 8 had any ſpecific charge ind his mi. 
niſters, he did not mean to ſcreen them from public 
juſtice, but would have a. 7 Piniſhed, if 
found deſerving. „CCC TOE 
. Some time after, 8 e 
parliament preſented an addreſs, declaring that other 
miniſters had loſt the public confidence; ſor, in e 
language of all nations, public confidence means the 
confidence of the prevailing party. The meaſure, hoy. 
ever, was e e n enden e pee nd 
Unconſtitu tional. 2 
Similar attempts were 5 0 in . 1 of 
Charles II. and William III. but proved always una 
vailing; and ſuch applications were conſtantly rejefted. 
At length this great queſtion was formally decided 
by the people of England. Mr. Fox was miniſter ; he 
propoſed his famous India bill, by the failure of which 
he loſt his place. His Influences! in the houſe of com- 
mons was ſtill conſiderable. That houſe complained of 
Mr. Pitt, che new miniſter; ad pretended that he was 
unconſtitutionally appointed. The king was inflexible. 
The commons addreſſed the throne a ſecond time; and 
declared that man a traitor to his country who ſhould 
adviſe the king to diſſolve the parliament. The king 
replied, a great queſtion has ariſen between, the puri 
ment and me: I appeal to my e "_ 8 
w_ parliament was diflolved? © iis big he 
- [tis plain that M. Cazales was not def ding Engl 
"monarchy, ed weg. J . u 
of the Engliſh monarch.) 
While M. Cazales e with all thoſe details 


To very foreign- to OR" point of en, the un- 
| i, . _ _ ,” eaſinely 


eaſineſs;” lent? and difapprobation of his hearets 


[ wander from the ſubject. But I wiſhed to demonſtrate 


the crown on the choice of its ſervants are a direct at- 
tack on Its privileges. In England, indeed, there is a 
very ealy remedy, as the king can, by a diſſolution of 
parliament, in make an immediate appeal to his people. 
But in France, an addreſs againſt the miniſters ls little 
Is than an appeal to diſmiſs them. ” 

« | am therefore of opinion, that there is but one 


tyranny: it would reduce the moſt virtuous citizen to 
he ablolute impoſſibility of defending kimfelf: it would 


the loyalty of the national repreſentatives. Were the 
by the influente of the legiſlative body, the monarchy 


tion, as alike 1 injurious to the intereſts of the crown, to 
the intereſts of the people, to the intereſts, to the ho. 
nour, and eren to 7 the laſting 1 of che national 
aſſembly.” 1 

M. pv abi el was of bpicztt 03 it would 
be abandoning the great edifice of che conſtitution to 


rare 721 its decrees are properly enforced ; for, what 
3X 2 1s 
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vere ſo manifeſt, that he felt the neceſſity of checkin 2 | 
hiseccentric career. © Tt n may be thought,” ſaid he, © that 


from the hiſtory of a free people, that remonſtrances to 


z conſtitutional method of attacking unworthy miniſters, ; 
and that is by a preciſe and formal charge. I fay, 
preciſe, becauſe a vague accuſation would be: a fort of 


be equally inconſiſtent with the juſtice, the wiſdom, and 


king's free choice of his own ſervants to be reſtrained 


would be ſubverted. 1 ſhall therefore oppoſe the mo- | 


ſuffer its foundations to be ſecretly ſapped by men 
equally void of talents and of virtue. © It is,” continued 
he, “ one of the duties of the legiſlative YE to take 
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is a law if left unexecuted? We hear the voice of ac. 
cuſation reprobating the criminality of the miniſters in 
every corner of the kingdom: and ſhall they be alloweg 
to laugh at public opinion, and to make a farce of their 
own reſponſibility ? Shall the reins of empire be leftin 
ſuch weak, or in ſuch ſuſpefied hands, at a moment 
When the ſtate of foreign politics, as well as intemal 
© dangers, requires the union of the vimoſt viſdony 
energy, and virtue) 
lt has been ſaid, chat the propoſed addreſs would 
tend to confound the legiſlative and executive branches 
of power, on the perfect ſeparation and independency 
of which civil liberty in a great meaſure depends. But 
ſurely it would be forming a very ſtrange: idea of thoſe 
two powers, to ſuppoſe that there never could be any 
point of approximation or contact between them, hoy. 
ever dictated by confidence, recommended by mutual 
Pe a WO COR Py Of PIT 699 ey of 
the commonwealth, _ 
4 Our adverſaries deſire us to impeach the miniſtry 
But is it not plain, that the conduct of a miniſter may 
be very reprehenſible, without affording immediate 
grounds for a national impeachment? Otherwiſe a weak 
or impolitic adminiſtration muſt be ſuffered to blunder 
on, and expoſe the tate to the greateſt danger, without 
controul, becauſe we have not declared i ignores and 
imbecility to be crimes of high treaſon.” *' 
M. BEV ſaid, © Nature, equality, 1 
are the characters inſcribed in the book, which deſpo- 
tiſm had kept long ſcaled up, but which you opened io 
the eyes of nations. Your taſk has been, to unfold, and 
reduce to practice, the e of that ſacred ou 


* 
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Nothing . you from that glorious purpoſe. Von 
vill accompliſh it in ſpite of inflammatory harangues, 5 


perfidious alluſions, and that conſtant ſucceſſion of 
potent conſpiracies, which we ſee ver _ e 
and every day diſconcerted. 


In your progreſs to the e of 0 Hills 42 


work you will always remember, however, what op- 


portunity a king with a large civil liſt at his diſpoſal, - 


and a corrupt miniſtry will have to fruſtrate your la- 


bours, if you give. up the right of interference i in ck | 


an occaſion,” --. 

In the courſe of. the 4 one of che e mem- 
bers of the national aſſembly cited the example of the 
long parliament of England as highly worthy of imita- 
tion, in its ſpirited reſiſtanee to royal favouritiſm, and 


other abuſes of the executive power. M. Staniſlas 


Clermont, in a violent. paſſion, called that parliament 
an ( execrable monſter,” and aſked, with great vehe- 


mence, What proofs of patriotiſm it had ever given ?ꝰ· 
M. Br1s880T replied with energy, and proved he 


| knew more of the Engliſh biſtory than M. Cazales, 
or any of his opponents, You aſk, hen the long 
parliament gave any proofs of its patriotiſm? If you 
are ſo little acquainted, Sir, with fatts of ſuch general 
notoriety, I will tell you; not, indeed, to gratify _ 
curioſity, but to confound your prejudices. 
That parliament ſhewed its patriotiſm, when it re- 


volted againſt a faithleſs deſpot hen it reſolved to 


put an end to the tyranny of a Strafford, of a Laud, 
of a Star-chamber, of a Charles I. who convened par- 
laments only to obtain ſupplies ;—who diſſolved them, 
ane n. his criminal wiſhes z who levied 


taxes 


. 


; 
4 
; 
7 
1 
1 
1 
+ 
4 
7 
; 
4 
f 
* 
3 
: 
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1 cauſed foreign troops to be diſbanded ;—whe 
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taxes without the conſent of his people; and Who dia - 


with illegal nenen gegen my afſertors, of wk be. 

n 4. ane lte 2447 
That parliament gave a proof er its parriciſn 

tek it prolonged its own exiſtence; till it complet 


redreſſed every public grievance ; and effected an ad. 
mirable reform of all the abuſes under dries bon man 
1 groaned for ſo many ages. e oy 


That parliament evinced its Patris when it 


_ -relolved to bring to the bar of public juſtice the mi. 


niſters who had given the, ſovereign pernicious advice; 
and when it condutted the impeachment itſelf, till fen- 
tence was paſſed upon thoſe traitors to their country, who * 
expiated their crimes 175 a en and eee 15 5 
on a ſcaffold, EE IEF on 
That parliament gave wreak of i its ue patriotiſm, 
when it decreed the diſqualification of biſhops to fit in 
the bouſe of lords ;—when it refolved, that the com- 


mand of the forces, both by ſea and land, ſhould be 
intruſted only to perſons choſen by the houſe of com. 


mons;—when it took care that miniſters and ambaſſa- 


dors ſhould not be appointed by intrigue, but ſclefted 


on account of their abilities, their virtues, their real 


love of their country hen it voted,” that the educa- 
tion of the preſumptive heir of the crown ſhould * 


committed to pure, that is to ſay,” to popular hands. 
„That parliament, Sir, was truly patriotic, when 
ate wie 

hearing of a plot to ſeize the ſtrong garriſon of Hull; it 
charged the ee to ps, the! wh wp even n "= 
king —!. 8 | 
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tha „vhen it exerted. all its temper and wiſdom 
to prevent the horrors and calamities of a civil war mms 
when it made the moſt reaſonable and conciliating pro- 
polals to the King, ho firſt erected the ſtandard of ze- 


"rod hoſtility againſt the nation: 5 


That parliament diſplay edi its patriqyifig. when 11 | 
rage ;—when it called out the trained bands, en aeg | 
that time may have been properly che national guards 
of London ;—when, it did not give, up the common- 
| vealthas loſt, after its troops had been thrice deſeated 


armed. the nation to oppoſe the, king's s viole 


but even at ſuch a diſcouraging moment, ordered a pro- 


ſecution to be commenced againſt the queen, as guilty, 


of high uealon, for W 55 king into ſo e zinal 


a War. 1 5 14 5 1 127113 


« That parliament was 5 1 patrioxic, when in the, 
mid of a civil war it took the moſt vigorous meaſures, / 
for the ſecurity, of civil and religious liberty ;—when. 
it aboliſhed the houſe. of , lords ben it levelled the, 
ociety, and 
of aus Henni nen, the members of the 1 


hateful diſtin&ions of hereditary rank in 


* In hon, hr that pres brad, ſelf guided 
by the rue. ſpirit. of prtgiotilon hen it aboliſt _ Z 


rannical monarchy. * 1 2 1 44 (RS, 4 af © 5: 


But I ſee you 200 e to: woes rote Did 


it alſo ſhew/ its patriotiſm, when it condemned its 


king to die ?-—Will you liſten to my reply, you ho 


vere born to the enjoyment of liberty but yeſterday ? 
II certainly ſhall be heard by thoſe, who, convinced 
vith me of the principles on which' the patriotie con- 
duct of that parliament was founded, do not meanly 


ſhrink | 


— 


r La <7; IE 


w iy — ic, xx Ivo Ars, N — . enced es re nb 4 to. 
o 


* 
* 8 
* — , 
hs 


ES 


2 eo 
e 


1 2 
n r & 


- 
* 4 Ll 
4 {7 
SE + 
122 <4 
+ 
$17 35 
117 * 
3; 
| . 
#7 X 
15 4-9 
B Ji 
LIE I: 
i 
j 42 
FE Be 
+ 90 
* 
18: VB! 
x 'P - 
: * 
it 
. 
1 7 
| 
6 
1 1 
1 : 
*J 
? 
J 
5 n 
b 
| 1 
1 
I 
5 
1 
1 
*. 735-7 
to 2 * : 
* Fi $ 
£5 © 
1 
1 
11 
; 
Fr +4 * 
3& EF 
1 74 
1. 
7 1 
11 
i 
1 N 
1 
„ 
1 5 1 
23:9 
74 5 
fi : 
bs by 4% . 
8 > 
1 
4 = 
F - 3x 28 
- 41 . 

21 LY 4 1 
8 
1 : 

1 8 14 
5 TR . 7 
1 11 
1 

3 
i 1 
. 
13 3 
FT 23 
{48 © (# 
45 3. 
j * 
4 : 
43 
i = z 
2 . 
oj £5 c : a 
-W. x 
t 
14 
1 
. 
1 * 
1 


8 


— r 


” 


8K ITY or 2 


' 
* 
* 
1 — 
4 7 


riot from the conſequenees:—I ſhall be 1 by 
thoſe; who are not et weer ee Wi the id, 


which they themſelves have broken. 


Let me aſl then or enthuſiaſtic royalifts, who 


ſpeak of Charles the Firſt's execution with ſo much hor. 
| ror, W whi 


r a man guilty of the greateſt crimes ought 
to ſuffer for them; or ought to be exempted from py. 
niſhment, merely beeavſe his crimes” are the greateſt? 
If ſuch an opinion as the' latter can only be diQated by 
ignorance, by ſlavery, by a debaſement of the under 
Randing and dignity of man if you are forced to 


acknowledge, that no criminal upon earth ſhould be 


exempted from puniſhment, and that ſuch puniſhment 
ſhould be always proportioned to the enormity of his 


crimes if you are obliged to confeſs, that the greateſt 


of all crimes is to plunge a nation into flavery ; to ſub- 
ſtitute a tyrant's caprice ſor conſtitutional laws; to cruſh 
people under loads of taxes to which their repreſenta- 
tives have not given their conſent; to waſte the reve- 
nues in ſhameful profuſion to ſport with juſtice and 
morality ;—in "ſhort, if the greateſt of all crimes is to 
render a civil war inevitable, and to ſhed the blood of 
men, in order to enflave them if, I ſay, you allo 
all theſe truths, you have yourſelves pronounced ſer- 
tence on Charles I.—you have figned his death war- 
rant; for there is not one of thoſe crimes, of which he 


vas not repeatedly guilty. - The whole biſtory of his 
reign is but a ſeries of facts that atteſt his gui. 


_ 4. You betray then, either your diſgraceful attach 
ment to flavery, or your profound ignorance, when 


you charge the Engliſh parliament with having aſſaſh- 
; ng their as You prove IS ey 


wy 
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for; in the firſt place, it Was notabs parliament that tried 
Charles, but a eee of a hundred and thirty-three 
members, choſen from among the officers of the my, 
tue citizens of London, anda houſe of commons; and, 
in the ſecond place, I have demonſtrated; that the crimes 
of which he was fully convicted, deſerved the moſt ri- 
gorous puniſhment, and brought down upon his en 
head the juſt vengeance of earth and heaven.” | | 


The king being now apprized of the length and eds of „„ 
the debate, and not willing that the queſtion ſhould be | 
further diſcuſſed, cauſed it to be announced to the aſſem- 
bly, that M. FLEURAIEU had taken the oaths as miniſter 1 
ſor the marine department. All the other miniſters, ex- - 

cept M. Montmorin, who continued to poſſeſs the con- 
fidence of the nation, it was ſignified would tefign by 


his majeſty's deſire. The motion, therefore, for e. 
ing the king on the lub ject was 8 1 
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PROMISING APPEARANCE. oF. THE, REVOLUTION» | 
| Amidſt the rapid ſucceſſion of the moſt glorious vic- 
tories obtained by the champions of freedom over tbe 
enemies of their country, one important obje@ ſeemed 
{ll wanting to complete the triumph of civil and religi- 
ous liberty 3 and that WB, the hearty concurrence of 
ide executive power in all the admirable deſigns of the 
legiſlature, France, though exulting in the talent and 
the virtues of her repreſentatives, ſtill required the vi- = 
gour of a patrictic:miniſtry to give full and immediate . I 
efficacy 10 the reſolves of the great national council. 
If any ſentence ever utiered⸗ byiman carried: with t | 
internal evidence of its being inſpired by heaven, it is | 
certainly this; Vox. POPULL vox Di- the voice of | 
iVoucl, 9 | _ the cM 


# 
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tte pEOPLE is the voice of OMN1POTENCE.,—FHow 
ſtrikingly has this been exemplified in France The 

voice of the people there made itſelf heard amidſt the 
din of ariſtocratic cabal _ the Ty [Wackour of 
court ſycophants, 
When the members of = 3 * rae re- 
fpett, or a miſtaken 1 for their king, declined re. 
, monſtrating with him on the miſcondutt of his miniſters, 
the people came nen boldly in their own right, and 
inſiſted on the diſmiſſion of ca 9 , ol che 
public confidence. - ; 

The ſtep was deciſive: . creatures of corrupt i in. 
fluence were forced to reſign one after another; and the 
miniſtry was now  compoled of men, promoted not by 
intrigue, but by ſuppoſed merit—whoſe honorary diſ- 
tinctions were not derived from their anceſtors, but from 

the eſteem of their fellow citizens.;* 
A leiter in form from the king to the preſident of the 
national affembly requeſted the latter to inform the houſe, 
that on the reſignation of the archbiſhop of Bourdeaux, 
M. du Randa e bad n eee an of 
the ſeals. 

This ets agg was e with ano- 
[ther pleaſing intimation, that all the decrees in arrear, 
as they were termed, that is, wilfully neglected, ſup- 
preſſed, or withheld by the late keeper, had juſt receiv- 
ed the king's ſanftion. The new miniſter in this depart- 
ment appeared actuated by too much zeal for his coun- 
_ try's good, to keep back for a moment from the royal 
aſſent the decrees of the legiſlatiye bodſ x 
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CALONNE 8. EM ZALIME Nr. N 
It would not be eaſy to paint, even with the ht; 
colouring of language, the general ſurprize and horror 
excited in the national aſſembly, by a report brought in 
by M. de Batz from the committee of liquidation, on 
the embezzlement and wanton waſte of the public trea : 

ſure by M. Calonne and his ſhameleſs colleagues. aid 

Amidſt the detail of enormous abuſes which had ex- 
hauſted the treaſury; and almoſt ruined the credit'of the 


nation, M. de. Batz took particular notice of various 


grants from time to time: of one and thirty millions to 
the company of. the Paris” water-works, merely upon 
their tock-jobbing e EAT and wy tis by the rm 
order of Calonne. | N 

But what was ſtill more 3 the beraten 
of Paris had been prevailed on by M. Calonne in- 


trigues to declare, by one of its arrets or decrees, that 
Meſſrs, Perriers, the oſtenſible agents, and chief proprie- 


tors in the water- works company's ſunds, were ſtate- 


creditors to the amount of two millions of livres, though 8 


the — was e to en n te- u 
million... FFF 
The chender, e of this corrupt man is too 
notorious to make it neceſſary to dwell thereon. It jg - 


:90 inſignificant to entitle it to any place in hiſtor. 


The aſſembly addreſſed the king to cauſe the water- 


works company to refund the nation's money in their 


hands; but for that which this fugitive tres fo that! 65; * 


his poſſeſſion, it t way like en er e 


The national e ee eee or he 
1 1 year 


9 
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year 1790 by an act as grateful to univerſal philoſophy, 
as g's to” e tro at t home. 


5 2 «us | foo . 
E C ES 


\ TRIBUTE. 10 ROUSSEAU'S, MEMORY, ,, 


A bing to the memory of - departed- genius 40 
not be conſerred by a free and enlightened people with 
more glory to themſelves, or with greater juſtice to the 
object of their applauſe, e in e mn of ' 


the great Rouſſeau, 
To M. BARARRERZ is Fn hs 3 50 tk 


ened the attention of the ſenate to a point ſo worthy of 0 
their regard. He enen e 1 in the 


ae w anner: 


0 GunTianEN 


mw <2 


Bu According to one of your moſt ls nee 


the widows of men who ſerved: their country Are enti- 
tled to a ſhare of the national rewards, ſo: juſtly: ſubſti- 
conſormity to that decree, that I now lay before you an 


addreſs from the widow of an illuſtrious man, vhoſe only 


reſource againſt the terrors of want is in the liberality of 
the French nation. The involuntary tear burſts from 


my eye, when I name the vidow of J. J. Rouſſeau. 


She enjoys ſome trifling penſions, for which: ſhe is in- 
debted to the name of her celebrated huſband. But 


they eder Pr ous atis of kindneſs : ſuch ſources 


may leave her a 3 povertys! rs . 
the fears that now prompt her to apply: ſor your relief; 
fears, unhappily, but too well ee by the death of 


EIT EEE ͤᷣͤ ͤB-V !!... EEE ˙¾ L RO On en Ws. 
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gance of whoſe heirs ſeem likely to leave but liule of \ 
the eſtate for the purpoſes of charity. ! 

« Methinks I already hear the outeries of iy 
[At theſe words all the hearers exclaimed, as with one 
voice, Not here, ſir, not here!“! Calamny long 
perlecuted the author of the Social Compact; it pur- 
ſued him even to the graye. After having vith tbe 
moſt criminal baſeneſs endeavoured to diſturb his ee ; 
aſhes, it was not likely to treat his widow with leſs ma. 
ſevolence. This amiable woman has been accuſed of. 
having ſullied the name of Rouſſeau in the arms of a 
| ſecond” huſband.” It is in this s Ac TUANT of the 
avs that we ſhould do ample juſtice ta the long- lan- 
dered widow'of the LEGOISLATOIR OT THEY UNIVERSE. 
She never forgot her duty to the memory of Rouſſeau: 
fre would not change thie name of his widow for the crown 
of -any ſovereign; | Theſe,” gentlemen, are the genuine 
expreſſions of her ſenſibility, which 1 heard from 1. a 
own lips, and could not hear without emotion. 

« 1 have in my hands authentic reſtimbaits of "* Tee 
condutt, tranſmitted to me by the reftors' of e e 15 
ville, and of Pleſſis-belle ville, where ſhe has reſided 
during her widowhood; and where ſhe bas ſet an ex- 
ample of the pureſt virtue io all her ſex,” Were any ' 
farther proofs of her amiable character wanted, I would '' 
quote the words of Rouſſeau himſelf, in one of His ye” i 
ters to M. Dubos. She has, ſaid he, ſpeaking of his 
wife, been ny conſolation in all my misfortunes © ſhe %% 
made me bleſs them; yet, in return for twenty years care 
and attachment; I now leave” her alone, and without an we a 
Protection, in a country where ſhe may want it ſo much." 
os 7 RT that all thoſe ue loved * transfer Ä 

her 
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her the fame friendſhip and eftcem.” She is 1 deſers: 


ing of it: her heart is exadly like-my own. "Flere the 

| houſe rang with ſhouts of applanſe.] . 
Athens, reſumed M. Barrere, 1 up the 
ſiamily of Ariſtides. What proviſion will the French 
nation make ſor the widow of J. J. Rouſſeau? I do 


not think it neceſſary to excite your compaſſion by tell- 


ing you that ſhe is virtuous and indigent; that ſhe is ſink- 
ing under the double load of grief and age. You are 
juſt you are humane; and you have the glory of your 
| country at heart. You: ill, perhaps, think it right that | 
T1 ed at the ; 


the widow of ſo great a man ſhould be maintai 
expence.of the public treaſury. But I muſi not omit 


one particular, that ſhe herſelf has ſet, bounds to your | 
benevolence : ſhe will accept of no more than ſix hun- 
dred livres, { Here ſeveral members cried out, It i; 
not. enough.] L; en thervioge, move the. following re. 


ſolution: . 


ee eee eee eee e 
of what is due to the memory of J. J- Rouſſeau, has de- 
creed, in ſavour 1 lu widau an en _ ix hundred 

LIVER? os and ont oem $5 
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Another ee 3 es bee 3 a 1 be. 
minding the houſe of hat he himſelf had formerly urged 
to engage the auguſt ſenate to honour ihe memory of 
the author of Emilius and of the Social. Os beg : 


ged leave to add only a ſingle remark. 


« When Rouſſeau,” ſaid he, ona by the Y 
unjuſt ſentence of the parliament of Paris, and rejected 
even by his dyn country, which refuſed him an aſylum, 

vas obliged in foreign ſtates, to drag on the weary liſe 


1 955 . Yew 


aw, ba wrote theſe very words: 


n 
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« Yes, I am not afraid to fay it: if an exified in 
Europe any one enlightened' government ; any govern. 
nent, the views of which were equally uſeful and wife ; it 
' would have done publichomage to the author of Ex11.1us : 
it would have erefted Aatues in honour of him. T1 knew 
men too well to expett any gratitude from them; but I 
confeſs I did not know them fu e to ! ſuppoſe, that 

they would have requited me ws.” 1s 
It was thus,” added M. Eymard, that in the bit- 
| terneſs of his heart, a man unjuſtly perſecuted turned 

to himſelf for comfort. He fought in the purity of his 
own intentions ſome conſolation for our ingratitude. It 
was thus that the dignity of his ſentiments, the noble 
pride of his exalted ſoul raiſed him above the injuſtice 
of which he was the victim, when, under the reign of 
deſpotiſm, no man anred © to lift up ay voice 9 meh 
perſecution. 7 * 

But now there is in Francs ch: a goverment 
Rouſſeau would have wiſhed to have for his judge. 
is before thoſe, who have eſtabliſhed this i 
that I ſolicit with confidence the reparation due to the 
memory of J. J. Roufſeau. Ves, I muſt indulge the 
fond hope of your ready aſſent. At a moment when 
the greateſt and moſt admirable of all revolutions has 
been effected in France by the force of truth and reaſon 
alone ;—when you had no other ſupport than public 
opinion. in ſo vaſt and perilous an undertaking; what 
. ought to be your gratitude to the man; Who, by en- 
lightening the ſovereign will of the pation you repreſent, 
put, as it were, into your hands the viaorious arms, 
vith which you have defeated arbitrary power, and al. 
1 for ever our EPO,» and our liberty. 1 beg, for 
” | the 
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honour of my. country, that after having fee a great e. 


ample to the whole world, the farther glory may be re. 
. ſerved for France, to pay due homage to virtue and to 
genius; to teſtify, like the moſt celebrated nations of 
antiquity, in a manner worthy of herſelf, as well as of 


the objelt of her applauſe, her juſt reverence for the 
immortal man, who was her Peneſat}ars. or rather the 


benefattor of human kind. | 
Permit me therefore humbly. to foes the follow. 
ing amendment to Mr. Barrere's motion: 

The national aſſembly de ſirous of paying, the wat 


| ſolemn homage io the memory of J. J. Rouſſeau, and io 


give him, in the perſon of bis widow, a teſtimony of 
the gratitude due to him from the French nation, has 


EL decreed, and doth decree, as follows ; 


1 Art, 1. A ſtatue in honour of the author of Emilivs 


and the Social . Ren be erefied with: the fol 
lowing inſcription : 1 


TO NATION: Wee relies} 471 x Rovsszau,” 
1 on the pedeſtal ſhall be engraved his own. device: 
- ©, VitTAM 1MPANDERE VARO.” 


#06 455 2. Maria Thereſa Lavaſſeur, the widow of 
1 J. Rouſſeau, ſhall be maintained at the expence of the 


ſtate. For this purpoſe, an annuity of twelve hundred 
livres ſhall be granted to her out of the public treaſury.” 


The motion thus amended was put to the vote, and 


was honoured not only with the unanimous concurrence, | 
1 with the NT . * the whole houſe. 


# Events 
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lu. during me Year 179057 too unimportant to break | 
"the Hiftorical Chain, 


A conliderable effort was made throu ghout the FR | 
part of this year, by the court and its adherents, to draw 
off certain popular members from their patriotic career, 

The abbe Maury obliquely avowed ſuch intention by 
many of his ſpeeches in the aſſembly. He ſaid the king 
mult have his repreſentatives i in the affembly. as well as 
that the people had theirs. M, Goupel de Prefelu, ſee- 
ing the danger of miniſterial influence ſpoiling all that 
was doing, made an unexpeRted and animated ſpeechy 
which greatly put out of countenance the court agents 
ſo bufily employed.“ The army (ſaid he) of Han; 
nibal, victorious at Cannæ, and till then the terror of 
Rome, ſoon became enervated by the pleaſures of Ca» 
pua. Court favours may have the ſame effect on the 
members of this aſſembly, who fo gloriouſly reſiſted the 
threats and violence of deſpotiſm. Though miniſtry, 
in ſome late appointments, may have been adtuated by 
the moſt honourable motives, yet the repreſentatives of 
the nation ſhould be exempt, not only from cenſure, 


but even from ſuſpicion,” He therefore moved (look- - 


ing ſtedfaſtly at the elder Mirabeau and another mem- 
ber who ſat near him) that no member ſhould ac, 
cept of a place or favour from government direfly or 
indireftly, without the expreſs conſent of the afſembly.” 
This motion gave riſe to à long debate, and an oppor» 
Unity to diſtinguiſh between ſincerity of profeſſion, 
and hypocritical pretenſions, and ended i in a reſolution 
8 That W to the ſpirit of a decree paſled i in 
: Vou, I. 3 2 e laſt 


a 
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laſt 1 no member of the national aſſembly 


can, during the preſent ſeſſions, accept of any place, 


office, gift, n or ene whatever from g- 
vernment.” op 

In this year two young, 1 men SAR name of Agaſſ, 
were executed for forgery on the caifſe d'eſcompie ; they 
were ſuppoſed to be connected with, and fet on by ſome 
perfons of higher conſequence. Their trial at the cha- 
telet continued a conſiderable time, and they were ſo 
- ably defended, that it was expected they would have 
eſcaped. While they were in the priſon a robbery was 
nearly effected in it, of the plates on which the falſe 
bilſs were printed, and which were lodged there in a 
ſtrong room. Immenſe crouds attended the execu- 
tion in expeUation of hearing a confeſſion of impor. 
| tance, but nothing of the kind took place. The liberal 
| ſupport they received in priſon, and the endeavours 
uſed to ſave them after condemnation left _ public 
full of furmiſes. 

As an impotent effort of ſoperſticion} the bilkop of 
Blois, with a degree of fanatic reſentment, approach- 
ing to madneſs, publiſhed an. epiſcopal mandate, at 
the time the monaſteries were laid open, forbidding 


all the clergy of his dioceſe to give abfolution even at 


the hour of death, to monks or nuns who ſhould avail 
: themſelves of the decree of the national afſembly.. 


A proſecution was inſtituted! againſt him for this dar- 


2 ing inſult on common ſenſe, as well as on the laws. It 
is not eafy to reduce a perſecuting bigot to reaſon ; and 
the biſhop aſpired perbaps to the glory of being a mar- 


oo 8 10 * old INS. he ONE: haue found, how- 
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ever, vp few devotees in the preſent enlightened'age ; 
Pp homage at his ſarine, , © | 
Two ariſtocratic deputies from Mengbii wrote on the 
26th April, to acquaint the houſe, that the commiſſion 
given them by their. conſtituents expiring the firſt of 
May, they could no longer attend the afſembly.——A | 
decree was paſſed, that this letter ſhould not 25 inſened | 
in the Journals of the houſe. my. 
In the various addrefſes of {elicitation from the diſ- 
tritts and municipalities to the national aſſembly, ſome 
were to be diſtinguiſhed' for their wit not leſs than for 
their patriotiſm. The municipality of Oiſe in ſpeaking 
ol the happy change introduced in France by the cou. 
rage and labours of its repreſentatives, ſaid,” ** formerly | 
the xaTI0N was reſponſible to its min1sTeRs, but you 
ny mage apron der cog noe tothe wation,” ab WE Ko 


that he was one of the: aſd prog 4 bad ſigne 
noxious. proteſt, and invoked the puniſhment of the 
legiſlature, adding, that he did not think he was worthy 
do be allowed to fit in that houſe. The aſſembly dif- 

dained to take any notice of the ſelf condemned criminal,” 
| according to the old proverb, which ſays,” „ that a 
madman ſhould not "by Oy 15 85 wie fe omen 
death.” ER. BEL: | e "SE 


The marquis de Weesen nite a repor We the 


| Proper committee on ſavings which might be made in 


the public expenditure, One article of which was very 
| curious, it was the ſuppreſſion of the royal ftuds; The 
| reader will be ſurprized to find, that in the above re- 
Fas the French: king's ſtallions were eſtimated at no 

; 6 leſs 
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leſs a charge 1 nine hundred and 8 thou, 
ſand livres annually to the oppreſſed. people. Vet the 
breed was ſo bad, ſo inadequate to the national ſupply, 
either for uſe or pleaſure, that the: F rench were obliged 
to import four or five thquſand horles every year from 
England and Germany; but it was not the, breed of 
horſes that the late miniſters of ecanomigal den, 1 
| tended to, 8 

The duke de . the chief of Fa rg 5 va 
had a perquiſite of one hundred. thouſand. livres, for 
rubbing down, their heels, it may be ſuppoſed. M. De. 
leſſart, an old clerk, had ien thouſand liyres, and the 
remainder of che above enormous ſum! may be fairly 
praſigmed to Marr, bern bellomed on men of oo 

. Ketin 
be The Fir abr on this e dan in * 55 affembly: was nq 
leſs curious than the ſubje&, | +. Do you want good 


horſes?” cried//the viſcount de Noailles, & haye mo 
royal ſtuds do you wilh for beautiful trees ? Plant no 


meant t prove, that when, goyernment intorferes in any 
article of trade or produce, private individuals are im · 


5 mediately thut out from all competition, and. the voll 0 


Wee Is the fatal conſequence. „ 
M. Carat conſidered ibe matter in quite ts 
int of view; he ſaid, © that ſtuds yere ſeraghis 
for cqufined.. ſtallions, and that nature is neyer more 
— 55 than hen left 10 herſelſ. The ſuppreſſion of 


chuſeleſs andexpenſive anden, eee 


on by the, aſſembly. 2% wi: 
la the | 


ol tiger the diſcortinyance of liyerjes, andthe 2 — 
„ wo | | ' flat 


% +: 
- 


n mays decree on the #7 SPI | 


* x > I 


_ _ . qQ * * _ 


FRENCH REVOLUTIO 54% 


tion of all monuments of tyranny, and bondage, the af. 
ſembly. added a, clauſe ſor not ſubjefing foreigners tra- 
yelling through France to any Teſtraint, as to the dreſs 
of their ſeryants, -whether-inhyeries or otherwiſe. ; 
There were few members of tbe national: allembly 
wan knew how to make mote of a local or a temporary: 
circumſtance than the count de Mirabeau The debate 
for alienating the church lands having been carried on 
with moſt violence by the prelates on the feſtival of St. 
Bartholomew, a horrid day in the annals of France, 
when bigotry, perſecution and prieſteraſt glutted them- 
ſelves in the blood of F reach: proteſtants, the count 
did not let ſlip ſo fine an opportunity of inflaming thb 


—— 


majority of the houſe againſt the eccleſiaſtics, ve had 


charged them with impiety, with atheiſm and ſacrilege. 
„From the very ſpot,“ ſaid he, 5 wernow: ſtand 
upon, we can ſee the window, where fattious prieſts, 
confounding their perſonal intereſts with. thoſe of reli- 
gion, put into the hands of their deluded ſovereign an 
accurſed blunderbuſs to ſire upon his faithful ſubjects.. 
I The anniverſary of the maſſacre, and the place where 
he aſſembly met, which commands a view of the prin. 
cipal ſcene of blood, gave peculiar force to the count's 


remark, He alluded to one of the moſt horrid circum- 


ſtances in that religious butehery. —*ν⏑ 1 multitude of 
proteſtants had fled to the Louyre, hoping to find an 
aſylum in the palace of their king; but the faithleſs 
Charles IX. became himſelf one of their worſt aſſaſſins. 
Aſſiſted by his brother Henry, he feattered death among 
thoſe who truſted to him ſor protection, with as much 
wanton joy as if they had been the wild beaſts of his 
N while . were” _ nen the murde- 
frous 
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rous activity, with'one hand marking on the viQims the 


; ſign of the ace mw with Ge other plunginga dagger 


in their hearts.“ 
In the month of 50 as We in the national 


aſſembly ran ſo high, that M. Cazales, a champion of 
ariſtocracy, challenged M. arte of the oppoſite 


party, to a duel, ard wounded him conſiderably. The 
Pariſians were ſo incenſed at M. Cazales for this flep, 
chat they ran to his houſe, and would have probably 
killed him if they had found him in it. His mother only 
was at home, whom they treated with reſpeQ; but they 
threw: his furniture into the ſtreet, as well as a collec- 
tion of rich pictures, and- lat fire to the whole. M. 
Barnave recovered, but till that event was fully an- 


nounced, his agrees was aire in to Fes his ga 
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3 COMMERCIAL TRIBUNALS. nee, 
— $i excellent inſtitutions ſor avoiding ex. 


penſive and tedious law. proceſſes, the aſſembly, in this 

year, directed tribunals to be formed in every city for 

taking cogniſance of all e —_ to either mari- 

time or inland trade... 

his tribunal was my compoſed of five ks the 

concurrence of three of whom in opinion was requiredy 
to give validity to their ſentence, 1 


Thoſe commercial judges were to be af 5 bal. 5 


ot, i in an aſſembly of «he bankers, merchants, traders, 


- manufaQturers, captains and owners of ſhips, belonging 


to the city where the tribunal was to be eſtabliſhed. 
No perſon was to be eligible to this office who was 
not thirty years of age, and who. had not reſided and car- 


. 
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gel on trade. at leaſt five years in the ci ene, 
commercial tribunal ſhould be eetted · BY 

The preſident was required to 5 be china year — 
. and to e carried on trade for ten years. . 


The pages ok the Sos We hiſtory ins ths laſt 
year are conſiderably ſtained with blood in fanatic riots 


| and maſſacres, which the diſappointed and enraged | 42 


prieſthood had occaſioned on account of the eccleſiaſti- 
4 reform. The ſcattered ſparks of religious and civil 
diſcord at Nifmes, had been colle tied and fanned into a 
flame at Uzes. Daggers were put into the hands of a 
frantic multitude, under the plea of defending their God 
and their religious rights. Several perſons, who ſtood 
| forward only to recommend obedience to the national 
decrees, were butchered on the 0G in Sou of the cog 
of the magiſtrates. _ 

At Montauban, in the month of May, 8 mogi- 
ſtracy was, in obedience to the decrees of the national 
aſſembly, taking an inventory of the effeQs of Hy pl | 
| preſſed convents, the biſhop of the dioceſe cauſed a 
number of ſeditious papers, and particularly a circula- 
tory letter, to be diſtributed on the ſpot, exhorting all 

who profeſſed Chriſtianity, and abhorred atheiſm, to de- 
| fend the doors of religious houſes from admitting un. 
hallowed feet to enter. Above five hundred wretched 
* * principally women, flew to the poſt aſſigned them: 
and, after a ſolemn maſs to ſanttify their proceedings, 
they not only did effeQuually keep the commiſſionert out - 
of theſe places, but they attacked, like furies, all who 
did not take part with them: five officers of the national 
Mile and APY 0006 FIN, known 10 be proteſtants, 
were 


* 
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vere put to death hf the moſt wanton'ind cthel mantet, 
and the aber town kept in awe and terror for blen 
days. National dragoohs were colletted, and excfed 
themſelves id quell thoſe riots, bitt werE'6verpovered 
by numbers ; and fifty of their corps, who were ſuf. 
peRted' of irreligion or patriotiſm, Vere ſtrippett to their 
 thirts/ and led naked to the 1 gate of 'the cathedral, in or. 
der to be compelled there to make che amende hono- 
rable, that is to ſay, to abjure their reaſon and their vir. | 
tue; but they were nel by the regiment of Langue- 
doc, who; allifted by the Givi officers, foon put a floß 
0 che farther progteſs of enthufiaſtic de, = 
Mloſt of thefe diforders were occafioned by the baker 
ürts of deſigning churchmen, 'who worked upon the 
minds of the ignorant and the fuperfiitious, covering 
under the cloak of religion their ſelfiſh machinations. 
Jubilees and external acts of piety were blended with | 
theſe” proceedigs; and bimobe, who had not for per- 
| tmed one perſon in their 
dioeeſes, were now Rally to confer. that epiſcopal 570 
fing on evety body who wiſhed to receive it. At this 
time the clergy were nevertheleſs treated with regard by 
the legiffature, which gave penflons to all who' refuled to 
take the bath. Theſe penſions were paid in advance, 
% weir” i de ſalaries of the ers, 5 25 ; and in 


de revenues 0b vacant ſees 100 b Bete F ces nt ap- 
: pliech w the purpoſe of forming à fund for the relief of 
infirm and ſuperannuated reQors and curates. _ 
Reſidence in each church living was, to be ſure, fi 
gay nfo ON no INE being allowed to abſent 17 


3 


54 
ſelf tom his ſee for more than a month, except in caſes 
ol indiſpenſible neceſſity, which the direQtors of the diſ- 
rifl ſh6ul {be tonvinced of theproptiety of acquieſcing | 
in; nor was any rektor or curate indulged in a longer 

abſence from duty than the like term, unleſs for very 
| weighty reaſons, A of bee gd biſhops and 
 fochial committees; 1 | | 

Oreat diſturbances bigke'out ut Ay oak of Lo 
ih month of September. For many nights in ſucceſ! 
ſion the ſtage was made a fort of arena, where the 
pitched battles between the ariſtocratic and democratic 
parts of the audience were fought. \ The quarrel began 
from the immoderate applauſe given by the former to 


rrxbfeh \$xv0iumion. 


certain paſſages in the plays or operas which favoured | . 


their wiſhes and deſigns, and it ended in the proprietors 
promiſing to adopt and bring forward to public exhib. 
lion ſeveral pieces which warmly breathed the ſpirit of 
| liberty. CARL EGS IX. was got up with alterations and 
emendationi, and performed with confiderable applauſe, 

and the players publiſhed a declaration, in which they 
expreſſed great uneaſineſs at «the reports circulated to 
their JO; e, deine Aber len to 3 


country; they Promiled to: ſacrifice their insel 4s 
their duty and the gencral good. From that time the 
theattes were more frequented as ever, although the | 
number of chem and other places of public "amuſement 
reaſed continivally.”  Compaition, ever the” ſpur is 
genius and induſtry, has produced math public enter 
tainment in ee e znetlt rler ſuee ed. 
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| F tance during the. eighteen months it had been aſſem. 
bled, they will appear little Jeſs than, Herculean. The 
| Nemean lion could not be more terrific, or more ſlrong 
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5 = reviewing the labours of the national aſſembiy of 


„„ „„ „ 


than the ty ranny of France, nor any hydra more dread- 
ful than the wide ſpread corruption of the. Gallic court, 


The revolutionary Hercules has had more ſerpents em. £5 
ployed to deſtroy him in his cradle than were ſent againſt 
the young Thebean. After this aſſimilation of toil and 
danger, the hiſtorian and lover of liberty is not defiroug 
of further extending the compariſon of fate. No de. 
janira ! no fatal miſtake ! but, wedded to fair free. 
dom, may this offspring of ihe gods, HabeJike, 9 * 


ever, promiſing, ever gay!!! 
Among the more important alls . . by 


| this, aſſembly, may be | recited. the abdication of lettres 
de cach&t—the promulgation of the rights of man—the 
_ extinftion of privilege or orders—the abolition of tithes 
_ and, reſumption of eccleſiaſtical revenues—the demoli- 


tion of feudality—the retrenching the penſion liſt—the 
new diviſion of the country the deciding on the right 


ol declaring war and making peace to be veſted in the 


nation he  deftruion of monopoly—the ſuppreſſion 
of titles and armorial bearings ; ; work enough apparently 
for, half a century, without mentioning, the, progrels 
already made in the conftitution, and the reforms effecl. 
ed in the civil, military, and naval departments. Many 
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de leihe to be debated on; to give ſtability tothe 
great wörk of the revolution. -The ſettlement of the 
trials 5) J jury the final regulation of the taxes the 
penal 5 80 to be completed the jaw of reſponſibiſity 
to be laid down — the militia bill, and the connection 
between the military and civil power tobe preſeribed -- 
the due extent and boundaries of the legiſlative and ex- 
_ echtive authorities to be defined—the management of 
the national treaſury—the repreſſion of beggary and vat 
gane but above all, for its importance, ſuch a e 
TEM ' 67 \pvBLIE £DUcarrons as'ſhould form a grow: | 
ing ac itperiſhable July rk Re” Bow. TWIT liber. 
ties of the empire, CO LAS 
The firſt object in the new year whith eb orte the 
aſſembly's attention of anxiety, was the king's delaying . 
to ſanction the decree lately paſſed for enjoining a civic 
oath to be taken by the clergy, and on their refuſing to 
amn depriving them of their livings or other prefer. 
The king was reminded by a meſſage, of the 
inert condition of the decree for want of the royal ſig- 
nature; To this meſſage he returned for anſwer, that he 
had hoped no doubt would have been entertained'of the 
ſincerity of his profeſſions of attachment to the conſti. 
tution; but that his reſpett for religion, and his wiſh to 
ſee that conſtitution eſtabliſhed without tumult, had 
| prompted him to exert double vigilance to preſerve 
tranquillity,” He begged the aſſembly to place a reliance 
in him, and-to remember that when he accepted the de. 
cree on the ciyil eſtabliſhment of the clergy, he pro- 
miſed to take the proper ſteps o ſecure its full and en. 
tire execution; he only wiſhed to purſue (het mildeſt u 
n means * the deere. 
; 4 A 1 . This | 
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This FRY not. being atisfaſtory, _ affewblyce 
ſolved that the. preſident Ahauld, again wait upon the 
king, and requeſt his majeſty, to.giyean explicit anſyer, 
end in ſo legal a ſorm as might, determine, - whether a 
decree, which, had been already cgecuted io differen 
patis of the Tea or ys Dot! 22 looked upon 
wy” + call The y fi! tt * ban 0 3 4110 55 
Here was, chen a bey cahſe of, milynderfiapding be. 
: nt he king! and the allembly, or, more Prapenly, the 
people, for the diſcontent ont of doors was uncom. 
monly great The intrigues of the elergy ipſpjred more 

apprehenfions among hs patriots than thoſe of COA | 
2 even had done. eee 201 To 751 

The king, who peyer ſincgrely cheriſhed tha confti- 
tution he had ſworn to eſpouſe, had, often; waited for a 
ſummons or impulſion like this, which, he neither willing: 
ly complied with, nor courageouſiy reliſted, Ie offer, | 


ed ney. excuſes and reaſons for the delay, ſaying, he 


had hoped that the prudential, motives afligned would 
haye been, perfeRly. underſtood; but as doubis had 
ariſen reſpefling his intentions, which, were in vo ſont 
_ warranted by the known integrity, of his charaGer, his 

confidence in the aſſembly: no prompted him no longer 
to wirbhald his aſſent. The, decree, wag. therefore. rati: 
fied ; but it was done too late io prevent great.ſuſpicions 
falling on his intentions, and great opprobrium on his 
office, As be always perſurmed tbeſe a&s 7 710 
graces ſo he neyer phjained Wain "or e. 5508 
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5 1 - The public ad Hon of Gand hed waited 


with * for the. my Tandon 19 the ä 
; © þ : 


. 


3 


8 en EVOLUTION. - 


that they: might perſorm. a ceremony which, ſhould; FO 


called the Friumph:.of, Reaſon;aud Virtuę over Prieſt» 
craft, and Fanaticiſm. The abbe Gregoire was the firſt 


that, took the Oath, but hefore he did ſo, he; made 3 


philoſophical-apd beautiful exordium. He. ſaid, it 


was to be confeſſed. that there were ſome clergymen of 


unſu ſpe ted patriotiſm and virtue, ho were alarmed 


with doubtg and fears ſo natural to. delicate conſcience, 


left the French conſtitution ſhould be found inco 
üble with, che catholic religion. He. abſerved,, how- 


ever, that it neyer was the intention of the afſembly. ta 


of men, that it was only 


tyrannize.over the conſcieneę 


meant, by the new civil conſtitution. of the klergy, to 
draw the political boundaries with more advantage to 


tha ſtate. Aſter urging. many points of this nature, 
M. Gregoire and forty o n 
gath, amidſt the agclamatic 


of Ag. enlightened majo· 


rity of the members and the. Mnanimous bleſſings of an 
immenſe. concourſe, of peoples who; crouded not, goly 


the galleries, but all che avenues leading to the houſe. 


The ſolloxing is the; copy, of, the civic oath, of «lf 


clergy l. [wear atientiyeſy to watch aver the people 


entruſted tq/my, Ot care. I ſwear to be faithful to 


ne nation, to, the laws; and to the King. I ſwear 222 
maintain, o the utmoſt of my power, the, | rench con. 
litution, and particularly the decrees, re ſpeftin * 
civil conſtitution, of. the. clergy.” R yet ent 
Several, members refuſed to ale the cath, on hich 


1 was degreed, that the n all clergymen mem 


bers of the aſſomb iy, who, ſhould. not have taken the 
ooch by one cl cl ie gert day, would become i2/0 


Fadlo, W 0M antes * 111 n 61 wir 15 FE 2 12 
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e of the clergy took the ; 
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toy of Autun in repea = ubſtituted 'the 
5 following words at the end in lieu of the original ones: 
As paſtor ef the church I ſwear that 1 will care. 
ſully watch over the faithful of the pariſi entruſted to 
my care —and as a chriſtian, firmly attached to the ca. 
folie Faith, I declare that in whatever concerns the pi. 
rina government / "the church, T athnowledge 10 com. 
petent auth rity fave" that of ble koly fer und f the 
biſhop 5,9 CCCCCCCCCC noni 3nd tano1t 20 fl 
"The latter part 6f che declaration” produced” many 
mut üs in the aſſenbly. VVV 
Tue rev. M. Dillon obſerved, that it was Shi" 
_ citizens, and not as ene, that the members were 
| ealled upon to nh laniilog wh amb 
Many other clerical members alenksw upon tak 8 
the oath'with mental reſervations of one kind or other, 
but they were given to underſtand, that ſueb a 3 
ing could be regarded only aa ud 
_ Sunday the ninth" of January Was uppolticed for the 
clergy of the metropolis to take the civie bath. The 
majority did take it, but a conſiderable number not only 
refuſed ſo to do, but even preached againſt it from 
their pulpits. Among this numbet was the reftor of 
St. Sulpice, the richeſt living i in Europe, being three 
thouſand pounds ſterling a year. The churches on 
that day exhibited frighiſul ſcenes of tumult and con- 
fuſion. The paſtor of chat rich rectory, inſtead of 
dirretbily anfwering the municipal officers whether he 
would take che oath or not, aſoended the pulpit and 
made a ſermon-like barungue full of "eontumacious 
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ou vill take the, civic oath.” The perfo de On 
this occaſion by the magiſtragy advanced nearer. che 
pulpit, and the preacher condeiving it as a menace, 
eee Father forgive ibem For they know not 
what they do This exclamation irritated. a part of the | 
people, and che other ſiding, with che prieſt, a bloody 
conteſt was expected every moment to enſue. The rektor 
vas pulled out of the pulpit, on vhich one of the members 
ol the municipality inſtantly got into it, and by a well timed 
addreſs prevented the miſchief. He deprecated the horror 
and example of one part of a pariſh warring wich the other 
on a ſubjett concerning which the law was ſo clear 
6 Citizens, (ſaid he) the decree. does not compel this 
man to take the civic oath ;—t 
itz he has forfeited. the living committed to 1 is cares he 
is no longer your paſtor; and you will be called upon | 
to cleft another in ** beer, Rae wo thy: of hn 
fiene. bun & # {au 45 ee Jorb. Mb bis 
Theſe 5 en „ in wa name. of the 


law, calmed the tumult, and et the people back 0 
reaſon; mayor . > 2 


Of ſixty, mr of Pn” way in 1 ee 
ook the oath, and OT epd it at ms em 
of their ne FE 
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A FERMENT IN „ | 15 
Paſſports it was known had been ſigned 5 the kings | 

two aunts, Madame ViRoire and Madame Adelaide, to 

make what was called a pilgrimage to Rome, and it was 

rumoured chat the: count n eee on Provence 


” 
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A ute ſonabie hour in the king's tables, and finally, 
in was ſuſpetted that che king bithſef would ſhoniy 
yield 0 the advice of thoſe about bim; and withdrw 
wich hisfamily. * Whether che king v ho could not but 
kao that theſe fuſpieions were entertained'by the peo 
ple was willing to try how far they would'thterfere in 
his removing from Parts to one of bis eountry ſeats; 
cannot be"afcertajried, bet certain it is, that he did 
| e fer ont for 8. Chad, and was Ropped ere 
yroceeder S mou from the barrier 


ideoe hom 20 & , Mn omman e na: - 
"guards, and who was willing to allow the king to 
protect but the ſoldiers diſregarding his orders, inſiſted 


upon impeding his majeſty's journey to St. Cloud, which 
they declared/ was only a Heint the better to enable 


 himto/withdraw/from France, join its external enemies 


and at once ſcourge it with invaſion and civil war. 
They carried him back to bis Fa e generals 
as might'be expeRed, reſigned. - (5362 

Before the king made this trial, ns; he | had 
been told that the aſſembiy were about to enquire into 
the ligt of his aunts, and that probably their penſions 
vVould be diſcontinued. He . _ _ 
to write the ng ee; . 


4 * 1 Ganrhanany,.. HM 214 RR: EPS 
1 + Having heard that till, 4 baude 
"io conſtitutiona}/ committee. u queſtion reſpefling the 
departure of my aunts, I feel it my duty to acquaint 
| the houſe, that I was informed this morning of their bav- 
ing ſet out at ten o block laſt nigbt. — 


4 


4 
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that they. could not be deprived of that liberty; which 

is the right of every individual 20 go where he pleaſes, | 

1 did not think that I ought, or could have oppoſed 8 
any. obſtacle to their departure, though ſuch a ſepata · | 

tion affefls f me with the utmoſt uncalineſs and regret.” 


JJC Lov 16.“ 
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This letter, and the ſubſet i to ws it 5 in) occa- 5 
fioned a conſiderable debate in the afſembly how far it 
might be politic or Juſt t to reſtrain the branches of the 
royal family from quitting the Kingdom. It occaſioned 
the legillature to pals the following decree; — 

The king, who is the firſt ſetvant of the public, 
ought to reſide near the national aſſembly, when that 
body is ſitting ; but when it is not firings he may reſide 
in any part of the kingdom.” 

Should the king leave bs 1 and mould bes 
aftef a proclamation iſſued by the legiſlative body, in- 
viting lüm to return, refuſe ſo to do, he ſhould in that 
caſe be conſidered as | baving abdicated the government 
and his royalty.” i 

One ht nad infondted 2 carried, 65 we 
purpoſe of giving a definitive meaning to the words 
which ſaid '* that the king ſhould be bound to reſide 

tear (he national aſſembly.” The amendment was, 
chat he ſhould refide either on the ſpot where the aſſem- 
bly ſhould be fitting, or within twenty leagues round. it. 
The committee of conſtitution was alſo ordered to 
make a report on the caſe of a regency; ; it was made by 
M. Thoutet. © 

The moſt important of all pablie fundions,* ſaid 
he, © ate thoſe of the ſupreme magiſlrate — an office de- 

Vor. . 1» * | legated. | 


— 2 ˙ m NE— CS 


— tg GH» AR nr 64ers 3 - ».- Tag is — + ens — 
1 —— ER ITT A ˙ „44 n p wn * 4 ay — © 


Mer 4% 


. - —_ 
ER 


. : 


554 SKETCH OF THE 
CITY OT a5. 1 * 


legated by the e ee under the auguſt tile 0 of 
 KoYatTy. This is no longer a patrimonial, but a con- 
 flitutional right, attributed to the heirs male of a priyi- 
leged family, according to the order of | primogeniture, 
This is the ni of the nation, not of KINGS; it is 
inſtituted for the tRANQUILLITY and naPPiNgss of 
the pzOrLe, not for the vRIVATE ADVANTAGE of the 
MAN to whom it is DELEGATED. 

lt may be ſometimes neceſſary to intruſt this i im» 
portant office to other perſons, - A minor king i is, from 
his imbecility and ignorance, incapable of holding and 
_ direfting the reihs of government : weak and unexperi- 
enced hands are but ill adapted to wield the ſceptre of 
a vaſt empire. The adminiſtration muſt, therefore, for 
a time be committed to others; and thoſe temporary 
functions ſhould be regulated by the ſame: principles as 
have been laid down in curing the rights and the duties 
6f the ſupreme magiſtracy.” Ile then entered into a 
bricf expoſition of thoſe principles; ; and ſtated the ſen- 
timents of the committee on the ſubject. | 


* j 


M. de Mirabeau, whoſe” bad ſtate of health had for 


a days put it out of his power to prepare for ſo 
weighty a diſcuſſion, moved for its adjournment. 8 
This motion was ſeconded by M. Cazales, whgurged 
the example of the Britiſh parliament, which, upon a 
fimilar occaſion, had ad journed a conſlitutional queſtion 
. during the illneſs of Mr. Fo © ©; | 
This motion being ſeconded by M. Cortes a rank | 
"courtier), gave riſe to new ſuſpicions on Mirabeau: 
the latter never did ſpeak, however, on the ſubjett, for 
he died three days after, and the ſeveral contingencies. 


of ; a regency were provided for by the legillature. 
THY 
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THE JACOBIN. runs. | 


A 1 bad for ſome time been eſtabliſhed under the : 
name of The Friends of the Revolution ; but, from the 
circumſtance of their meetings being held i in the hall of 
an old monaſtery or convent inhabited by Jacobins Do: 
fore the ſuppreſſion of thoſe. religious houſes, they were, 

denominated hy the public the Zacobin Club, This i is 
the ſociety ſo famous on record, ſo formidable in its in- 
fluence, Its name will never be, forgotten—its eſfe ds 
vil ever be remembered. Its riſe, like chat of a comet, 
was ſcarcely diſcerned, but its progreſs was almoſt as tre 
mendous ; its matter, ſimilar io that of a eomet, no lon ger | 
viſible, is diſſipated, but not annihilated, It may admit 
of another compariſon ; ;—the concentrated and fiery opi- 
nions of the men compoſing this club, may have pro- 
duced in the moral ſyſtem, perhaps what a comet is ſup- 
poſed to do in the phy ſical, at once e and Pu. 
ni cation. 85 b 
Like all other violent eruptions of nature or art, 
which exhauſt themſelyes by the aktivity of their ſeveral 
parts, this famous ſociety appears to bave deſtroyed 
itſelf by. an over exertion of its own power. | 
It derived conſiderable importance in the eyes of 
France when it was found to be compoſed moſtly of mem- 
bers of the national aſſembly and eleQors. It profeſſed 
10 watch the progreſs of the revolution, and particularly” 

to eye the manceuvrth of the nanJuring clergy and 0 
ders from the aſſembly. _ 
A counter-reyolution had been at Aer ee of: 
in the aſſembly as an idea not to be ſcoffed at, but as de- 
ſerying the caution of its patriotic members, Nas ae, 
4 B 4 
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howeyer, a frequent topic before the club of [acobing, 
The proteſt of the German princes on the eccleſiaſtical 
decrees, the intrigues of the powerful part of the clergy 
who had refuſed to take the ciyic oath, the journey of 
the king's two aunts to'Rome, added to the ſuperſtition 
which was known to inhabit the mind of the ki g him. 
ſelf, altogether gave a real. conſiſtency 1 to ſuc appre- 
benſions. 

The governors 95 Huninguen and New Bri 
two keys of Alſace, were atually charged with 
treaſon before the di lomatic and military committees, 
The principal ground of the accuſation was, that theſe 
two officers kept up a direct correſpondence with the 
court of Vienna, and the German princes on the banks 
of the Rhine, the objett of which was to put the em- 

eror, or ſuch of Party princes as he ſhould name, in 
poſſeſſion of thoſe two important fortreſſes, and thus 
render the entrance of an Auſtrian army into that pro- | 
vince a matter of eaſe inſtead of difficulty and hazard, 

This buſineſs aſſumed the more ſerious aſped, aca. 
xeport of the defenceleſs ſtate of the ſouthern and eaſt, 
ern frontiers had juſt been made to the aſſembly. This 
club correſponded with patriots of known zeal in every. 
part of France; and it was through its aQtive influence 
that an army of a hundred thouſand men, were WS 5 
be ready to be called out at a moment's warning. 
came alſo to a reſolutjon, that the military committee. | 
ſhould be requeſted to propoſe to the national aſſem- 
- bly, within eight days at fartheſt, ways and means for 


accelerating and multiply ing the manufaQtures of arms, 
and deliyering them io ſuch of the national 5 5 as 


baking e — 40 ta 30 I 


the 
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It was farther reſolved by the ſame club, that a meſ- 7 
ſage ſhould be ſent to the miniſter of the war departmei t, Ny 
to deſire that he would give in an inventory of all the 
ordnance in every arſenal in the kingdom; and that j 
qrders ſhould be immediately iſſued for a general in- ; | 7 

ſpettion, ihat it might be known whether any part of the 1 
artillery had been ſpiked, or otherwjſe rendered un- wb 
ſerviceable during the eee of count de in Van, | [le | 
du Pin. | 1 T9. 

Theſe ſteps Shs pretty 4 that 5 hah. 15 = 
tion was, even in the opinion of its beſt friends, threat- = 
ened with danger from without, as well as that which 9 
aroſe from the ee of the OO and nobles bh | "= 
home. 

The letters of: „ were 1 . in 
the ſociety before the debates commenced; the members | 11 
of the aſſembly preſent had, therefore, an opportunity of I 
learning ſuch particulars of what was going forward in | | . 
the proyinces, as unſaithful miniſters might be diſpoſed = 
tq conceal fram the legiſlature, Theſe letters were NO: 9 
ed by the names of the writers, for no ns es ones 4 
vere read. JJ pv 5 ö | 

A yery myſterious occurrence tog biene 10 
this time, which, like many others ſueceeded by more. 
Important ones, are either wholly forgotten, or never , LA 
fully developed. A number of perſons entered the pa- — | U 
lace of the Thuilleries one Sunday eyening, and as they | 
_ were all remarkably u tall men, they had attratted the no- 
tice of the centinels poſted at the entrance of the chateau, 
who communicated their (Miſes to the officer. It was 
known yithin the palace u that the curioſity of the centi- 
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nels and officer on guard was awakened, and the latter 
thought it prudent to aſcend the great ſtair-caſe and en. 
deavour to diſcover what could be doing. Before he 
| had mounted to the top of the ſecond ſlight of ſteps, one 
of the perſons dropt a dagger from under his coat, and 


in his confuſion in picking it up, he expoſed, contrary 


to his deſign, his croſs of the order of St. Louis. The 
palace was immediately alarmed ; lights were brought, 
and the king came forward and affected to be, or was, 

greatly ſurpriſed to ſee ſixteen or eighteen powerful ö 
looking men, without any uniform, ſtanding i in the outer 


| aparinicht. What can you want, gentlemen,” ſays 
he, “ in the ne armed, as 1 underſtand you are?” 


6 We are come,” ſaid one of them, i to protect your 


life, underſtanding the ariſt6crats had 'menaced it be- 


caufe you reſolved to accept the conſtitution.” The 
king replied to this, “ I am not afraid of my life, and 
therefore do not ſtand in need of your protection; but if 
you wiſh to ſhew your regard to the conſtitution, put 
on the uniform of che national guard, and do duty with 
your fellow citizens: in that you will oblige and ſerve 

me.” „We will obey your majeſty's commands,“ ſaid 


the ſpokeſman,” and briſkly retired with the reſt down. 
the main ſtair. caſe. The officer of the Pariſian guard 
allowed them all to eſcape in this manner; nor 


was it till he had communicated the circumſtance to 
other officers in the guard room that he reproached 
himſelf for not having preſence of mind to alarm all the 


centinels, fo as that theſe 4 YT have been * 


mw and interrogated.” 
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nion NATIONAL TRIBUNAL- 3 


A court of criminal Juſtice, For. the trial of eien 
committed againſt the ſtate as now decreed. It was 


to be compoſed of a landing] juyy, choſen by the differ- 
2 depariments at the time of the general election for 

deputies to "the. national aſſembly, and to be. diſſolved 
with, that body. Five judges 1 were to ſit at a time in this 


high c court, and apply. the law. to the Talis on which the 


n ſuch as ſhould be brought and proſecuted by the 
national aſſembly itſelf, were io be tried in thjs court, 


lt was to meet only 1 when. ſuch, accuſations ſhould be 


brought ; ; then it was to meet in ma city as the aſſem- 


bly ſhould a appoint within, lo. many leagues of an in 


which the legiſlature ſhould hold its ſeſſons. 
To a decree for impeaching any perſon or 3 at 
the bar of this high court, the royal aſſent was not to he 
neceſſary. The, legilative body, was to be at liberty, 
before impeachment aktually decreed, to hear the de · 
fence of perſons whom i it ſhould be about to impeach, 


but not to be under any neceſſity of taking vn ia | 


writing the evidence which they might adduce. 
This court, however, was to precede a mare 88 
nent one, to be called a ſupreme court of judicature, It 


was to be held at Orleans, All: perſons. accuſed: of | 


treaſon in different p priſons, either at Paris or elſewheres 
in conſequence of ſuch charges, were to be ene 
removed wich due ee 10 Pony ps trial... 


ury were alone to. pronounce. No other acculations 
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EAT or Mols. MIRABEAU.. | . 
+ The aſſembly alter much debate had dwg diſpoled 


attention to another (beg. 1 


4 * 


J riſe;“ ſaid he, leine 2 emotion was . 


marked on his countenarice) ! I riſe to diſcharge a moll 
n melancholy duty, in announcing to you the loſs we have 
ſuſlained in the prematute death of the elder Mirabeau, 
He died this morning at half paſt eight o'clock. ] will 
not recall to your recollettion the teſtimonies which you 


bave fo often borne to his great talents; his title to our 
regret; and to the tears which we ſhed Upon his tomb 


reſt upon ſomething of a higher nature than talents,” | 
M. Bxunexe ſaid; * Mirabeau, then, is dead! 


The important ſervices which he has done to his coun. 


try and to mankind,” are well known. His death is 
every where lamented as a public Toſs. Wilk not, then, 
the national aſſembly expreſs Its grief on the occaſion 

in a ſolemn manner ? It is not on the brink of his grave 
hat 1 wiſh to elaim for him any vain or empty marks of 

_ diſtinQion; © To poſterity it will belong to aſſign to him 
in the liſt of fame, the place that he deſerves : Be it the 


talk of his colleagues to record their ſorrow i in the au- 


_ qlientic monument of their proceedings. I move, that 


in the minutes of this melancholy day's proceedings, 
mention be made of the concern which the aſſembly 


feels for the lols of this great man, and that ſome of Us 


members be deputed to attend his funeral.” 
Upon this the 'members with one voice cried out, 
6 We will ALT attend i bs,” 


# Wy 


11 
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1 ſhould be obſerved, that the day before the death 
olf Mirabeau, a very important queſtion was debated in 
the aſſembly. It reſpefted the laws of primogenitures 
of ſucceſſion, and inheritance. This great legiſlator 
expreſſed much hourly regret that he was unable to at- 
tend his duty on ſuch an oecaſion, even a profound ; 
perſpiration did not prevent him from fitting up in his 
| bed, ſuſtained by two perſons, to emit his opinion upon 
ſo important a law, This opinion was known to be in 
the hands of the new biſhop of Autun, at the time the 
account of. Mirabeau 's death was communicated to the 
aſſembly. A member made a motion that the biſhop | 
might be deſired t to read it, which he did, and the eyes 
of all the repreſentatives and of thoſe of the tribunes, 
were direfted towards the prelate 1 while he read it. He 
began as follows: 
vent yelterday to Monlſ. Fee 5 und 
both in che houſe. and in the court yard a great con- 
courſe of people; grief was viſible in every face, except 
in that of the great man whoſe approaching loſs billed 
every. heart with ſorrow... Though death appeared to 
him inevitable, he was perfe&tly calm and ſerene. He 
told me that on one. account he could have wiſhed that 


bis illneſs had commenced. ſome few days later, that he 


might have had an opportunity of delivering in perſon 
the thoughts which had occurred to him on the ſubje& of 
inheritance : but as wiſhes, on this head were of no ayail, 
he requeſted, in the.name of the friendſhip by which we. 
were united, that 1 would read to the repreſentatives of 
the nation, the arguments which he had prepared for 


the occaſion, and which he had thrown upon paper; 
You £8. va He 


FT 


upon What rhight have appetrtd 4 wab. 
in this great orator, his laſt thoughts and his laſt efforts 


Here of opinion, that it would 


66% en er 


He had fxed his attention upon the hole bt tie voll, 9 


of this aſſembly; and it may be truly laid, that at the 
awful moment when death was faſt advancing upon li, | 
he was a public not a private man,” oO 
The biſhop then read this laſt legacy of N. Min. 
beau to his cguntry, and the eg. Gnanhtouſly Wit 
ed that it ſh6uld be printed. | 
11 appeared from this ſpeech hat 'M. Mirabelu did 


fit wiſh wholly to take away from fathers, mothers, 


; Standfathers or grandmothers,” the power of willing 
away their property ; but he would have it confined to 


lie tenih part: ſo that over nine-tenths of it, they ſhould 


have no diſpoſing power whatever ; theſe 'nine-tenths 
ce ſcending according to eſtabliſhed rules of inheritance; 


hat the anceſtor being left at full Pye io > diſpoſe by 


bi of the other tenth, _ Et 
Whatever fafpicion bad edt! formed at one 


| Pede, 
ver ng diſpoſition 


being without cofttradiktion; devoted” to the ſervice of 
his country, eve y patriot ſympathized in ſo great a lol. 
Paris, the next day after his death, petitioned the af. 
fembly for a monument or ſome other token of publie 
eſteem to be conſectated to his memory. A commmte 


Vas ordered to take the requeſt into ĩmmediate conſider- 


ation. The chairman of the committee in a ſhort time 
zpeared at the bar and ſaid, that, The committee 
he an additional honour 
to the memory of that great man whom they had Jult 
15ſt, if the national aſſembly were to vote a public mo- 
nument to all the great eg who ſtiould have deſerved 
a well 
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well of their, country. In the preſent inſtance one dif- 
ficulty had occurred : M. Mirabeau had, i in his laſt wil 
expreſſed; a wiſh. that. ke might be buried at his country 
ſeat at, Argenteuil. But the committee thought i it would | 
not be diſreſpe&ful to his memory, if they were to oyer- 
lock a wiſh formed at a time when he did not foreſee the 
honoyrs which his country intended: to beſtow upon his 
remains. The committee therefore reſolved that, as he 
confidered himſelf, as belonging not to himſelf, but to 
the public, ſo his remains ſhould'be' at the diſpoſal of 
his country. The different reſolutions contained i in 5 
report of the committee, were as follow: 
WM That the new church of St. 5 be del 
tined to receive the aſhes of great men who have died 
| ſince, the æra of; French liberty, with an exception in 
favour. of ſuch great men who died before that rg, 
as the legiſlati ve aſſembly ſhall deem and e vor 
thy of that honour... > 
42. That to the Jecidaiive * it « ſhall exch 
ſively belong to decide who are to be conſidered as x uk 
great men entitled to the hong of a public monument 
in this church. | 
. , £08t Howorivs Rrquarr: Minanzav be | 
ned worthy of this honour. 
4. That for the future, the mae aſſembly ſar 
Fo. time being, be not at liberty to. decree the ſame ho- 
nour to any of its members; and that it be competent 
only to the legiſlative aſſembly next ſueceeding that of 
which the perſon deemed worthy of W l a 
member, to adjudge it ta him.. 
9: "That the honour of a manument in he ey 
40 16 e ; 
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under arms. „„ 


A of 8 Cenevieye be judged to the names of 


VoLTairg and RoUSsEA U. 
00 6. That the directors of the eee bf Paris be 
authorized and directed to get the ſaid church hniſhed 


as ſoon as poſſible, and made ready to receive the aſhes 
of ſuch great men as their country may judge worthy of 


public teſtimonies of regret ; and honour ; and that over 
the great gate | the following words be Po: 


. « AUX CRANDS&/HOMMES, 1 
LA PATRIE RECONNOISANTE. 


$ „ 


1 that this magnificent pile was erte 
by a grateful N to 115 . on ” W 
£13 yt 
e That va] the ſaid ot tall be We to re- 
ceive the aſhes of the dead, the body of Hox ors 
Rigverr! Mix ABE AU be depoſited in the old church 
of St. e in Aa n vauls 5 he remains of 
Deſcartes,” e e 
All theſe cba were © unanimouſly adopied and 
eee by the nn, 1 e 


| , \ FUNERAL o MIRABEAU-, 


The funeral of this great man, exhibited a ahh at 
once awful, affe&ing, and magnificent. 
The proceſſion ſat out at five o'clock. 1 evening, 


and paſſed along to the pariſh church of St. Euſlache, 


_ where the body was placed in the — Wards the ſu- 


-neral ſervice performed: 2 fl 


- Upwards of thirty thouſand : ankle 0. in the 
proceſſion, oſ whom ten thouſand were national guards 


55 5 
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Tube national aſſembly attended 10 a body, as did all 
45 different municipalities, both of the diſtrict and 
department of Paris, and all che clubs of the capital. obs 

The king's miniſters walked as member of whe how 
famous ctub of Jacobins. VF 
The body, Which was carried alternately by 


7 members 
of the national aſſembly and by the national guards, was 
preceded by the bands of all the battalions of the capital, 
playing ſometimes a dead march, at others executing ſome 
of thoſe fine. pieces compoſed for another melancholy 
occaſion, when the national guards paid funeral and mi- 
litary honours in the Champ de Mars; or Champ de 
11 Federation, to the memory of their fellow: ERizens 
who had fallen at Nancy. _—_© 
No twithſtanding the immenſe cbt of Oe 
who were ſpeftators of a proceſſion of thirty thouſand 
perſons, an awful filence was Obſerved, and ſcarce a 

ſound was to > be heard, "except Than of the” mulleal in, 
ſtruments. | wee e 

When the funeral ſervice was ht, the national 
guards, drawn up in the body of the pariſh' chutch, 
fired one round. They intended to have fired three, 
but were prevented by the conſequences produced by 
their firſt volley. The effect which the diſcharge of 
hve thouſand muſkets at once, ina place where the: air 
vas ſo confined, was ſuch, that the roof ſhook, the 
glaſs in many of the windows was ſhattered to pieces; 
and ſome of the carved work of the ſtone pillars being 
broken off by the concuſſion of the air, felt Wan and 
dangerouſly wounded a gretiadier, 

After this diſcharge, the "proceſſion ſetting but from 

85 Euſlache 1 to the old church 1 St. 2 Which 
it 
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it did not th; fore; ten o'clock. at ls the body 
yas there depoſited, until the new church of St, Gene - 
vieye, ſince Farley the een Tow! d be Tad to re- 

ceiye it. F 
| Whenever occurrences of a temparany nature = the 
former were diſpoſed: of, the aſſembly returned to the 
grand object of its labours u CONSTITUTION... 0 
was pretty far advanced towards a completion; and j Fi 
was hoped that by the enſuing 44th of July, a yew 
legiſlature would bave to countenance the celebration 
ok that annual feſtival. An event, however, to be 

ſpoken of hereaſter, though, not calculated upon, occur. 

red, and prevented ſuch, a deſire from being gratified, 
Miniſters, like certain conſtitutions. which undergo 
a total change in hotter. climates, ſeldom. anſwer the flat- 
tering expettations of the publio. Accuſtomed to baſk 
in the ſunſhine of royalty, and. encircled by the zone of 
a fourh; they are.chilled by a more temperate air; they 
fly. f rom popular breath as from a nipping froſt,. _ The 
king himſelf had a game to play. which. required fineſſe— 
how could A miniſter, dete e, fonds ſincere bd 
remain in place. „ 

A great ſuſpicion, was ing far and vide that a 
part of the miniſtry were ſecretly. intriguing. with bs 
German princes, particularly with the reigning d duke o 
Deux Pons, io provoke aſſembling a diet of the empires 
lo as that a, reſolution. might be taken to invade Alſace 
and. Lorraine while in their defenceleſs ſtate, and by 
ſych a, meaſure it was expeRed to render the aſſembly 
more tra&able to the will of the court. In, proportion 
_ 39 the conſtitution approximazed its conſ eee 


underhand communications are, _ 


f 
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Tbe affembly, well appriſed of all this, (Ugh it 48- 
viſcable tö appeaſe, in me "degree, the apprehentons 


ol its conſtituents, and premoniſn miniſters of their dan- 


5 by makin the next article of their conſideration 


555 >” r Tot: 581 i 95 * 


titer; * Aist rang. 


„e debatiug thereon wich all che denbulbel we 
caſs required, the allexiibly cats 10 the Fling reſo: 
ſutions. TWIT 0517 is {f* ** N ; 
That no order from the blog, no ee 2 
council, mall Be catried into execution vithdut baving 
been previouſly! countetſigned by the minifter to whoſe 
department fuck exetution doh ö 
No order from the king whether fila or wy 
v0 reſolation of eouticif mall ſrebn from reſpoulbiliry 
the miniſter wH6 tall act under either. 
«The müflſterg Hal repcdker unt Aesü öf Heir ad. 
miniſtration a6 Often as they ſhat be required ſo ro dd 
by the legiſlative gn HT nes 4 : 
The miniſters ſhall be reſpoiiſible for all denn 
the ſafety” of "the" batte fi, and the conflitution of the 


kingdom; ICE. AY IA GAL 190 . 
For all attempts nen the pan ey or or o. 
perty of the ſubjett. ah 


For the expenditure of lob public money. 

„be puniſhment which ſhalt be inflifted' * ai 
niſters convifted of any of the above crimes,” of of 
{quandering or embez2ling of the public money, ſhall 
be aſcertained in the penal code to be enatted againſt 
miniſters offending againſt the laws. 2 

No minifter ſhall, either whilſt in office or out of 
office, be made the Tubjeat of a W for 

any , 


! 
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any oficial akt, unleſs the legiſlative W ſhall have 
previouliy decreed that there is erde for ee 
him. 3 

& Whenever the Jegillative rally. ſhall have de- 
creed, that there is ground for impeaching a miniſter, 
every citizen who ſhall have ſuffered any injury from the 


particular aft which the legiſlative aſſembly ſhall declare 


to be a ground ſor. impeachment, ſhall, be at liberty to 
bring a civil ation 8 him to recover cg, for 


denten. VVV 10 wma cf! 
1 But, every wel percent or. civil 015 


againſt a miniſter actual in office, ſhall be brought 


within the ſpace. of three 5455 if he preſides over the 


department of the nayy and the colonies, and of two 


years, if he is miniſter of any of the. other departments: 
A decree of the legiſlative: aſſembly, declaring 


that there. is ground for impeaching a miniſter actually 


in office, ſhall, in the frſt inſtange,, operate as ſuſpen- 


| ſion of all his miniſterial functions.“ of wo ret} 


As ſoon as all theſe artieles were decreed, M. Boveur 


moved the aſſembly to adopt the following one: 


« No miniſter, whether he ſhall have voluntarily re. 


ſigned his. office, or ſhall; have been diſmiſſed from it, 


ſhall be at liberty to withdraw from the place where the 
legiſlative aſſembly ſhall be then Fitting, until he ſhall | 
have e , up and delivered in his ac- 


counts. 1 
The next article which followed of courſe, was | 


Aut ORGANIZATION or THY MINISTRY. 


The buſineſs of the reſponbbility of miniſters having 


been ſenſed, the aſſembly next proceeded to * 
2 : f : : . 5 y # 


o obo and in vst am nn noch be appoi d. 1 
Aker a long debate it was de« eed, that S e 7 1 
4 The choice and;fionfination. of miniſters hall. Aon 1 
long zxcU SAU to the x hut the. number of 1 
them, and the demarcation of the limits of their reſpec⸗ 
tive FAY _ waved e , to the. legilla- _ 
tive aſſembly.“ hs i 1 At s CADA 
With reſpeft to GmikaberdHa alben there were 
two opinions; ſome wiſhed. that. it ſhould be limited to 
ſx, and others to five ; ,namelyz the keeper of the, great 
ſeal, or head of the department of the law and couris of 
juſlice; the miniſter for the home department; the mi | 
niſter for foreign affairs; the. miniſter at war; and tho 
naval miniſter. « om itlng) or as of zoif2l 6 
Some would. — bs 3 ſeparated. from -the 
department of the naval miniſter, and put under the ad- 1 
miniſtration of a diſtint winiſte r without any od nn .- 4m 


Wits tote 20 1 303 iti 53061; Ks 11 4 | 

Buss tough dhe allembly.adjourned the l 1 

of the number of miniſters, it decreed that there ſhould — fl 
not be a diſtin&, mini | N 


iter ſan the colonies, but that they — & / 
mould contipue in be department of the miniſter for the 8 
havy, The fungtious of each Wpibes ere a e | — 
laid down at the ſame lime. „ ir 44 | : 
Tie treaſury,was dhe next objeRt of the aſſembly's s a, — 
tention, and. it was decreed that the king ſhould name 
* ix commiſſioners, which were to. EPs MEET; it. 
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ol Cop DoRcET, which: gave great e n 10 the pa- 
tits, and to the moderate men of the oppoſite. party- 
A. M. Hora, boyeyer was, objefed to by whe 
Vol. 1. of D aſſembly, 
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n the aſfitmerion'6f CU, that he 


was a bankrupt of ill fame; and not to be truſted with 


the'public pufſe. Tbe king, upon this repreſentation, 


thought proper to diſmifs him, ads ebook anpiſer inn 
room. 115 Je 21:7 5 geh aff: ie | 


+711 tat 723115 - £4 lier a 
The Ki ing in . pat to the Aembly, af ki 
apped by bie Fefe bis ay to Si. Cleud. 


ee ae been nioments. ben Louis XVI. has 
me en ttaits of (pirit' which! have' inGuced his obſervers 
5 to believe” he as not without” 4 cri in portii pu- 


rage. But if attend to his life and condutt, we ſhall 


find che ſe are folitary efforts, arid not followed! up in 


a ſeries ſo as to conſtitute a charakter. That compo. 
ſure which he anqueſtionably carried about him in the 
lateſt moments oß bis exiſtence were more ne ene of 1 


| Prieftly inſpiration than of any innate quality. 


His abrupt appearance in the national aſſembly or 


the 1 geh of Ap f and fili more, his complaining ſpeech, 
_ Wlivered e degree of fervoury ſeemed” for the 
moment to proniiſe the diſplay of ary opening eharafler, 


It was all artificial, and His Fi fe 
me ſpeech to have been not his o, und Which is 


more, not congenial wich his Oi ſentiments; for 

| though be declared in that Tpeech that he ſhould petfil 
in hes deſign of going to big country palace, be never 
Attempted it again. "The menace, therefore, Hike an il 
Amed blow, enfeebled his gi amm, and nee 


eruſhed the adviſers of it. i 
["'The*diftniffal "and" diſgrace” of PO POO 51 


Mokguontncv, and the is or Bins 12 5 


| 7RENCH REVOLUTION.” 
his palaces. both. of whom, had Aden take the civic 


oath, and were, known to be his hack ſtairs OP 


followed. cloſe, upon his HEturn to his palace, 
Thus did this weak prince fx a ſtigma upon ce 
whom, he had allowed to. direct dis proceedings; and 


thus did thoſe intriguing prelates find the royal covering 
an invitation to danger, rather than a ſhield againſt it, 
be preſident of the aſſembly had not ten La 5 | 


notice of the king's coming. As ſoon. as he arrived „ he 


walked up to. the chair, which the preſident quitted, . 


that he might be ſeated; his majeſty, however, did not 


ſi down, but ſtanding, before, the chair, made ibe fol- 
un ſpeech to ee enn 1 Hh 55 Pri, 1 1105 ws Fs T1683 


#5 : 


110 3 144 i #55 3 „„ Li bf 15 17 
4 Gurus, 1 


. 1 come 10 y with that culiidence: which 1 have 
Files profeſſed I felt in your loyalty and attachment to 
my perſon,—You have been informed of the reſiſtanee 

which I yeſterday experienced to my intended journey 
to St. Cloud. I;would not ſuffer force to be employed 
for the purpoſe of oyercoming it, becauſe, 1 would not 
provoke atts of rigour againſt a deluded multitude, who 
thought they were ſupporting the laws, at the very time 
that they were violating them. . But the NATLON has. an 


intereſt in knowing THAT I AN TAE; for upon. M 


PERSONAL FRREEDOM depends the VALIDITY. of the. 
aKkENT which I have given to ſome of your decrees, and 
of MY ACCEPTANCE. of others. Under the influence, | 
therefore, of this powerſul motive, I till gerſiſi in my 
intention of going to St. Cloud; and the national aſſem- 
To will 1 the abſolute * of the 3 + 
33 45 2 
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r the pu e of making a faithful 


gott fſe; » tle love J have deſerved by all that f 
have done for them, doubts have been induftriouſly i in- 


_ ftilled into them of my real ſentiments reſpefting the con. 


ſtitution. I have accepted and ſworn to maintain this 
conſtitution; of which the ciyil conftitution of the clergy 


is a part; and j athually do' maintain it to the utmoſt of 


my power. ' In now declaring my adherence to it, 1 
only renew the declaration of thoſe ſentiments which l 


have often expreſſed'to you. Von know that I do not 


form a wiſh, or entertain an intention, which has not for 
its objekt the happineſs of the people; but this happineſs 
can ariſe oy from a due Ade ee of the wr and 


«3 


As benen his: 8 bad „ bis 1 Ml, 
on ABROV Dy the Soap eee in e . 
age 14 1 a Lain it 2 114-1693 lis 

„ e ey 7 
« If the profits benilttebt which'y int e allt 


bly feels at this moment, was capable of a ſoſter imprel. 


ſion, it would receive it from your preſence. May your 


majeſty find in thoſe proofs of 'affeftion, which you ſee 


in the countenance of the ps ſome amends 
for what you haye ſuffered, 


4 Agitatlon is inſeparable'from the progreſs of ben, 


While the beſt intentioned citizens are employed in 
quieting the public mind, others take pleaſure in ſpread- 
ing alarms; circumſtances of a progeny. en os are com- 


dined, and miſtruſt revives. 


Sire, your . the people liberty, Py ver 
tuen 


x 
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baſe enemies of the conffitutionand of liberty, ate Aſs 
enemies to' your majeſty." 1 ! III I 


All our hearts are yours. As you with for 


kappinats of the people, they in theit turn wiſh for the 


happineſs of their ay 6 et us prevent a faQtion but 

too well known by 

ing themſelves bei 

all our wiſties will be accompliſhed. - ? 2 
When you come, fire, within meld walls a Nil 


cloſer the bonds by which you ate united to the conſti- 


ween the throne and the nation; and 


tution, you give ſtrength to the friends of peace and of 


the laws: they will be able to tell the people that yout 
heart is not changed; and then all uneaſineſs and mif- 


ruſt will vaniſh,—Our common enemies will be once 


more confounded, and yr vill — os 1 


* 


y a new viftory.” " „F te nad i bu 
_ The king's ſpeech was tete | 
and profound ſilence. TI —— —— 
noured with plaudits from that part of the houſe where 
the members h belonged to the club of Jatobins 
uſually ſat ; the other members were Glent. © Whilſt his 


majeſty was withdrawing, the Jacobin members only 


cried Vive le roi; thoſe who were known to be his par- 
ticular friends did not utter a ſyllable; they ſaid aſter- 
wards that they were too much ſhocked at the indiſcre- 


tion of the er r 5 6 rh to St 17 to expreſs J oy 


; on the occaſion, *. Ln . #4: #Þb it + 4-8 
| When hig majeſty was gone, a member who belonged | 


to 2 corps of life guards offered himſelf to the atten- 


the afſeehbly: ” 4 4 This (ſaid he) is neee time 
tt ever addreſſed you; and ſorry T's 


"54 


use, os 
Ritution have Pol Ves Auer and thoſe who ate the 


plots'and efforts, from eftab*hf 
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eeaſion ſome other perſon of greater ile has not 
riſen before me io wake ſome remarks on what has 
paſſed here this day. The king has zepaired. hither in 
ſull confidence to jmpart an event which was already well 
known to us all; and yet no notice was taken of it by 
any. He has told you with great reaſon, that to give 
validity to the afſent which he has given to your de. 
W-; he ſhould dars, e the appear 0 f being 
. ops) get | 

This laſt expreſſion — the aflembly.i into. — 
e eee it continued in that ſtate; till it way 
e by. a n, 10 e the ning 


01 tion in a poople | 
to the king's excurſion 10 St. Cloud ( ſuppoſing nothing. 
more intended), and the ſtep the king had taken, would 
lead to ſerious conſequences,” The inſinuation of on 
eppearance of freedom being neceſſary yo give validity 


It was pr: wt foreſee Foy © 90 3 


to ſhe aſſembl a decrees, might be made a dreadſul pre 


tence for a civil war. It was regarded in that light; 
and ſrom that very moment the miſunderſtanding be- 


teen e the e 408K e root than 


ever. 

This event caſt fufvition and diem aha in even 40 
reftion about the, court; olber removals behdes thoſe 
already mentioned took place immediately after. M. 
Fleurieu, the naval miniſter, was the firſt who reſigned: 


he was followed by M. (late duke) de Villequier, who 
ae up his place of firſt lord of the bed-chamber to his 
majeſty. Cardinal de Montmorency and the late bi- 


ſhop of Seplis held offices which they 2 che 


i of ml high almo 
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te kings chad mip r 
hn bee eg e mech 81. SH 76 rs HOO inn 
But the tot eimurk 8 of Mont. 
dela hereto ont the flowing Thurſday retignet 
bis commiſſion 'as commander in chief of all the national 
guards 6f Phils,” Al the ſume time ordering che cent, 
doxes, which food“ at is dodt, to Be lemoveck: but 
r ſeveral of the ſoldiers went vorn- 
tfily; and mbbnted- guard as uſual at hie lioaſe, avif 
— kit dteit commander. 
de la , ee Wag un W 
b prevall up6ne"the'Pebple te Wentz and fuffer his = 
cond to St. Ctoud; but finding that the 
were” deaf to bis rettionfitances, he falt to them, chat 
fince they diſregarded” the law, afk vibluted the liberty | 
wich it allowed the king, be . the com. 
mand of the natis Upon this niahy 
| perſons ene out- 80 mill the bete: 
"This wealeft of all the inge or France, to the ton 
cempe of his % Charakter, afid the degradation of the. 
royal ſunRtion; now felinguiftied the object of nit boaſt 5 
or threat toe" affembly, ayd'ofere@ up à public te. 
pentance, ab it dere, fot What hie had done. Inſtead of 
| feraininig in his ſ&rvice; his miniſters and adviſers, PIO 
he might confifiently” bave done, if le thought they hac 
counſeled Him for the beſt; he aifinilled them,” and left 
| the finger of public ſborn t6 polnt them out as e 
| enemies of 'the pubſle veal, It ſteal of purſuing his 
: intentions of viſitih His Pojul chateau, be never wen. | 
tioned the'p ate afterwards. | Thitcatl of undertak cing to 


piove, the he” wanted” that perſonal freedom nich "7 


ould give validity tb ** deereds'of the allen "he 
| reſolved 


8 


A 
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 refolved.to diſſemble, and act ac if he lay under no ie. 
ſtraint, though at the ſame time he reſolved to plan in 
ſecret-the means, f ptoclaiming 10 the world. that he 
never had bean free. This appears to, be the period | 
ae qu rleded in ſway all others. of the 
cou ſellors... The progeft; of withdrawing to the 
bas been wholly; aſerihed to her, The de- 
meangr, of eren bart of the royal family after thi 
— Une was entirely, contrary ta What it had lately been; 
an air of indiflexence. blended; with a ſhey of OMent- 
ment took place of à teſtleſs anxiet No 
e about he Hrould be, miniſter 


eee mi 0 bis ang _ be pe 
fears were rouſed, the public voice was Joud, it 
was neceſſary to do ſomething to allay the « one agen | 
the other. A copy oſ a letter was for 

bly which the king tauſed to be, written to, all his 5 

baſſadors at foreign... .courts,. ae that they might 

make known to thoſe; powers his firm intentions to. ad- 

Tre to the conſtitution. 0 of France. | This political pro. 

con of faith, had, it, — received, ag ſincere, was 

„ Calculated to, remove the doubts. which the people had 

5 long enteriained of bis majeſty s opinion on the, revolu- 
tion, But it has been ſaid more than once, that © « public 

: confidence once loſt, i is ; never io be regaine A copy 

of the king's letter, was by the judicious erden of 

a patriotic member, voted to be 1725 to the commanding 

officer of every regiment, and of eyery ſhip in tha 
French, lervice, An e, Hf ne king by Z 


bei} +4 
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the letter and communication paſſed, and was IR 
him by the preſident, who TWO the folfdvingi an 


 ſwer from the king's mouth: 
I am extremely ſenſible of the 5uſtice . the 


' aſſembly have done me. If they eould ſee to the bot- 
tom of my heart, they would there behold my attach- 
ment to the new order of things: all miſtruſt would 
then ceaſe between us, and we ſhould all be happy.” 
When this anſwer was read, the houle and the galle- 
ries teſtified great ſatisfaftion. It was only on the moſt 
unſuſpeQting, however, that this royal candour operat- 
ed; the more ſhrewd part of the convention and of the 
public were convinced that the court had put on the 
maſk of hypoeriſy. The king's two aunts adted the 
parts of confidential envoys to tht pope, whole influ- 
ence was greatly flattered and as much confided in, from 
the extenſive hold which eccleſiaſties at bene 4 over 


the mings of the bigotted. 7 
It may be recollected alice he French king had, at thib 


anlage of the aſſembly, called home his ambaſſador 
at Rome as being an, improper petſon to remain in that 
ſtation. The pope, in conſequence, ſigniſied through 
bis nuncio at Paris, that he would receive no other 
perſon in his room who ſhould have taken the unquali- 
hed oath, The miniſter was directed to write to the 
. Pope's nuncio the following ner; ne eee cunmmeny 
on the meſſage : Eo GH 


« My Lok, 


I have laid before the king, his holineſs' ber to 
che letter in which 15 Fey notified to 0 him the recal of 
cardinal de Bernis, | $A] e 
Vor. 1. 4 E Hie 


His majeſty ſaw with ſurprize in this anſwer, tha. 
the pope ſeemed to announce that he would not receive; 
as ambaſlador from France, any perſon who ſhould 
have taken without reſtriftion the oath impoſed by the 
decrees of the national aſſembly and ſanftioned by the 
king, upon all perſons holding public employments, 
„be king ſtill hopes that this is not the real ſenti. 
ment of his holineſs ; for it neceſſarily ſhews a wiſh to 
break off all communication between the holy ſee and 
the French monarchy : and his majeſty will not, as long 
as he can avoid it, ſuffer himſelf to think that ſuch can 
be the wiſh of his holineſs. The oath, without any re- 
ſtriction, being impoſed upon all perſons holding publie 
employments in the ſtate, it is the indiſpenſible duty of 
all the ambaſſadors from France in foreign courts to take 
it. The king could not ſend ambaſſadors to his holi- 
neſs, if the oath was conſidered by him as a ground for 
refuſing to receive them; and from that moment the 
dignity of the nation and of his majeſty would no longer 
ſuffer the reſidence at Paris of a nungio- from the pope- 
The holy father will in his wiſdom weigh the conſe- 
quences which in the preſent poflure of affairs would 
reſult from ſuch an order of things. He could not but | 
ſee that he himſelf had provoked them. i 
I cannot help obſerving, that it would be rather 
extraordinary that the pope, thinking he might without 
impropriety ſuffer a charge d'affaires from France, who 
has taken the oath, to reſide at his court, ſhould be of 
opinion that he ought to refuſe to receive an ambaſſador 
who had taken it. 
The king therefore thinks, that the meaning of the 
pope's anſwer is really not ſuch as at firſt ſight it ſeems to 


* 
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be; and he will feel a pleaſure i in continuing to think 
ſo, except your excellency ſhould be authorized to 
communicate ſuch. I as may ld bim to 
change his opinion. | 

His majeſty, in the mean time, through reſpett for 
his holineſs, and as a mark of particular attention to 
your eminence, has ſuſpended the departure of M. de 
Segur (the ambaſſador whom the pope has refuſed to 
receive), Until he receives your anſwer, he will not 

take the ſtep which a due regard for his dignity would, 
if a change did not take place in the pope's meaſures, 
render ONE ee J am, my lord, &c. 


norn⁰õhf. 45 


This letter was aid before th aſſembly, 1 but te 
members took no notice of it whatever. 

This was not the only thing of the kind which hap» 
pened at this time, for a letter had juſt been received. 
by M. Montmorin, from the imperial niniſter, com- 
plaining in the name of his maſter of the ſame decrees, 
Vvhich were aſſerted to be contrary to the faith of exiſting 
treaties ; refuſing on the part of the German princes. 

that which was ſaid to be a juſt indemnification. 

The following meſſage from the emperor to the diet 
of Ratiſbon, through the medium of his chief commil- 
ſioner, was communicated to the aſſembly. 

_ * CHarLEs ANSELM, "PRINCE DE La Tour and 
Taxis, &c. &c. chief commiſſioner of his imperial 
majeſty Leopold I. makes known to all the counſel- 
lors, ambaſſadors, and miniſters of the eleftors, princes 
and ſtates of the holy Roman empire, in diet aſſembled, | 
10 from the moment of his acceſſion to the imperial 
4 E 2 throne, 


CE TED l 
VE ion as ͤ—2 — 2 


1 — 
n 
— 
by , 442 ia 
2 — +=; 5 


vai 8 — N "WII 
Nr 2 . 
. —— NE INE TE 


27 . M . - N 8 rere * 
x — = 1 * * — 2585 SY ST . 
Maree rae * 2 
> — — 
ca n © N n 
— \ 
n 1 * I 
* 1 6 
7 
* 


PPP ²˙¹¹wwmĩ tt q 4 


throne, he has beet preſiingly required- by the ws 


ſhould prove fruitleſs, to deliberate with the ſtates of 


19th of March. . 
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clettoral college to interpoſe his authority as head of the 
empire, as well for the general good of the whole, as 
for the particular protection of the ſtates who hold poſſel. 
ſions in Lorraine and Alſace, for the purpoſe of pro- 
curing complete redreſs of their grievances reſulting 
from the decrees of the national aſſembly, paſſed ſince 
the month of Auguſt 1789, contrary to treaties of 
peace; and if, contrary to all expeCtation, his mediation 


the empire, reſpecting the meaſures which ſhould: by 
taken for the attainment of that objet. 

& That in conſequence of this conftifoional requi- 
ſition, his imperial majeſty wrote to his moſt chriſtian 
majeſty, on the 14th of December laſt, conformably to 
his duty as head of the empire, to ſee that treaties were 
duly obſerved; and in diſcharge of the obligation con- 
tracted by his imperial majeſty, by the fourth article of 
the ſecond paragraph of his capitulation or coronation 
oath, and in compliance with his withes to maintain 9 5 
and friendſhip with his neighbours. 

„That his moſt chriſtian majeſty's 1 vas deli- 
vered to him "le his charge „ at e on the 


„That in che mean time, the Westen aſſembly hav 
ing continued to execute indifcriminately its decrees in 
Lorraine and Alſace, the ſtates particularly intereſted in 
the due obſervance of the treaties had not negletted in 
the moſt preſſing manner to claim his . g 

protettion. | | „ . 

„% "That things being clas nl to a irn, in wick 


jt was 8 W that a 98 and decided reſo; 
lution 
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tutiof) ſhould be taken, his imperial majeſty had re- 
ſolved immediately after the receipt of the moſt chriſtian 
king's letter, to communicate to the eleftors, | princes, 


and ſtates, the above ſteps which he had taken in the 
' buſineſs, and alſo to lay before them all the memorials. 
preſented on the occaſion ; to the end that they might 


maturely conſider what part they ſhould take in theſe 


events, and determine what are the moſt conſtitutional. 
meaſures, and at the ſame time moſt conformable to 


the general intereſt of the empire, for ms 00 re- 
ſpattive rights of the aggrieved ſtates. j 
That his imperial majeſty” poll to receive” 
without delay the advice of the empire on this ſubjeR;. 
which may enable him to form a reſolution, and to em- 


ploy, according to the preſent” conjuncture, all the 


means in his ee as head of te empire, « &. &c.” 


No more notice was ah of this then of he's pope's 


. letter. It was not thought proper to accelerate an evil 


which was but too plainly foreſeen. The Jacobins (foctety 
of friends of the conſtitution), did not preſerve the ſame 


klence, they diſcuſſed theſe matters openly, and with a a 


freedom never before witneſſed. They ſpoke of the 
defenceleſs ſtate of France on the ſide of the Pyrennees, 
and at Bayonne, and proclaimed aloud that his catholic 


majeſty was only waiting for a favourable opportunity 


to march into thoſe departments an army which he was 
it that very time preparing. An intimation of this kind 
had been given from the city of Paris to the aſſembly» 


The Spaniſh ambaſſador at Paris thought proper to 
write to the miniſter on this occaſion, denying any ſuch 


T or intention on the part of his maſter, cony 
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cluding his letter with this remarkable paſſage— If the 
king of Spain were diſpoſed to break the amity ſubſiſt- 
ing between him and this court, his majeſty would not 
leave that diſpoſition to be announced to France through 
the medium of certain clubs and municipalities,” _ 
All this did but confirm what was apprehended by the 
patriots in and out of the aſſembly. To make up the 
liſt, the Engliſh miniſter made a formal complaint of the 
indignity offered to two Britiſh ſhips in the port of 
Nantz, which, at the moment they were preparing to 
fail, had been detained for the purpoſe, as was alledged, 
of preventing fome emigrants from exporting conſider. 
able treaſures in money, &c. The affembly, before 
vhom this complaint was laid, ordered immediate en- 
quiry to be made into it, and, if geceſſary, a full in 
demnification granted to the owners. This was de- 
clared to be a tranſlation of the Nootha Sound. romance, 
but which was not expefied/to end fo innocently. A 
vote for thirty thouſand men for a ſpecial purpoſe had 
juſt paſſed the aſſembly ; that number. was now aug- - 
mented with an addition of ſixty thouſand ; and the re- 
organization of the army was brought forward as a 
work of — e and of e e 


Je i 


| 5 REGENERATING. THE ARMY. . 
\- PROPOSITION YOR DISBANDING THE OFFICERS. 


The miniſter of war bad direſtions given him to pay 
the ſtrifteſt attention to the returns of the army to 
complete the regiments to the full number—to diſcharge 
| the aged and leſs uſeful, and fill their vacancies with 
young men—to ſee to the well providing the troops 
7 amm, accoutrements, and e and eſpecially 


10 
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o provide plenty of tores. for the garriſon and frontier 


tons. It was on this occaſion that Ro IIIA A, by 


his famous ſpeech, ſtrengthened the opinion of the fix 
committees for diſbanding all the commiſſioned officers 


in the ſervice : an apparently tremendous propoſitiong 
which that deputy not only gloried in to the laſt day 
of his life, as having taken part in but continually 


lamented that it was over-ruled, as thereby the founda - 
il war, he affirmed, ws laid. He was not 
| alone in this opinion; two of the beſt generals now . 


tion of the c1 


alive, and in the French armies, have as freely declared 


' that, bad the meafure been adopted, and the ſoldiers - 
allowed to chooſe their commanders, they would in no 


inſtance whatever have fled from the enemy. It was 
this ſpeech that firſt diſtinguiſhed Robeſpierre, and _ 
created him a hoſt of implacable enemies. 


tioned report, containing the form of a decree for dif 
banding and regenerating the army, M. RoßzsTIERRE 


| (id In the dn of the Gee e 


cracy, what power is that which alone lifts up its daring; 
menacing front ? - You have regenerated all public em- 


ployments on the principles of liberty and equality, and 


im, whoſe maxims are founded on ariſtocracy alone; 


which is the ſupport and inſtrument of deſpotiſm ; the 
flatteſt contradiction to the conſtitution, and the groſſeſt 
inſult to the MAJzsTY OT THE PEOPLE, On what 
powerful motive is this hideous contraſt between the 


old and new conſtitution founded? Can you believe 


that an immenſe army is an object of no importance to 


liberty ?- The officers of the French army are divided 
os ' inte 4 


When the committees had ſent up the 88 
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into two. lard; ; ſome are well. affected to the 1 
. weal, but the majority entertain principles hoſtile to the 
new conſtitution. You truſt the army to commander 
naturally attached to the abuſes which the revolution 
would deſtroy, What do you expe then from theſe 
_ chiefs?! If they are without authority, without aſcend- 
ancy, they cannot execute their functions. If they are 
poſſeſſed of theſe powers, tremble for the conſequence; 
for, depend upon. it thoſe powers will be employed to 
overthrow the glorious ſtrutture you have raiſed; to 
| forge new chains of flavery and defpotiſm, and plunge 
this en again into all the benen KA ariſtocratic 
_ tyranny. | 
n Caſt your eyes upon the _ a be for the 
Future. See the ariſtocratic. officers ſowing diviſion, 
b ee and diſorder in the army; at one time arm- 
ing ſoldiers againſt citizens; at another, diſmiſſing whole 
corps, whoſe patriotiſm diſconeerted- the: plots of the 
conſpirators; impelling them, by unmerited outrages 
and inſults, to atts which indicated a want of ſubordina- 
tion, with a view to ſubjeR them to ſevere puniſhments; 
| ſometimes expelling from the army the moſt courageous, 
the moſt enlightened, and the moſt zealous, by arbitrary | 
mandates, which even deſpotiſm itſelf would not have 
| dared to praiſe prior to the revolution. What is then 
become of that power, which, by a god-like diſobedi · 
ence to the ſacrilegious orders of deſpots, terminated 
the wrongs and oppreſſions of the s and re. eſta· 
bliſhed a juſt ſovereign authority?  _ 
„ Do not theſe officers ſhew you, on one > de, the 
| king, whole cauſe they pretend to defend; and, on the 
Other, roREICX ARMIES, wich which hes threaten 
7 | yous 
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hot, l ende un, or the Lem ies WILT 
-dvce your own? Should their continuance in the amy 
men be permitted? You yourſelves ſeem to credit the 
poſſibility" of a league | among the deſpots of Europe” | 
againſt your glorious conſlitution ou habe even 
taken meaſutes io prevent any boſtile attacks: is it not 
then too abſurd to include in the number of theſe mea- 
ſures, that of leaving your army in the ande of declared 
e to the conſtitution ? ” 
41 ſhould bluſh in endleabaliths any las 10 
prove that the diſbanding of the officers is commanded 
by the moſt imperious neceſſity. What motive can 
prompt you to delay paſſing the ſentence ? You fear the 
conſequences of fuch a glorious ſtep: You fear! You 
who have reaſon, juſtice, the nation, and the ſoldiery 
on your fide; guarantees which ought to bse and 
impel you to execute the decree.” 
Aſter paſſing the higheſt encomiums on the ettistin 
the bravety, and the ſubordination of the ſoldiers, and 
their patient endurance of the eruelties, injuſtice, and 
defpotifm of theit officers, he next animadverted 'on 
what the committees had propoſed, viz." to puniſh the 
ſoldiers for wait of due ſubordination ; to wait till the 
perſona} intereſts of the officers ſhould attach them to 
the conſtitution ; to ſtimulate their honour; to grant 4 
proviſion for thoſe: who oops to take the oath ; er 
kftly, to canton the army. 
This is the ſyſtem the his had e —« of | 
| _ honour are they ſpeaking?” aſked the orator. 
4 What hohour is there that tranſcends virtue, and the 
jobs of one's country ? If their honour conſiſts in their 
atachment. to. che old conſtitution, it will moſt chear- 
Vis . 4 Fi fully 
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fully be diſpenſed with. For my part,” ſays he, * 

glory in being a ſtranger to ſuch honour,” He added, 
It has been propoſed by the committees to grant a 
proviſion to thoſe who are not by oath to be reſtrained 
from conſpiracy and ats of rebellion againſt their coun- 
try. What a ſingular ſpecies of liberality!” He con- 
cluded by an obſervation on the propoſition of canton · 
ing the army, and declared it to be a ſyſtem well calcu- 
lated to facilitate the means of maturating and complet- 
ing the end they had in view. He again inſiſted, that 
the diſhanding of the officers was an 2 ne- 
ceſſary weaſute;” ; | 


This pe den of the patriots for entirely new: 
_ officering the army, though ſupported by ſo flaming an 
_ oration, was rejected; but it filled the members of the 
aſſembly with new ideas, new fears, and occaſioned an 
immediate decree, that officers ſhould take a new 7 
the formule of which was as follow: | 
el promiſe, on my nox Oo, to be faithful to 28 
nation, the law, and the king, and that I will not be con- 
Cerned in, either dircfly or indirectly, (but, on the con- 
trary, oppole to the utmoſt of my power), any conſpi- 
racy, plot, or combination, which may come to my 
knowledge, and be directed either againſt the nation and 
the king, or againſt the conſtitution decreed by the na- 
tional aſſembly and accepted by the king, who is the 
"head thereof; and to uſe all the means delegated by 
the national aſſembly, accepted and ſanftioned by the 
king, to enforce the due obedience to this decree by all 
thoſe who are under my command]; conſenting, if ever 
1 fail in this engagement, to be deemed idr As, un- 
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worthy of bearing arms, and of being reckon 
the number of FRENCH CITIZ ENS.“ 

It was farther decreed, that the king bs 0 to 
give orders that the above oath be taken and ſigned by 
each officer, and in preſence of the troops under arms, 
enregiſtered by the municipalities where ſuch officers 
are, and ag n loſs of time, to the ſecre- 
tary. at war. tHe 

It was ſubjoined to the former decree, that 6 if any 
officer, of whatever rank, ſhall negle& or refuſe to ſign 
the above declaration within the time limited by his 
majeſty, he ſhall, by his refuſal, receive for pay one 
fourth of what he now enjoys, unleſs, purſuant to a de- 
cree of the gd of Auguſt, 1790, he be entitled by his 
ſeniority to a e e which i in this —_ ſhall'be 
granted,” 

The diplomatic committee was faked to lay before 
the aſſembly the perſpective of the real ſituation. of 
France, both internal and external. The reporter, in 
the name of the committee, ſaid it was impoſſible any 
longer to doubt the exiſtence of a formidable, hoſtile 
coalition among the neighbouring ſtates without, and the 
diſaffected citizens within the kingdom; that Spain had 
placed a cordon of troops on all her frontiers ; that 
Savoy had an army along the Alps; that many German 
princes, as well by their hoſtile manceuvres, as by their 
inflammatory writings, had manifeſted their hatred to 
the new conſtitution ; that the di ſaffected, who had been 
diſperſed throughout England, Holland, and Brabant, 
had been ſuddenly called to Worms; that M. de Conde 
was at the head of them, and had his ſpies in every part 
ol F rance.; that his reſidence was in the chateau of the 
| 4 F 2 -___  eleior 


eletor of Mayence, whole prince was exciting the Ger. 
man diet to take up arms againſt France; and that from 
all theſe fats, with many others, che affembly would 
perceive that their apprehenſions, as to a foreign inva.. 
hon, were not ill founded. The orator, therefore, im. 
preſſed the aſſembly with the neceſſity of taking the moſi 
ſpeedy and effeQtual means to inſure peace and ſafety 
within, 2 to guarantee og. h from n enter. 


be 15 report conſiderably heightened the feel. 
| Ings of the aſſembly; when, after a diſcuſſion of ny 
ge length, the following articles were decreed: 
% ArTtert I. That the preſident ſhall infwedinel 
4. on the king, to requeſt his majeſty, to put all the re- 
giments which are on the frontiers upon the war eſta- 
bliſhment; and alſo to give orders that a ſupply of arms 
ſhould be iſſued, both to the RG e and na. 
tional guards. 1 
. That every 8 in be kingdom ſhal 
furniſh a corps of volunteer a bann in ee 
portion of one to every twenty. N 
e That the volunteers, 1 choſen, are not to 
aſſemble nor name their officers, till the exigencies of 
ws ſtate require their ſervices, which will 29 . 
order from ihe king. 

= IV. That the king ſhall be e e to ach to 
Louis Joſeph de Bourbon, formerly prince of Conde 
t his reſidence on the frontiers of the kingdom with 
[uſpefted pet ſons, indicates hoſtile deſigns. _ 
„ V. That Louis Joſeph de Bourbon Conde ſhall be 


| feu, wichin fifteen Le ſe . 


2 
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jo return 10 France, or remove from the: frontiers ; and 
in this latter ca 

olan oath, not to attempt any thing againſt the c 5 
tution as decreed: 99 we en eee nm eren 


ed by the king. 


& VI. That in 5 Lows | Joſeph de Baden Blends 


tofore prince de Conde, ſhall diſobey the orders which 
will be ſent to him by the king, he ſhall be declared a 
REBEL, excluded from his right of ſucceſſion to the 
throne, and be re ſponſble for the conſequences ; that 
his eſtates ſhall be confiſcated; that all correſpondence 
between him or his adherents with French citizens, ſhall 
be prohibited under pain of being proſecuted and pu- 
niſhed as traitors to their country ; and that in caſe he 
ſhall hoſtilely enter the French territories, every eiti, 
zen ſhall be at liberty to purſue, fall upon, and ſeize 
him, as well as his abettors and accomplices. 

VII. That every department, diſtria, municipa- 
lity, and court of Juſtice, ſhall give information againlh 
all perſons employed in levying troops, or in encou- 


raging and facilitating. the: deſertion of the French 


ſaldiers, ́ 
Such were the ſeveral motions as „ by che 
gommittee: they were decreed by the OTF to 
which the following was added: _ 

VIII. That every department, diſtribt, and wuni. 


cipality, ſhall protect the Rey of M. 50 e to. 


dhe utmoſt of theip N > A 


| The aſſembly bad. now a new <abel for anxiety : the 


part which, the fugitive princes were taking was very. 


vell known, The new oath preſcribed for the officer 
bad 


> he ſhall promiſe, under the guarantee- | 
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had proved a touchſtone to their ook "OR fix 


hundred reſigned as ſoon as it was tendered to them, 


and the greater part of that number went over to M. 
Condẽ, inveigling numbers of ſoldiers to follow them, 
This intelligence was the occaſion of _ Oy being 
the gene nn 7 


CRIMES einer THE EXTERNAL SAFETY OF THE 
| e KINGDOM». | 


% ART. I. Whoeyer ſhall be convicted of lee 


praftiſed any machinations, or held any ſecret correſ. 


pondence with foreign powers, or with their agents, to 


Induce them to commit hoſtilities, or to point out the 


means of undertaking a war againſt France, ſhall be 
puniſhed with death, whether the ſaid plot or intelli. 


gence, may haye been followed with ny aft of hoſt 


lity or not. 

I. It the foregoing manceuvres 1 been 
followed by any aft of hoſtility, or if they are con- 
nefted with any conſpiracy formed in the interior parts 
of the kingdom, they ſhall be puniſhed by death. 

4 III. Every commander of the national forces 
by fea of land, convifted of hoſtile aggreſſions, or 
violation of treaties, tending to kindle a war between 
France and any foreign Power an be puniſhed with 
death. 

Nie minificr who ſhall have given or evimterfigned 


fuch order ; or the commandant who, without order 


rom the miniſter, ſhall have committed the. ſaid hoftih- 
ties, or infrafions, ſhall alone be reſponſible for it, 
and /u Her we e po e eee in "wo 1 

erticle. 
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& Iv. Every Frenchman e arms s againſt TR 

| ſhall be condemned to death. : 

« VV. Every mancœuvre, every anne Aubell : 
with the enemies of France, whether tending to facili- 
tate their entrance into the territories of the French em- 
pire, or to deliver up to them towns, cities, forts, har- 
bours, ſhips, magazines, docks, or arſenals belonging to 
France—whether to furniſh them with ſuccour in men, 
money, proviſions, or ammunition—whether to favour in 
any manner, whatſoever, the progreſs of their arms in the 
French dominions, or againſt our forces by ſea or land, 
or whether to weaken the fidelity of the officers, ſol- 
diers and other citizens towards the F rench ian, a ö 
be puniſhed with death. _ Fn 
| 4. VI, Treaſons, of the nature mentioned i in the pre- 
ceding article, practiſed in time of war towards the 


be e with death. x 

A great many 3 falpefted of 1 
* were taken up and put in priſon at this period, 
the number of which was ſaid to be eight hundred. 
The conſtitutional ſyſtem. of laws was pretty far ad- 
vanced at this time, and the ſenate had juſt come to that 
part of the criminal code which refers to crimes com- 
mitted by public agents. Indiſcretions in any members 
of the executive government were claſſed among the 
crimes, and puniſhment provided for them, on the 
ground that their effects might be without remedy, and 
no incapable. men ſhould take upon them public truſts, 
| Reins of: the agents of the « executive part of 

>” thr rt '1 5 1 govern- 


allies of France acting pings the common enemy; ſhall 
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** concerning the plan of A Gp £ 
e of the council, and the communication of 
official intelligence, upon which the ſafety of the ſtate 
| depends, the utmoſt a _ p be "__ partiou- 
1 provided againſ. 

In the debates which the Gerda IO of 
the ſtate of F rance, and of its internal traitors, had given 
riſe to a ſtrange ſuggeſtion,'which was thrown out by the 
ariſtocratic part of the aſſembly, © that certain perſons; 
profeſſing to be patriots, were only defirous of transfer- 
ting the 'crown; and placing it on a leſs worthy head! 
while, therefore, the patriots were drawing up articles 

of a decree for guarding the nation againſt the treachery 
bl its enemies within and without; the other party inter- 
poſed one (the fixth) for fruſtrating the alledged ſiniſter 
deſign. It is not improbable that this Range idea might 
| have been uppermoſt inthe minds of the movers of that 
article, from a report juſt made-on a queſtion formerly 
"ſtated by M. Camus, viz. the debt claimed by M. 
d'Orleans, in quality of heir and grand nephew of Louiſe 
Elizabeth d'Orleans, queen dowager of Louis I. king 
of Spain. It was moved, that M. d'Orleans ſhould be 
reimburſed in the ſum of 4,158,850 livres, with the in- 
.. tereſt due thereon; for the payment of the marriage por- 
tion of Louiſe Elizabeth d'Orleans, queen of Spain 
 fubje@ to the proof of M. d Orleans, that he 1 is ene 
| ame whom the ſaid debt is due. 

A great fermentation aroſe in a' corner of the hall 
where the name of the claimunt was not very much re. 
fpetted. Two members were deſirous that the queſtion 
mould be inſtantly decided; but on an obſervation 


made by a third, that the minds of certain members wu 
not 
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not in a Very calm iſtate iat this moment, and that a patty 
ſpirits whether for or againſt, ee eee the deci- 
lion, it as decreed, ihat the queſtion ſnould be ad- 
journed to the nent legiſlature, 10 2115-10 atadaoalls-or 
110 By che wording of ſome of the atticles Jn ths tollow- 
ing decree which approached {alt to the perſecling the 
| code of, aus and the concluſion! of the. conſtit tional 
labours of the aſſembly ; it is plain that. the members 
vereapprebenſive. of the danger of that moment when 
: the legillative authority ſhould be conſigned over to theit 
ſucceſſors. The deſerting: nobility the diſappointed 
clergy-the,moriified ariſtocracy: of , every defeription' 
built much upon the events of ihat coming, period, and 
ol being able, at leaſt, to infuſe into the primary allem- 
blies a ſpirit contrary to that which had uind, em in 
their former eledtions. tes e 5 
Seyeral f theſe articles were, very, warmly contelled 
by, the ariſtocratie ſide of the houſe, and were, ag ably 
deſended by the. othet, who; inſiſted upon it, chat no 
friend to the revolution could oppoſe them, hut froma 
diſbelief. of. their: neceſſuy, and that it apheared . little 
[cſs ihan a vilfub blindneſs noi to ſee the aa mraghine- | 
tions for theeffeftinga counter tevolution; 1 
Ax. I. Every plot ot attempt to pain the.re- 
'aflembling//of: toi effett> the: diſſolution of the ea 
or cleblotal are N IO 1 e 
"oy OY years. „„ 
* II. If any of the dation troops inveſt the . | 
of the ſittings of the faid aſſemhlies, or if they, penetrate 
Weep town, without their authority. or requi- 
ſition, the miniſter or commandant, who ſhall have given 
or counterſigned ſach order,—the leaders or ſoldiers 
Sh 46 3 wy wo 
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Who ſhall have executed 1 it, ſhall be puniſhed with the 
x rack during fiſteen „ens. 

III. Every conſpiracy or attempt to prevent the 
| eee or effect the diſſolution of the legiſlaliye 
body, or to diſturb by any aft of violence, the freedom 
of its operation every attempt againſt the individual 
or perſonal liberty of ys one of” its DN, Wande 
een wich death. 

All thoſe who hall "MA pled] in thefaid con. 
ſpiracie, or attempts, by any wanne * e 
"ſhall ſuffer the ſame puniſhment. | 
IV. If any of the national troops bach o or re- 
main nearer than twenty thouſand fathoms of the place 
where the legiflative body ſhalt hold their ſittings, with- 
out the legiſlative body's authoriſing or requiring their 
approach or continuance, the miniſter who ſhall have 
given or counterſigned the orders, the commandant in 

chief, and the particular commandant of every corpe of 
"of the ſaid troops, 05 Bad e wen e for 
bene . 
„% V. Whoever ſhalt teme to inecn,' ith armed 
"a the place where the legiſlative body. hold their 
ſittings, or to introduce or march them into it, without 
authority or requiſition, ſhall be puniſhed with death. 
„The miniſter or commandant who ſhall have given 
Fe the order, the chiefs and ſoldiers who 
ſhall 5 e bo _ n on: ſame ow 
en, 
Tk vi. Reer e or Wanne bob 60505 
to invort or detange the order of ſucceſſion to the 
throne; as determined 1285 the W e ſhall be pu- 


" Hilliel Win death. 1 . f 
5 . 4 VII. 1 
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'& VII. If any aft ſhall be publiſhed as law, without 


having been decreed by the legiſlature; in, whatever. 


form or manner the ſaid a may be /inveſted, the mi- 


niſter who all baue eng it ſhall be puniſhed 


with death. 

« And if the d wy hs not nas ee 
vith the conſtitutional form, preſcribed by the decree 
of the 7th of October 1789, every miniſter, magiſtrate, 
commandant and officer, who ſhall have executed or 
publiſhed it, en by: 15 wid the yu cn 


Years. FE” "ac? 772 £7 
The preſent 140 en, not 1 i the 


right of publiſhing proclamations, and other as reſerved, 


by the conſtitution to the executive power. | [7 - 


„III. In caſe of publication of à forged, or coun · | 


terfeited law, if the miniſter who ſhall have ſigned it be 
convicted of having altered, or cauſed to be altered, the 


decrees of the legiſlature, willingly. and knowinghyy s 5 


ſhall be twelve years impriſonment. wir ti 1107 
„IX. If any act ſhall be publiſhed, importing abs 
eſtabliſhment: of a tax or loan, and that ſuch tax or loan 


has not heen ſanctioned by the forms eſtabliſhed by the 


conſtitution—every miniſter who ſhall have counter. 
ſigned the ad, ar given or counterſigned orders for 


levying the ſaid tax, or See . the ſaid OO ſhall be 
twenty years impriſonment. „ . 4 2 pg = 


Every agent whatever, of the ex6cutive. power, 


who ſhall have executed the ſaid orders, whether in 
Igvying the ſaid tax, or receiving the oy n. mw 
be puniſhed with dea. =, 
X. If any aft, order! ova; iNued 205 the 
fxecutiye power, ſhould create or conſtitute; bodies, 


4 G 2 political 
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political erg or agents, to inveſl them with @ power 
jeh the conſtituent body alone has the right of dete. 
ating ; or ſhould eſtabliſh bodies, political orders or 
agents, which the conſtitution: ſhall+ have deſtroyed, 
every miniſter who ſhall haye counterſigned OR = 
or the ſaid order; ſhall be puniſhed with depth. | 

All thoſe who ſhall haye taken part in n 
ther in accepting the ſaid power, or ene he Git 
| FunAions, ſnall be ten years impriſonment. 

XI. If any at or orfer iſſued from the cix6ditiye, | 
power ſhould annihilate bodies eſtabliſhed by the conſti- 
fution, every miniſter” who ſhall have counterſigned the 
faid att ſhall be confined twenty years in a dungeon. = 
+ XII. If by any af} or order ſued from the exe · 

ctitive power; any public miniſter, magiſtrate; or offi 
cer whatever, ſhould be ihegally depoſetl, the miniſter 
who ſhall haye counterſigned the order thall-be eee 
ed with civic degradation. N 

„% XIII. If any att ſhoylJ iffge from the vtcchilys 
power, bearing, in the name of the king, an appointment 
to an oſſicę or employ, Which, according to the conſſi. 
tution, caf only be conferred by the free choice of the 
people, the miniſter who ſhall have counterſigned the 
ſaid at&t Thall | be "Pane by OOO of ek eiyio 
rights!” UL e Wo e 
- 28 Tholp who Niat bays purttelputed . Geri crime: 
by accepting the fafd employments, or by exercifing 
the ſaid fanatic F Front be feng __ wr ka im- 
priſon nent. ee 
„„I root bene or aden ut 6568 is 

to prevent the re-· umiting or effect che diſfolation of any 


1 municipal er —0 On 
or 


is 


eee rack, ſix enen n On- 


8 i" Dvecy, e ws ſhall; be: guilty, 5 the. . 


crime mentioned in the preceding article, by giving or 
counterſigning the oc ſhall be Ke vie 


chains ten years. . 1 2 4 714 þ Ks 
4 Every, chief comme: views alberta. ſhall 3 


contributed to the executing, of * 4 onde, hal bs, 


uniſhed in the ſame manner. 1 


XVI. Every miniſier who. in time pi le | ſhall | 
have given or counterſigned orders, for; railing or main- 


taining a greater number of land forces than what ſhall. 
have been determined by the decrees of the legillature,, 
or for augmenting the proportionate number of foreign, 
troops ſtipulated, neee Ove punjſhed 
vith the rack twenty years. [3-97 
XVII. Every violence or 9 eee, 
* the eſtabliſhed troc Ps 


for- by "os: ſhall. in wi . ele wee 
yearz. tj 

bs Themiaiter he ſhall have na eee ae 
the order the commandant, officer, or ſoldier, who 
ſhall haye executed the ſaid order, or who, without or- 
der, ſhall haye committed thę ſaid violences, Oy” 55 


ſer the ſame puniſhment. NE avis: 


XVIII. Every attempt. or violenee an per- 


ſonal liberty, the fundamental baſis of the. French con. | 


A ſhall be puniſhed as follows 


Every man, Whatever may be his — or 3 . 


ment, other than thoſe who are inyeſted by the la with 


FRENCH REVOLUTION, 97 


: or judicial body, eſtahliſned by the coſtiuations.ſhall be: 


againſt the citizens, unleſs by. 
lawful requiſition, and from caſes expreſsly provided. 


1 
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the power of arreſt, who ſhall give, ſign, or execute the 

order to arreſt any perſon living under the empire and 

protettion of the French laws, or ſhall actually arreſt 

any one, unleſs it be to take him immediately before the 

police, in the caſes pointed out by the acti ſhall be 
ed with the rack ten years. 

XIX. If the above crime were cc 3 vir 
we of any order iſſued from the executive power, the 
miniſter who ſhall have conmrſiqnedi it mw be ee 
ed with the rack twelye years. ( | 
, - 6'XX.* Every gaoler and keeper of FRO up 8 5 

houſes of correction or any other priſon, who ſhall receive 
and detain the faid perſon, except by virtue of mandates, 
warrants, judgments, or any other. Re Ne” ſhall w 
e pen! with the rack ten years. 

XXI. Notwithſtanding the ſaid en may me 
been arreſted by virtue of a legal act, if he be detained 
in any other houſe than thoſe which are legally and 
publicly appointed for the reception of ſuch whoſe de- 
tention is authoriſed by law, all thoſe who ſhall have 
given the order for detaining him, or who ſhall have 
detained him, or who ſhall have lent their houſes to de. 
tain him, ſhall be puniſhed with the rack ten years. 
4 If the crime be committed by virtue of an order 
ved from the CESAR _ the miniſter who ſhall 

| :xſigned it ſhall dE . ae 
twelve years. 

XXII. Whoever ſhall invade: the property 4. any 
citizen, or moleſt him in the free exerciſe of going, att- 
ing, ſpeaking, writing, printing, and publiſhing his writ- 
inge, rights ſecured by the conſtitution to every indivi- 
. except in N wherein che preciſe letter of the 

dax 


— . res — 
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law limits the exerciſe of che ſaid rights, ſhall; oi my 
ted with che rack fi frre 

If the ſaid violence be committed by v ir th 9000 any 
at or order iſſued from the executive power, the mi- 
* niſter who ſhall have counterſigned the ſaid order ſhall 
receive the zee deen ol ne years bags hong in 
a dungeon. Gat LA 7 

„ XXIII. eee hall have voluntarily and | 
Aab ſtopped or concealed a letter in the poſt, 
and violated or diſcloſed the ſecret or contents of a let- 
ter, ſſrall be puniſned with civic degradation. 
4 f the crime be committed by virtue of an order 
iſſued from the executive power, Whether by a elerk of the 
poſt office or by a letter carrier, che miniſter who ſhall 
have executed it, or the ghd e carrier of the 
poſt- office, Who without order ſhall- have committad 
the ſaid inn _ _ puſhed wich dhe e two 
years, 
off XXIV 1fa any! Mace ſhould be iſſued from | 
| the executive power to ſecret, ſcreen, protect, or keep 4 
any one of its agents, whether from a proceſs, or pro- 
ceeding legally begun in an action of reſponſibility, or | 
from the puniſhment legally awarded by virtue of the || 
ſaid reſportfibility, the miniſter who ſhall have counter- 


2 5 


ſigned the ſaid order or aft, and whoever ſhall have 1 ] 
executed it, ſhall. be puniſhed by i. ten e ant -; 
in a dungeon.“ 1 ; '1 


This was a par which math hs wud as f 
ſtrongly admonitory to a tyrannic or perſidious prince, 
and not leſs terrific to corrupt and inſolent miniſters. 


boo beet ren or 11 


It Was followed by tne diſcuſſion of a queſtion vic 
was evidently os e ere . Palliraſ 
Mo men 


LA. SE 36. fs 7 hs F SH” C471 15 SET T0116) 237 
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A queſtion notlefsimportarie/to'royal-authority-thar 
any which had been diſcuſſed, was, whether the king 
Mhould he permitted to continue in the exerciſe. of the 
prerogative which allowed him io diſpenſe letters: of 
Fact pardongand\commiutation of puniſhment," The mol 
ingenious teaſons vote urged for continuing to attach 
is prerogative 10 the royal authority. It as firſt in. 
fiſted on by the royal advocates, upon a general ground, 
that in all couniries where the executive power has been 
eſtabliſnied the right of /pardoning has been annexed to it. 
It vas aſſerted to be one of the fundamental principles 
of monatchy ;! and teprefented-asineceffary for the due 
adininiſtration of juſtice. 1 There is no king (ſaid onc 
of thoſe defenders of royalty) who does not poſſeſs this 
prerbgative; and would -yourwreftriv: from / the hands of 
the grealeſt nonarch in the-univerſe If this principle 
- be! adopted,” you will eftabliſh a repuhlican govem- 
*ment, und ſeparate the king from the conſtitution.T“ 
Fngland and its conſtitution was re ſorted to as ex. 
- amples for the neceſſity and exereiſe of this prerogative, 
on which it was obſerved by othersy that the conſtitu 
tion of England had wiſely placed that prerogative in 
' the hands of the king. — juſtice in England was de- 
ſeribed io be divided. The Engliſh; ſaid the ſpeaker, 
have given juries che pure and ſimple right of declaring 
whether the accuſed” has really: committed the crime 


7 
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but, tbmeilmes by a ſpetial Verdikt, a jury fefets to 

the judges to/know whether the'aceufed is guilty or not: 
—On the other hand they have afcribed generally to 
the king the judgment of the attenuarnng' eircimſtances3 


and it is principally on this judgment that the nevellity 
bf the power of: pardoning is lodged in the king; 
The Engliſh he continued, have admitted this 80. 
| heral doctrinè of puniſhments; almoſt all crinies are 
pauniſhed with death. A highwayman ho takes a fil. 
ling from a man; is bythe law condemned to die; and 
to the neceflity of © eſtabliſhing this puniſhment, is 8 
ſounded the power of mitigating it according to' cir- 
cumſtances; This principle is founded on the maxim 
of Cicero, metus ad omnes, pœnad ad paucos.— This is 
the baſis of the Engliſh penal code. But this would be 
an atrocious ſyſtem, that could not long ſubſiſt in any 
country, were it not exeteiſed with mercy. Thus it is 
that at the coronation! of the king of Great Britzing 
wherein it is ſaid he ſhall exerciſe juſtice, it is required 
chat he ſhall exerciſe it with mercy,” Thus is the Eng- 
liſh ſyſtem complete; on one ſide it orders the puniſh< 
ment of death to all, netus ad omnes, and on the othet 
pardon to many, pwnd ad paucos, according to circum 
—_— . or een is n. volled i in 
e e "RE biltorical had 
ancient kings of France had never aſſumed the power 
of granting; and that Charlemagne himſelf, had ſoli- 
cited ne e e for . e oP 1 a eti- 
minal. 
1 . ene "a a: ded aut 
heved that true mercy exiſted only in the mildneſs of 
Vo L. 1. / 4 H the 
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the laws; but 3 in a trial by en ſentence 
is paſſed by the nation itſelf, it would iba akon! to 
ſuppoſe the poſſibility of an exception. 
This important queſtion being put o he vote, 5 way 
Fee by a, large majority, that Letters of grace, 
pardon, and remiſſion of wee wan ben are ie 
for all crimes that ſball have been tried by jury.” 
The aſſembly immediately adverted to that part of 
the penal code which treated of the effect of eulen, 
and the following articles were decreed ;—. -- 
Ar. I. Whoever ſhall have been ad 
be” hah torture, confinement in the houſe of  correc- 
tion, or to wear an iron collar, ſhall be digfranchiled, 
nor ſhall his teſtimony or oath be admitted i in law, |. 
He cannot be reſtored to the rights of a citizen, bu 
by time, and under the following conditions : 
II. Thoſe who have been condemned to ang 
chains, or wear an iron collar, independent of the pri- 
vation of rights mentioned in the foregoing articles, 
ſhall be reputed in a ſtate of legal as qe as to the 
perſonal exerciſe. of any civil right. 
III. The ſtewards of ſuch condemned perf 
| ſhall be nominated in the uſual manner. 
IV. The eſtate and effect of che contified ſhall be 
reſtored the moment of his enlargement, and the ſteward 
ſhall render an aceount of the een and enen 
of his eſtate. 
V. During bis detention, 'no > part of his! revenue 
ſhall be remitted him. | 
VI. As much money as may bt try for the 
maittenarſce _ me e ine eee or marriage 
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portion of his children, may be previouſly raiſed on 
his eſtate, and applied for that purpoſe. 1 

« VII. Theſe ſums are to be raiſed by virtue of a 
decifion in the civil court, under certain forms. 

„VIII. The commiſſaries and keepers of the houſes 
of correction ſhall not permit the convicted, during 
their confinement, to receive any gift; money, provi- 
ſions, or alms; ſeeing they are to have no other relief 
or ſupport than from the produce of their labour. 

They ſhall be reſponſible for how. execution pos wu 
article ten 1 825 of ee agh; ] | 

Theſe 8 produced 1 a dig effec on PR trea- 
cherous enemies to liberty than any which had been 
paſſed ſince: the revolution, ſince they left the delin- 
quent to the full operation of the law. Until this time 
the traitors had an internal confidence ariſing from the 
certainty of royal pardon for counter-revolutionary 
crimes, in caſe the courts of law or tribunals condemn- 
ed them. The ſiniſter views of the court were not leſs 
fruſtrated. by this unexpected OE EN wers thoſe 
of its followers. 

| It was nat eaſy for ibe moſt attentive ehre 5 
W affairs to determine whether the following decree, 
brought forward with the air of urgency at the period 
treated of, was the effe& of foreſeeing the burſting 
forth of an event in embryo, or whether it determined 
is conſummation. In eight days after preſenting theſe 
ne PO for the 1 n ROYALTY 
wikis, - 
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ſcribed as aboye, ſhall be reſponſible for it, as well a 


ba | FOE CAO VEL „ 


eius or pope. MINISTER, orricyny, Wa | 
 ;, GISTRATES, „ 


4 Ao I; | Every: agent of the executive power, in 


whatever office or department of the Rate, who ſhall 


have employed or required the force or power of the 
ſtate, delegated to him by virtue of his office, in order 
to pre vent the execution of a law, or the receipt of any 
tax lawfully e ou d e e ten n years 
impriſonment. 

« Every ſubordinate im dis; . ſhall 8 


tributed to the execution * mu " üer, mg juller 


ſix years impriſonment. 
II. Eyery agent of Seewen power, in what 
avril or department of the (tate, who ſhall have 
gmployed'or required the force; or power of 'the Rate, 
delegated io him by virtue of his affice, in order ta 
prevent the execution of a judgment, mandate, or ſen. 
tence of juſtice, gr of an order iſſued from: the police, 
municipal officers, or adminiſtrati ye bodies, or to pre. 
yeat the ages ar any of a legal q e be 
* ſix years. 249 
The legal ſuperiar, who, the fird-ſhall: haye given 


the e al- reſpouſibleifor it, and 


goons the Puniſhment mentioned in this article, 
III. If jn conſequence, and by reaſon ee 
nce mentioned in the two preceding articles, an in- 
gion, ſedition, or rebellion ſhould ariſe, the agent 
of the executive power, or the public funRionary, de- 


for the murders, violences, and plunders occaſioned by 


_y Ane and he ſhall by W with the pains 


. A pro: 
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,nounctd againſt the inſtigators of inſurreſtions, ſedi- 
tions, or rebellions, mo 8 78 of murders, wales | 
ol plunders. „„ 
IV. Every en e of FAIR 
tional forces, who, after being legally required, ſhall 
have refuſed to bring the ſaid forces into e Thall 
he detained 1 In priſon three FEeaRSs! . 
s V, Eyery perſon in public office, or 8 5 
under government, uh, hy the abuſe of the duties — 
his office, and under any pretence vhatſoeyer, ſhall pro 
yoke or ſtir up the citizens, in conſequence of any 
ſpeeches deliyered in the aſſemblies, or made public h 
being printed, to diſobey the laws and legal authority: 5 
or provoke them . e dne ee e e n 
disfranchiſed. 
if If in conſequence, and by reaſon of any ſpreches 

made or printed, there ſhould ariſe any ſeditious aſſem- 

blies, murders, plunders, or other crimes, the funftion- 

ary aboye deſcribed ſhall be reſponſible for it, and ſuf, 
fer the pains and puniſhments infliQed againſt the abet | 
tors of ſediious mobs, and the eee af png 

vl. Every publicſunBiquary.legally recalledordiC 
miſled—eyery: eleſtive or temporary-public funttionary 
who, after the expiration of his powers, ſhall. 3 
io exerciſe his tee ſhall. yan with twa 
years confinement. __. 3 M8 

* — aud by. reaſon of ls xeſiſtance, 
there ſhould ariſe any ſeditious mobs, he ſhall be ans 
ſyerable for the ſame, and 4% ame n . | 
and ioſtigators of ſeditious aſſemblies. - : 

"oo wil for erin lad. 1 


„ d! 


serch or Th” 
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VII. . MEMBER of the LEGISLATURE Who 
ſhall" be convifted of having, in conſideration of uo. 
WEY, PRESENTS, or PROMISES, corruptly ri 
his oy1810N, ſhall be puniſhed with DEATH. 
. Every public funAionary, every jtiryman 
impannelled, or on the lift of the jury, who ſhall be con- 
vieted of having, in conſideration of money, preſents, 
or promiſes, bartered his opinion, or the exerciſe of his 
power which he holds one _ ns _ Ve eee 
—_—_ civic degradation. 

4 FX, Every juryman, they he "jp uber the oath, 
every: criminal judge, every police officer, in criminal 
matters, who ſhall be convifted of having, in conſiders- 
tion of money, preſents, or promiſes, bartered his opi- 
pion, ſhall be puniſhed with the rack twenty years. 
KX. Every public functionary, who fhall be con. 
vided of having kept back the public money for which 
he was accountable, exe bo {mantra wy eee 
ſor twelve years. 

On XI. Every . nden, or ee, who ſhall 
e convitied of having kept back or purloined money, 
| jonny ads, inſtruments, or tithes entruſted to his care 
by reaſon of the public funaions which he exercifes, 
and the effect of neceſſary confidenee, Thalf be eee 
with impriſonment twelve years. 
XII. The guili)y mentioned in W > ire. n 
articles ſhall beſides be deer Fer gp * 
the ſums they ſhall have receive. 

XIII. Every gaoler or keeper e 1o- 
juntarily ſuffered to eſcape, or favoured the eſcape - 
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the perſons detained, to whom their cuſtody was en- 
3 ſhall be nee ue eee 
years. E tit i 

NIV. e ee public every 
collettor of the cuſtoms and publie laxes, wie ſhall be 
_ convifted of having committed, by him or his colleagues, 
| the crime of extortion, ſhall be puniſhed with the rack 
twelve years; beſides which, he ſhall nme 
teſund the ſums unjuſtly receive. 

XV. Every ſunttionary/ or ouklic of aka ſhah 
be convicted of having been [guilty of = crime of 
falſchood in the exerciſe of his office, ſhalt ba ee 
vith fifteen; years impriſonment.” - 

M. B. Whenever the work rack anos in ie Franck 
decrees, it ſhould: be obſerved, that gene, the modern racks 
is a bodily. pat. 4nflufied at intervals by a weighty iron 
attached to the ' priſoner, and has no relation to ga \CON 
* ſional rack formerly uſed, and now eee 


FLY bi ie 


THE, KING's FLIGHT FROM, PARIS, it 


LI wit 8: 3 S wt ws * 


On the morning of the 22d. of June, 1797, the he 
of Paris was thrown into the utmoſt ſtate of confuſion 
by the ſudden ,and;/unexpeRted flight of the x. 
That it was the reſult. of a premeditated ſcheme, there 
was little room to doubt. The conſequences appre + 
hended from the event were, a foreign war, a civil war; 
rivers of human blood, A e 195 all 152 e _ 
could deſolate France; | 
At eight o clock . örniag | this e citizen 

went to his daily labour, or to his buſineſs ; all the ſhops 
vere either opening, or already opened. At firſt there 
Was a low whiſper, uttered with fear and inquietude; 

= quickly 
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quickly after it was repeated loud with terror: and 
laſtly, augmented by ſhrieks, paſſed: from one mouth to 
a hundred, from a hundred to a hundred thouſang; 
„% The uin fled laft night, the woke me DAVPHINI 
Monstzun; and their 2181 ER; &c.“ 

To have a juſt conception of FORO it would be : 
e Gary: to have been a/ ſpeRtator of the horror and 
confuſion which the above words gave birth to. Thun. 
der and lightning could not be more rapid than the in- 
telligence communicated by the above words, Some 
tan to the right; ſome the left, interrogating friend, ene. 
my, ſtranger. The univetſal noiſe of again ſtrutting up 
ſhops in an inſtant after they had nenn. 
tinging the alarm bell exploſton of cannon, to in. 

form and confirm the news—the afſembling of ſoldiers, 
the claſhing of arms the clamours and groans of the 
people; all theſe were conſolidated: into one general 
tumultuous noiſe, that Og Be the eruption of the 
Volcano of civil war. 


Notwithſtanding this dreadful conſternation, the 17 
tional afſembly met for buſineſs. 
At the inſtance of the firſt 3 who ſpake, it was 
decreed with promptneſs and unaninity, / 

„That the miniſter of the home departments ſhould 
&ſpateh couriers on all the roads, with orders to all the 
municipalities to arreſt NERO rde . 


of the kingdom. 
«6 That all the miniliers of Pe mould be fold 


_ ately brought to the bar of the aſſembly, to receive in. 
ſtructions, and give the neceflary orders concerning the 
_—_ do taken in dd OPTI 46600 


A pro- 
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A proclamation. was afterwards debreed. Ut was in 
ſubſtance as follows: | 
That the municipality of Paris ſhould be divided 
into ſeveral ſektions, and that they ffiould publiſh, by 
50UND OF TRUMPET, in the divers quarters of the ca- 
vital, that the NATIONAL ASSEMBLY Was going, without 
interruption, or adjournment of ſiting, to deliberate on 
the meaſures heceflary to be adopted, in order that the 
yuBLIC WEAL might not ſuffer from the event which 
had juſt taken place ; recommending ace and good 
order to the people, as the only means of in$vnING 
the CONSTITUTION, which could not, At 1 Was ſaid, be 
endangered but by anarchy and diſorder. 3 
All the miniſters of ſtate, except M. Montmorin, ap- 
peared at the bar. He, being ſurrounded by a ſtrong 
guard, wrote to the preſident of the national aſſembly 
tobe allowed the liberty of walking to the bar of the 
legiſlature, which was decreed. 
be keeper of the ſeals informed the aſſembly, that 
the comptroller of the king's houſehold had delivered 
bim a note or memorandum, a poſtſcript of the kings 
which « 6 expreſsly forbade him from putting the RR ar 
Al ta any att of the legiſlature, y without being autho. 
niſed by his command,” — 
A decree paſſed, which ordained that the keeper of 
the ſeals ſhould be authoriſed to put the sb AL of the 
Srare (the GREAT 8841.) to all the atis of the legilla, 
ture, and to fign them with his hand- writing, that theſe 
acts ſhould bear the name of la . 6 
Four commillaries were deputed from the alſembly 
10 the people, to exhort them to a due ſubmiſſion to 
Vol,, . e the 
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the laws a . ; they ut g's one of hs 
gave an account of the. pacific, confidential, and le gal 
diſpoſitions of the people, who ſhewed themſelves high 


worthy, of deſending their liberty. 


All Paris was alarmed and i in motion throughout the 


whole uy: ; the ſtreets were filled with patroles and 
perſons 0 every deſcription. — The people were ſo en. 


Taged i at what they openly ſtiled the baſe deſertion of the 


king, that they clamorouſly demanded that the arms and 
portraits of the royal family on alf the merchants 
ligns, '&c. ſhould be taken down and broken to pieces, 
as well as thoſe on all public buildings. Nay, fo frantic 
and de ſperate were they become, that they paraded the 
ſtrects in proceflion with a cxowN and the AMS or 


"France, throwing dirt upon them, and exclaiming 


bas SINCE THE KING JAS ABANDONED THE PEOPLE, 
uE PEOPLE CAN HoMBLE ROYALTY | AND Thr 
CROWN ITSELF,” N 

M. Ab MON Ty 'who Was Autbiet in the eaſtle the 
preceding night, was accuſed by the people 'of having 
ſuffered the king to depart. They wanted to hang him, 
they ſeized him, and tore his cloiths to pieces as they 
were conduffing him to the Place de Greve, where they 


vere going to execute their deſign ; but the national 


*guard arrived i in time to reſcue him from the” hands of 
the . 1 8 


* 


8 MANN ER OF THE KING'S ESCAPE. 


Meſſieurs Bailey and La Fayette were called to the 
bar to communicate What they knew of the matter; 


aſter fome few words, the N the explana- 
. ä tion 
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tion of i it to a general officer better informed than him 
| ſelf of the occurrences of the night. 4 


bad been deceived by falſe advice, and that, by draw 
ing their attention to ſeveral paſſages at the chateau, 


over two centinels, a third being forcibly taken off. 
They fat off about eight o'clock in che evening, 
though their flig ht. was not known till next morning. 
The municipality of Paris carried an arr&t for the 
approval of the aſſembly, the execution of which was 
ynanjmouſly decreed. It ordered that, in conſequence 


all the apartments of the chateau of the Thuilleries; 1225 
perſons being in office there ſhould be : put under a arre 


Paris, through which none ſhould paſs withqut = A (Pa 
port from the municipality, + 

Io avoid the overflow off petitions: And advices which 
were poured j in from all parts, the aſſembly named four 
commiſſoners to receive all the opinions and counſel 

of the peaple, and report ſuch as they thought i mr 
tant for the public weal. | 

It was decreed, that no aft of the executive power 
ſhould be put in execution if it were not counterligne 
by all the miniſters of ſtate, and that all others who 
ſhould counterſign any order not ſo ſan@tioned, as well 


as thoſe who ſhould cauſe the ſame to be put in execu. 


ſame, 

=, letter and] in the queen's apartment was ſent 10 
be committes of inquiry or reſearch, which. com- 
41 2 : mittee, 


1 appeared from his recital that the national 0 | 


their majeſties, &c. eſcaped through a court, by Gaining 


of the king's flight, the judges ſeals ſhould be put upon 


and that guards ſhould be placed at all the gates 05 


tion, ſhould be bel perſonally reſponſible for the : 


— 


chem by a praviſionary ſanflion. 
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5 


3 by a | ſpecial decree, | was augmented to wehe 


members. 

M. Montmorin, and M. d Affry, the 3 in 
cliet' in the department, appeared at the bar, aſſerted 
their innocence, and made proteſtations of patriotiſm 


and fidelity. 


On the propoſition of a diplomatic committee, the 
director of the department was authoriſed to give orders 


ſor placing double guards at the depoſitary or regiſter of 
foreign ſtate papers, and at the houſe of M, Montmorin, 


to prevent the purloining or embezzlement of any of 


them; —and it was farther decreed, | that this, order 


ſhould be ſigned by the judge of the diſtrift inſtead of 


the preſident; and that the ſame order ſhould be ex. 
pedited to the department of Verſailles. _ 


A number of decrees, before paſſed, and not. yet 
fanQtioned, the chancellor was authoriſed to confirm 
An order or mandate was ſept to the committee of 
conſtitution, to aſſemble, in order to deviſe a plan of a 


Z proclamation, tending to inftruft the adminiſtrative bo- 
dies in the ſleps they were to follow for the ſecurity of 
| perſons and property, the continuation of the labours of 

agriculture, and the vigilance and afQivity in the mill. 


jary ſervice of the national guard. 

It was decreed, that THE ASSEMBLY $HOULD vor 
LEAVE THE HALL TILL THEY HAD TAKEN EFFEC- 
TUAL MEASURES FOR THE PUBLIC SAFETY. 

The municipality of the city of Paris, in like man. 

r, declared their aſſembly permanent till they could 
afſure themſelves of the ſafety and tranquillity of that 
city, a as well alſo to co. operate with the aſſembly in 


i | any 


\ 
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zy comhined: ping; which ſhould he, Propgfed by 


. 
The 3 BL throughout he 3 0 bing 
dom, were OR called into abtual ſeryice," as 


follows : 


The 8 ee viz. of Pas PRE Pen 


jura, the upper and lower Rhine, and all the depart- 


ments on the German frontiers, were to furniſh as an | 


number of men as their ſituation permitted. 


The other departments Fam to. Soros: en. from 


two. to three thouſand men. 
Every citizen willing to carry arms, Mas to give in 
his name to the municipality. t e 3 


The national regiſtered guards were to 7 5 in Hi. 


lions of ten companies cach, Seeg e conliſt- 
ing of fifty men. 


The companies to beet commanded. by, a captain, 3 a | 


ljeutenant, and an enfign. 


The battalions to be commanded by » colonel W! 


two lieutenant-colonels. 5 


The companies to nominate heir ofiger and the 


battalions their field officers. 


Every national guard was to receive. eee bee 1 


the drummer to haye pay and half; the ſerjeant dou- 
ble; the enſign triple; the lieutenant quadruple; the 
lieutenant-colonel ak and the rs Ro 


Pay. 


manufafturer for ſixty thouſand muſkets. 
The aſſembly ſat till paſt midnight, jp when ſuf 
pended buſineſs but three hours.. 


The aſſembly ordered an weng of the royal of 


1% Js 


The miniſters at, war was . do rent vibe 


+. WORE ts *** 


N 
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n 
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ji alt an oily is Be ede Ulle by of ihe 
diamonds belonging to the crown had been recently 
taken away; and whether the guard was W 
ſtrong to protełt them. 0 


ou Declaration of Ma ajor Sm coin, al the 
Bar of the National Aſembly. 


M. Govviox begged the aſſembly would, at that 
| moment, diſpenſe with bis diſcloſing the names of ſome 
fons, on whoſe conduft he would afterwards ſpeak, 
He obſeryed, that on Saturday ſe'nnight, Whitſun-eve, 
a commandant of a battalion of the national guard came 
| to inform him, that by certain movements in the cha. 
| xeau of the Thuilleries, he believed a plan was formed 
ig take away the dauphin and madame Royale, and that 
he had his information from the beſt authority. On 
M. Gouvion's replying that it was too ſerions an affair 
to admit of a third perſon, he had a ſecond interview 
with that yery perſon, and haying acquainted the com- 
mandant- -general of the fact, he recommended double 
vigilance. M. Gouyion kept at his houſe i in the night 
ſeyeral officers of the national guard, whom he ordered 
conſtantly to parade the Thuilleries. The next day he 
got a more particular account, and the ſame night he 
retained a wünber Grd officers as before, to watch the 
event. Sr 


o 


On Saturday evening a DM IN co came ta 
the houſe of M. Gouvion, telling him he had juſt come 
from the committee of reſearch, and _ ra a fimi- 
lar deelaration to M. Sillery, —_ © 
His 2 pre ere bn went » the mayor, . 


ha 


x 


— 


«@ 
* 


ie Mir fon. W 
80 alſetibled the officers of the Wibuiat bf the poke, 


and ſent two commiſſioners to the office of the commit. 
tee of reſearch, where they found no perſons. In the 
evening he diſpatched a br a battalion to ac- 
quaint the mayor, and the conmandant-general; who, ite 
_ conſequetice came to the ThuillEties; Orders were then 

given for all the gates to be ſhut; many officers were on - 
the wateh the whole night, and, hotwidkfandin g. in the 
morning be received the news of the king's departure 
through the ſitne channel by Which he had previouſly 
been informed of the projet. This ſame perſon poinit- 
ed out the gate or door by which his majeſty paſſed : 
though he, for his own part, did not think it poſſible, 
becauſe himſelf and five other officers bad hot gunckn 5 
the ſpot the whole night. 18 


— 


auto LANG or THE FLIGHT OF THE IJ AS 
CLIVEN BY A SERVANT IN THE CASTLE. 


155 be he of the royal family, he ſaid, was known 
between ſeven and eight delock on unge g 
the 21ſt. 

The commandant of caſtle withad to ſee, ac 
coding to cuſtom, if the King was riſing. Some ex- 
traordinary movements were obſerved in the court 
yards; and a particular ſearch being made in all the 
apartments of the royal family, no one Was to be found, 
neither the dauphin, the queen, madame Elizabeth, Ke. 

The perſons belonging to the chateau had remarked, for 
ſome days paſt, that it had been frequented by many of 
the former body guards, and other perſons noted for | 
_ having been preſent at the affair which took place en 
the 28th of . 820 — ſome freſh at. 

tempt ; 
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tempt ; they communicated their fears to the houſehold 
of the palais royal, Sf | 

The king's, intention had certainly been known to 
many perſons ſeveral days previous to his eſcape; for his 
majeſty, it was equally known, bad given his word to 
quit the kingdom, but retracted the next day, ſaying, 
& Would you have me loſe my crown.” _ 

This evidence affirmed, that moſt of the inhabitants of 
the caſtle undoubtedly knew. his -majeſty's intentions ; 
that two of the paſſages or ſally ports had no Tomivels 
fixed to them, viz..the door of a flight of ſtairs leading 
to the apartments of madame de Tourzel, between the 
queen's pavillion and the common paſſage in the middle 
of the caſtle, which leads to the Thuilleries, faeing the 
flight of ſteps to an iron croleharfed door [that looks 
into the garden. a 
There was another iſſue by the kitchen, which was 
equally unguarded. By this a perſon might get to the 
ſtaircaſe which. led to a gallery without being diſco- 
vered. It was by this paſſage, alſo, that the king might 
have e without being perceived by the guard. 


The . of foreign ſtates being under fome 
diſquietude reſpekting the determination of France to- 
wards them, the miniſter of the foreign department i in- 
formed them of the intention of France to continue 
ſtrictiy io preſerve: towards their reſpettiye courts that 
good underſtanding which had ſubſiſted to that day,— 
The miniſter notified to the ſaid ambaſſadors, that they 
might as uſual forward their official diſpatches. 
The miniſter of foreign affairs ſignified. to the am- 


billacges 0 of France at foreign couris, yes the Freneh 
nation 


—N— —— — 
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fation was defirous of living in perfeft | 
m. | 
go” this momentous eden which called forth the 
united wiſdom, power, Zeal, and ſetvice of the whole 
nation, a Patriotic member and officer it the afſembly; 
expreſſed himſelf ready to join his colleagues who com- 
manded regiments, and declared upon oath; he would 
die for his country and the conſtitution. He propoſed 
an amendment of the oath to be taken by the officers in 
the army, and fen to 158 gp 4 r e | 
thereto. 
This he prefaced by öbkreing that were were then 
in the hall many officers Employed in other tanks than 
that of colonel, and requeſted the affembly to decide 
on the meafures neceſſary to be taken, concerning thoſe * 
who ſhould 'obſerve a tardy ſilence. He faid it could 
not be any longer delayed; either they love the nation 
and the conſtitution, which they muſt declare, or they 
are ENEM1Es to the one, and tx AtTORS to the other, 
which the aſſembly muſt know ;=they ought to be 
Judged that moment; to-morrow, ſaid he, we may have 
the enemy upon u us. "He oy ode eric. and the af: 
ſembly decteed, 
That thoſe 0 kit twenty Wr hours, ſhall 
5 have taken me oath,” fhall loſe their rank. BY | 


m ny with 


FORMU LA Or. 5 N E OATH: | 


tnflead of the oath ordered on the 11th. and 54 

June laſt, the aſſembly decreed that the following 

mould be taken by all the officers of the army, and 
public funQionaries: _ 

* Iſvear to employ the arms pur into my bands, in 

| V vl, I, | g 8 K the 
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a defence. of * country, and the maintenance of the 
conſtitution, againſt all its enemies within and without; 
to die rather than ſuffer an invaſion from foreign troops; 
and to obey. only. the orders that ſhall be given to me in 
eee of the decrees of the national aſſembly.” 

OE. members of the tribunals, or courts of appeal, 
were. admitted to the bar, and their preſident, addrell. 
ing the affembly, ſaid,“ Eſſentially attached to the 
national aſſembly, by the hw of our eſtabliſhment, we 
are come in this threatening ſtorm, like others, only to 
abalone the progreſs of the conſtitution, of liberty, 
and public felicity :e are come to acknowledge our 
ſubmiſſion to your decrecs, and to renovate the oath of 
fidelity to the nation, and the law, of which you are the 
_ repreſematives ;- —to the law which preſerves all its 
_ efficacy and purity, inaſmuch as it does not e to. be 
25 expreſſion of general inclination. 5 

The preſident made a ſuitable reply. 

The aflembly decreed, that eee ee 8 
of the national aflembly, fhould go. to the frontier de- 
partments, to adminiſter the oath above mentioned, to 
conſult v ich the governors and commandants of forces 
on the meaſures proper to be taken for the maintenance 
of the public order and ſafery of the ſtate, and 10 do 
whatever was neceſſary for chat purpoſe. . 

A member of the committee of finance, gave an ac- 
count of che ſtate of the public treaſure.: The pay: 


ments were made as uſual ; at two o'clock that day there 


remained | in caſh, two millions in gold, ſix millions in 
crowns, three millions of other effects, and ſeventeen 


millions 3 in allignats. 


Notice was given to the « aſembly, that * J'Anoi 


” Was 


4 F © 


* 
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was at that moment at Mayenct, ſurrounded "a the old 
body guards, ex-parliamentaries, and ex-nobles, among 
whom was Gregoire Riquette, the brother of Mirabeau. 
At ten o'clock at night, the preſident propoſetl to 
ſuſpend. their deliberations for an hour, in order that the 
military committee might have time to prepare the pro- 
clamation which was deſtined for the army. Aſter a 
ſew minutes had elapſed; all on a ſudden a multitude of 
voices repeated, he is taken, he is taken, The mem- 
bers immediately reſumed their ſeats, and the preſident 
announced, that a courier had juſt brought him a num 
ber of packets. One of the ſecretaries read a leiter 
from the municipal officers of Varennes, dazed. iſt 
Joe: 15 was 28 as follows; | gy ab 
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ln our pibtent Mick 1 57 Aiphitz' we Fütkörkze 
M. Mangin, ſurgeon at Varennes; to go and inform the 
afſembly that the king is here, and to bs that 1 
wil Fein oh out t the eps we are fo Pölten, 


This letter ak 1050. the aebi abet, that 
immediate orders ſhould be iſſued to conduRt the king 
back to Paris in ſafety to inform the whole kingdom 
that his fight had been prevented by the zeal of its ei- 
tizens that M. Bouille ſhould be ſuſpended from his 
functions and immediately arreſted ;—and alſo, that the 
commandant of the Pariſian national guard ſhould give 
the ſpeedieſt orders to prevent any perſon from going 
out of the barriers, and that no poſt horſes ſhould be fuk: 
fered to depart. _ 
de affembly "decreed, / that N. M. la Tour, Mab- 

4K 2 bourg, 
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hourg, 1 and Pethion, ſhould | be ſent as com. 


miſſioners to Varennes, to ſecure the return of th; 
| King, with power to give orders to the eſtabliſhed troops, 


to the national guards, and to all the magiſtrates 4 
municipal officers, for eyery thing which concerned 
their miſſion, M. Dumas accompanied them. 

At the ſame time the- aſſembly ordered the depart. 
ment, the mayor, and the commandant· general to take 
inſtantly the neceſſary meaſures proper to ſecure, on the 
king's arrival, a e e of that ee which 
the capital experienced, 551 


"THE KING rob Iv vis. FLIGHT. | 
| The king and his family were taken at Varennes, be- 


.qween Stenai and Montmedi. The cauſe of their in. | 


terception was very remarkable : the poſt maſter of 


Varennes (fince a deputy of the national convention) 
obſeryed the face of the king as he got out of the cal. 


iage from a call of natyre, and it ſiruck him as greatly 
reſembling that on the French crown pieces. This cix- 


 cumſtance inſtantly created a number of ideas in his 
- mind, which, on comparipg with certain particularities 


about the carriage, eſpecially with the poſtilions, who 
were tall men, and of a different demeanour to ſervants 
in general in. that capacity, he vas confirmed in his 
ſuſpicions. He mage up to one of the poſtiliops, all 


of whom were noblemen, and had been in ibe king's 


body guards ; and after aſhi ng him a few queſtions con- 
cerning the family they were condudling, he had byt 


little doubt remaining who the perſonages were. The 


rſes being harneſſed, he had no opportunity of arre}- 


oe Ps P , of ha kat at hi door, but he loſt no 


time 
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time jn communicating all he knew and ſuſpebted to the 


magiſtrates of the place, who were as well diſpoſed as 
himſelf to harbour thoſe ſuſpicions, They therefore 
diſpatched a ſtrong detachment, accompanied by the 

poſt-maſter, after the fugitives, who overtook chem 24 


the diſtance of a league and a half frem the town. 


Ws the 18th, with a ſquadron of the 13th regiment of 


When the king found he was diſcovered, he appre- 
hended ſome violence or indignity to his perſon, and 
that of his family. He then acknowledged who he 
was, and deſired his perſon and thoſe of his family Show 
him might | be reſpetted. 

M. Bouille appears to have. nad the whole manage” 


went of the plan, as far as gepended upon military eſ- 


corts: the number of theſe diſtributed about that neigh- | 
bourhood was the occaſion of great ſurmiſes. Several 
orders ſimilar to the following were found in the poſſeſ. 
ſion of the officers commanding thaſe detachments, who 
vere told that 7 were ſent to eſcort, VEN of 55 
money, | SD, 

cory or oRDERS BY M. BoviLLs. . 

In the ling's name. z 


Francois Claude-Amour Bouillé, e of 
the armies of the king, knight of his orders, com- 
mandant-general of the army on the Rhine, the 
Meurthe, the Moſelle, the Meuſe, and the countries 
adjacent, the analen of N deere and of atk 
embourg. / 
Orders are 1 given to a ſquadron of this b 
regiment of dragoons, to proceed with arms and bag- 
gage on the 17th of this month, from Commercy 10 
Sainte - Miel, whence they are to proceed the: following * 


dra- 


8 


as well ta defend them from the popular rage, as 


Jeft behind him at his departure; as allo, that he had 


try. This duplicity muſt for ever ſully the character of 
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Jragoons, 1 to proceed together ts Moulon, where 
as are to remaih till further orders. 50 
ier) ov 

e 13th June, 1791. of Ws 
1 the commandant: 1 of the army. ET 
(Signed) | CS e 

one 1B, 1791.) ET oe 


When the king found 1 no hope ewe of Ms 
4 purpoſe, he deſired. that the different detachments 
which were in their way to meet bim, might be informed 
of his return to Paris. 
All theſe detachments of dragodid;” as being under 
the orders of Boujlle, were diſarmed and put in ww = 


preyent the poſſibility of their oppoſing the + 
guards, then affembling for the purpoſe of eſcorting the 
royal party back to Paris. Above fix thouſand muf- 
tered on the ſpot in a few hours, collefted from the 
. contiguous ſmall towns, and mey accompanied the 928 
all the way to Parts, c 

Monſieur and Madame had ſeparated from their bro- 
ther and fiſter four hours before, and en a road to 
JO ee, they arrived the next night. 

The moſt inglorious part of the king's conduli 1s that 
of having from timidity given his: concurrence to afts 
which he diſavowed by his proclamation, and by letters 


deſired bis brothers to write letters of their intention to 
return to Paris, while at the ſame'time they were pre- 
paring to receive the fugitive king in a diſtant coun- 


that 
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that once. e great monarch, and occaſion alzu, if not 
hatred againſt. his 1 memory. > . 
The groſs ignorance. the king of Fr rance ; ſhewed 10 
men, in things, in nature, by all his actions, is the 
beſt excuſe to the. French nation for deprivin him 
of his power, It is miſerable. refleQion on the head 
of a. king, that be knows 14 1 of the hearts of men. 


Itjs.8 phrenzy in a chief magil ite 


rate, whether King « or 
emperor, to deſire to reign. longer than he is willing to 
conſult the, good. of the people. Under any other te. 
nure, the ſceptre is always liable t to be wreſted from, the 
hand that would wield it, and the life of him who dif: | 
putes its re. linguiſhment put into imminent hazard, — 
The, enemies of the French revolution may ſay, with | 
the view to render the conſtituent aſſembly and the ſo- 
ciety of Jacobing, equally accuſable, that the "heads of : 
the one inyited che fore moſt of the patriots of the other 
in this interim to a conference on che ſtate of affairs, and 
the meaſures to be purſued at ſo critical a juncture- 
It chis be matter of accuſation, then were both, parties 
culpable, for. fuch a meeting was unqueſtionably. held 
during three hours at the houſe of one of the deputies. 
The tranſactions of that meeting laid the foundation for 
that political, ſchiſm betwixt the moſt diſtinguilhed: pa- 
viots, which encreafing with time, kept the people's 
cauſe, and the fate of France in ſuſpenſe while the diſpu- 
rants tried their ſtrength, Theone party then wiſhed the 
king undiſturbedly to elope as the beſt and caſicſt means 
of declaring for a republic: for the principles of repub- 
licaniſm had ſpread very much over the country, eſpe- 
cially in the ſouth, during the Jaſt twelve months. The 
other party were for OG and being ſatisfied with 
| what 
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what they called the eſſence or ſpirit of the Bruch ec con- 
ſtitution. But theſe are particulars which will netella- 
rily come under obſervation in the ſecond volume. 
With reſpett to the influence of the Jacobin club, 
it was unqueſtionably powerful at this time; it was im- 
poſlible it ſhould he otherwiſe, for it Lontafnéd ſome of 
the greateſt and moſt intelligent men in France. The 
eyes of every politician in Europe wete inſenſibly drawn 
and involuntarily fixed on its meaſures. The advocates 
and ſupporters of the hoſtile regular governments, wiſhed 
to leſſen its importance in the eyes of the world by pet. 
petually advancing that it had no acknowledged con. 
ſlituted form, or legal funddion, that as it was flot recog: 
niſed as a body by even its own government, it ought 
not to have any connettion with, or influence on it; 
Theſe reaſoners did not recolleR that France was in a 
new ſituation, as all governments muſt be when they 
change their form. That the regenerated government 
was to derive more ſupport from the people, by reſting 
more than ever on their authority ; and that the ſociety 
of Jacobins was the intermediate link between the go- 
vernmental and popular chain, or in other words, was 
the fountain into which the people potted their opinions, 
and from which the legiſlators in the new government, 
with prudence, went as often as needful to lade from 
the pure and copious ſource. How its limpid waters 
became turbid and leſs ſalutary in procels of time, will, 
in a due inveſtigation form one of the moſt inſtruRtive 
leſſens to mankind that he hiſtory of the” world has 


exhibited. 


END OF THE FIRST vorn. 


